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^'W''^*)^^ t^onfefi it^ivies me a fingular pleau» 
l"^"**"*"**"!^ fure to find, thlt my account of the 
I ^ duchy of Mecklenburg has afford* 
^^,.;9sr*v^^ fatisfaftion ; and that 

. - . . , ^ you tbiok it a fubjed worthy of 
.the public atientiofa. Juftly have you obfinred 
.that this iqountry being ia a nook of Germany^ 

• ft » •••• • 

.and .no tbproughfare tio any of the great elec* 

torates, is the reafon why it has hitherto ef- 
<capcd Jt]^e notice of moft travellers. This, 
jiowever, is a circumftance that may render 
.my corre^ondence the more entertaining, from 
.the noYelty of the fubjed, which fcarce has 
been attempted by any Ehgliih writer. As 
Vol. II " B • ' to 
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to what you mention concerning the natural 
biftory of Mecklenburg, it is a vaft undertak- 
ing, far beyond my abilities; neither have I 
time, or materials fullicient, to execute the 
talk in fuch a manner as might entitle me to 
your approbation : yet I have not ncglefted to 
make every enquiry among the learned, which 
may enable me to give you fome' idea of the 
natural and civil hiilory, as well as of the go* 
yernment and internal csconomy, of this coun« 
try: but, before I proceed, it will be proper to 
acquaint you with a few occurrences, which 
have enlivened this fcene, and rendered my ftay 
at Strelitz infinitely agreeable. 

Their highneffes had waited ibme time in 
anxious expeftation of the news of the 
queen's delivery, when a meflenger arrived 
the* lith at noon, with the joyful tidings, 
that her majeHy had been brought to-bed 
of a princefs on the 29th of September, at 
eight o''cIock in the morning. The meflen- 
ger's name is Mann, a young fellow; he 
left Harwich the ^d of Ofiober, had been 
four days at fea, and came from Helvoet in 
fix days and a half. The happy intelligence 
was proclaimed at one, by firing off the can- 
non before the park As foon as the duke and 
his fifier appeared in the prefence-chamber, all. 
the gentlemen and ladies at court went in to pay 
their compliments of congratulation. Now joy 
w^ in every face without a doud, ^and the hap- 
py 
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py day refigaed to feftivity. Tbc fortunats 
event was the fubjeft of difeourfe during tht 
whole time of repaft, and the company, cfpeci- 
ally the ladies^ all feemed pleafed that her ma« 
jcfty, this once, had been bleffed with aprincefs.. 
The marihal of the court notified to us tl^tt 3#. 
Deum would be fang the next day, and the even < 
ing was to conclude with a balL After dinner 
I went down with baron Dewitz to fpeak with 
the meiTenger, and was glad to find that his 
majefty had wifely prohibited^ in this time 
of fcarcity^ the ftrther exportation of coniL. 
Baron Dewitz made him a prefent in the duke's, 
name^ and M. Reinhard and 1 went to walk in 
the garden. Thence we adjourned to Dr. Hem- 
pel!s» whete that gentleman's ^igreeable daugh« 
ter, ^ after treating us with fweetmeats and 
champagne^ atnufed us fome time with vocal 
and inftrumental mufic At fix we went to 
court) where we found the company affembled 
in the grand faloon. The duke and his lifter 
came in fodn after,, and his faighnefi was dreif* 
ed in lilver tiffue. The band of mufic is vei-y 
good, and the two Italian lingers, Mrs.Cog« 
hoen and Mrs. Sonnen, perform extremely well. 
The duke feeing nae very attentive to Mrs. Cog* 
hoen, aflced me how I liked her finging ; zhdt 
cxpreffed that approbation which flie fo juilly de- 
fenres. There were feveral card-tables ; but it is 
a pity there Ihould be any fuch diverfion at a 

Ba concert! 
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concert : for itis inipoffible to giv^ due attentidfl 

either to the mufic or to one's game, efpeci- 
a'Hy at whift. This the duke himfelf obfei^ 
€d to me; but he does not chitfeto alter ah 
old eftabliihed cuftom. The princefs fiayed to 
fiipper, and at the ufiial ho^ th& company 
retired. 

* On the inorrow, ^vi4iidi wfii» Sanday, after 

Breakfafting with baron Dcwitz and his lady, 
I ivcnt to chapel between ten and eleven, 
where I -found the duke with all the ladies and- 
officcrs of the court in their gala dreffes. Their 
doaths indeed; were, veiy rich, glittering with' 
^Id lace ^ arid 'ehrbroiflery. The xluke waa 
in a tribune by himfelf fronting the altar, 
drefied ihcxtmMi velvet, wMtfe ftockings, and 
the order of the garter. The weather. being 
feiiteWhat'ibarp the [Mrihceis did nor axpae tb 
.fliapcl, -bift*<iata prayers in lf#r-'^wn af^utment. 

maribal of die court placed me next, to 
feitnfetf itt 'the fami gallery With baroft 'De^ 
witz and th^ other officers belonging to the 
&utt The -kdies were in the bppofite gal-« 
leryby therfilelves. Captani Notri^ait lent mi& 
6ne .of their common-prayer books, wherein 
ifiey have'k grcit limhber. of hymtis, and the^ 
i'falms in verfe. * The fervice was performed 
^ith the ttthioft^qgularity iaffd. devotion, tho 
^lific Wa's ?r&vehlyj and the- fwelHng organ 
filled the rifing fouL I may truly aiiirm^ tl^at 

ncveir 
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MTcrm my Ufe did I fee a congregpitioa be- 
have with more fervency and devotion. After 
234rayers th^ ^pienAtendaBt Mafcb, who had ofli* 
ciated aH the* dme, preached an excellent fer- 
mon, which iajft$4 above a^ hour. There were fc- 
vecal compiiimcwt9» and among the reft a good 
many foldiers, whofe edifying behaviour I could 
not but admire. I obftrved a lady at the facra- 
menty drc(Jed much like a nun, all in black, exr 
cept her head, over wliich Ihe wore a white 
Ycik^ with a pieioe of blacl^ crape on her forehead. 
This lady I he^d was madam de Chaflau, then 
in d^€ip mourning for her hvifband lately deceaf- 
cd. She is After to baron Boehmen, and her 
huiband was brother to M. dc Cliallau, com- 
xnandant of Lubeck; The lervice concluded 
•with Te Deim^ which was fung to the foimd of 
hautboys, J&ettl^-!druQi)&, and trumpets. After 
the trumpet had fummoned us to dinner, the 
duke and the princefs made their appearance, 
and the company, which was very brilliant, took 
their places. All the nobility of the town were 
invited. It is impqihble to exprefs the joy 
flufliing in their countenances, or the inno« 
cent hilarity of their convciTation ; I leave it 
to your own imagination to form an idea of 
it. The entertainment was elegant and fplen« 
jdid, confining of the richeft wines, and choi- 

iceft dainties, that could be contrived to pleafe 
the palate. During our repaft, the duke ftood 

B3 up 
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up 'to drink feveral healths^ at thofeof the 
king and queen of Great Britain, the iiew*boni 
princefs, &c. the company likewife rifing ; and 
f^ery toaft wad accompanied with the clangor 
of trumpets and a difcharge of cannon. During 
the whole time we were at dinner^ the band 
of mnflc played in the gallery. At coffee, M. 
)j^robne the intelligencer came up to me, and 
{hewed me a copy of Latin verfes, which he 
faid he had written extempore on the joyful 
occalipn. I gave them with his permiiEon to 
baron Dewitz, who prefented them to the 
duke ; and after forae little merriment, the 
duke in hi^ good humour was pleafed to re- 
ward M. Krohne by an augmentation of his 
iaiary from 350 to 400 dollars. The generosity 
of ^e prince was more incited by the occafr- 
onthan by the poetry, as you may e^ly judge 
from the following copy. 

JEXTEMPORANEUM. 

Ad AuguJliJJtmam Angli.£ Re^inam. 

Pojfeaquam Carol us Primus regnaverat Anglo% 
Filia mn nata eft f aire ngia fceftra tenente. 
^uaria tibifroles Jam mn eft mafcula nafa. 
. Arrid^t Regina tuo cur Filia Regi 
Haud fatis eft ut des erbi Regina Monarcbas^ 

fiegiiias fietat^ pates Alatri juofjue frofers. 

• • • * • . ' ' 

* 

M 
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« 

Ad Ducem. 

EeeepraitRegtna ttbi; Dux amule fac Jtc 
^yartum ad ho^ exmplum^ tua tota Aiegafolis oratm 

Neoftrelitziigy JOHAN. WlL. DE KroHNE. 

Ji"** 0£t. 1766. 

Dum bora duodecima Pomeridiana^ Curfir landi» 

nenjis de Regina 2 9 Septembris feliciffime enifa ferenif- 
Jim Duci Megapolitam mtitiam attiUit gratijfimatiu 

What think you of thofe verfes ? I fancy you 

will not fay of them what Scaliger did of fome 
lines of Hoiace % ^tforum Jimilcs malim COM* 
fofuijfe^ quam ejfe totius Tarraconenfis rex. 

After dinner I adjourned with M. Reinhard 
to Dr. Hempd'Sy where we paffed the time a- 
greeably till fix, when wc wqnt to court. 
The company was very brilliant \ the gentle* 
men were in filk dominos, but no maiks. 
The duke and the princefs opened the ball with 
a minuet, which they danced ^o admiration* 
It is impoffible to have a more graceful attitude 
than theprinceis, or a more noble air and better 
ftep than his highnefs. The princefs did not 
join in the country dances, on account of her 
health : but the duke danced the whole even- 
ing, as well minuets as country dances ; and 
he is certainly very fond of this diverfion. 

« 

* iu Mdpmmf foml^ dte. Od. III. 1. 4. and 

Dont< gratus $ram tikii ^c. Od. IX. 1^ 3. 

B4 At 
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At the delire of fome ladies, I played a game 
or two at whift ; but my attention to the mu&c 
and dancing prevented xne from' mindinj^ m 
game. Here I made acquaintance with Made-^ 
.moifelle Calenburg, a lady endowed with wit 
and good fenfe. She is niece of madam de 
Vofs, and feems to be between thirty and 
forty* No lady can be better tempered, or 
behave with more politenefs. She has an un^ 
common ihare of vivacity, and repartee at 
command ; fo that it was impolTible not to be 
delighted with her fprightly convcriation, A( 
nine we went to fupper. The pi incefs as well as 
^]}aron Dcwitz and his lady flayed, and the 
* * f Veoing was crowned with the higheft mirth 
•iandjoy. 

A few days aftej this happy news* baron 
Plefle, captain in the duke of Brunfwick's 

guards, came to pay a vifit to his younger 
brother captain Fleife, equerry to the duke of 
Strelitz. He was accompanied by two young 
Britiih ofiicers, captain Grah^Qi and captain 
Anftruther, who, upon the conclufion of the 
peace, thought it conducive to their improve.- 
ment tp go abroad^, and had been fome time 
at the court of Brunfwick. They are very 
agixeable gentlen^en, feniible and i^olite, fuch 
as do honour to their country. The duke and 
his fdier ' received them with that affability 
iwhich charaderiiUseS all their adiofis ; and no 
pains 4ye l^ared to procqre theni amuieoxcnt. 
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/ The birtk of tke young priacefs being made 
public, the ftates of tbe province lield an 
affembly, in order to depute a certain number 
c£ their bgdy^ to congratulate his Ughneis 
on fo happy aft • events The pcrfons chofea 
Sot. this commiiliony were the barons War* 
|m% and Bredoi<try and captain Keyferling for 
the nobility, and the burgomaftqrs Schroder 
wl Wulflelff for the bui^^r^i^ They came 
to lodge in the £ime inn with ine at M. Stm- 
bing's# . Tlu ee oi thefe gentlemw I had known 
ftlready, viz^ baroU Warbuig^ captain Keyfer- 
ling, and M. Schroden They had heard of 

nqr lining in (he fitme honfe ; and.M. Schroder 
in€Aed on my fpending the evening with 
them. I was obliged to comply, and thought 
nryfi^ very happy in their company; M. 

. Schroder introduced me to baron Bredow, of 
vrhmal had heard innch talk. Thia gen« 
•tleman & of a gigantic ftature, has a hand- 
fdme face>, and frefli complexion : hia di^o« 
£tion is remaifcaUy chearAtl; he is fupremdy 
fond of good cheer and jollity, and never 
movehappy than when he entertains his frienda 

' Wsi fiat lies about fix miles 'firom hence, at a 
very pkaiant village on the Tollenfee, known 
by the name of Prilwits, to .which he ho 
given me a very kind invitation. 

The next morning I breakfafted with the 
jdepiiities» and went -afterwards with them in 
&Q4ch tQ.. courts where, th^ wecf to ad- 
^ . dreis 
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drds Ims highnefs upon the joyful occafion* 
I faw barcm Dewito before they entered the 
prcfcncc-charaber, and obferved to him, that 
I believed baron Warburg, having fo ftrong 
a voice, would make a very loud harangne. 
Baron Dewitz fmiled, and told me 1 need not 
be afraid of his voice; for however loud it 
biay be at his own table, or among his equalS)^ 
, it would be lowered in the duke^s prefenoa 
And indeed fo I found it. The deputies ent^- 
ed the duke^s apartment between twelve and 
vme; his highnefs Jreceived them ftanding; they 
bowed very profoundly, and baron War- 
tyorg fpoke fo low, that though I was in the 
room, I could not rightly diftinguilh what 
he faid. i only heard him now and then men- 
tion the queen's name with profound reverence; 
The addrefs was Ihort, and the duke's an- 
Iver aMb conciie. He thanked them for their 
kind addrefit and affured them of his protec- 
tion. They dined afterwards at court ; but I 
obferved th^t none of them iat near tho duke ; 
and as the princefs did not come that day to 
dinner, his highneis had Mademoifelle Dewitz 
on his right, and madam Kofl>btb on his left. 
The entertainment was fplendid as ufual, and 
every Uung paffed with great decorum; The 
deputies were all together; I fat next baron 
Warbuig, and even her^ he feemed a£raid to 
raife his voice; fo that their converfttion ptSiiA 
in w^ui^ers* ^ter dinner captain Fleife invited 
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the deputies, , ikt' BritiflL officers, and xny- 
ielf, to p^s the afternoon at his houfe. Ac- 
cordingly we went, and were very merry over 
. punch and wine, when in the midft of our en- 
tertainment the duke came in and agreeably 
ibrprized us. The band of mufic appeal^ at 
the door by his highnefs's order, and enter- 
'fauned our ears with the fweeteft harmony^ 
while our palates were feafted with exquifite 
liquors. The duke was in a very good hu- 
mour, and propofed a game of cards, for 
he does not like drinking. This continued 
till fix, when we adjourned to court, where 
the deputies were entertained with a ball. 
Part of the company went to dancing, and 
others to cards. I had the honour of being of 
a party at whift with her highnefs the princefs, 
madam Winnemer, and baron Dewitz. Her 
highnefs plays exceeding well, and fo do the 
others too ; bu( for my part, beiides being but 
an indifferent player, my attention was divert- 
ed by the dancing and the mulic. It was my 
lot to be partner with baron Dewitz, who 
finding me fo inattentive to my game, rated 
me foundly. The princefs fmiled, and with 
great good-nature iaid, il ne /out fas Ic gmuUr 
tant. And, indeed, the more he reprimanded, 
the more I was confounded \ fo that I was 
heartily glad, when the found of the trumpet 
put an end to our game. During our repall 
we were all very chearfult and at the ufual hour 

wc 
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W retired. I. wei^t home, with th^, depu^ 
ties« and fat with them in t^eir ap^rtvient^ 
chatting for above an hourj tjien took v^y^ 
%24. ieave of them^ they vrei^.' to (ei; oi^tr 
early the next morning for N^w Bi^^a^^*^. 
b^g^ and I for Old Strelitz. > 
Thet preceding d^iy I had received ^ letw^ 
ter from my friend M. Piftorius, n;i,^i^tionina 
that he Ihould be gl^d to xoeet ape ,at QI4 
Strelitz. I acquainted Mafch the fuperin^i 
teodant, with thi^ new^j and as he had a little 
Vofinels in that town with M. Eggersa, thft 
paftor, he faid he would accompany me thi« 
then He ordered l^is iphariot (he n^nmg| 
for his brother-in-law, a clergyman, and mej 
bnt he clwfc to ride hicnfdf .on horfeback, 
Hi» brother-in-law if ^ very agreeable looking 
gentleman, lately recovered, from a fit of illnefs, 
f^p^|ltepdan( rode a s^ettlefome horfe, 
which however he managed very cavalierly, an4' 
woy^ a \}KO^n CQat with a Jockey-cap. The 
diftanca i« b^t two i»Uf», and t^ier ro^rt PJTCtty 
gqod { fo that we were not lung on our jour^ 
<j€y. We lighted '. .^t M. Egger§, ,vrha receive4 
vs very cordially. Advice w^S ^ven of ou? 

; -arrivsa to M. PiiJ^wim, who q^m 4^^^Y f9 
Itf.Eggcr's* and we embraced one anqthcf 

Wirith. great tenderftels. After we had drunlf 
coffee, M. Piftorius and I w^gt .tq^. Tangati^, 
hurgomafter of the town, to p^y our complir 

nenta, and defire. a Aght QJf thp qrigisji .^ee^ 

6 of 
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of the foundation of Old Strelitz, which was in 
t)is pofiieffievu M. Taingatt is a well-built gei»- 
tleman, about fifty, of a middling ftature^ 
4>r<>^n complejdon, and pitted pretty taack 
'With the jSonaH^pox. He is endowed with good 
lenfe, a generous diipolition, and a great ihai^ 
xX integrity;' . We eality dhtained what wt 
wanted ; and it feemed to be a higher plea^ 
ibre for him to grant, than £or us to receive th^ 
iavoBr. It K a. deed of privileges, grafted by 
the founders, Otho and Ulric, counts of Furt 
tenberg^.-amceftoife of baron Dewitz. The ]an«- 
*guage is Low-dutch, and it is dated on bt. 
fiirbairals day, A. D. 1349. The bmf^ 
imifter gave use i copy of it|, '^hicfa M. Pifto- 
rius and I 42ollaied with the original.- • The 
&me ^ndemanr '{»x>ittifed flpfe alfoan accouiit of 
-the cavalcade, that attended her majefty from 
-hence, wheb lheiet out for England. I thanks 
^'htm v^khidly, and told Uni I Hmuid bt 
obliged to him for any papers concerning her 

We went afterguards to take a view of the 
lown, of the ruins of the :old palace burnt 
down- in 1712, and of the Jewifli fynagogue^ 
of all which I gave you an account in a fon» 
jmcr letter* When we. had finiihed our per- 
Jambulation, we returned f o M. Eggers, who 
had provided us ^ handfojo^ pinner. M. 
gers is a wdl4o<>king gentfcraan, good-nattired 
and complaifant, and united . in great friend- 
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fhip with the fiiperintendant He is a batclie. 
lor, but has a iifter that lives with him» a verjr 
agreeable gentlewoman. After dinner he play- 
ed on the fpinnet, at which he is np bad hand. 
Night drawing near^ we were preparing to de- 
part, when M. Piftorius acquainted me, that 
he had received a letter from a friend of his in 
the • deftorate of Brandenburg^' who was de-* 
firous of having an interview with me. This 
is the learned and rev. M. BuckholtZy paftor 
of the church of Lychen, in the Ucker Marche, 
a gentleman who has acquired great' reputation 
by an Abridgment of the Hiftory of Mecklen- 
burg, and a much greater by his Hiflory of the 
mairquiiate of . Brandenburg. Thie abridgment of 
the Hiftory of Mecklenburg I have by me, and 
it is a valuable compoiitiony being very exact as 
to fads and chronology. The Hiftory of Bran- 
denburg I have not feen ; but M. Piftorius af- 
fiires me it is in high efteem, and that the 
author has had a letter of thanks for it from 
the king of Pruihay in that prince's own hand- 
writing. I told M. Piftorius that I ihould 
be proud of the honour of feeing M. Buck- 
holtz; and whenever he pleafbd to give me 
notice, I fliould be fure to meet him. We 
parted, and the fuperintendant, his brother^ 
and I returned to New Strelitz. I .ftipped that 
evening at court, and the duke was £o good as 
to invite me the next morning to breakfaft 
with him, in order to fti'ew me his cabinet of 
Olrioiities, I waited 
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I waited on the duke at nine in ^ marn- 
- ingy and was received in a moft gracious 
ner. His highnefi was fianding in Us mom* 
ing drefs, a mantle of blue velvet edged with 
gold lace The gentleman in waitii^ immedir 
ately brought in coffee and bread and butter^ 
on which we breakfa&ed* 

The cabinet is pretty large, and richly iumifli-; 
cd with paintings. Toys and curiolities of all 
ibrts were4ifplayed in abundance, ftones» gems» 
cameos, and intaglios ; but what I moft admired, 
were two fine vafes painted by the great Raphael* 
The colouring is very good, but the figures oE 
Charity, Juftice, &c. are exquifitely beautiful. 
On this occafion his highneis alfo ihe wed me a 
gold-hilted fword fet with diamonds, which 
her majefty fent him over as a prefent. About 
ten the duke aiked me to take an wing with 
him in iiis chariot : to which, as you may ima- 
gine, I readily confented. The coachman was 
ordered to drive to Torwitz, a little village on 
the other fide of the lake of Strelitz, where 
his highneis has a pretty fummer-houfe. 

The road is fandy, but pleafant enough 
vrhcu you approach the lake. The duke would 
not fuffer me to fit uncovered, but made 
ufe of his favourite faying, I hate conllraint 
«• myfel^ and therefore conflxain no man.'^ 
It is impoflible to exprcfs the good - nature 
and affability of this amiable prince. He 
told me that he is naturally fond of com« 
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pany, tte very reverfe of his cotllin the dilae" 
• of Mecklenburg Schwerin. Concerning ^aroh 
Dewitz he mentioned feveral psurticukra rerj 
entertaining, which happened during their tra- 
vels in Fianbe and Italy. In left than half an 
hour we reached Torwitz, where we lighted at 
the fummer-houfe. It is very pleafantly feat* 
ed near the fide * of the lake^ and ferves for 
drinking tea or coffee in a fummer afternoon. 
There is a pretty lai^ room, which has been 
lately new floored, where his highnefs fome^ 
jtimes has company to dance. The building is 
very fimple, void of all detoi^tion. As there 
was no fire, the duke did not think it pru- 
dent to ftay there long:; fb that we reached 
the palace again by twelve o'clock. Before 
dinner a nobleman was introduced to his high- 
nefs, viz. totmt Bafl^t^, station of tfa^ 

• 

miniftcr of that name at the court of .the diike 
of Schwerin, and lately come from Vienna.r 
He is a tall p6itly man, 6f a'fwarthy com* 
plexion, and auflcre countenance. By his looks 
I ihould apprehend him to be betwefen fifty 
and fixty. He is a man of very good parts, 
but unfi:eady. For though he has been in dif-^ 
■ ferent employs it feveral t:6ttrti5 of Genkiany^ 
is at Drcfden, Bareith, See. he never conti- • 
ntied long in a place ; and- lately he foUicited 
to be a member of the Aulic council of Vienna, 
but did not fucceed. Difappbinted and cha- « 
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grined he is going now to live at Roftock, 
"nrhere he has a good houfe and eftate. I fit 
very near this nobleman at table, and had the 
pleafure of enjoying a good deal of his con- 
verfation. I obferved that the ladies bi ho- 
nour all wear the duke's piclure in miniature 
hanging at their breafts* While we were at 
taUe the duke fent one of the ^Jages, to fliew 
me a gold fnufF-bt)x with his fiftcr's picture fct 
io diamoiids* It is extremely rich and of ele^ 
gant woikmanfiiip, fo that I could not help 
paying it the compliment it deferved^ A good 
pait of the • afternoon I fpcnt at baron De- 
witz's, with the two Britifli officers, whom 
the baron had invited to drink a glafs of Cliam- 
pagne ; but he appointed me to a very liard 
office, vizv to ad as his deputy in doing the 
honours of the glafs ; for his conftitution will 
not permit him to deviate from the ftiictcrt 
'regularity. At th6 ufual time we went to 
court, and I had the honour of playing with 
his highncfs, captain Anftruther, and madam 
Kofboth. In the midft of otir game the duke 
gave us fome-plumb cake, which was {q\wc oi 
the beil I ever tailed. Between ten and eleven 
we retired, and count Baflewitz and I lodging 
in the fame inn, went home in the fame coach* 
I lat with him a good while after' we got home, 
and had an opportunity of learning from a 
man of his e:i^perience a great many curious 
anecdotes. 

Vpi,.. U. C . Early 
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Early the next morning I received a packet 
from buigomafter Tangatz» with the followiDg 
letter, and the annexed papers, whidi I hxn 
thought proper to lend you, tianflated iotq 
Englilh. 

- Sir, 

ALLOW mc the honour of fendii^ 

*^ you an authentic account of the triumphai • 
^ arch which was ereAed in our Town-fiddf oa 
^ occafion of her majefty the queen of Eng* 
^' land's leaving our country, where ftreams of 
tears flowed, both from joy and grieff for the 
" fame objeft. Twelve children, daughters of 
^ creditable burghers, under my diredion, 
^ joined in the folemnity, and poured forth 
their fervent wiflies to the <jueen; and, with 
the higheft pleafure, we fee nearly aU the 
«« petitions of thefe twelve innocents accom- 
^ plilhed. The gracious Ruler of the earth 
^ and fea has conduced her fafe to her' 
royal confort's arms ; and the heart of the 
^ king rejoices ; his people are charmed with 
« licr virtues and amiable qualities ; heaven has 
^ likewife bellowed four bleifings on the royal 
^ line, and may die leaves of the branches of 
** their pofterity flourifli to the end of time, 
^ You will likewife permit me to add, that the 
emblem of both worlds in the front of the 
triumphal arch, is intended to dilplay the 
^ great fuccefies which the Engliih nation, un- 

.<*der 
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^ der Divine Providence, obtained in the laft 
war by their fingular conduA and bravery, 
fo that the luftre of its reputation fliines with 
fuch glory in all the four parts of the world ; 
enabling his Britannic majefty to make good 
the wi(bj£$ of the twelve children, and turn 

^'the ravages of war into the enjoyments of 
peace* 

^ The infcription on the hinder part of the 

triumphal arch alludes to the demife of the 
" duche&*mother, who died ibon after general 
^ Graeme demanded the princefi in marriage, 

and confequently did not live to be a wit«> 
^ nefi of her daughter's happinefi. • 

Worthy fir, I from my heart congratulate 
^ mylelf on the honour of being known to 
^ you, and intrcat that you will be plcaled 
to entertain a gracious remembrance of me 
^ and my twelve little damlels. I pray God 
« preferve you in health and happincfs, that 
^ you may return fafe to your own country* 
" I am, with an unidteraUe regpird, 

" Sir, Your moft oblig'd and 
Stnlim^ Oa. a6. 1766. Devoted fervant 

^ Did drcumftances permit, I Aould ftrive 

•* hard for an opportunity of waiting on you 
^ in perfon. Interea vivat & ftoreat fiUa Reffa 

f* Anglican a proxlmc nata ! vivat ! 

^ J. TANGAT2.'' 

C 2 Account 
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Account of the Triumphal Arch and Cavai> • 
CADE, in honour of her Majeily's depaitui]f 
from Strelitz. 

THE town of Old Strelitz was defirous of 
cxprcffing its regard to the illufhioua princefi 
, Charlotta Sophia, born duchefs of Meck- 
lenburg Strelitz, on her efpoufals to his Majeily 
George III. king of Great Britain, and of 
wifliirAg her a happy voyage to England, at her 
fetting out from the bounds of its territory. 
, On the 17th of Auguft, 1761, was erefted in a 
plain a triumphal arch thirty-two feet in height, 
with two piHars in front ; and clofe to it was a 
platform of 500 paces, on which were drawn 
up the three companies of the town militia 
under arms, and their colours flying. On each 
lide of the front of the triumphal arch were . 
two green bowers, and a tent, with variety 
of refrefiiments for the fpectators ; of whom 
there was a prodigious number from the towns 
in the neighbourhood, fo that they covered 
the heights near the triumphal . arch. The 
multitudes of perfons, carriages and horfes, 
formed a moft ciiearful profpect, and among 
' the fpedators were the worthy magiftrates of 
New Strelitz. 

The triumphal arch was decorated with natu- 
ral foliage and fefioons, and over it two terref- 
trial globes in the geographical diviiions, viz. in 
the firft Europe, Afia, and Africa, and in the other 

2 America* 
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America* Great-Britain and Ireland were in- 
circled with a wreath of laurel. In Europe, was 
the Elbe with the Havel running into it, and 
at the fource of the latter, Mirow, as the birth« 
place of the Royal Bride : in Alia, the river Gan- 
ges, with its many mouths, the province of 
Coromandel and Pondicheny: in Africa, the 
Senegal, and at its iflue Fort Lewis : in America, 
the river St Laurence with Quebec, likewife 
the Miffifippi : in the Leeward and Windward 
lilands, Mariegalante, Guadaloupe, and Domi* 
' nica, all -marked in capital letters, as having 
been reduced by the Britifli fleet. The two 
gjlobes were furmounted with the arms of 
Great Britain and Mecklenburg joined. Oa 
the backpart of the triumphal arch were reprc- 
iiented Autumn and Spring, in their attributes- 
of ripe fruits and flowers, with an inicription 
to the following effect. 

Pomma fom fucceeds to Flora, 

And the bridal chamber fuferfedes the grave. 

' On each fide, within the triumphal arch, 

f^ood fix reputable townfmen's daughters, be- 
tween eleven and twelve years of age, in white 
jackets-and-petticoats, with light-blue ribbons, 

and their hair dreffed in natural flowers. Each* 

• 

had in her hand "a wreath of myrtle fomething 

above the bignefs of a crown, thus waiting the 
princeis's com*ing« 

C 3 
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On the ikirt of our field towards Ne# 
StrelitK ftood a captain of our town horfe, in a 

blue uniforiDy with iixteea tiooperSy in order 
to join the cavalcade attending on her royal 
highncfs, and conduct them to the above-men- 
tioned platform. 

This illuftrions proceflSion wis beaded by 
jnarfhal Zcfterfleth, witli two running footmen : 
then came in coaches and fix ma beloved i6ve« ' 
reign the duke, with his brother prince Charles, 
attended by feve al running footmen, and a 
body of horfe - guards ; and as they paflfed 
through the triumphal arch, the burghers fa- ^ 

luted them with their arms, colours^ and mn^ 

fic. 

After the march of the horfe came the royal 
bride herfelf, in a coach of ftate drawn by fix 
horfes, the princefs her filler fitting on her left 
hand, and in the front of the coach the coua-. 
tcfs Cocceius, fpoufe to the nobleman of that 
name, the eminent lord chancellor of Frufiia, 
Her royal higlinefs was pleafed to ftop under 
the triumphal arch j and, after an addrefs deli- 
yered by burgomafter Tangatz, in the name of 
the corporation and citizens, condefcended, 
with the mofi endearing complacency, to hear 
the children repeat their congratulatory verles ; 
after which, with a graceful refpeft and fpright- 
linefs, they threw their myrtle wreaths to her 
highnefs '^into the coach. She expreflcd her 
iatisfa^on in tbofe gracious terms which were. 
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tver natural to her, and by wliidi» in b$c ten- 
der years, flie conciliated the unalterable love 
and efieem of. all ranks. n 

After her royal Ughneis immediately f oUaw^ 
ed a party of twelve of the horfe-guards, an 
empty ftate coach and fix, the earl of Harcourt 
vAtii Uft ion likewife in a toach and fix, 
and who was obferved to view with fenfible 
plealiire both the emUem over the triumphal 
arch, and the twelve children who had acquit* 
ted theinielvea fo handfomely, and gave each of ' 
them a dncat; after the earl came Mr. conn£d* 
lor Hardenburg from Hanover : the cavalcade 
was clo&d by near thirty caches, and every 
Jthing pafied fuitably to the joyful occafion. 

Ai>x>iL£Ss of the Burgomafters, Ma^ftrates^ 
and Citizens af Stuelitz to her Royal 
Higlmei$ the moil illuArioys Princefs 
Sophia CHAaLOTTA^ Duchefs of M^cklen^ 
burg, Princefs of Wenden, Schwerin, and 
Ratzeburgh^ and Counteis of Schwerin^ and * 
the countries of Roftock and Stargard^ on 
her leaving the territories of the faid city, ia 
her way to England, as the Royal Biide of 
his moft potent and moft illuftrious Majefty 
G£o&G£ UL King of Great Britain, &c. &c» 

ILLUSTRIOUS Ducheis, moft gracious 
Princefs and Lady, your Royal Highnefi is at ' 
prdent leaving that country whofe happineis 

C4 it 
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it hastkitherto been to admire in you the ttic* 

del of a perfect princcfs. You leave it to fharc .. 
with the greatefl monarch in Europe a throne* 
re^eftcd through every part of the'uhiverfc. 
The inftant is at hand when your Royal 
Highne& will, for evep, be withdrfirwn fronr* 
our eyes. This affefts us the more fenfibly 
from the apprehenfion that the many gi^t and' 
brilliarit objefts with which yofu'WiH' heric^-^ 
forth be encircled, will efface fo fmalla place 
as^ onvBj from your ineftimable-mhembrance ; 
yet that goodnefs which we have hitherto with 
tranfport admired in your lioyal Highnefi, 
revives our fpirits :! • ft aflur^ ' us *th'at you 
will, even from the throne, condefccnd gjraci-' 
ouily to look back on our tgwn^ sLnd con^- 
niic tlic patronefs of thofe, wliofc 'happinefs it 
is to be the ftibjeds of your illuftrious, family. 
We therefore in full confidence give burfelves 
up to that lively joy excited in us all, on the 
glorious union to which the Divipe Providence 
has called your royal Highnefs, and beg leave 
to accompany you with our moft coi;dial 
wiflies for your fafe jpuriiey, and continual 
welfare and profpcrity. 

May the £temal Ruler of all things, who 
h'atlh appointed this great event, make your 
Jloyal Highnefs the mqft perfect, inft^ncp of 
felicity ; the delight of that Royal Family into: 
Yyhicli you are now entering, Uae joy of Bri- 
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tain, and the glory of the illuftrious Uoufe of 
Mecklenburg. 

May our illuftrious fovercign, the beloved 
Adolphus Fjledekic, long and in all earthly 
happinefs, together with his faithful and hap- 
py fubjects, rejoice in thefe felicities! 

Your Royal Highnefe will gracioufly permit 
that twelve of our daughters, here prefent in 
thp attire of Innocence, may, as a memorial 
of this fortunate event,' fecond the ardent fen- 
timents of their fathers, and in ^tlefs words 
moft humbly wilh you a iafe and pleafant jour*, 
ney. • ' , » 

jUi* 27* 176 1. 

(Elbomoha Borothba 'Maria Btitt%ROVBir.) 

HAIL princefs, with each fhining virtue bright. 
All pure within, without all glorious light ; 
Whofe form divine, whofe goodnefs we adoie $ 
Heaven bk(s thy parting from the German ihore. 

_ • • 

(CHRlSTlAtrA JvtlAMA EilZABETH BbbIKDSBN.) 

As confort of a mighrty monarch fhine, 
^eflore the honours of an antient line j 
For this tky conuiig Britain's Jung invites, 
fox this he calls to Hymen's foft delights. 

3- 

DoaoTRBA Blisabbtr TsTTlllOBir. 

¥ * * 

Thy foul with each divined virtiie fraught, 
Thy wifdom perfect both in word and thought i 
Each Britiih bofom. ihall with raptures fire, 
/l|id Faction fleep whilft gazing crowds admire. 

; . 4. (So- 
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(SoFRiA Elizabeth Gkadbanmir.) . 
tVbm icBted by thy royal coilibrt's fide, 

New luftre be lhall gain from fuch a bride. 
Her worth ihall grace the facred nuptial tics» 
And Britain's tlirpne in dignity ihall rile. 

(Cakolina Hbhribtta Tangats.) 
O Goiy whofe mercies thfougb the world alkoundy 

Whofe power fupports the king thy hand has crown 'd^ 
Waft o*er the main the bride's tranfcendent charms 
Iltfitfetjfto the biidcgraom's longing arms. 

6. 

(DOROTHBA GaUBN.) 

May flie witii each endearing art poffelly 
To pleafure ever footh the monarch's breaii j 
May all the royal virtues of her heart 
to fiuthfiil ittbje£b joy iincere impart* 

7- 

(AMJf A MaBIA EliKABBTH CBBi9TBll.) 

Britonsy rejoice ; recehrc n^th loud a^daim 

Sophia Charlotte, ever dear to Fame ; 
pelight of Mecklenburg, (be comes to fhower 
Onfiritsua'a Jile new bleifin|^ every houfm 

from Ganges td where MiSfippi flows, 
Diffufing wealth and plenty as it ' goes ; 
From Scii^ iHll fcoi^'d hy Pkesbos' bam 
To where St. LalmraMS^ fdl^ his filver ftteam^ 

Proclaim Britannia's blifs the world around. 

From pok ta p<4c^ to earth's maaotsSt hound* . 

9. Chris* 

4 
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(CBRItTIKA EuXABtTH PhVIMK.) 

Its wiih aufpicious Havel hafte* to bfu^ 

For fair Charlotta and for Britain's king ; 
On Britain's iile all blefllng? he implores, . 

And toUi Ki$ fikndl jr firave to Albiofi'tf fliora. 

10. 

(DotOTHiA CRBirfiiilrA kicAvtrir RirtBKEir.) 

• Beneath the Lord's anointed may ihe thrive^ 
. Still jnaf hia iaflaaBcekeep the palm alive s 
Still may it flourKh, brandies ftill extend, 

AiFord us flielter, and from heat defend. 

IT. 

(MA<iDAXEN ElIZABSTA CoLTERlABN.) 

Thrioe happy bride,. who foon ihali mit ihtf mattf,- 

Whom to behold again we wifh in vain % 
May happinefs unceaiing with thee dwell ; 
To every age may Fame thy gloiy telU 

(Catraeina S0P91A Baaraowia.) / 

Kought can our brothers ardent zeal reilrain % 
Fain would they tempt with thee the roaring main x 
Permit them, queen* thy perfim to be near. 
That of thy fafety tidings we may hear, 

(Cnoaus.) 

Yet for one £ivoiir more we muft apply. 

But little can thefe barren trads fupply ; 
Permit us, iince both gold and pearls you fcorn^ 
Your royal brows with myrtle to adorn» 

[Thefe verfes wen traaflated into Eoglilh by a gentleman 
la dus cemitiyy whofe name I am not at liberty to mention, 
i give yott diis hint to make an allowance lor the verfiiicadon; 

and you muft be fatisfied with being afliired, that the tranfla- 
ti^n conveys the fenfe of the original^J 

* 
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I have given you, my dear friend, the whole 
contents of this packet, flattering myfdf that 
tliey will afford fome entertainment to ypu, 
as they have .done to me ; fbr I aiTure you I 
am not a little pleafed with the cavalcade and 
the poetical effufions of the pretty young dam- 
fels. * In my next I prdpofe tranfmitting to'you 
a fhoit defcription of . this country, with fome 
account of its natural and civil hiftory, its con- 
ftitution and internal oeconomy. You may de- 
pend on my exadnefs and fidelity in this rela- 
tion, as well as on the fincerity , with which 
l^&bicribe myielf«. . 

5 • • * . » • « ' . 

Dear Sir, yours, ^cc. 

#fc • • • ^' ••«« « • 

% 

f , « 



' - ■ 

« 
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SitiikK, Nwmhr i , 1766. 

Dear Siit, 

IN conformity to my promife I fend you 
a defcription of the duchy of Mecklen- 
burg ; and lhall obferve to you, by the way, 
tliat this defcription is founded not only on 
my own obfervation and reading, but on th^ 
many converfations I have had with the princi- 
pal literati and perfons of intelligence through- 
out this country. 

The duchy of Mccklcn])urg is fituated in the 
circle of Lower Saxony,, between 53 degrees 10 
minutes and 54 degrees 40 minutes north lati- 
tude, and between 31 degrees and 34 degrees 35 
minutes weft longitude from the ifle of Ferra 
Its grcateft length is about 1 35 geographical 
no^iles ; and its breadth about 90. It is bound- 
ed by the Baltic . on the north, by Pomerania 
on the eaft, by the marquifate of Brandenburg 
on the fouth, by the bilhopric of Lubeck and 

the 
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the territories of Brunfwick and Lunenburg 
0& tbe wdL F€W countries are fo well watered 
as this, having feveral fine rivers, and a num- 
ber of beautiful lakes. The principal rivers 
are the Elbe, the Steer, the Elde, the War- 
now, the Reckenitz, thePeene, the Mildenitz, 
the Ncbel, and the Havel. The chief lakes' 
are thofe of Muritz, Calpin, Planer, Schwerin, 
Krakow, Malchin, Sternberg, Cummerow, and 
Tollenfee. 

The foil of tiiis duchy, efpecially in the 
middle and towards the north, rivals moft 
others for fertility, yielding pleaty of com, 
flax, hemp, and all forts of fruit. The coun- 
try, i9 divcrfified with hills and dales, and en- 
riched with woods, in wtiich there is fin^ 
timber, and plenty of game. There are mea- 
dows affording good pafture for cattle, in which 
the country abounded before the late calamit- 
ous mortality. They have numerous flocks of 
Iheep, by which they are fupplied with plenty 
of wpgl. They have a good breed of horfes, 
but not very large; and prodigious h^rds 
of fwine. Towards the fouth, bordering on 
the eledorate of Brandenburg, the foil is iandyi 
and in othei* places there are heaths, with fome 
moors and fens. The country produces no 
vines, and Icarcely affords any mines or mine- 
rals. In the neighbourhood of Newftadt they 
have fome iron ore, and an allum mine not far 
from£ldena^ 
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. It is die opinion of the learned of thi$ couii«- 
Ufi that a large zjfm of the 34tH;9 which at 
prefent only waihea the- boundaries, extended 
itfdf through the oiiddlis of MeiJii^obiug* 
Hovever extnunrdtaaiy this may appear^ od* 
thing is more probable. You cannot igi^praftt 
of the great di&reace b^tweoa wcimt gepgift- 

. phy and the prefent &Mt^ of the earths die 
former places waters, lakes, and the ocean, 
where now wc meet with drf land i citka 
which flood along the fca-fliore, and were ce- 
lebrated for maritiioe power and rr^mnOTyf^ 
m now Ibme leagues up the country. But I 
muft obferve to you, that the Tollcn lake^ 
which begins at a Village in this neighbour- 
hood called PrilwitE, and at New Branden* 
burg becomes a river, has to this very day a 
communication with the fea, by its influx 
into the Peene. From the village of Pril- 
witz, a lofty Ihore runs on both iides of 
the ToUen lake, forming a bed to that extenfive 
body of water. Near New Brandenburg there 
is fuch another lofty indofure, furrounding 
on both fides the traA called the Wtrier ; and 
between thefc heights is a plain lying horizon- 

, tally with the ToUen lake; and in this plain 
ftands New Brandenburg itfelf. Farther in 
the center is a running water furrounding that 
whole irW^r; fo that the prefent plain lies in 
the bed of a lake, which has loft the greateft 

part 
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part of its waters. Were it poffible tO Mh<< 
der the ifiiie of the Haff at Wolgaft and 
Schwinemund in Pomerania, in a fliort time 
the whole plain on which New Brandenburg 
ftands, together with all the rich paftures, which 
extend themfelves horizontally through Meck-^ 
knburg and Pomerania along the Peene, would 
be overflowed, and tlie old bed of the arm of 
. the Baltic be again navigable. This is fartbef' 
torirdboratcd by other appearances. It is ar 
known fact throughout this country, that id 
the paftures within the bed which icomthuni- 
Cates with the Tollen lake, many naval imple- 
ments,' as anchors and mafis, have been found 
by the turf-diggers. Now there could by no^ 
means be any fuch thing, had not all this tradt 
of pafturage once been a navigable water, or ah 
arm of the Baltic. Befides, in this tract are ftill 
found lakes of a prodigious depth, which are 
not yet clofed up ; likewife many places, which, 
tho' prafticable by man and beafl, yield never- 
. thelefs to every ftcp ; and, on taking a poltf, 
and pufliing it thro' the lieibage and congcftions 
that cover the furface, fo far from finding a hot* 
toni, the pole gradually finks till quite loft : ^ 

0 

proof that in many parts, under the furface of 
the paftures, there are large pieces of Water. 

Every one knows, and inllanccs of it abound, 
that furfaces of lakes become clofed, whilft 
waters remain beneath. The little ftunted furz 

• - 

grow- 
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growing on'sioors denote fuch doted lakes. 
1 am credibly infoiiiied that in records of five ' 

or fix hundred years Handing, the country 
iKtwBsn the, piftures lying horizontally wkh 
the Tollen lake, between Friedland, Trcptow, 
and New Jtirandenburg,. were , called Jnfula. 
Had this coantry been no more furrotinded 
with water than at prefent, the appellation of 
hijida could not have been given it with any 
propriety. But admitting all this traft to have 
been an arm of the Baltic, there was indeed 
fijfficient grounds for calling it an ifland: 

Should i be aiked what is become of this 
water, I anfwer two ways, ficft^ It is known 
that wateA become overgrown ; the roots of 
the duckweed, lake lentils, nettles, and other 

^ aquatic herbs, flioot among each other, and 
receive the duft or fand, together with leaves^ 
and grafts and maf» feeds, which are driven 
about by the wind. Thcfe growing tip toge- 
ther form Si furface of fome compadnei^ ; and 
thus thofe parts may come to be a verdant plain^ 
which at firft were clear water. Secondly, the 
depth of tke bed, and ths^ high Ihore^ Ihe^ that 

. tKewater in former times was adually higher. 
Eaiperience demonilrates that the inland wa* 
tm rifis with thole of the ocean* It has beeif 
obferycd in Sweden, a century ago, that this 
part of the ocean decreafes every yoar« Now^ 
if we recur to rooo or aooo ye:^ it.vill eafiljf 
Vot.IL D appear 
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appear that the Baltic may have been at fuch a 
height, that New Brandenburg plains, as fisur as 
Deinmin and Andam, were covered with wa^ 
ter, which lince the decreafe of the Baltic» hai 
graduaHy been ebbing away. 

The prefent form and appearance of this 
country is fuppoied by moft of the Utcrati to 
have been owing to an earthquake, if not to a 
fucceffion of fuch convulfions. The grounds of 
this conjefture I fliall explain to you in their 
own way of reafoningy wliich is very plaufi- 
ble. ' 

The bottom of the lakes generally h a fand; 
if in fome few ir be of another quality, as flime^ 
or mud, under the mud one meets with a bot- 
tom coniiiting chiefly of fand, and likewife of 
quartzy particles, which sune not fohdile in wa- 
ter. The country about New Strelitz appears, 
from the courfe of the rivers, to be the higheft 
in all the circle of Stargard. All rivers lying 
northward flow from that quarter, and thofe 
towards the fouth have their current in a 
fouthern direction ; yet the higheft part of 
Mecklenburg anciently lay at the bottom of 
the iea. To what then lefs than an earth- 
quake can we impute its being raifed out of that 
'"bottom ? If we furvey tiie hills extending 
along the Tollcn lake, they exhibit the plain- 
eft traces of^ running ftreams, which emptied 
themfdvcs iuto that body of water.. On in- 

veftigating 

« 
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Veftigating thefe hills, they are found to conlift 
entirdy of fuch ifarata and beds, as plainly evince 
that thefe nK)unds were formerly fluid, and that 
the concretion and combiiiation of them is ow- 
ing to the gradual ebbing away Of th^ waterdv 
Under the furface of the ground near New 3tre- 
litz vaft quantities 6{ &ones are fotind at th6 
depth of more than fix feet; and among them 
lare a great tnixky petrifafiions, ot Whole mafies 
of fliells of all kinds incorporated with dayey 
or corneous fubilances. This likewife proves 
the foil to have once been fo foft, that fionen 
of any weight fubfided to the bottom ; and 
that betweeii the ftones ihells have gathered, 
which in proofs of time are become petrified 
in the calcareous earth. *' 

Hence it is probable, that the ground which 
at prefent bears, and nouriihes the inhabitants, 
was formerly a deep lake, and a part of the 
Baltic ; but that being thrown up by an earth* 
quake, the Water at the fame time, by the 

♦ 

violence of the agitation filling the Tblleft 
kke, together With all places horizontal t6 
it, and thefe in procefs of time becoming 
iyvergrown, the country is partly thereby, and 

partly by the decreafe of the Baltic, become 
dry and practicable. 

• Thus the country about New StttUtt id 

fuppolied by thefe philofophers to be rifen from 
the fea. The town itfelf ftands at the end Of H 
Ixnall peninfula, joined to the continent only 

Da hf 
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by an ifthmus. The waters about it, though 
mott , of them b;Lit j^^rrQ^^, yet unitinjg; in a 
continued fireain, the country is properly cali-* 
ed a pcninfula. From a fen northward lifcs 
a Q>ring9 iboA forming a ftreain, ^nd ruii9 
to the Zirker lake, which, on tlie weft fide, 
waihes thp town, and the gar4eas o^ the di^ic^) 
palace. 

The country where the town ftands, is faid 
^o be very much altere4 in it& appear^ce ; f9 
that they who f$w it thirty or forty years ago, 
would hardly l^ow it ag^p. Mountains, 
v^llie^, fens, m^irflie^y wopdib .were i^terfperf? 
cd one among another, when the duke re- . 
iblved to turn (he .delightful hunting-fe^t of 
Glineie into a palace. By the hands of laborir 
ous widwftry, hilis were ipy^elJed, vallies filled 
iipi fen? draiiipdt m^l^^ i|iade {Mradipibli^ ami 
the country decorated witb limes, chefnut, 
smd varie(;y of fruit-trees. 

In the Ibil about New Strelitz, nature has 
kideed fliewcd itfelf a ftep-mother. The furfacc, 
generally fpeajung, is lan(iy ; but the gardens^ 
rich in all manner of e^uleat fruits, befides 
plcafant ^alks of ufeful trees, dp the more hg,- 
nour tp human flull and diligence. The dutal 
gardens efpecially, are a glorious evidence of 
^hat m^y be atchieyed by art and perfevv* 
Tance^ The fwampy and marihy parts have 
)»een m^e fit for culcuire > fome improved 

iota 
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into gardens, aUd may indeed be in fome 

meafur,e called floating gardens; being made 
on fens, which -once were open ponds, and 
only overgrown with aquatic herbage : fomc 
are brought to afford plenty of excellent hay; 
and others contain an inexhauftible ftore of 
. turf. The moll is made of every thing ; and 
ipots which elfe Where would be accountedbe- 
neath notice, are here improved to cpnfider- ' 
able advantage. Were the number of men 
and their induftry ii^ other more fruitful coun-^ 
tries equnl to what is feen here, how prodi- 
giouily would they be enriched ! If labour and 
difigence can in fo ungrateful a foil raiie . fuch 
products, what may not be accomj)lillied 
where bounteous' nature, as it were, invites. 
the hand of induftry ! The upper part o^ the 
earth about New Strclitz ^'"aries in quality^ 
The neareft to the ibrfate is generally fandy, 
but in many parts confiderably meliorated 
by the air, and th^ maceration of plants* 
Sand, white, yelloW aifd red ; loam, with red 
aQd yellow ciays, and veins of lime, lye in* 
tehmited in' afin Undulated difpofition^ in the 

hills, beds of them are found within half a 
foot of th0 fuifaioe : and in lev^lUtig thojtfb hilU 
Ifingukn^vavety of fiich folSlswas-difcovCTedt 
The water which is found in great pleut)^ 
v&ong thiefe fti^ta, is excellent^ and of a charmf * 
ing brightnefs, to which doubtlefs. its courfe 

P J- along 
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along the iands muft in no {aaHl meaftire contri- 

bute. 

According to the ufual property of ikady 
conntries, here are large quantities of ftone % 

but by the great encreafe of buildings, and the 
paving of the ftreets, it is fo far diminiihed, that 
the hills have been opened for a farther fupply, 
and they are found to afford very extenlive 
quarries. Appearances fhow this ground to 
have been ejected out of the fea in a ftate of 
fluidity, the fiones having funk to a confident*^ 
hie depth. But uncommon quantities being 
by the courfe of the waters continually carried 
and lodged among the land, put a ftop to^ its 
fluidity. From thefe congeftions of fand arofe 
the great number of hills hereabouts, lying 
contiguous to one another, and plainly exhi- 
biting the traces of a running water. The 
ftones are of different kinds. 

The principal are, i. The flint, properly fo 
called, which is commonly conccaved an origi* 
nal ftone, though I fliall prefently introduce aa 
obfervation towards explaining this problem. 

2. Sand ftone^, fome of which have already 
acquired fuch a hardnefs as not to be eafily 
broken. Others aro fofter, others .little more 
than a white lax £ind, within M indurated 
cruft ; others again are full of black flakes, 
beginning to granulate { and thdi» fl^fckcs ar« 
. ferruginous, 

. Honb 
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3. Horn-fioMy or properly firc-ftonc, of a 

brown colour, and whilft under ground, quite 
fofc, but foon indurated fay lying in the air. 
In thefis are found great numbers of petrifac* 
tions, as echinites, belemnites, &c. 

4* Marbles, diftinguiihable by tkeir hardneis 
and' beauty, and likewife containing pctri- 
fa6tions. You know that marbles were at 
firft a foft impreffifale mai&f which gradually 
hardened into ftone. This kind of ftone 
is filled with innumerahle petriiiadionsy and 
found in the sioniitains hereabouts between 
beds of flints, and in fuch plenty, that in two 
days a whole cart-load of fuch marble might 
be collefted. Many pieces, which would be 
highly valued by virtuofo's, are daily uled by 
-the mafons. I fliali only mention a few. 

1. Ked marble fpecklod with green, ferrugi* 
nous, and fo hard as to receive a fine poliih. 
I have feen a piece of it that might make the 
leaf of a imall table; and on both fides full of 
large orthoceratites. 

2. A grey marble, in which are lituites above 
a foot in length* 

3. Grey marble, with corals, turbinites, 
tndelites, trochites, and an infinite variety 
of marine Ihells, afffo Jhard as to be polilh* 
able. There are befides great quantities, not 

' yet come to perfeAion ; and indeed, to ac* 
quire their complete hardnefs, they mtift have 
xemaiaed in the quarry fome centuries longer* 

D4 The 
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The f ottowicg fiiew the eacths. of wbiiBli they 
coniift. 

I. Of yellow lime with a variety of fhells* 

tcrebratulitcs, peclinitcs, cliamiteSi? and the 
greater pait liiU with their. lutorail ih^Us. 
Othei^ contaiA large' conchas txilob^' In othCTi 
ace found many Imall orthoceratites. . . .t 
: 3. Of fleaky . eax^thft7 Of Uuiiii' Lha^o fetit 
pieces with lituites, and otliers which fheMf 
more than . one. kind. of. the CQXbchae. trilohsTi I 

m 

Such a quantity of ntarme petrifiufitiiiits iq. ibt 

mountains, aniidft the flints, feema ferther to 
confimn the ooiijefture of the:litenUi».that diia 
part of: Meckknburg was thrown np frojxu thi 
IjoUcMOQ, of the fea ^ an earthquake. 

4, QdireoascfloiBDSi to vhiok j^artkahdy 
Iongs> the aetites or the eagle-flone. Large pieces 
oB ochre are like¥rife fanqd^. H^, mtrnvoioMd 
with {And as not to b^tifedr in painting* » 

In the {Irata aUbixliag much lim^ ar^^ ftpflflfik 
which when burned make, a yesy gfiod gyps ; 
and in one of th^oj^ tos foup4. ^ laxge^^ec;© of 
very fine talc. . 

] m^tipned to you bafore, thai; it 19 sot yet 
fully deteripij^.ed \^h^tihcr &nts. be originally 
ijtoil6,« The 'g^jperaljDginion fnpfpfes. tb#m 

be fragments of rock, and their roundnefs tQ 
^'pceed froni tligir being aJi)fade<jL a^ cU*iv^ 
about the fpipce: ot water. But Samp expec 

rimci^s 
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j^mexits render it.probsd>k that flints undergo 
a gradii2|l fonnation* 

A ferruginous juice incorporating viqth tbci 
(an4t occafipns aa increment in ^h^ coalition 

of the grains of fand with one another, and 
they. i^b^ck fxjjpur. The granules ai^ 

not yet fo intimately concreted, but they 
m^y be triturated by the finger* Many iionea 
of tSm kind aftpe fofrnd hslre among the £md^ 
hills ; and thefe, if 1 may be allowed tlie eXii 
efii/9a, ar^ the. germ .^}m^tuiy AMtahta: 
4f ''a fliii4^« 

Farther, I aoa told, there.- ^ pIacM.iirher& 
the btock parts are become fometMng larger, 
and h^ive white fpatcous fpecks. Thefe ve mct^ 
wilih in tho£^ Ba£t& wher^ tke &i|d^ iaipr<^ 
nated wkh lime* . Whilft tUs ftone reqiaiils in:: 
the moift earth, it. is fo foft as to be friaMg, 
But ^Ur. being, expo^d only ai fetr days to thev 
air, the coat o£ it becomesof fonie hardnefe. Cftu 
breaking it, the internal part is £oi|^ fb^tj bUfer 
tl^8likewi£^ioaI^:ha|l^dc^ ip ^ie-^ airv Tlhis^ Ir 
caU the fecond degree of the foriTpation ©f thd 
fiiat. that* is^, wh^n a. calcareous jQukc^in&itt^. 
ates itiSsIff with the incorporated filiyd and iron,^ 
and thus fills the interiiiccs between the faady.. 
pavts. with ipaU:* U the calcareous )uice be ii^ 
any great quantity, it not only penetrates;' 
thro' the interftices of the fandy patticles^ bUb 
makes itielf duds, ferpentifing in the fione 
hjte white veins. I have ieen fuciv a ftone, 

which 
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whkfa at firft was quite fofit, but is now 
extremely hard, and in which the origina- 
tion of a flint may be very clearly obfenr- 
ed. As our body is interwoven with a 
great number of dufts, fo likewife is this 
ftone variegated with many calcareous veins, 
feme running into each other, then feparating, 
and forming innumerable cells and meanders^* 
In thefe cells lie the Uack grains of £md in- 
termixed with fpat, and thefe ferruginous fands 
a|id fpats confiitttte the fubftance of the ftone* 
Now on viewing a flint ftone clofely, and 
especially through a microfcope, it is feen to 
ccmfift of black and white granules, with a 
great number of white veins. From the fi- 
mUarily it may be therefore concluded, that 
lint ftones are originated from the fand, 
. So much for the foil and foflils of this 
country ; I fliall now give you fome account 
of the ftatc of cultivation, efpecially in what 
idates to agriculture. This you are very fenfi* 
Ue is one of the principal and moft neceflary 
arts, without which the human race could 
' fcaice ful^ft. It is the moft innocent and moft 
natural profeflion, the chief and moft certain 
iburce of the wealth of a ftate ; for a land to grow 
ricihwithout*a diligent application to agriculture, 
there muft be a very extracnrdinary concurrence 
of fortunate drcumftances. Experience has 
manifeftcd that even trade and manufaftures 

cannot 
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cannot enrich a country under a negleft of 

culture. And this is eafily conceived, as whea 
a'country has fuch a fuffidency of corn from 
itfelf, that it can- fparc great quantities to fo- 
reigners, the balance muft necefifaniy be to its 
advantage, that i^, if trade and manufadures 
contribute their quota ; for if thefe do not 
flouriih proportionably, the country loiiss what 
it rnuft pay to foreigoers, and this much exceeds 
what it gains from them by felling its raw pro^ 
duds, of which the duchy of Mecklenburg is a 
melancholy inftance. If, on the contrary, in a 
fiate where trade and maaufadures ace in h^h 
vogue, agriculture is . negleSed; fuch a coun* 
try gradually ruins itfelf ; for, . befiides that 
trades and handicrafts cannot cipploy all the 
hands without agriculture, larger fums muft 
be paid to foreigners for abfolute neceflaries^ 
than is gainedifroaiijtttem by fuperfluities, by 
which means a ilate may come , to be quite exr, 
}uufied« 

I have heard fome of the moft feniible gen« 
tlemen in this country compUdui that agricul** 
tnre is not ftudicd here aa a fdence, nor 
brought to any certain rules and maidms. Moft. 
of the farmers blindly follow the examples -of 
others, and abide by old cnftoms, which are 
often pernicious; or, at beft, it is not till after 
repeated damages and loiTes, that any of them 
are brought to learn a true method of farm- 
ing, to know what is to be done» and what 
avoided. . The 
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-.11^ gehei*alk)r of the nohhS^dn thb aatm^ 
try hold tljeir land^-in fhcirowri hafids, and are^ 
what we c^l in England gentlemen-farmer&tf: 
HaacQ k f^»:happeBS tbaC an eftate fal^s tOb' 
QAC who ba& not the lead: ac<](uaintance w^th 
oennt 17 affups^ aad who fca^ce Iras evei> qh^ 
of his pariii. WotrM a ia^Ker vrlio has landfl^ 
tp . leave tQ hia ion, fend him abroad uouoker. 
proper ctfrs^. wlii^rd the fot^^da^ areoac^orag- - 
eA to rural improvcitient^i by prizes arid re-^ 

wap[d8»: ted'.focktics iwetLip-rioipfo've tbtt^ 

fo necefEary fekfice Where: ..the cafufea an<t 
xttafotiiS' 0& £TCTj thing, aiie caifefiilly exaniio< 
aiMl ^SbodL .iaaxiias : :dedtBQed , irom 
Ihittif with inflruftions for. carrying them inter 

ft^ ^fl[^aidtf«iLtjlgiioas <9lieaitioa; woukliiat 

faeh ar Orte> on his talnii^ poffeffidn^ of ai^ 

large hifii iirfcmhfl*?^ i^mtih.,. r. . ' 

There is fcarce a farmer or a landfaolden 
in this' eoimtry who dt)es not conceit hitn- 
MF-^t IperfibftttfiaS^ df' agttficulture, and the 
w4R)lei^€^^^ of' ftotiiin^i^ tte proivmiice^ 
d^ifivciy on every thing ;^ but, on exasni- 
lis^fDtf^ alt his'&ill' and xi^tAaaduig coiififta 
<frtfy in cuftem android ufajisj^^lwft'hbttiinis^jtllo 
deaJ? eaf^ to every thing thajt» is new, and noO 
klDfi^f&ately ctedr to hSi meqitmlSedl under-r 
ftanding. If any altei^ations ai'e talked of, he 
plbads itupDlJIbiUty, cuftoaiy aad th^ ^ture o^ 
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Oie foil, and focetels wli9t fsi4 popf^iiences wil) 

follow A^ch iiginovatioa* 

This pertinacious adhor^ftce to c(I& . 
tQjjis is the principal caiife of tli,e flow pro- 
grefs o£ agiicuituce throughout this cou^itry ; 
yet t&e gentlemen of M ccUenburg c»n&ot he 
igoori^ni: o£ the great improvements other na- 
tism b9YC made in farmiog withio tUa hal£ 

century, how many new practice? they have 
introduced* and from how naai^y old ones they 
have departed. Indeed the laft twenty years 
are faid to have brought about £ome very hap- 
py alteradona in Mecklenburg ; they have 
gun to imitate fome of the good regulation^ of 
their neighbours,, and farming now makes a 
quitd different appearance. Bnt they are great* 
ly miftaken, who. imagine that matters are aU 
ready brodght to the higheft degree of perfee* 
tion. Very far from it. Not to mention th< 
groat number of t^oie who* either, from ig^o* 
tutee or reniiflkcfs, abide by the old rules of the 
peaianfcs, they who aim at improvement of 
rural teconomy,. il^nre l|ill many things to 
imitate, for giving a greater fecundity to the 
hehlsy meadows, ^nd . pailuri^^ fof piaking 
fwampy places, fenSyhiHs^and mountains, araUe^ 
for encreafing woods l)y new plantations^ and 
likcnvife for drawing greater ajdvaatiigcii tbas 
forrperly from fifhcries and other regalia. 

In iever2(l parts of Gerouuiy they have learned 
to plant' tdxitCQ^ • from French and Falathi^ 

8 ^ refugees^ 
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rcfiigees, which has turned to very confidera* 
ble account. There are fome in this country 
who haTc likiiwife embarked in the fame 
undertaking, and found that by planting to- 
bacco> and the frequent grubbing up the 
ground rcquifite in that operation, the foil is 
meliorated and cleared of weeds. Several far- 
mers have lakewife foreign vegetables^ as htoc* 
coll, truffles, lucem, and clover. ' But I won- 
der that fuch good examples are not more 
followed* 

While the people of this country have ftill fo 
Biany uncultivated traOs, and unfruitful hills» 
they ihould not complain as they do that arable 
land and farms are wanting : fo loiig as their 
cattle are without fodder in winter^ and yet 
leveral parts of the country over-run with 
Iwamps and fens, which zSeSt the fruitfulneis 
and {klttbrity of the land, they cannot with* 
any grace call themfelves good huibandmen. 
When no place of any confequenoe Hull 
lie uncultivated and ufelefs, whether in fields, 
meadows, or woods, then, aiid not till then,, 
one may conclude, that the country is iuffi<> 
ciently populous, and has great numbers of in- 
dilftrions and knowing farmers. 

Improvements in agriculture are infinite, 
and every day produces fome ; but they require 
diligence and experience, intelligent and fagaci** 
ous huibandmen. When a farmer lays afide his 
prejudices, and attends to right and beneficial 

4 meafuresj 



LETTER IlV, 47 
meaftires, and this is accompanied vnih. fome 
difpoiition to promote the general good, he 
will be coBtiniially improving in rural oeoo- ^ 
nomy. 

A gentleman this conntry* was mentioning 

to me the other day a plan, which he propofcs 
laying before the duke, for the fpeedier im-> 
provement in fereral branches of hufbandry. 

Every farmer or landholder fliould keep a 
book, forfetting down exadly when, and in 
what manner, he prepared his ground, and 
fowed and reaped ; what throve, and what did 
• not ; what he omitted ; to wliat any milcarriage 
may be attributed ; what advantageous method 
he has made, ufe of; what experiments he has 
tried ; how they anfwered, and fo forth. In 
.a word, all, to the mgft minute proceedings, 
with their refult of them, mniil be fee down in 
this book. 

Every half year, ii^ eight, or ten neareft 

neighbours ffionld meet, produce their books, 

compare them freely, and make their obferva- 

tions. Every one, for his farther re m embrance 

and reflection, muft take fuch obfervations as 

are praAicable down in writing, and make ez« 

periments on them ; of what has thriven he 

muft give an account to his neighbours, and 

•continue that procefs, laying alide fueh prac* 

ticcs as have failed. The keeping fuch a book 

•would be but little .trouble, rather an entertain* 

ment } and a moft ufeful work to pofterity. 

The 
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The prioetpai cairfb' the flow imfiMte^ 

ments in agriculture throughout this country^ 
. is the chaoge of rural osconomy, whkh has 
thrown the farms into fewer hands ; a per- 
•AicioiUft pradice like that of engroiliog thein» 
in England; I bave had freqvent coRTerfiitioils 
on this fubjeci: with iome of the mo& experi* 
CDced in thefe mattera, by which means I am 

enabled to trace the aflair to its fourcc, and to 
ihcw you the difference between the ancient 
.^tad potent ftate of £mning in the dndiy of 
Mecklenburg. 

Within fbmething above a centnry this conn- 
try has fuftaincd fuch alterations at totally 
&bverted the ancient oeconomy. The Thirty 
Tears War, in which the dukes of Mecklenburg 
were unhappily involved, was attended with 
^egl^rabltf wvages^ and genetai Gallas made 

. it his particular bufinefs to defolate the ci^- 
]ck> .of 3targar4» in which Strelitz is fituated. 

. ^Thfxe are ftiU ikiany monumsnts of his inbo- 

manity, by which that commander appears to 
juve been a fevere icourge to Ais country. War 
broi^bt on* the peftiknce, which, efpecially in 
.the year 1636, &c. fwcpt a>Fay almofl; the whole 1* 
xcnuin^r of its iahabitaBts* From the year 
1650, the duchy of Mecklenburg began to re- 
cover itfelf a little; hjit thttt it has not yet re- 
.eovered its former sAoence and populoufiiefSy 
.the following reaibus^ I apprehend^ will de- 
monftrate. 

I. The 
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, 1% The duchy of Mecklenburg had formcriy 
xnore villages (bans at prefent We are ftill af- 
quamted with the names of villages now no 
longer exifting ; and on the heaths and in 
woods one meets with the ruins of houfes, 
, and even of churches. Many woods now arc 
called Hageih which^ in the old Teutonic lignip 
fi^d a village. Now that woods could be fo 
called, is not well to be fuppofed, had they 
not borrowed this appellation from the vU« 
lage, the fite of which they at prefent occupy. 
That Hagen iigni^es a village, is very plai% 
from its compofition with other names ; as 
Hinrricks - hagen, Dietricks - Jiagen, Lutken- 
hagen» &;c. Thofe villages, the names>of which 
. terminate in Hagetiy belong to the middle ages, 
and were founded by Chriftian : inhabitants ^ 
as thofe ending in Itz and Ow, were built in 
the moft ancient times of idolatry. No new 
villages are to be found in Mecklenburg^ un- 
left we will give that name to a few farms here 
and there; an^l thefe were rather built for 
cattle than for men, 

2. This duchy had more inhabitants for- 
metly than at prefent. This indeed (eems- 
a direA inference from the former, as the 
more villages, very probably the more in- 
habitants ; but I will produce to you a proof 
of another kind. I have feen feveral old re- 
gifiers, which demonfirate the point. I ihall 
only mention two ii^fiances. In a tillage. 
Vol, II. • E where^ 
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;-wIiere, iinct the Thirty Years lof, there have 
been only five peafantt and a Surm-lioufdy 
there were formerly fifteen, beiides the farm- 
honfe. It is true,thefe ^re only half fer^ 
xners, called Coffats : but thefe half farmers I ani 
tdd had as many domefUcs and cattle as a 
whole imtitt of the pttfent times. And this 
is certain from all accounts, that each of the 
fifteen t>e&fatits had fcarte half at muck 
ground as each of the five prefent. In ano- 
'tiler village there are at this time eight peafantsi 
tut frohi a t^^ tegifte^ it appears, that antiently 
every peafant of the village was to deliver 
eighteen bnlhels of grain ; the total am6nht$ 

to three hundred and fixty; confequcntly the 
village, where at^ prefent only eight peaianti' 
(an-get a living, had at that time twenty. 

In travelling through Mecklenburg, one fees 
^thouc the pttfent limits of moft of the vil* 
lagcs, fruit-trees, heaps of ftones, and other 
monuments, which plainly iliew that the vil* 
lages were formerly much larger. Were the 
prefent inhabitants of the circle of Stargard 
fo be nmnbered, there is ' reafon to be* 
lieve that they would be found leffened in 
proportion. And contrary to all expedatioo 
It ha« appeared, on a regular ftilvey, that the 
moft fruitful parts of Mecklenburg have the 
feweft inhabitants, and that the worft are the 
bcft peopled. 

3. There 
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3. There was formerly more tillage and 
^aziery thflft at pftfent Few diftrids are 
generally cultivated as once was the univerfal 
pfifftice. la moft we meet with whole tracb 
ovcr-nin with woods, where the marks of 
the furrows are fiiU remaining ; a plain proof 
that thefe woodfi occupy the place of what 
formerly was arable land. There are even 
heaths where thefe traces of the plough are 
to be feen. Now, if a greats number ef peo* 
pie lived in a dillrid:, it would require that it 
ftould be erery wliei« coHrnrted to iht iit« 
moft. And this extenfion of tillage would 
likewife ttquire a greater ^ number of catde* 
And of ^oMHbi more ca^ moft have been 

kept in that diftrid. How all thefe could £ub- 
fift in a fpot of Iand» which at prefent fcarce 
maintains a much fmaller number, I Ihsdl ex- 
plain to you hereafter. 

4. From tiie inquiries I have made, it aj^peart 

that domeftic ceconomy was in thofe times quite 
different from what We now fee it ; and dus I 
fliall {hew in feveral partknlars. Hie villages 
and the lands belonging to them had their pro- 
prietors "in thofedays as at prefent; but the 
difference between the ancient and the modern 
dbconomy was very great. Moft of the villager 
Were divided among feveral proprietors. In 
proof of this I ihall only mention the village 
of Ziercke, on the other fide of the lake of 
Strclitz, which, though fmall and inconfidera- 

£ 2 ble. 
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ble, is faud to have had feveral noble proprie* 
toiSy o£ whom each had one or two manfion- 
houfes. The like is applicable to moft villages. 
The villages were divided according to the num- 
ber of families : father^ brother, children, and 
fons*in«law, lived with one another, and every 
one had his property. Whether this was an ad- 
vantage or a detriment to the nobl^ families, I 
fliall not take upon me to decide ; but certainly, 
to all the inhabitants of a village taken aggre- 
gately, it muft have been highly beneficial* If 
a village was divided among leveral proprie- 
tors, every one llpod up for his right, and 
confcquciuly the whole was regularly divided; 
both the ^able and^he pafture land, accord- 
ing to the neareft equity in goodnefi. Every 
one had likewife his certain trad of woodland ; 
. and there are many-places, where they ftill retain 
the difcriminative names ; though thefe names 
are of no farther ufe than to denote the former 
ftate and conftitution of Mecklenburg. There 
were alfo commons, open to the cattle of the 
whole diftrid; the eXcli^on iiow fo frequent^ 
was not then known. • 

The lower clafs t>£ inhabitants or peafantt 
foll6wed this regtilation. On the marriage 
of children, the father did not turn them out 
of doors, jaor were they taken from him for 
the fervice of his lord; but he either kept 
them in (he houie, or builc a cottage for their 
accommodation. Her^ he fettled his children, 

and 
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' and they were occafidially to affift him io his 

labour. The villains performed their fervices 
. to their lord weekly; but tbefe fervices were 
. nothing fo bnrthenibme as at prefeot* It is 
fcarce fifty years ago, fince the boors in 
• Mecklenburg ienred only, five days 20 the 
week, having the fixth free to themfelvcs. 
Neither did . they employ in this fervice fuch 
a number of catde and men as at prefent. 
But at that time there were laws for regu- 
.lating the . labour and fervices of the vil* 
lains, and laws duly obferved. Now if the 
.wealth, of a country, which has no foreign 
maritime "commerce^ confifts in the number 
of its inhabitants, agriculture, and grazing; 
Mecklenburg muft be allowed to have been 
a very opulent countiy before the Thirty 
Years: War. The villages indeed did not 
produce one-fourth of their prefent rents ; 
but they maintained more men and cattle ; 
and confequencly the products of the lands, 
bcinor diftributcd into more hands, exceeds 
cd thofc of our times. • 

5. As to the queftibn, how a greater number 
of men could fubfift in Mecklenburg, you muft 
coniider, that the manner of living in former 
times is to be diftingulflicd from the prefent ; 
and on this occaiion I lhall mention a paflage 
which I had from an eminent lawyer in this coun* 
try. Towards tlK end of the fixtccutli century a^ 

E 3 jjcn. 



Digitized by Google 



54 LETTER XIV. 

gentlemin, whofe funiiy is now ^xtiod^ lived 
vith hit wife, bat no cUldreOi at bis .village, 
and owed 6qoo floxins, or 3000 rix<-dollar8« 
. In the ydlr 15759 be fonmUy madtt tiM eftate 
over to his creditors, for 12000 florins or 6000 
iix*dollar«» witli a provifot that, if after dedud* 
ing the capital which had been lent, they 
would allow him five per cent per annum for 
die nsmaining 3000 rix^dollart, the cftaAe 
fliould be theirs by purchafe, as he could live 
on the intereft, Th^ inference I draw from 
this 18, that 200 years ago, a gentlcnian with 
150 rix-doUars a year, could fubfifl genteely, 
according tp the then mode of living. Now, 
if in thofe times fo fmall a fum could fufflce 
for a gentlemaUf it may eaiily be reckoned how 
Btlfe a peafimt or a meaner perfen required for 
his fubMence ; and thus you fee how at that 
time^ a mucli grealer number of peofde could 

fubfift in Mecklenburg than at prefent. No 
poach and horfea w^e then known^ no livery 
ftrvantf , no waiting«maid$, no Burgundy and 
Champaigne, no French and Bruflels lace, no 
Af9, and ^Jiit. A leafii of grey-^unds was 
the only equipage, and thefe fed on bread from 
the owner's ground, and t^^ Uffxp tune pardy 
fiipplied his kitdien. 

But for a farther elucidation of this point, I 
lhall give you Irom good authority an acooun* 
of t J^?if fpf m^r flaajin^r of Uvingt clpecially that 
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wUch obtaiued iu. its iimplicity amon|; 
ilu? couutrjr peopli. The duchy of Meckleo- 
burg indi^utably abounds in provifions : 
jit is the lame fgii as it was two hundred 
years ^gcu What a gre^ quantity of corn* 
butter, cattle, efpecially hogs and flieep, are 

every year e;q)orted» which if confiuned at 
home^ would fuffice for fome thoufands t 

More handi^ were formerly employed in agri- 

graziery, which^ at prefent is in 
the hands of few, was then general, eveiy 
family* more or lels, keej^ing cattle. Th^ 
many hundreds of pigs, for infianee, which 
now die every year for want of ncceflary car^ 
by rc^Ubn of the multitude of them, were the 
peculiar department of the farmer's induftrious , 
wife I fo that few or none were lofi : confe« 
quently, there was annusdly a greater increafe 

of provifions, ' 

^very inhabitant had his par^l of land, on 
which he lived ; and bcfides tillage the genera- 
jUt^ of cottagers could keep a cow, a hog, a 
couple of 'geefe,and even a fheep, which were 
his fupport. The peafant lived by the ground 
which he tilled; he fowed and reaped, and his 
crop was his fubliftence. The principal article 
pf his houlhold was his being able to keep a 
* cow, as will appear from this comparifon* Sup* 
pofe two peafants with equal families; one 
^eeps a cow, the other has none: now, on ob* 
fcrvation how much corn each brings to the 

E4 milij 
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mill, the latter will be found to ufe as much 
again as the former. Eat he mnft ; but what ? 
While the former has milk, cheefe, &c. the 
latter can only take fome meal^ fiir it about in 
water, boil it up, and there's his fare. The for- 
mer wants no i^e to dreis his food ; whereas the 
latter cannot by any means do without it 
This fufliciently proves that the breeding of 
cattle is what a peafant can fiibfift on both beft 
and cheapeft. A poor peafant in this country 
could formerly as well fupport himfelf with 
milk, as the boorinPomerania does to this day, 
having always in his cottage a large veffel, into 
which is poured a quantity of milk, from 
whence the family occafionally fupply them-^ 
felves. • The Mecklenburgher would uncjuef- 
tionaly embrace the like refource, had he, as 
form,erIy, a cow to come home e.very evening 
with full dugs. 

The ancient inhabitants ufed for their 
cloathing wool and fla;^, the earth with his 
own induftry fupplying him with .both« He 
who had no ground for fowing flax, agreed. 
, w ith a neighbour to fow linfeed for him on bis 
ground, and by way of return he was to help 
him in his work. Thus the inhabitants pro- 
curing flax by their own labour, ftood in no 
^ccd of money for purchafing it. The other 
article was wool. Mofl: peafants took care 
to have one or two fhecp ; and he who ha^ 

' * ex 

poiie ufed to earn wool, particularly by deep- 
* fl^caringj 
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{healing; thus the inhabitants tirere ftirnilhed . 
with cloathing. The old Meddenburg drefs 
Hill fubfifts in fome places, and efpecially along 
the Baltic It is but lately that the lower 
clafs are come to wear cloth. The wool was 
i^un, and coloured with hrebs^ brown^ bhi^ 
yellow, green, and even dark red, according to 
every one's fancy. In the weaving of flax or lin- 
nen, wool was partly Ihot in inftead of thread, 
which made worjf the old original wear of the 
Mecklenburghers. The only pecuniary ex* 
pence was paying the weaver ; all the reft the 
peafant provided by his own induftry : the tay* 
lor's place was fupplied by the good mother of 
the family. Another article of expence, indeed; 
was now and then a pair of ihoes ; but in fuch 
cheap times, and fuch a plenty of leather, 
thefe could have coft but little. 

Farther, the duchy of Mecklenburg former- 
ly enjoyed a beneficial trade, which of late, is 
reduced only to fending com out of the coun^ 
try, bringing in money in return, and immc- 
, diatcly fending it out again, for things they 
might very well do without- A hundred rix- 
dollars brought into the country for corn, 
and a hundred rix-dollars fent out of itibr 
wine, is an even balance, without the leail 
advantage to the ftate. Formerly, the money 
remained in the country; what the peafinC 
wanted he bought of the artificer, who again 
was^his . cuftomer ; and this produced^ a happy 
6 circulation* 
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f^cyUtioiu TW wqre at little coft <jva» 
l^t tMr Anrqilttrs aa4 utcofitei^ sqoft of 

being the work of their own hands. A 
pot and }Le^ tb^y bought f but the othfx 
Hicefiari^ iipployed their winter eveniagi; 
A bpard with four legs ferved for a table ^n4 
)>fnchiwd 41 board failened in the fide fif the 
room fuppHed the place of a cupboard. Chairs 
were ipad^ 9( pl^^ted dbips ; a fquare piece of 
iinpod waa a plate ; the £M:her of the £umly 
cut fpoons, made the wooden parts of the 
ploui^ md .ouriagesn. and brought up the 
young^ ones to ^e like flulfiil induftrjrt in 
IQaking nets all hands were employed , and 
tjhufl all lived ii| comfort and plenty. 

a 

I have already obferved to you that there 
yr9» but lijttle wood in Mecifienburg ; but in 
thofe times inucb left wood ferred than a^ 
prefent. The houfes were qiute different 
^om thofe now in uie. A man of fubftanct 

had but two fmall rooms, and an inferior en- 

jpyed hiwfel^ in one. Then turf was dug^ fo 
tha!t there was no want of fiieL In a word^ 
thofe time^ advantages which the prefent « 
orcunifianceji 4o not affoffd: and upon tb^ 

teft calculations that I have heard, the natural 
f ichtes. of this country ware greater at thai; 
tmiff when an eftate was valued only at 
§ooq ri^^doUar^ vfhkik now would fetch 

t 
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Thus hive I g^ven you a general iketch of 
domeftic ceconomy, as it ftood about two ceu* 
turies ago; I lhall now add a few obfervations 
IbiP the better comparing an article of fuch im- 
portance with the prefent. From the foregoing 
Mview yoH will find that this country waa 
well peopled ; all thofe villages and farm- 
houfeSy which now lie in ruins^ i^irarmed 
with peafiuats. The calamities of the times, 
by d^roying the habitations have fcattered 
the people ; and little care has been taken to 
rebuild the villages, and recruit them with 
inhalHtantfi. The ereiSlion of gla& manufac^ 
tares has indeed cleared many arable traAs, 
which had been over run with flirubbery, till 
In time the glafs^houfes were turned into 
farms. But thefe farms arc in the hands of 
one ilngle proprietor, and do not contribute 
to the fupport of fuch a number of men at 
inight live in thofe places. Thus population 
has not been incxeafed by that change; only 
loore corn has been produced for one Ilngle 
owner. Were a fcheme to take place for all the 
villages to be filled with inhabitants, as for* 
merly^ numbers would be found greatly want-* 
ing I and to fupply the deficiency with foreign 
emigrants, has its difficulties and inconvenien- ' 
pes. Were public notice given that a Saxon 
or Pomminian farmer or hufbandman fliould 
have a recompence fully adequate to his work, 
U WiHl)4 fopii appear 1h>w little foreigners are 

difpofed 
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' difpofed to remove hither and till thc'hnd* 
Artificer& indeed fettle in forne of the^ towns, 
and to their advantage in many refpecb. 
The great fcarcity of hands in , this conn* 
try never is more manifeily than when men 
arc wanted for any particular bulinefs. Then 
it is viiible, that there is fcarce a fuffic^e^qr 
for performing the common necellary works ; 
and even thefe muft exert their whole ilreiifigdit 
and oft en wear tbemfelves out before ' their 
time. 

Many are the caufes of this want of men. A 

great part of the youth quit their country, and 
go into foreign fervice ; and the country labour* 
ing-man is reduced to fuch neceiBty and indi* 
gence, that it is eafy to forefee the number will 
lefien fooner than encreaie. Whilft a man and a 
maid remain fingle, they are brilk, aftive, heal- 
tby» and Ibrong ; and their appearance praifes 
their keeper. But before they Imve well lived a 
year together in marriage, their bloom is faded» 
and their ftrength gone. Toil and penury, la- 
borious days, nights taken up with thebufinefs 
of the houfc, bringing of wood, working in 
their bit of a garden, low wagi^s, and even from- 
thcfe frequently fome opprelfivc defalcations ^ 
do fuch things afford any profpecl of an en-, 
creafc in the human fpecies? Children come 
on. The mother muli attend and work at the 
lord's roanfion-houfe, the child is left under the 
care of another not much bigger than itiel^ 

and 
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and inftead of food, fpends itfelf in crying till 
fleep relieves it At length it gets food, coarfe 
four bread, which then it devours to excefr. 
Such nurture creates various diftempers, and 
the greater part of the poor creatures perifll 
before they are capable of any fervice. The 
adults are weak, and being unable to labour^ 
have nothing to live on, and thus are deftitut^ 
of fuccour and remedies. How is it poi&ble 
that undjcr fuch circumftances the people 
ihould encreafe; much lefi reach the ni^me^ 
rous population of former times? *' 

Some are apt to fay, that agriculture has been 
brought in this country to the fummit of per- 
fedion ; whereas the moire fenfible part acknow^ 
ledge that the country is nothing near tilled to 
that extent and advantage as formerly. There 
are^ hdwev^er, w&o pMleiid, that the defideucy 
is made up by the prefent manner of cultivation; 
It is not long iincd it has grown iato a cuAom^ 
thiV% proprietdr having two villages near one 
another, turns one into a farm, and makes the 
other a village for his peafimts to live* in ; or, in 
other words, of two inhabited villages, difpeo- 
ples ooe ; and at prefent they grow very fond of 
imitating the HoUlein ceconomy, in thus buikl< 
ing villages in couples. I do not deny that a pro.- 
prietor is coufiderably advantaged by this new 
invention of avidity ; yet not to mention his 
villains being extremely enfeebled by- their la* 
borious field-iervices, it is a que^cm whe* 

ther 
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ther Us pfOfi|$ wmdd ftiffer any co&fldemble 

diminutioo^ were botk villages, properly inluir 
jbiitecL , . 

Let us fuppofe a proprietor with a farm re- 
fttt^g eigbt laib of &ed > the managemeiil: 
of it caHadt be well coiHliiAsd widumt a 
;viUage of ten pea£yits ; and thefe will not fully 
niwer nU tJm tgreftic lervjoes } hm mufr far** 
ther have three teams of horfes, and men to 
take care of his cattk* Mpw let the proprietor 
cofnpiite th^ joiat prodaceof both villages, ajui 
deduding the feveral expenditures, divide the 
£uri9 among fiateea peaft^t^ io fucb a pri^K^ 
cm that each fliall afe half a hift of corn for feed, 
and be allowed to pay a pecuniary duty inftead 
of 'field fsrvific ; it is a j^oblem yet imdeter^ 
mined, whether, under fuch a di&ribution, lus 
aftate does not bring him in a» much» as under 
the former circumftances, when he engroffed - 
the whole produce of the farm?. The latter 
aaiethod^ at leaft^ is the beft for encrea&i^ th;s - 
number of inhabitants. This I think is v<ery. 
dear. . Let lis compm a vilkge Wbcre tlie 
peafants pay inftead of ferving, and are certain 
that they and theirs lhall remain at home 4 let 
m compare it,* I fay, with a village that has a 
farm, where the peafants muft perform the f€> 
veral ftrvioea. It is obvious that the former 
will have a great many more inhabitants than 
the latter. For inftance : the village of Sand* 
hagen, not fa^ from Friedlabd, and that Zi^ 

ercke, 

m 
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crcke, near this town of NfeW Strelitz, are ia 
^ iingratef&l> foil, and fo ihconvenitiKdy ixit- 
ated, that there is fcarce a worifc 'inallMeckkn- 
bturg I yet a3 the peafants redeem their fervices 
1sy tiibney, 1)()tli "sM much better peopled thjih 
other villages more happily fituated, but under 

different drcamftatices. ^ ' ^ 

Agriculture itfelf would Ibe ctmficieraMe 
gainer by thelaft method; for every oneknow$ 
iliat %d tiM moire careful and diligenr ti/k&k 

working for onrfeives, than when flaving for 
others. The pealant, whilft employed ih his 
tord*« fervice, is no more tharf k machine, knd 
the fieward or proprietor is the mobile of it : fa^ 
%iiret ccntfnte teafon, or the fuggefti6fi$ ^ 

experience : and frequently it is more than he 
dare do, as poi&bly he might then be found wifer 
than his overfcet. He niuft tofl till themanfi[ofv- 
houfe bell rings, which often is prolonged be- 
yond the due time, and this without any intei^ 
vals for reft. The natural confequence miift be, 
that this peafant goes heavily and negligently 
ibont lii$work; whereas he who pays a pecu- 
niary acknowledgement inftead of his fervice; 
fooki on the land as his property, and tKft 
fruits of his labour are his own. This animates 
him to greater induiixy and circumfpectioil 
in all his proceedings, in manuring, ibwing; 
and every part of hufbandry. Such were thd 
means by which this country was enabled to 
afford a plentiful fubliftence to fo many thou- 

fands 
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£md8 more than at prctfeot The lands weiyr 

divided among the farmers, who, befides the 
fuppli^ to their landlordst maintained them- 
. ielyes and their children, together with whole 
' families of domeflics and fervants. And, for the 
^prdervation of good order and juftice, country- 
courts were erefted, with a manlion - houfe 
,and a parcel of land for the judge, who was 
.thus always at hand, and whofe intereft it l&e* 
iRrife was to put an imq^ediate ftop to all irre- 
gularities, and confiilt the prqfperity of the 
i diftria. ' 

Graziery, in ancient times, feems to havelai* 
boured nearly under the lame difficulties as at 
prefent; and yet it certainly was then in a much 
,more flomiihing fiate. This branch of huibandry 
is of greater advantage to a country than thip 
richeft mine works* Of thefe only a pait of the 
in habitants can partake, but graziery benefits 
the whole, from the highcft; to the lowcft. 
The Mecklenburg horfes are, in themfelves, 
' ftrong and vigorous ; and if not quite fo large • 
5^ thofe of Holftcin, fo are tliey not by far 
fi> weakly, and feed on cheaper fodder. Yet, 
geperally fpcaking, the breeding of horles is - 
very much negleded in Mecklenburg. The jial> 
mers make the greater part of thofe who keep 
horfes; yet are they moft wretchedly carcleli, 
or at leaft miftalfen in the means of having 
good cattle ; though a bad bcaft requires as 

much fodder as the belt. He turns his foals , 

• *•.••' 

on 
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fon the common, for two years, amidft ftonc* 
•horfes and mares i apd in th« Uurd year bis foal 
yields hhn another ; and by this time both are 
good for nothing. The young Itonc-horfe like- 
wife fpoib itfelf amidft the great number of 
mares ; whereas, were the peafants allowed a fe« 
parat^clofe for young ilone-horfes, and a ftallion 
common to the diftrid^ thefe mifchiefs wouk) 
be preveutedj and within the fmall fpace of 
five or fix yearsy the breed of hordes be confi* 
derabiy improved*. 

It is pretty much the like cafe with the horned 
cattle. The firft- year, a ^If intended to be 
brought up is kept at hoine^ and the fecond 
year it is turQed ob the cammon ; where, be^ 
fides other incidental damages, a cow-calf 
ufually calves in the third year^ which impairs 
both its growth and firength, ' and the future 
breed fuffers from thcfc defects in the dam^ 
WhereaSr wene a ^iftrid of feveral villagei 
allowed a tolofe, where the young cattle might 
feed by theoifelves another year^ graziery 
would be- greatly advantaged 

The breeding of flieep, that fourcc of the 
.wooUen tradey the advantages of which are 
fo many, is left to the good pleafure of 
the ihepberds; and thefe, if not belied, make. 
advant2^s not eafily detected* It is faid 
to be their Angular good fortune, that their 
iheep have bo.th Uie beil lambs and the beit 

VaL.IL F wool 
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wool* Whether this be true, I know h6t ; but 
I am told, that whethor die irSim has ^od or 
bard.iKroo!, h mzdt a df indifference. 

An experiment has beeii tried in feveral coun- 
tria) of (A-bcutiilg foreign fiinn of a Eacr wboi ; 
and it has been found to anfwer very well ih 
the lambs of fuch a breed* I queftion whether 
a perfoh who propofed inlitatibg Als in MecK- 
lenburg, would not expofe himfelf to ridicule 
-and cenfiirei But if procuring foreigii ftaUio^ 
for ftuds lias been found of fucli advantage, 
why not like wile try the experiment of fdreign 
ram^, when the cafts %ft quite lliliiflar i . 

Nothing is more detrimental to Iheep-breed- 
ing than the c^ontiiiual roVings of the flicp- 
herds ; who, Tartar like, generally fhiFt their 
^alks every year, totally unacquainted with 
the nature of the feveral foils. feswA has its paif- 
ticular quality ; meadows, marfhes, fwampy, , 
dry parts, Under fome cilx:nmftances are boSc- 
ious to the Iheep, and at other times agrefc 
\vith them: each has a particular herbage; 
fome wholefome, othet^ ^rnicions* This in my 
opinion is the real caufe of fo great a mortality 
among the Iheep ; at Icaft I have bceSn inforttf- 
ed of an inftance, which, very niiich 'COiiBrlS^ 
niem this opinion* 

The regular and exaft divifion of ahtblc 
land among the joint inhabitants of a place, is 
prefent become fo obfoiete, that fcarcfe any 
- . • • • veftige 
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Vdlige of thsU: beneficial equity is remaifiing : 
' 'C&cept thftt ibmepartkulars rriating to tiiegl^l>e 
of a few pariflies and tht prieft's portion fliew 
iiow tlve aAcient cuftom ftood; It was juiUy 
tbemght, that the inhabitants of a diftriftxnight 
to haw a certain part of the land for their 
vie. Thick infaaMtant$ made four ithfliss, the 
nobility, the farmers, the boors, and the clergy, 
3rhe coaiitr^ was divided into (btialler parts 
'for the convcniency of tillage, and that which 
required twelve buQiels for fow ing, was called 
a bufeot manfus f . Of thefe, the titter or gentle- 
man had a part granted him by the duke, 
imd they were known bj the name of riHtrbufos^ 
1)ekig in leffer or greater number ac<:ording 
to the extent of the different diftricls ; fome 
of which comprehended ten, ttreSve, or fixteen 
^tterhufes ; and they were all to be tilled by 
the farmer. 

It was but reafonable that the farmer^s in* 

duftry and labour fliould procure him a com- 
petent fubfiftence ; on this account four fuch 
hfifes were allowed to one farm, \i4iich thus 
. became taxable; babet quatuor manfos occurs 

f The method of mcafuring out land by the mem" 
fu$ or bufi was eftablUhed in this country by the Sax* 
ons, who are* (aid Co have borrowed k from the Ho!-* 
landers. The Dutch manfusy according to Lambccius, 
contained ia length ieven hundred and twenty, ia 
breadth thifty r4f4!ikf c«'«^« 

' N Fa in 
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in many antient diplomas. In thofe placei 
where the landlord received his whole rent io 

grain, nine bufhels were paid for each hufgy 
and thirty-fix buihels for every farm.; Si^ch 
a fiaurm confifting of four finall hufes, is ncnir 
called a bauer hufe^ and muft .pay its proppt- 
tion or contingent to the public contribution* 
The hindsy or adfcrifti gleba^ had likewife their 
portion : the ritter or gentleman, on giving 
them cottages or dwellings, granted them 
fuch a portion of ground in the neighbourhood, 
as required two bulhels of feed for annual 
ufe. The prieft's portion w^ only equal l;o 
that of the farmer, viz. four fmall hufes \ an.d 
as in fuch a diviiion of the country therq re- 
mained many nooks and fpots, thefe were con- 
fecrated.to ecdeiiaiLic ufes. The woods were 
alfo divided in the fame manner, and even 
the open £ih-ponds in the country had their ajp- 
pointed proprietors. 

Under fuch a divifion of the land, which, 
in moft places, is lunk into total difufe and 
even oblivion, a village could maintain a much 
greater number of men than at prcfent What 
was requifite for the fupport of a ritter or gen« 
tieman, I have already mentioned; the farmer 
maintained himfelf by the induftiiuus improve- 
ment of his fmall pittance ; and as for the 
liind;*, or adfcripti glebc^^ theie were of two 
- forts. Some had employment vvitli dwellings 
under the lord, and otliers lived with the far- 
mers. 
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mcrs. The latter built themfelves fmall habi- 
Udoii3 near or iqppn their lands. While 
parents were able to work, fuch of their children 
as were ma^cd lived in thofe houfes ; but it the 
parents gave* lii^ the land to their childrenf 
they retired to thofe houfes, as hereditaiT re- 
cedes, for, decrepitude; apdwhere^ if neceiTary^ 
tiieir ifiiie nuuntained tHem. On the father of fa< 
^DUy's partioniug his daughter, the principal 
parlb^as a- cdW; atod fodder for the firft yearf 
the young couple had likewife the firft harveft. 
X^l^y^bred a .hog .and a few geele^ which fed 
eiT' l!he common ; fo that when autumn came 
on, the poof f^)lpw had foipething to kill, and 
^t/for Juflr: winter fiore. The other boorsy 
Kved on their employs, pretty much in the fame 
mjc^nner, and confcquently were not without 
9 : competent fubfiftence. t 
I know feveral gentlemen who have been at 
the trouble, of viiiting the houfes of the poorer 
fort of people throughoutt the country, and 
obferving their manner of living, their food, 
and apparel ^ and they all affirnv tha( the pre«. 
fent times are greatly altej'^d for the worfe : 
and what makes U^e cafe iliil harder, no or* 
der of men is in reality a gainer by the alter* 
atipn \ but as for the peafantry, their condition, 
is becoQie much more grieyous. This, I think,. 
. might be remedied, by making it eafier for the 
poor to keep cattle, as one great means of 
tbeir dQmeftic fubiiftence. 

F3. You 
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• You fee I have been very ingenuous, if not too 
minute, my desr frkad, in givtalg yoa my rc^ 
marks on the prefenc ftate of agriculture in thq 
duchy of Mecklenburg. It is trve, theie re^ 
marj^s aire not particular to tliis provinee, bnlr 
may be applied to moft parts of Germany, where 
the miferable coadition of the pes^aatt, who am 
held in the moft abjeft ▼illeaage, prereats them 
from making the fame improvements in till^ge^ 
as we obferye in thofe countries where die poop 
enjoy in common with the reft of mankind, the 
bleilings of liberty, ,But I would not have .you . 
infer from hence, that no improvements hatse 
been made here cultivation, and in the ^ 
of meliorating the foil, On the contrary, iheni 
have been many ; and baron Dewitz, in parti- 
cular, ever fince he has been in the adnainiftrav 
tion, has given the greateft encouragement to 
fuch fchemes as any way tend to improve thq 
feyeral branches of rural ceconomy. 

But in no one artkle has he been more afli^ 
duous than in endeavouring to drain the lakes 
and marihesj with which thie part of Meckr 
lenburg abounds. There are aftually a great 
number of men employed in graining a part of 
the lake of Strelita, and in cutting out a na<» 
vigable canal, by which he intends to open a- 
communication unth the Elbe. This is a no- 
ble undertaking); and to his praife it muft be 
faid, that he ha& fteadily perfevered in it, not- • * 
withftanding the oppofitioq of tlie gendemen 
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In the feyerd-dcpartmwts of government, who 
aU al>j/3%d to it, a$ to^ ^:¥:p^iiy^9 impraiEkicar 
^le, VB^^vMob. Th^ Slid came from £ng^ 

^uld Bc^er ia tb^s -oQiuitry. fiat noyr 

they begin to open their eyes, and to thinly: 
< that ii Ua^je h»d &wer hOfm and m4tibe6» 

and happier for the fubj^ift, 

Uie pfipuUtiQp 9f t country is not 
. msY GonfideraUe, lakes and maHhe^ generally 
ippmain as they are : byt wk^u, it increafes^ 
and the admim^tatum beiida its atteatipn to 
that weighty point, on which the £Ower and 
poofparity af ik^tea may he £ud m ^ great m^9r 
fare to d^end, nothing more nearly relates to 
the comfoftabk dWjcUing and f^biifteai:e of the 
inhabitants, iban to proeufe a more commo- 
dious and fertile furface: and then of courfe 
the drataing of lakes smd mar&es is taken ia 
hand. That a country with many lakes and 
marfhes is but thinly inhabited, is a conduiion 
verified by experience, in all nations where 
the arts and fciences have made any progrefs. 
' In France, England, and the populous provinces 
in 6ennany, as Saxony, Franconia, the Pala^ 
tinate, the Duchy of Magdeburg, fiavaria, and 
. Lower Auftria^ there are few or no lakes or 
moraffes of any extent : whereas in Denmark, 
Sweden^ Foland, Ruffia, and ia thofe parts of . 
Gormany where population runs law, as in 

F 4 Holftcin, 
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Holftein, Pomerania^ tic they are by much tod 

common. The duchy of Mecklenburg abounds 
^ith them ; from fome high gW>uadi cm may 
fee fix, fcven, and even more. Now, where 
they are fo numerous, it is cerlainly moft be- 
neficial for a fiate to form as many of them 
as poi&ble into flreams and canals, for the im- 
provement of inland navigatioUt and^to draia 
the remainder. The draiaing iof kkea and 
morailes not only fupports population, but is 
a real aggrandissement of a ftatc^ -infinitely pre^ . 
ferable to tonquefts, for it diffufeth bleflings 
-and profperity over, a country. Draining eoir- 
ploys a great nuniber of liimds, and by the ao- 
quiiition pf fertile land the produ&s of the 
cotlntry are multiplied ; now the&^arexonfidcm 
'able advantages, which would compenfate for 
the charges of the undertaking,, without any 

.Other view* the additicm of fui)jeAs arif" 

ing from this increafe of Ijind, >vpuld fppn aug- 
jnent the public revenue. 

I have bad feyeral cpuverlatiqns with the 
engineer employed in draining lakes and mo- 
jafifes ii^ this couj^try; h^ is a veiy ablp, com* 
jnuni(;ative man; fb' that I have had an op* 
portunity pf knowing from hini lA what maq- 
Aer this operation is condi^ded*. . « 

The nature of the lake ha.ving been narrowly 
examined, Lhey proceed to as exadaj^owledge 
of its bottom, whether.it be muddy and earthy^ 
Ql j:o9ky ^d ftopey ; in the laft c^f(? it WUJ^ 

m 
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ttot anfwer the charges of draining; .though 
for an inland lake to have a. rocky |;rduni], 
would be fomething very extraordinary, if not 
impoilible in the nature of tilings; for. in Xht 
^ace bflbme hundrdds of years, ibch atpxan* 
tity of earthy and flimy particles muft have 
ibbiided, as to. cover it 'with a fat and Irmt^ 
tut loil, to the- depth of a yard; and fucha 
depth is fullicient for cultivation. 
; The depth of. the. lake, and: the poilibilitf 
of draining it, are confidered in every light;- 
the draining a lake of a very great depth be|n$ 
impra£Ucable. . An cxaift furvey is like wife 
taken of the Hope of the neighbpuring cpiaa- 
try,* for 'deteritimtng isi^hich way- the watetv 

from the lake is to tukc its courfe; likewife 
whether the waller can be carried off only 
trenches, or whether -engines muft be procured 
for raifing it out of the greateft depths : and 
this being doTC, the depths to be filled up 
and brought to a level with the other ground. 
Beiidcs examining into the poflibility of the 
draining, and forming a plan of the method 
of conducling it, another important article 
is a juii e&imate of the expenditures. Both 
the plan and the eftimate pafs through the hands 
pf feveral perfbns well acquainted with fuch 
worksy never committing fo important a con* 
* cerri to one fingle man, however famous {'or 
fus capacity. Farther, tlie plan and eftimate 
9fQ ib^yvn to proper perfonS| defiring their 

opinioxia 
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aj^nions exceptions \ ^nd where they fe 
yfmi/jii^ the prcgcfi^r is la aalwcr them^' 
asd fubcnit his defence to farther objections. 
Allei the fcheme is approved^ the underxa^ 
engages to 4o.it coo^etel^ at the loweft rat^ 
and at the fame timf gives fecurity for ^he 
dor perfimmioe of the contvaft. He theu fittg 
about his work in the following manner : 

Firfty he links fome broad and deep trenchps^ 
ac:c#idiiig to the Hope of the cbuptvy from 
the Isdce to the liver or bvooic intq which the 
4Mn is to be carried » tbe& treophes being 
f Aiflied, aftd the difpofition of them withtegard 
te the flope very carefully examined, the lit<*. 
#e Ijptce left between the tcenohes and the laloa 
is bored through, which gives an outlet to the 
Water. As the water decreafts ia the lake, the 
trenches are carried farther towards the middle, 
ia order to form the main trench, which tran^ 
Terfes the lake ; and whilft thde trenches ad- 
vance, a dam is made againft any irruption of 
the ^ater ; till things are ready for the dam be* 
ingboi^d through, to make a farther difcharge. 
This is the general method by which all the wa«- 
ter is carried off. But in cafe of meeting with a 
very deep bottom in the middle, from which the 
water cannot be drained by. the trenches, with^ 
out making them of an*enormous depth, the wa- 
ter is raifed by engines; and of thefe the beft are 
foeh as work both by wind and horfes. Next to 
the main trench through the lake, which is ge- 

nerall^ 
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nerally ^ p^Fch ia depth and br^^4th» ^n^thcii: 

' round the whole lake ; and dh^x^ cvoy thou- 
(fand pace& tbooe is a cxo& dmsi, idl tenmoat* 
ing in the nuin chaimdL 
: The draiaing of nurflies is conducled muok 
ia tfafi CuoeimanMr ti^M of tglm; but 
I li a' r c< c eri the operatiop performed only oii 
what we call moor or turf grounds; thde 
awe moil eafily dviUAed by ourrpag treodMi 
through thofe grounds, when the difpoiition 
.4dI the <:oimtr]r if (tich^ that t)iq water can Ic 
conveyed to feme neiglilMHiriBg ftream. The 
£r{k thing they do, is to carry a ditcjd to 
4fae middle of the moor in a ^&n€t line^ iti 
depth and breadth adapted to the extent and 
* *wetne& of the ground, and thut to the ia^ 
fofed quantity which is to be drained off. 
£very fix, eight, or ten perches, as the ground 
is more or le&fwampy, croA treoeh^ on both 
fides are drawn in a direct line, and eommuni- 
(:ating on both fides with the msun iranclu But 
in cafe of water eomingfrom any neighbouring 
cniinences, they dig a trench round the whole 
ground as a refervoir ; and this likewife com^ 
nitinic^te^ with the main trench. Thefe trenches 
are made wider at the top than at the bottoms 
that the bank may be "^e left liable to ^ve 
way, and thus fpoil th^ drains. It is likewife 
coftomary, for the better fecurity of the 
Wpric, to fpt pal^s or hedges along the banks ; 

oiier 
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ofier twigs will anfwer this purpofe, fetting 
them cmfs-wMe, 'and about foUr or five feet 
above the waten • 

. If thefe twigs are topped the firft year, fo 
Ibat they may not hold much . wind, an'd thm 
fliake the roots, they will thrive very well and 
firengthen the bank; and if thefe ofiers are 
not to ftand,' they may be hewn dowft at the 
end of five or fix years, as by that time the 
•loots having ftmck deep, will afford a -good 
binding to the ground. The earth from thefe . 
trenches being generally very good, is fpread on 
.the grounds tjhat are to be draiMd; but the 
dbds, turf, and.mofa cIods,,if the turf cannot be 
vfed for fuel, are turned jahout or plaoed in 
•heaps, in order to their quicker putrefaction for 
manure as above. . In cafe the draining of the 
water into fome natural recepitade be not prao- 
^icable, at leall not under a very great expence^ 
itfaen they have recourie to. .finkibg pond^- or 
^efervoirs in fome neighbouring bottom; and 
to thefe they carry all the trenches. 

Thofe ponds may likewise he of ule as a^ 
fiflicry ; but if even the finking fuch a pond be 
too chaigeable, there ftill remains an expedient, 
yrhich is of good effed:, and chiefly if tlie 
moors are not top wet and marfliy. It is the 
nature of moors in genera], that beneath the 
turf or niofs there is a loam which hinders the 
moifture from penetrating ; and this indeed is 
w^tat makes the^marih^ sm4 caufes the lusuri- 

ui\t 
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aat growtii of the ttnf md mofs; biit this 
loam or clay is OAly a ilratujU} and far fix^m be- 
ing, of an immeali^ xkpth ; ' under at is, gene- 
rally, a fand, or fome other ftoney or loofc 
£oiL 'Here rca£On readily informs us that 
a middling morafs may be drained by per* 
foiatiflg the clay, and thm making way for 
the inoiilure to penetrate. In order to this, a 

pit is dug in the deepeft part of the moor, till 
they ; come below the obHruciing clay, and 
meet with fuch^a fpungy finttum, as, in 
all appciarance, will be fufficient to imbibe the 
jQoifture .of th^-niariH. above it. Into this pit 
.the ebbing of the morafs is conveyed though 
it trench ; and both the trench and the git • 
are filled up after the firft drain' with large 
broad Hones, fetting them edge-wife, fo as to 
leave- inter&ices for carrying ofi the water: 
then fuch ftones are laid over breadth-wifi^ 
and thcfe covered with a loofe earth, like that 
on the fur£u:e; . Where no fiich ftones are to be 
hiid, ftrong piles arc rammed down the fides 
of the trench, and broad boards laid a-crofs^ 
and thefe are covered with earth to a height 
.fit for culture. This is a matter of no great 
cxpence, the pit being as near the morafs as 
the water will permit, and the trenches but 
ihort. Thui they have a drain .unperceived, 
which leaves the furface of the trenches for the 
plough i and in middling marflies, efpccially in 
£ich moors as are only wet and damp, this me* 

thod. 
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Aod, thb* fomeHib^ flow, ftcrer fail^ of taking 
effect, aad many tra£te ar^ mt'^ fervkeaUe to 
dMt farmer or giMUn Sd MfttH for Aehr 
thod of draining the marfli6s : I fliall now tak^ 
fbxtie natke «tf the ptM^ ttey follow to im^ 
pmve them; 

• When a marfli ift riKtefefully drained, thA 
ftamreof tfaefiMlit exM&iUdd; for aft tiieyfc 
marlhy grounds of a different natulr, fo art? 
Wiffrrent mea&ft i:iequired for ipeuderiag the 
ftewlv recovmd tearflies and mmt$ fit fbr 
iiufbandry. This exa&uoation is perform^ 
bf ImtiatidiH in order afterwards to «6il 
vaporate the lixivium, and judge of the na- 
tare of tbe foil from the quality of the re^ 
liaaimng fiilt^. Whaterer be its nature, me- 
thods may be found for meliorating it : even 
tbofe morfhr trifls^ which abounding in vi- 
^oHc and ferruginous particles are in them- 
lelves the moft ungrateful, may without 
g^at difllMlty be rendered ufefnl. I 4tall, 
towever, take notice only of moors, as the 
tnoft general kind of marfhy ^nd wet foib< 
Now thefe always confift of a turf, which is 
ttaore or lefs intermixed With earth,^ The more 
the turf is mixed witih earth, the left ferviccablte 
for fuel, but the more cafily rendered arable; 
and thouglithe turf be of the taoift cqmbuf- 
tible kind, they are not difcouragcd, for, by 
the help of perfeverance' and indufiry, this 
tmrns out tiie very ^beft and moft fruitfU 
Ijind. 
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^ I hxwe bien tcdd tbauC die burning of ftidbrs 
ufed formerly t6 pa& for the beft method^ 
bat fasct the Utt iiftpiDveinentt in rahl kiib^ 

ledge, it is fallen prfctty much into di&^ 

It requires ^ greiit 4^ of "Wood ^ ilMbt^ 
«tlld the 1&6^ Aitfft ftt ^ livd dr 
%lKPee times or oftc^^r, before the flasie fpreads 
4b as to tAt (OS foU efeai and dmigh tte 
a&es may be thought greatly to contribatc 
the imprevemeiit of the ground, hmr Ifatr it 
really Safes mty iifftlr^cl 'tmtf tiksth y^frMi. 
afhes. Tmf-iilhi iHs a thymlGal ^aalyfik of ik: 
llflilwi^ is tt^ df 'a^^ittiftjr Id '«imilb«€eitiili&_ 
towards fertilizing the ground. This worS^ 
in ihort^ isat«6hd'ea Witii a g^t d&d4>f Iftbonr 
•and trouble ; tWfe WfiVefitt »re tjr "Ao thcfate ah- 
fwerable ^ and, at prefent, they tan put their fiid 
tea bettd" tife t)^ hVijfi^ it aWay t6 litdiitir 
no pnrpofe* 

Diih^g likcwifb ii( iioit lobbed 1ipoh a(sHib 
right mean for iWeliorating mbOrs ; fuA 
grounds in themfelves abound iu mahutes. 
Turf, xv!ieti t>utMli^% degftek, WMdk k tUt 

never-failing confequence of its being Idk' 
Tdt ilidlcc^n, ailbrds ^kiity df dutijg. It is 
fomething very different that moors require ; 
^xpeir'ience (hewing that dung anfwefs , titit 
edd as litde as tlie iheep-fold. Ilie plain tfu€ti 
IS, that dungin'g fuch grounds makes them 
IratKer worfe than 1)eften 

Some 
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Scmie hald marl to be exceUent for ixnj^rbv^ 
Aig moorifii grounds ; and it muft be allowed 
to be of lome ufe in a moiiy Ibil ; yet even in 
thefe, and much lefs in turf and moor-grounds^ 
it is fiir from being always the befl manure. 
The chief ufe of marl feems to be for makiQg-j^ 
ftiff ground lodfe and fpongy ; but this is a 
melioration of which moor-grounds have n^ 
seed ; what they require is^ that the moiftufe^ 
which preys on the tender roots of the fluubs, 
the ledge and mofs, and converts them into a 
Uack earthy be drawn off ; and for this fand is 
by fome ingenious perfons reckoned the beiit 
medium. 

'You may think it ftrange that fand fliould 
contribute to improve moor-grounds ; but we 
are not yet fufficiently acquainted with its na^ 
ture. In fome circumflances, it is not only dif- 
ibluble» but likewife of great ufe for develop- 
ing other bodies. Is it not fand which chiefly 
conftitutes the firmnefi of mortar ? and how 
could this be, if it was not partly diflblved, and 
its nature as it were changed by this new im- 
pregnation i Sand has alfo another remarkable 
property, fufficiently known to tfiofe who are 
converfapt with mineralogy ; namely, marble or 
lime-ftone are not of themfelves fufible in fire; 
but on adding fome fand or quartz,' this mix- 
ture becomes not only fufible, but even liqui- 
fies much fooner than the land or quartz feps^ 
ratcly. 

la 
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tn order, therefore, to make a inoOF-gn)und 
fit for hulbandry, it is covered with fand at 

Icaft to two inches deep. Then the ground 
is ploughed to the depth of a quarter of a 
yard, that the fend may W well mixed with 
the uppermpft earth. After this, itmuft reft 
a year, daring which time the turf i-ots, 
and becomes changed into a gooi black 
earth« It is fcldom they, are at any great 
charge for bringing fand, there being generaily 
loam or clay under the turf, and under that 
fend I fo that in the very making of the 
trenches or pits for draining the moraffes, there 
will be little difficulty in getting as much 
fend as will fuffice for meliorating the foil 
When the ground, thus thoroughly mixed with 
the fand, has refied a year^ it is ploughed, and 
(owed with grain ; yet only half the propor- 
tionate quantity of feed need be ufed, and 
the harveft will be found to exceed expecta- 
tion. Thefe moor-grounds may then either be 
turned into corn-fields, or intd meadows, fow« 
ing them with clover aiid grafs feeds j and in 
both cafes they will anfwcr fo well, as in a 
few years tb repay with intereft all the charges 
beftowed on their improvement. 

You fee I have been at fome paiiis to pick 
up what relates to the improvements of farm- 
. ing in this country; I wifli I could fend yo\i 
more particulars of this kind, knowing that 
to a perion of your fenfe they muft aflford ai 
Voi.< II4 G much 
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mudi utility and pleafure as defcriptions 

of courts and palaces. In my travels, I like 
to (ice and hear every thing ; to view the cuf- 
toms and manners of the ruftics, as well aaf 
thofe of the higher clafs ; and to let nothing 
elcape my obfervation* The amufements of 
the grand monde, which we are fo fond of read- 
ings are oftentimes very trifling, and of hut lit- 
tle nfe to the public. The brilUancy of a court* 
ball or the vanity of a mafqucradc are not of fo 
much importance to me, as the converfatioa 
of a farmer well vei fed in hufbandr)^ who ac- 
quaints me with fome new invention, that may 
tend to the improvement of rural oeconomy. 

I wa& in company the other day with a gen- 
tleman fanner, who is juftly reckoned a very 
fenfiblc man. Among otlier topics he fell upoa^ 
the fubjed of the leaves of trees, and began to* 
lament, that while fodder for ,the cattle of<- 
ten fails^ and the farmers have not fuillcient 
dung for their grounds, they fu£fer the leaver 
to fall and rot on the ground, without think- 
ing of applying them to either of thofe ufes. 
The wife and gracious Creator, he faid, 
had not appointed the produdion of leaves 
only as an ornament to the earth, or as a ne- 
ceffary mean for tlie growth of thofe vege- 
tables, fince there are other good purpofes 
to which they might be applied, did we but 
take pains to collect then; before they wi- 
tlicr. 

6 Fii'ft, 
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i'irft, he faid^ that they may be ufed as fodd^ 
for cattle : but for this ufe they muft be gathered 
a little before they begin to fall, carefully turn-* 
€d and dried like hay; after whicfaf if ficcured 
from the wet and damp, they are eafiiy kept 
the wioter through. This is beit done ia the 
neighbourhood of large woods, as the gather- 
ing the leaves will not coft much. Of thefe 
dried leaves^ cows, feem to he very fond ; and 
' there can be no better and cheaper fodder for 
preferving the Iheep in a hard winter. 

In France and the upper parts of Germany 
which are woody, this ufe of leaves is cora- 
ttkon, and of infinite benefit; for the lefier 
farmers in thofe parts not having much other 
or better fodder, owe the very fubfifience .of 
their cattltf to it • Birch, oal^ dm, and wS-* 
low leaves are given to the flieep and goats 5 
lod beech^ afli, and hornbeam, io kine. Vine 
leaves are peculiarly excellent for cows and 
iheept as giving plenty of good noilk, and a 
yery agmeetUe tafte to the butter made of 
it 

• It Otouki be a nde wit& faroaers, that 

ftothing be loft that is of any ufe. Now in 
the woody parts of Mecklenburg, the ground 
in autiunn is frequently' feed covered with 
leaves, rotting ; and if you pafs that w^y only 
in tbt enfiiing winter, you iee the poor Iheep 
and cows creeping^ about their walks, and half 
perifliing for waut of fodder, wilb which 

, G a . the 
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the leaves of the preceding autumn might 
have plentifully fupplied them. 

There are likewife many other ufes of leaves; 
for inftance they make excellent litter. Theleaves 
of all kinds of tretes indifcriminately fervefor this 
purpdfe, but cfpecially the leaves of pines, their 
ifaiell preferving the air fweet and wholefome in 
the cow-houfes. In feveral parts of the elec- 
torate of Brandenbw^, only pine-leaves are ufed 
for this end ; and it is very feldom that any 
licknefs among the cattle is known there. 

Another great advantage is dunging of land ; 
the leaves mixed with earth, by reafon of their 
faline parts» make an excellent manure^ and fiill 
better after ferving as litter. He who ufes leaf 
dung may be fure he is not fowing his ground 
with w^eds. Leaves of every kind are good for 
manuring, but efpecially the abovementioned of 
pines, the juices of which increafe the ftrength 
of the manure. The dung of leaves is in gene- 
ral far better than that of wheat, barley, or rye 
firaw: the leaf having more vegetable juices 
in it, caufcs a more uniform and temperate 
fermentation in the earth ^ and thus its effeds 
are likewife more lafting. 

Leaves are alfo of a very great ufe to garden- 
ers for their beds, as a fuccedaneum to horle* 
dung or turf ; only they muft be trodden 
very clofe on the bed, and properly moiileaed* 
This leaf manure heats gradually ; and its heat 
ii more equal . and continued than that of 

horfe^ 
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horfe-dung : there is likewife not fo much dan- 
ger of the tender plants in the bed being 
burnt or choaked. The operation of leaves 
and that of turf are pretty much alike. 

In fome places, particularly in Weftphalia, 
the leaves of hard wood, as oak, &c. are ufed 
for finoaking flelh ; and how fit it is for this, the 
excellency of Weftphalia hams and faufages is a 
fuffident proof. Leaves duly dried and prepar- 
ed may fupply the place of ftraw, flocks or fea- 
thers for beds, bolilers, and pillows. Nothing 
can be cheaper for this purpofe, and at the famc^ 
time nothing more fweet and healthy. But here 
the leaves muft be a little moiftened^ as this 
makes them tougher; fo that they do not fo foon 
break into dull by frequent Ihaking. Tho' they 
are chiefly commodious for fuch poor as want 
bedding, yet in Upper Germany even the rich- 
eft have a leaf fstck under their bed inftead of 
ftraw, as being fofter and cleaner than ftra\^^, and 
not cauiing fo much duft in making the bed. 

Leaves may be put between bottles ol wine 
in binns inflead of faw-duft, and particularly 
when a cellar is dry. They likewife ierve for ' 
packing brittle commodities. 

Laftly, oak leaves may be ufed for tan- 
ning of leather inftead of the bark ; for the 
juices of the oak leaf having nearly the like 
properties as thofe found in oak bark, their, 
cfleds on the fluns are the fame. The trial 
is ea^y made : only put fome oak leaves in« 
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to water for a little time, and the water will 
ftrongly imbibe their qualities, eontrafting 
a dark colour and a remarkable aflringency. 
This is an important ufe, yet hitherto to- 
tally omitted in MecMenburg. Indeed the 
o>nly ufe made of leaves is, that the maAers. 
of the glafs-houfes rake them together and 
burn them to an afli, for making green glafs. 

Thefe obfervations on the ufe of leaves ftruck 
me very mnch ; and I muft own I was no lefe 
{^eafed with what the iame gentleman commu« 
mcated to me another time concerning the 
fncreafe of wood for fuel. 

It is an eilential.pa^t of good management^ 
UM be to me, that the wood growing on an 
ellate be kept in a due proportion with the 
^unifies living on it. To grub up woods is 
order to make more room for corn, is no lefs 
detrimental than to plant more ^ood than the 
eftate requkes ^ and he who clears the beft ^xits, 
cfpecially fandy hills, in order to plough them 
np^ hiirt$ his land^ the ianjd being thereby blown 
or waflied into the fruitful vallies. This fub- 
' jjcd^ he added, was too extenfive to bedifcuifed 
at once; fo that he flioi44 at prefept confine 
fainifelf to fuel wood. 

An alder* and a birch requires at mo& twenty* 
five years before it becomes fit for cutting. If 
older, the fierti njsver thrives well afterwards j 
^d if left till itis very oldandlai^ontheait? 
ting of the tree, the root abfolutely dies. From 
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tRrhence he would recommend thefe rules: i* Not 

to let fuel wood be above twenty-five years 
oldy a Iqnger delay would be attended with 
damage. 2« If, on a computation^ it appears that ^ 
there is a fufliciency of wood on the eftate for 
twenty-five year^ the wood is then in a propor- - 
donate quantity. If, befides, there arc any 
heaths from which wind-falls^ brufii-woody or 
cuttings of timber or additional wood of any 
i^ind may be procured, fo as to furnifli anmial- 
ly one-fourth part of the fuel, there is then a 
fufficiency of wood, when the computation 
^mly reaches to eighteen y^rSb ^ If there re* 
main more thickets, thefe may be very profitably 
afTarted and turned into paili^res, which will be- 
APfit graziery, and confeqnently agriculture. 1( 
fuel wood can be increafed without enlarging 
the ground on which it is to grow, ihis will 
be a very confiderable improvement; 

The properelj: way for increafing wood is 
to divide the whole ground into certain por- 
tions called cavels^^ and then hew all the fuel 
wood clean o& Experience ihews, that if the 
wood be not much above twenty years Hand- 
ing, for one tree that is cut three will flioot 
up; confequently, the cutting produces fuch 
* an increafe, that a cavel which the firft time 
.yielded only a lo^ of wood, when cleared, 

* The divifion is made into twenty parts, each of 

which is called cavel or cabiL 

Q 4 yields 
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yields two or three loads. To promote this 
increafe, birches arc left ftanding for feedj 
and the feed dropping, young trees flioot 
tip in places where none grew before. The 
ground which birches delight in, is indeed 
very mofly ; and this may obftrud the growth 
of the feeds : but the Creator has provided even 
for this ; birch-feed being fo extremely final] as 
eafily to fall through the mofs on the earth, 
into which it ilrikes its root. It may likewife 
be affifted by digging the ground," or even 
ploughing itj but if this be thought too much 
trouble, it is only driving hogs about fpring or 
autumn into the caveh that are cleared. Thus 
by grubbing up the ground, and particular^ 
ly the mofi, the feed meets with a loofe earth, 
which greatly forwards its taking root. Like- 
wife, in harveft, when the fwine have grubbed 
up the ground, it will be proper to procure 
birch-feeds and ftrew them here. If this be 
done the firft year after the clearing, the birches 
produced by thofe feeds will be feen to thrive 
iurpriiingly, even in places where none have 
grown before. 

The greateft inconveniency oi. caveh is the 
lofs of much paflure-ground, as a cavelmn^ not 
be touched, at leaft, for three years j otherwife, 
^ilead of trees there will be only dwarfs. 
.Hence it is of great importance how the caveh 
^e laid out in places where the pailure is 

fcanty^ 
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icanty, that the wood may be increafed, 4n4 
yet nothing loft of the grounds 

Certain experience teaches, that in all places, 
trees when cut at the height of four feet from 
the ground flioot again^ firs alone excepted. 
A beech or alder, a yok-elm, an afpin and a 
crab, cut at the height of four feet, Ihoot out 
three or four ftrong twigs, which in the fpace 
of fome years become as fturdy trees, as if they 
had grown out of the earth at the bottom of 
the ftem ; fo that all one lofes by this manner 
of clearing the ettuels^ is only, that the feed yields 
fewer new trees : but, on the other hand, there 
is ayearly faving of the fourth part, which other- 
wife would be loft ; and a farmer muft know 
that the balance herein is greatly in his favour. 
In clearing the ctmh be it obferved, i. That 
the firft trees intended to be cut be not very 
old, elfe the ftems die. 2. That the cutting 
be in due time, before the lap begins to rife 
plentifully, elfe the tree feeck, and efpecially 
the birch. 3. That the cutting be from be- 
neath, or upwards, that there may be no fif. 
fure or chalm in the ftem for the rain-water 
to fettle in, and thus prey on the ftem. 4. That 
on a fteni being cut for the fecond time, 
the new twigs be lopped off fo, that the 
new buds expededmay not fhoot out from 
the old ftem, but from the ends of the twigs. 
Thus the fuel-wood may be increafed, . with- 
out loftng any thing of the paftui^e-ground, 

and. 
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aiid,^ at tlie fame time, % fence is provided fcft 

the cattle againft the feverity of the winter. 

Among the articles of rural ccconomy 
which merit the attention of the farmer and 
country-gentleman, I muft rank the cultiva* 
tion of bees; an article, however, greatly neg* 
lecled in moft parts of the duchy of Mecklen* 
burg. This is the more i]iexcu£U)le, as the 
rich, provifion of thofe materials which com* 
pofe wax and honey, may uaqueiUonably be 
i^ckoned among the innumerable benefits 
which the Creator has bellowed on the inha» 
bitants of this country. Their fields^ their 
woods, heaths, meadows, and gardens, never 
fail in their refpecUve feafons of yielding a 
fuperabundance of meUeous farina and juices 
on bloflbms, flowers, and plants j and thus as 
it were^ call them to an induftrious cultivation 
of wax and honey. But thefe advantages are 
greatly neglected: their Iheep, indeed, they 
take care to fiiear, but more to the benefit of 
other countries than their own; whereas they 
fuffer the ingredieats for wax and honey^ vritk 
which this country abounds, to run intirely 
to wa&e : a condud the more abfurd» as they 
fend at the fame time no fmall ftrnis out of the 
country for honey, and ftill greater for wax. 
They would think a perftm highly culpable in 
neglecling to procure labourers for getting in 
the feveral crops from the held, the meadoWs 
and the orchaixly and in filtering fiich valuable 

gifts 
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gifts of the divine goodncfe to perifli ; yet they 
£211 negled their crops of wax and honeys 
which, if not of abfolute neceflity, are condu- 
ciTC to healthy and make a part of the con- 
venieBcies of life. Tliere are but few farms- 
in Mecklenburg that might not bring in much 
more than a hmidred rix-dollars a year in wax 
and honey ; but moft parts offer much larger 
advantage to the cultivation here recom- 
mended. 

. Some iay they have tried all manner of 
ways to ktep bees, but Co no pnrpofe ; the 
country being little fit for this branch of rural 
ceconomy. But the following fads {dainly 
refute this obje^on. 

Carwitz, on the confines of the marquifate 
of Brandenburg, is a country which, by reafon 
of its fandinefs, but more efpecially by the 
many large waters, ieems to give as little en- 
ooiiragement for bees as any part of Mecklen- . 
burg ; and they who firft fet about breeding 
'thefe induilrious inieds, indeed loft their la- 
bour as is frequently the cafe in the firft under- 
takings : yet this prejudice at prefent no longer 
iiibfifts ; the &ev. Mr. Stoy, having for fome 
years paft fliewn that this cultivation, though 
in a disfavourable country, turns to very good 
account, if rightly managed. 

The Reverend Mr. Colberg, a perfon emi- 
nent both for parts and piety,' is likewife 
knov/n to have procured a very confider- 

able 
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able quantity of wax and honey for fkle^beiides 
his home confumption, which was not finall : 
yet this wo^'tby perfon^ who fpoke from 
long experience does not deny but yery con* 
fiderable improvements might be made in this 
article. Thefe and other fuch infiances are 
a manifeft proof, that the duchy of Mecklen- 
burg might, under a right managements be 
annually enriched with a nmch larger crop of 
wax and honey. At prefent, the materials or in- 
gredients of thofe commoditiesy to the amount 
of fome thoufands of rix- dollars, are every 
year loft» and in a literal fenie trodden under 
foot, for want of keeping a fuflicient number 
of bees. 

The future pre^mtion of fo manifeft a detri- 
ment to the country, is not the only motive for 
a greater attention to the breeding of thefe lit- 
tle animals j but there is like wife another confi- 
deration, which hitherto fcems not to have been 
regarded ; namely, that numerous fwarms of 
^ bees continually licking off the fuperfluous 
•« honey-dew and lufcious juices, muft be of 
" an advantage not only to graziery, but to 
« hoiticulture^to bloflbms, to flowers, herbage 
" and feveral kinds of pulfe, as beans, peafcj^; 
^ vetches, buck-wheat, &c«" 

They have a maxim here among the country- 
people, that " when the bees thrive, the 

cattle in the meadows droop and dye ; and 
** vice versa, when the cattle thrive, the bees 

^pcrilh,'* 
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^ pciifli." Now bees thrive in hot dry wea- 
ther and warm nights, when the flowers and 
plants Gopioufly exude the lufcious juices, 
which in fuch feafons are not waflicd away by 
rains. But fuch a temperature does not agree 
with the cattle ; and therefore careful farmers 
give them theraicum, or thruft down their 
throat a bit of bread rubbed all over with fait, 
or make ufe of other known prefervatives. 

I ihall not take upon me to charge the honey- 
juice and the faccharine-dew with being of 
themfelves hurtful to cattle; but this is too 
certain, that in hot and dry weather, multi- 
tudes of vifiblc and invifible infeds, fomc 
venomous, feed on this lufcious dew ; and it 
muft be allowed, that to eat not only the flow- 
ers and herbage tainted by thofe infefts, but 
with them innumerable fwarms of thofe ani- 
malcules, muft be of very bad confeqi;ience 
to thie health of the cattle. Now thefe evils, 
if not totally prevented, would be confider- 
ably abated,' when, by the increafe of bees, 
thefe noxious infeds mall be deprived of their 
aliment. 

As to the bloflbms, flowers, herbage, grain, 
&C. the damages done by this vermin, when, 
nourifhed by the befotementioned juices, they 
have attained their full ftrength, is more mani« 
fcft. 

To prevent this mifchief, bees, I am well 
Informed by experienced perfons, would be. 
4 .of 
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infinite fervice. Did the people of this country 
allow them more of t;heir attention^ they wdUld 
with more humble gratitude obferve the di- 
vine good^e&y in providing a remedy in nature 
againft every thing that can be prejudicial to 
the human fpecicd. 
Belides the damage done by infers thus fub- 

' lifting on the honey-juices to fo many trees^ 
flowers, planlSy and grains, thefe juices are in 
themfelves very detrimental to the vegetables. 
In a continuance of heat and drought, the 
aqueous parts evaporate from the juice ; fo 
that they become vifcid or^dammy^ and ad- 
iiere like a kind of vamilh } the confequencear 
of which to the vegetables, are in fome mes£- . 
fure as a fioppage of the perfpiration id 
animals. This vifcous juice conglutinates the' 
finall leaves in the heart of the flowers and 
other vegetables, ftops up the filaments, fpi- 
rades, and du^ of the plants ; and thus hinf 
ders their growth, as not only obftrucling the 
free perfpiration of the plants, but exduding 

. from them the frefli air, that balfam fo necef- 
fary for their thriving. A microfcope plainly . 

. ihews the faid juices in hot and dry weather' 
fettled on the leaves, flowers, &c. like varnifli j 
and the air being thus excluded, their perffnra* 
tive power ceafes, the bloflbms drop off, the 
flowers, herbs, and fcions, hang their heads, 
droop, and wither. 

You 
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Tou will alk me, perhaps, what caa the 
licking ^ of a parcel of little bees do in fuch 
a large extent of country i I anfwer you by- 
two obfervations. Firft» experieiice teaches 

us that honey-dew for the moft part falls on 
due country more than another, and frequently 
only on fome particular trees and plants ; and 
what is ftill more remarkable, one fide of the 
tree fhall be totally dry, and the other as copi- 
ouily bedewed. It is but feldom that it covers any 
large fpace of ground. But the bees know thef 
fweet parts ; they have an admirable fcent ; and 
the leaft breath' of wind immediately informs 
them to what quarter they are to direcfl their 
flight. Many inftances might be brought of theie 
infefts knowing their feeding-pl^ce even when 
above a mile from their dwelUog. Before the 
vetches begin to bloflom, bees are jfeen to fwarm 
about them, eagerly licking the lufcious moifture 
from fome browniih fpots which are obfervable 
under every joint or fprig of the ftemj and 
though fuch a field o£ vetches be above a mile 
from the bees, yet they make their way thi- 
th^ in multitudes ; and in ilill weather their 
humming proclaims the pleafore they receive 
from this occupation. 

But that thefe little animals with their lick* 
ing. do more than an airy ipeculatiil may be* 

^ Bees are found to lide and not fuek, as is com'- 

monly apprehended., 

lieve, 

» * » 
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lieve^ will be granted, on cooildering that tkeif 
numbers and indefatigable diligence make up 
for what is wanting in their lize. Thirty or 
forty thouiand induftrions bees in the begin* 
ning of June are but a middling nuifery ; and 
only foppofe fifty fuch nurferies in one place, 
thefe may perform a great deal ; and that they 
a&uaily do» is evident. A good nurfery ge- 
nerally yields eight, ten, and even fourteen, 
pots of pure honey. I'll iet down ten pots, 
and reckon ten more for the fummer confump* 
tion of fuch a nurfery, for the feeding their 
numerous brieed till they are able to earn their 
livelihood, likewife the fubfiftence of the male 
drones, who, inftead of working with the bees^ 
live upon the labour of the reft, and confume 
their honey. ' 

The contents of thefe twenty pots of honey 
muft have fufficed for varnifliing an incon- 
ceivable number of plants and flowers; but 
how much more as the bees of the fifty nurfe- 
ries have colledively licked a thouiand pots I 
There are a variety of places in this country 
where at leaft a hundred of ^ch nurferies 
could be jfecured from the winter. Now, if 
this honey-juice, which in time becomes tena- 
* dous and detrimental, be licked away in the 
dew feafon, all the before-mentioned evils arc 
prevented ; and a fuiEcient number of fuch 
nurferies difperfed over the country, would \ 
greatly contribute* to the thriying of the bloi^ 

fonafl^ 
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foms^ flowers, and even of that main neceflaiyy 
grain. 

If thcfe particulars were univerfally known, 
and duly atcended to, the people €if this coun- 
try would ufe every poffible means for flocking 
it with as many fwarms of bees as it will bear; 
more efpecially as the Mecklenburg honey is 
not inferior to that of moil other countries : 
the mead made of it, when rightly prepared, 
and kept to a proper age, befides its exquifitc 
tafte and flavour, agrees with thofe who drink 
it, better than moft foreign wines. The Meck- 
lenburg wax may be bleached as white as any 
other; and, probably, would yield as good 
a light as the wax candles which they pur-- 
chafe, at fo high a price, from abroad. It 
might be made into fealing-wax of all co- 
lours, for the law oflices : and the apotheca- 
ries and furgeons, likewife, might fupply 
themfelves with wax for their various ufes^ 
not only at a cheaper rate, but of a better 
quality, and without adulteration. 

But it is time for me to have done with this 
fubject, left you fliould think I am going to 
turif farmer; though it is a title I Ihould be 
proud of, for I know of no ftation of life fo 
happy. 

Hoc erat in votis; modus agri non it a ma^nus 
Ikrtus ubip &c. 

- Vol. II. H I often 
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I often wifhed I had a farm ; 

A decent dwelling, fnug and warjQj 
A garden, and a fpring as pure 
As cryftai, running by my door ; 
Beiides a little ancient grove» 
Whae at my leifure I might rove. • 
— — Oh ! when, again. 
Shall I behold the rural plain ? 
And when with books of lages deep, 
Sequeftered eafe, and g^ntk fleep. 
In fweet oblivion, blifsful balml 
The bufy cares of life becalm ? 

• Francis. Hor. book 2. Sat. 6. 

How often is human life«fpent in wiflws, 

which terminate in nothing! But this I hope 
will not be the cafe of my wiflie& for the con- 
tinuance of your profperity* 

1 am, 

. Dear Sir, yours, &c< 



1. 
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LETTER XV. 

Sitelitftf JiMm^r ^,«I76& 

THE duchy 6f Mecklenburg ift divided 
into tlie following diftrifts, viz. the an"* 
cient duchy of Mecklenburg, the principalitiel 
of Weuden, Schwerin, and Hatzeburg, the 
county of Schwerin^ and the iordlhips of 
Roftock and Stargai d. 

The ancient duchy of Mecklenburg is iituat' 
cd on the Baltic ; it is bounded on the land-fidc 
by the duchy of Saxc Lawenburg, the coujq« 
ty and principality of Schwerin, and the lord# 
Ihip of lloilock. It derives its name fiom the 
ancient city of Mecklenbttrg, . now only t 
village, and contains the following towns and 
remarkable plages. I viz. Wifmar, Mecklenburg, 
Gadebufch, Grevefmuhl, New Buckow, Krope- 
lien, Wangern, %Neuenburg, (^rammon, Qroi^ 
Eixen, BorzoWyBolenburg, and Daflbw^ 

The principality of W enden forms the greater 
part of the dominions of MeckJtenbuig. Its 
name is derived from the nation of the \'enedi, 

H 2 or 
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or Wendi, who inhabited this counti^ before 
the Saxon war in the 12 th century* The boun** 
daries of this principality are Fomerania, the 
lordfhip of Stargaid, the marquiiate of Bran- 
denburg, the duchy of Lunenburg, the coun- 
ty and principality of Schwerin, and the lord- 
ihip of Roftock. The principal towns and re* 
markable places on the eaft fide are Guftrow, 
Waldenhagen, Tetterow, Grubenhagen, Nien- 
kahlden, Malchin, Ivenack, Stavenhagen, Ro- 
bcl, Pcntzlin, Wrcdenhagcn, Wahren, Mai- 
chow. Plane, Goldberg, Krackow, and Dob« 
bertin ; on the weft fide lie Sternberg, Par- 
chim, Lubitz, Nieufiadt, Grabow, Eldena, and 
/ Domitz. 

' The principality of Sdiwcrin is bounded by 
the ancient du^hy of Mecklenburg, the princi- 
pality of Wenden, the county of Schwerin, 
and the lordihip of Roftock. It was formerly 
a bifliopric, founded in 1170 by Henry the 
Lion, duke of Saxony. By the peace of Weft- 
phalia it was erefted into a teiAporal principa- 
lity, in favour of the dukes of Mecklenburg, 
.together with the bifliopric of Ratzeburg, to 
indemnify thofe princes for having ceded the 
city of Wifinat to the crown of Sweden. The 
principal towns are Butzow, Nienclofter,. Bru- 
nei, and Rhenen. 

The principality of Ratzeburg is fituatcd be- 
tween the duchy of Saxe Lawenburg, the 
county of Schwerin, and the territory of the 
, . city 
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city of Lubeck. It had been formerly a bifhop- 
Tic» founded by the above-mentioned Henry 
the Lion, in 1 154 ; but, by the treaty of Weft- 
phalia, was fecularized in favour of the 
houfe of Mecklenburg^ The only remaikable 
place belonging to it is the town of Ratze* 
burg. 

The county of Schwerin takes its name from 
the capital of the whole country. It is bound- 
ed by the ancient duchy of Mecklenburg, the 
principality of Wenden, and the duchy of 
Lunenburg. Befides Schwerin, the capital, 
it contains the following towns, Criwitz, Re- 
dewin, Wittenburg, and Boitzenburg. 

The lordfhip of Roftock is fo denominated 
from the city of that name, fituated on the 
Baltic. Its boundaries arc Pomerania, the 
principalities oi Weuden and Schwerin, and 
•the ancient duchy of Mecklenburg. The prin- 
cipal towns in this diftricl are, Roftock, War- 
nemunde, Schwan, Oldenkahlden, Dargun, 
Gnoyen, Marlow, and Uibbenitz, 

.The lordfhip of Stargard takes its name from 
the ancient town of Stargard. It is bounded 
by Pomerania, the marquifate of Branden- 
burg, and the nrincip;i]ity of Wenden. In tliis 
diflrict arc contained the following towns. 
Old Strelitz, New Strclitz, New Brandenburg, 
Stargard, Furftcnbcrg, Waldeck, Fricdland, 
Mirow, and Nimerow. 

H 3 ^ Such 
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. Such is the diviiion of the duchy of Meckv 
lenburg ; I lhall not at prefent give yon a daa^ 

/cription of the refpecdve towos, bccaufe, in my 
tour thro- the country, I have hitherto made, 
and fliall continue to make, it a rule to dcfcribe 
thofe which are worthy a traveller's notice, 
• The inhabitants of this country are chiefly 
of Saxon extraction. Their language ja a iliale<3: 
of Lower Saxony, called Plat Dcutfch, which 
is neither Dutch nor High German^ but par^ 
takes of both: upon comparing it with Jur 
nius's aliiglo-Saxon gofpcis, and othei: Anglp- 
3axon books, it is found to retain more of tha;t 
ancient tongue, than either the Dutch or High 
German. 

^ The people arc divided into peafants, bur- 
ghers, clergy, and nobility. The peafants are . 
in a ftate of villanage, or adfcripti ^eba^ as I 
Jiave mentioned to you in a former letter* 
The burghers are pofleffed of certain privi- 
leges, by means of which they are united with 
the nobility, and depend immediatciy on the 
I'uvereign. The clergy have alio their particular 
immunities, and governed by iix biihops 
or fuperintendants, namely, thofe of Sdiwd- 
rin^ GuitroW| Parchim, Strelitz, and two for 
Roftpck. At this laft city is held a conliftory 
pr Spiritual court, formed by the twelve minif- 
ters of the towp, in conjundtion with the fu« 
perintendant. The nobility are a very re-^ 

foedablf body* pofiefied of great privileges, 
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^liicliy after many long contefis with the. 
dukes, have been at length fettkd definitively 

^ 1755- 

The inhabitants of Meddenhnr^ are almoft 

all proteftants of the confeflion of Augiburg, 
which was early receti^ throughout this 
duchy. They are very zealous in their reli- 
gion, and remarkably watchful againfl: any 
innovation in the cftabliftied worftiip. Yet 
the Roman Catholics have a chapel at Schwerin^ 
and the Calvinifls a meeting houfc at Butzow, the 
only places in this country where the public 
exercife of any other than the Lutheran 're- 
ligion is tolerated. * 

The'cuftoms and manners of the Meclden- 
burghers are much the fame as thofe of the 
Other' natives of Germany^ of which I have 
"given you an account in a former letter. 
They are patienty docile, ciincere,^ and hof- 
•fHtable; but, like moft northern nations, too 
much addidlcd to jollity and good cheer. 
Their virtues, however, far over -balance 
their failings. The peafants are laborious, ami 
make^'vety good foldiers^ Among the .bur- 
ghers there are fonie few who acquire confidcr- 
able fortunes by trade, aiid others wh^'are 
conipicnous in the polite arts. The nobility 
have produced great numbers of brave oilkers, 
and able ftatefmen ; fcvcral of whom iave dif- 
tinguilhed themfelves in foreign fervice, 

H4 This 
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' This country being feated on the BaltiC) and 
remarkable for its fertility, one might naturally 
imagine its trade and manufaclures to be in a- 
flouriihing condition ; but the inhabitants, by 
.a kind of fatality, have been very negleclfulin 
making a proper uie of the materials of tradct 
and in applying themfelves to the arts and 
manufaclures. Their country produces plenty 
of wool, flax, hemp, hides ; yet little or none 
is manufactured^ but all fent abroad, and 
chiefly to Hamburg, frpm whence they receive 
manufactured commodities. Jn the towns they 
have few artificers, and mofl: of them fo- 
reigners. The greater part of the corn, the 
ftaple of the Japdf is alfo exported, wjiich en« 
hances the price to the inhabitants. Itis tru^ 
duke Frederick WilUam encouraged a colony 
of French refugees to fettle and ere& manu« 
fadures of cloth, leather, {hufif, hajta, ftock* 
ings, &C. at Butzow in 1 70 3 ; and the fame encou- 
ragemcnt was given by duke Adolpb Frede- 
rick IL atStrelitz ; y$t neither of thofe fcbemes 
anfwered expectation. But- baron Dewitz has 
flifiwn himfelf very eealous for promoting 
the manufa^res of this country, and en- 
couraging artificers fi om all the neighbouring 
parts, efpecially from Brandenburg, to fettle 
in the duke's dominions. His. endeavours 
have mit with fome fuccefs, and, as I mention- 
ed to you in a former letter, the duke's troops 
cloathed fron^ head tp foot with the manu«» 

/ 
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fadiirea of Mecklenburg. Commerdal fchemes 
are alia talked of in th^ duchy of Schwerin ; 
but I know not whether they will ever be car- 
ried into execution : fuch as that of digging 
a canal from the town of Wifmar to the 
lake of. Schwerin, and making the Stoer and 
Elde navigable, fo as to eflablifli a communi- 
cation between the North Sea and the Baltic^ 
without paffing through the Sound. New har- 
bours might alfo be opened on the Baltic \ for 
there are only two at prefent, Rofiock and 
Wifmar, the laft of which is in the poffeflion 
of the Swedes. It would be no difficult matter, 
for inftance, to make another at New Buckow, 
and a third at Kibbenitz ; the advantages of 
which would greatly overbalance the expence. 
. But let the princes give ever, fo much en- 
couragement to mantifaftures, unlefs they have 
the concurrence of the nobility, their endea* 
Tours, I am afraid, will prove inefie^al. Now 
the nobility and gentry, which is here the fame 
thing, have a contemptibr trade, and are moft 
ftrangely attached to their ancient cuftoms. 
If a gentleman dies, and leaves feveral fons, 
and a imall eftate clogged with many debts ; 
their income will not maintain them, and 
they are unacquainted with any means of getl 
ting tlieir bread. Some few betake themfelves 
to the army; but what becomes of the 
reft? They are a burden to their acquaint- 
ance ai^d (eUtioas, and even to the fiate ; 

or 
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©r they liager life away in a manner painful 
to tlieiniidves. Were tbcy allowed, as in Eng- 
kfid, to enter into trade^ how many diftreiTed ' 
nti mined families might have continued in 

opulence! ^ * 

Shookl a gentleman of a confiderable ^ftate, 

. but encumbered, meet with an advantagcdus 
match, with a lady of elegant form and amiable 
accompHftiments, pofleffed 'alfo of a fortune 
fik£cient to clear all his debts; unlefs her 
lineage is anfvverable, unlefs flie can reckon 
fucceflive generations of nobilky, all the 
reft will not avail : the prqudices in point of 
defcent will not allow him to clofe with the 
means of n^aking himielf happy, and ufeful to 
his country. 

If you ofiScr to advife a gentleman not to 
fend his raw produfts, fuch as wool, hides, 
flax, &c out of the country, but rather fell 
them (bmething cheaper at home, which will 
iave the expeiices of carriage, and thofe raw 
materials, will be wrought by the peo{de of 
Mecklenburg : tliough you make it plainly ap- 
pear to him that this will invite manufa^rers^ 
that the towns will flourifli, and, in cafe of a 
war or any other calamity, be able to bear part 
of the burden; that by the increafe of people 
in the towns, his grain, cattle, wood, vegc* 
tables and fruits, will fetch the better price; that 
thefc conititute the beft part of the income of 
an eftate ; that all his raw produds fcarce 
6 ^ bear 
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bear tpropOTtipn of five per ceatto Aofe; 

that confequently he will be amply made 
amends for what iiaaaU lo&s he may at firft 
tain by felling eheaper at home: though yoti 
lay before him the examples of many ftates, 
where the exportaticm of raw goods is in fbme 
cafes made capital: tliough you m'ge to him thaOt 
.Poland and Spain are the only countries exicq>t 
Mecklenburg, where wool is allowed to be ex- 
ported ; that in the httcs this is owing, to the 
lloth, and partly to the wrong way of thinking 
of the inhabitants ; and in the former its peipo- 
tual confufions are an obftruAion to all falutaiy 
meafures; that in both fuperflition, prejudice, 
and diforder prevail^ whilft m the neighbour- 
ing countries trade flouriflics, and the inhabi- 
tants are indufliious^ ridi, and happy : lay all 
.thcfc truths before him in the ftrongeft man- 
neCf and tht. anfiver he wiU make is, that buo- 
ghers muft be kept low, and profperity begets 
infoience ^ or . he will plead old cuiioms, and 
freedom to diipofe of his property as be pleafes; 
and to be furc he will not omit the privileges 
'Of *his nunk. 

But, befide this impediment to trade on 
ihe part of the nobility, .there are others 
.wliich arife from the magiftrates and in- 
habitants of the ieveral towns. The gene- 
rality of the artificers and handicrafts-men, 
iniiead of any deiire, difpoiitiony or en- 
' deavour to improve their art, rather perfift 

in 
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in an adherence to' antient cuftom. Befides 

their inclination to pleafure^ and things fo- 
rdlgn from their callings many evil pradices 
have crept in among them, which prove ex- 
tremely detiimental both to manufadures 
and handicrafts. Apprentices, inftead of 
learning their trade, are employed by the 
^mtffter in the bnfineis of the houfe, as hew* 
ing of wood, working in the garden, &c. 
When they are out of their time, their pere* 
grination, for the fake of improving in their 
trade, a pradice ufuai among the Ger- 
mans, feldom exceeds the limits of their 
.own country ; and after having, in this 
. way, fervcd a year or two a^ 'joumeymeit; 
they come home and fet up for themfelves. 
Now, as they have learned nothing tho- 
roughly, nor acquired any great Ikill or readi- 
•ne& by pradice, the goods of their making 
are generally both indifferent and very dear. 
To this it is owing that their home - made 
goods will not go to market out of their own 
countiy ; nay, they are fallen into fuch dif- * 
credit at home, that confiderable ,fums go 
abroad, which Mecklenburg artificers might 
iiave earned^ if they were jnore reafonable in 
their prices, and more Ikilfiil in their trade. 
It nmil be owing to this extortion and unlkil- 
fttlnefs that artificers living forty or more miles 
ofF, meet with a ready market at the fairs in 
this country, their wares being better than the 

home- 
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made, and fold fomething lower, after all the . 

charges of carriage, tolls, and duties. 

A very feniible gentleman of this country 
has obfervcd, that in ercfting new manufac- 
tures, or fupporting thofe already erected, 
and bringing them under bettor regulations, it , 
would not be aniifs were the magiftrates of the 
towns to invite Ikilful and experienced work- 
men from the countries noted for making par- 
ticular goods, that the townlmen's children 
who are difpofed to learn a trade, may be bet- 
ter intruded. And when fuch a one is, by 
the cuftom of the trade, difcharged from his 
apprenticefliip, the magillracy ihould appoint 
both the time and place of his peregrination ; 
and it fhould be a place known to excel ia 
that buiine& to which the young man has been 
brought up, and where, confequently, it may be 
fuppofed to fiourilh ; and, on his return, he 
ihould not be admitted to take up his freedom, 
and fet up for hirafelf, without an authentic 
certificate, that he had worked the time ap. 
pointed at fuch a place, had behaved with fo- 
briety and diligence ; and this certificate he is to 
confirm by fome new piece of work of his 
own making. / . 

Tht fame gentleman has more than once 
complained to me of the want of domeftic oeco-. 
nomy among the citizens and trading people. 
They lofe . fight of this ufefiil maxim : that 
needlefe cxpences {hould be lefibned, and that 

. frugality^ 
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frugality is the way to encreafe their in- 
come. They ihould always bear in mind thaC 
more comings-in and Icfi goings-out is the 
fure road to profperity; and that without it 
xndufiry, diligence, and labour, are to little 
or no purpofe. Now the burghers throughout 
this country are yery deficient in this article, 
living generally above their income, and fomp 
in great luxury .and extravagance. 

But a capital error of the burghers is their 
meddling with farming and gra^ingy^inilead 
of fticking to their refpefUve trades and (fall- 
ings : this generally proves a miilaken occono^ 
ray, very unhappy in its confequences. Many 
of the burghers would fain be both tradefmen 
and farmers, and thus are neither to any pur-^ 
pofe. Some abfolutcly quit their trades, or 
carry them on as if they did not care which 
end went forward ; thus trade and manufac- 
tures they neglect, and graziery and agricul-* 
ture they do not underftand. If a bit of land 
is to be fold, they immediately purchafe it,^ 
and often with borrowed money. Suclx con- 
duel very feldom anfwers ; what they get in 
their (hop is loft in the field, thro' ignorance 
and mifmanagcment. 

But if tradefmen muft be dabbling in rural 
affairs, they fhould confine themfelves, as the 
before-mentioned gentleman obierved, to the 
keeping of cows : paftures are not fo charge- 
able. 
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able, vid- do not require any thing like tiie 

tioie as tillage. Milk and butter are neceilaries 
in houfe - keeping, efpecidly as few women 

drink coffee without milk ; and this liquor is 
now growing into vogue, even among the , 
very loweft dafs.* It ts likewtfe {)roper that the 
towjos ihould not wholly depend on the coun^ 
try people for milk^ buft^, wdcheefe, ineat% 
fowls, geefe, ducks, eggs, &c. Nay, it is 
highly neceflary to prevent this dependence^ 
the peafants here fcarce applying themfelves ta 
any thing but the article of corn. 

But it gives me fome concern to hear, that in 
many towns, the magiilrates themfelves have 
greatly obfirn&ed the progrefs of trade and 
Jtnanufadurcs. They are generally at variance 
with the fovereign, or with the burghers, 
• Some of them, indeed, arc faid to have good 
intentions, and to be uxcn of zeal and probity ; 
but a greater number are reprefented as void 
of the qualities requiiite for fucb oilices, head-r ' 
ftrong and paffionate, acting from wfong 
principles, and intirely blinded by prejudices : 
fuch magifirates cauie a ichifm in the llate^ 
looking upon the iiucrell of the corporation 
as different from that of the burghers. And 
where affairs are not in fo bad a wa} , all the 
care they take of pubjic affairs is to follow the 
beaten track of ancient cuftom; to receive the 
town revenues, to audit its accounts, and 
ibmetipies with a patriotic air to. hold forth 
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on their rights and priTileges ; and when ptr^ 
haps fomc amendment is propofed, abfolute* 
ly to declare againft any thing that has the 
appearance of novelty. Whatever does not 
agree with their own conceit or conveniency, 
is pronounced iinpraAicabley and exploded 
with derilion. If the fovereign interpofes his 
endeavours to prevent the exadions of ava- 
rice, and an arbitrary increafe of the price of 
provifions, they ufe all their endeavours to de- 
feat fuch good intentions, that every thing 
may remain in the former conf uiion ; and if 
they cannot immediately prevent the publica- 
tion of wholefome laws, they take care to 
elude them, by coiiniving at delinquents. 
Such is the bad confequence of inteftine 
divifions. I fpeak here only of the ma- 
giftratcs in the duke of Mecklenburg Schwe- 
rin's dominions ; with regard to the territories 
of the duke of Strelitz, I can affurc ycu that 

there is a perfect harmony between the duke- 
and his fubjeAs. 

Moft of the noblcfie or gentry of Mecklen- 
burg are the defcendants of thofe militesj or 
men at arms, among whom Henry the Lion 
duke of Saxony and Bavaria divided this 
country, after he had depofed Pribiflaus II. the 
Uft king of the Venedi and Obotrites. To 
thefe, as companions of his fortune, his officers, 
fellow-foldicrs, &c. he gave away the conquer- 
ed lands^ in reward for their military fervicc; 

This 
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'This is the origin of moft of the ancient no- 
'bility of Europe, the poflefiion of lands by right 
of conqiieft. They had few or no titles of 
Counts or barons; but from their military fer- 
vice were called equites or Mites. There were 
three orders of them, the milites (the fame as 
the equites) the armigeri^ and the puerL The 
mtlites ote knights were diftinguifhed by a 
Ihield, and armed at all points. The armigeri 
were alfo clalled fervi^ or efcuyef sy that is fhield* 
bearers; and by others, fatelliteSy 2Lnd tyrones: 
thefe were fuch as had not ferved their full ap- 
prenticcfliip, that is, who had not attended the 
knight in all his military expeditions and tour* 
naments during the fpace of feven years, and 
therefore were not as yet intitled to the ciii- 
guhim mlitare. The third rank were the puert^ 
or fchildknapen^ young lads whofc age did, not 
yet permit them to bear arms, but only at- 
tended the equites to the field, where they per- 
formed fome kind of menial fervice. 

The armigeri 2Lndpueri were both maintained 
by the miies^ or eques^ and wore his livery, which 
was no way diihonourable ; they were emanci« 
pated by a box on the ear, and this by the French 
was called mi/e bors de paim I ihall mention a 
word or two concerning the feverc education 
of the pueri from a writer of the middle ages, 
named Rolevingius. Their apprenticefliip 
may be compared to martyrdom. At five 
^ years of age^ they are ihatched as it were 
<VoL. II. I from 
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" from the cradle, mounted on horfeback, and 
^ taught to ride. They lleep in the midft 
^ hay and dung, and are not fuifered to move 
^ from thence^ till the Hialler of the ftable 
comes. They are itoadc wet with horfe* 
^ urioe^ bedawbed with dirt, kicked and 
cuffed about When the riding-mafter 
makes- his appearance, he orders them to 
* mount and perform their exercife. They 
^ are checked and reprimanded on the leaft 
^ occaiion, and obliged to bear hardlhips at 
mod beyond their ftrength. The fame dif- 
^ cipline is obferved in the courts of princesy. 
where they are equally trained to military 
exercife. When they come to the age of 
puberty, t&ey are honoured with the ihield,* 
girt round with a belt, and armed with a^ 
^ fpear, fwotd, and arrows. Then, like a 
** forlorn hope, they march valiantly to* 
battle." 

From filch anceftors- are defcended'the prefen^ 

noblefl'e of Mecklenburg ; and it was not, ac- 
cording to Crantzius, till the fifteenth century 
that they came to be diftinguilhed by the 
title pf nobles. But the Mecklenburghers^ 
reckon two forts of nobility ; one collaia^ and 
the other injiata : the former is conferred b^ 
patent or creation, and not much valued;- 
the other, derived from their auceftors in a 
line of fucceffion, is in high efieem. This- i& 
what the French call mblej]c du fang. To this 

. day 
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td^y they hav^ fcarce any otlier nobility in tiiis 
touiitry; they are the fame as our ancient 
gentry in Eogland, defcended from good fa-s 
milies^ and poiTefled of landed eilates. Proper* 
ly fpeaking, there are but three barons in the 
country^ Hahn, Molzahn, and Flefle^ created 
formerly by the dukes of Mecklenburg, and 
one or two counts, created by the emperor. 
Out of courtefy, however, it i$ ufual to call the' 
nobleffci by the title of baron; but many of 
them defptfe it, and prefer that of a noble 
Mecklcnburgher. 

The nobility in tliis country are divided 
into families of Vfenedic or Sclavoniazi ex- 
tradion, and thofe of German defcent. The 
latter are fubdivid^d into the ancient German 
families, and thofe whofe anceftors purchafed 
eftates in this country within a century or 
two. I fhall give you a lift of all three, in their . 
alphabetical order* 

I. Noble families of V£N£dic or Sclavonic 

original. 

Axkow, fiarnekow, Baflewits, Barncwitz, 
Below, Camptz, Dewitz, Flotow, Grabow, 
Gentzkow, Grambow, Grebenitz, Gamrn', 
Koppelow, Klenow, Klcvenow, Krakewitz, 
Levitzow, Linftow, Lowtzow, Luderitz, Mol- 
%ahn, Netzow, Plulkow, Pinnow, Pritzbuer, 
Prignitz, Quitzow, Quilitz, Retzow, Stoilt 
laff, Tornow, WoperjQiow, and Zulow. 

I 2 2. Ancient 
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2. Ancient German families. 

Ahrenftorff, Bamer, Barold, Barffe or Bafle^ 

Beehr, Berckentin, Bernftorff, Bibow, Booth, 
Blucher, Buch, Budxwald, Bulow, Cramolin, 
Dechow, Dei&ehn, Ditten, Dricbcrg, Freyberg, 
Gloden, Grube, Guel or Juel, Haacke, Haanc 
or Hahiiy Halberftadt, Hobe^ Holftein^ Jahne^ 
Jaffmund, llilenfcld, Kerberg, KerdorfF, Ket- 
telhut, Kettenburg^ Knefebeck» Knuth, Kop* 
pelow, Kofte, KolTebade, Lancken, Lcehften, 
Lepely Lucke, or Glucke^ Von der Luhe^ 
Luzow, Manteuffel, Mollendorff, Molcke, Ne- 
gendanck, Oertz, Oldenburg, Von der Often, 
Farfow or Paflau, Peccatel, PederftoriF, Pentze, 
Pleffcn, Preen, Prcflenticn, Pritzbuer, Raben, 
fiaden, Retztorff, Riebe, Rohr, Schack, Scheele, 
Schwerin, Sperling, Sprengel, Staffeld, Strah- 
lendorffy Thomllorffy Vieregge, Vofe^ Wackcr- 
bart, Wangelien, Warborg, Warftede, Welt- 
zichxk, Wenckftern, Wiuterfeld, Zepelien, Zule. 

3. German families fettled in Mecklenburg 
within 4 century or two. 

Bardeleben, Berg, Bomfeld, Bothmar; 

Bredow, BrockdorflF, Brockhufen, Brown, 
Baeck, Criwitz, Crsecher, Deginck, Don-* 
ner, Dsning, Dorn, Dunckherr, Ehren- 
ftein, Engely Erlenkamp, Evert, Fabricius, 
Fcrber, Finck, Frcyburg, Goeben, Goeden*, 
Uanunerftein, Von der Hard, Uein, HoUe, 

Horn, 
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HorOy Huaemaarder, Jurgas» Kalckreuter, Ka*. 
lifch, Kayferling, Kiclmanfegg, Klaufcnheimb, 
lUeixiy Klinjckgrafi^ Kruger, Kurtzrock^ Laf- 
fert, Langermann, Legat, Marfchall, Meer- 
heim, Millies, La Motte, Muller dis Lutzne, 
Mumme, Nerow, Nonnann^ Oerenftadt, Pe« 
terfward, Plonnies, Powifch, Du Puitz, Ran- 
zow, Keder^ Keymerfisn, Kibbeckf Saala, Schei* 
tcr, Scheven, Schmettau, Schuckmann, Schutz, 
Scfowartz, Sturm, Tobing, Treuexxfels^ Vipt* 
inglhofF, Waldau, Wedel, Wendhaufen, Wend- 
land, Werpup, Werthern, Wetig, Wickeden, 
Witzendorff, Wolffirs^th, 

From the a^oye lift ypu may judge what 
a numerous noblefle they have ia this 
country ; and feveral of thefe fa iiilles are 
divided into different branches. Hence it i& 
that fuch numbers* of them go into foreign 
fervice, it being impoilible for them all to 
be employed at hon^e. For there are not 
places enough at the two ducal courts, and 
the prejudices of the country will not per- 
mit any of them tq have recourfe to com- 
merce. Befides, the cuftoni of gavel -kin4 > 
obtains throughout Mecklenburg; the con* 
fipquence of which is, that the nobility be- 
come every day poorer and more numerous, 
Yet there are fome noblemen here very rich ; 
bafoA Hahn in particular, a fubjed of the duk^ 
of Strelitz, is faid to be worth 1 000,000 rix- 
4ollars p^i* ^num^ an imnieQf(? eilate for t|iis 

1 3 cpuntry. 
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country. I mencioned to you before d^at the 
privileges of the nobleffe arc vary great, and 
after many contefts with the dukes, have beeq 
finally fetded by the laft convmtion in 1755. 

Thus 1 have given you, rqy dear friend, a 
drcumftantial account of the countFy, and it^ 
inhabitants ; I xhall now attempt a fketch of its^ 
confiitution and form of govcminept. 

The OoKSTiTUTipN and Gote&hmeiit of 

MECKLENBURG. 

THE duchy of Mecklenburg is fubjeft to two 
princes of the fame illuftrious family, whofe 
origin is loft in the darknefs of andquity. It is 
certain that this country was firft inhabited by 
the VandalSf a nadon of whom we know yery ' 
lltde, except from the Roman hiftorians. I 
have given in my Vandalia the fuccefiion of 
tlie Vandal kings, from Anthyrius I. down 
to Rhadgaftus II. partly from tradidon, and 
pardy from ancient hiftory, between which 
you will make a proper diftinftion. * The 
country haying been drained of inhabitants in' 
the fifth century by the migrations of the Van- 
dals, the Sclavi or Venedi, a nadon of Sarma- 
da Europaca, came to occupy their territories. 
This nadon of the Venedi extended them- 
felves from the Viftula to the Elbe, and were 
governed by their own kings ; who, from the" 
principal tribe inhabiting the prefent country of" 

Mecklen- 
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Mecklenburg, were oftentimes called kings of 
the Obotrites. The Mecklenburg hiftorians af« 
fert, that thefe kings of the Venedi atid Obo- 
trites were defcended from the Vandal kings ; 
that the Venedi came as friends and not as con- 
querors ; and that the two nations of the Van* 
dais and the Venedi coalefced into one, and 
continued to be fubjed to the princes of the 
ancient royal line. This opinion is founded 
on tradition and plaulible arguments, which 
jrou may fee in my VandaJia. 

The firft king of the Venedi and Obo- 
trites we meet with in hiftory, is VtTitzan or 
Witflaus, cotemporary of Charlemagne, and 
ilain in battle in 795. From Witzan we find a 
fucceflion of kings down toPribiflausII. who af- 
ter a bloody war, to which the battle of Dem- 
mid put an end in 1164, was difpoffeffed of 
his dominions by Henry the Lion, duke of 
Saxony and Bavaria* anceftor of his prefent 
majefty king George III. Pribiflaus was after- 
wards reftored to a great part of his dominion^ 
by the fame prince who had dethroned him ; but 
he was deprived of the regal title, and in him 
the kingdom of the Venedi and Obotrites had 
a final pejriod. From that time, viz. from 1 167, 
till the year 1 348, the fovereigns of this country 
were ftiled lords and princes of Mecklenburg, 
In 1348. Albert 1. a defcendant of PribiHaus II, 
was created duke of Mecklenburg and prince 
the empire by the ^mp^ror Gharle$ IV| 

1 4 »Oct 
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and his pofterity .contin^e fiil} in pofiipiGoQ of 
this dignity. 

Towards the middle pf the laft century, this 
illuflrious houfe came to be divided into the 
two lines of Mecklenburg Schwerin, and Mecli- 
'Icnburg Strelitz. Duke Adolphus Frederic I, 
died in i^S^9 and left feverai children^ besides 
a pofthvimoi^s (on, Adolphus Frederic II. His 
cldeft fon Chriftian Lewis 1. died in 1692 witl\- 
out ifluCt Frederic I. a brothei* of this prince, 
founded the line of Schwerin, and Adolphus 
Frederick XL the liqe of 3trelitsi. Frederic L 
died in 1688. His two eldeft fons reigned fucr 
ceilively after their i^ncle, but left no male ifliie ; 
his third fon Chriftian Lewis 11. fucceeded his 
brother Charles Leopold in 1747, and deceafed 
in 175^. To him fucceeded his fon Frederic 11. 
the prefent duke of Mecyenburg Schwepn, 

To come to the line of Jftilecklenburg St|<e« 
litz : the duke of Mecklenburg Guftrow dying 
without iiTue in 1695% d^ke Frederic WiUi^ 
of the Schwerin branch pretended to the fol^ 
inheritance of the duchy of Guftrow. This pro- 
duced a cpnteft between him and his father's 
younger brother, duke Adolphus Frederic II. 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz ; which cpnteft was 
at length amicably adjufted at Hamburg, by a 
convention ligned in 170 !• In virtue of tbi^ 
agreement, duke Frederic Williani was to 
have the duchy of Mecklenburg proper, the 
principality of Schyrerin, the principality of 

Wenden^ 
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Wenden, the county of Schwerin, and the 
lordihip of Roftock. Duke Adolphus Frederic 11, 
Iia4 to his Ihare the principality of Katze- 
burg, the lordihip of Stargard^ the ancient 
comniandeiies of Mirow and Nemerow, with a 
yearly revenue of 9000 dollars out of the toll of 
Boitzenburg. Duke Adolphus II. the firft of the 
line of StrelitZy died in 1708. He ws^, fucceedf 
td by his fon duke Adolphus Frederic HI. who 
had alfo a brother, Charles Lewis Frederic, duke 
of Mirow. Adolphus Frederic IIL died without 
iffue in 1752 : his brother died before him, 
but left iilue four fons and two daughters. The 
eldeft fon is the prefent duke of Mecklenbui^ 
Strelitz, A4olphus Frederic IV. who fucceeded 
his unde in 1752, and one of the daughters is 
her prefent Majefty of Great Britain. But for 
^ clearer explanation of this matter, I will give 
you a {hort table, which will ihew the whole 
fit one yie^f 
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' From this (ketch you ifiay fee that there is 

|iot a fovereign family in Europe, of greater 
antiquity and fplendor of defcent than the fe« 
rcne houfe of Mecklenburg. Name me a prince 
fimoDg them all, whofe anceftors were pof- 
feffed of the regal dignity at the time of Char- 
lemagne. But it appears that the princes of 
this ferene houfe were kings of the Venedi and 
Obotrites in the eighth century, and had con- 
cluded an alliance with that great reftorer of 
the Weftern empire. This is no fabulous 
account, but a fad clearly traced in^ hiftorf% 
It is true, the princes of this houfe afterwards 
met with great viciflitudes. One time they were 
difpoffeffed of their dominions, another junc- 
ture raifed them to the throne of Swedeji; but 
the £unily ftill fubiifts with dignity, and makes 
a confiderable figure among the flates of the 
(empire. Intermarriages between them and 
the other great houfes cif Europe have been 
frequent. The fovereigus of Denmark, Swe- . 
den, Poland, and Pruffia, have married prin- 
eeffes of this iUuftrious houfe ; moft of the 
German princes have fbllo wed the example ; and 
Britain now rejoices in the like aufpicious union. 

Having given you this fhort account of 
the princes of this country, I come now to 
delineate its conftitution and form of go- 
vernment But this coiifiitution being analo- 
gous to that of the whole empire, I fliall fii-ft 
firaw a (ketch of the goveiTBineiit of the Ger- 
7 manic 
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manic body. This government is a limited mo« 
narchy, having the emperor for its head, and 

the ftates of the empire are its members. But 
thefe ftatesy as my friend M. Reinhard has juft- 
}y obferved to me, are not only members, but 
Conregnant^Sf forming together with the emperor 
that body in which refides the fupreme power. 
The ftates of the empire are divided into three 
clafiesy the college of eleftors, the college of 
princes, and lalUy, that of the imperial cities. 
The ele&ors are nine, three fpirituad, the arch- 
bifliops of Mentz, Triers, and Cologne; and 
j|ix temporal, th^ king of Bohemia, the dukes 
of Bavaria and Saxony, the marquis of Bran- 
denburg, the Count Palatine of the Rhine, 
and the duke of Hanover. The empire of Ger- 
i^iany was founded intheyear 8ooby Charlemagne, 
vhofe pofierity down to Lewis IV, held it by 
hereditary right; but by the weaknefs of his 
fpcceflors, it became elective. The emperor's 
authority is much confined, and his revenues 
very finall ; yet h^ is the fountain of honouTf 
creating dukes, princes, marquifles, &c. and 
he has the fole power of convening the diet. 
This affembly conlifts of the emperor, the ninq 
electors, the fpiritual and temporal princes, 
and the deputies of the imperial cities. Their 
meeting is held at Ratilbon, where they enact 
Uws, raife taxes, conclude alliances, or de-t 
termine differences between the members of 
their own bP^y^ ^^lides this ^cmbiy, thcr^ 

are 
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ire two fupreme courts of judicature, called 
the Aulic council and the chamber of Wetzlar, 
to which lies an appeal from the fubjects of 
the ftates of the empire, when they think 
themfelves aggrieved. 

The college of princes is very nunierbu^ 
confifting of dukes, margraves, landgraves, 
princes abfolutely fo called, and counts. Theie 
were originally titles of perfonal offices, which 
they held under the emperor. The dukes 
{duces) were governors of provinces, and had 
alfo the command of the troops in their rcfpec- 
tive duchies ; bertzog^ the German name for a 
duke, fignifying the chief or leader of an ar- 
my. Subordinate to thefe were the . counts, 
who adminiftered juftice in a certain diftri<^ 
by the Germans called Gau ; whence comes the 
name of provinces terminating in gau^ as 
Sunlgauy Nortgauy &c. The counts in the 
Teutonic language were fliled Grau (afterwards 
changed into Orajf) which fignifies gray ; be- 
caufe they are fuppofed originally to have been 
aged perfons, who attended the emperor in his 
circuit through the provinces (from whence 
they took the Latin name of Comites) and allifted 
him with their counfeL Though the employ- 
ment of thofe counts or Graves feems to have 
been purely civil, yet in time of war they had 
the command of the troops within their dif- 
trict. Thofe who conamanded on the frontier 
were called Margraves, from the word manke^ 

figr 
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Cgnifying a frontier. Thofe who had i, 
whole province under their jurifdiciion, were 
fiiled Landgraves ; thofe who were intrufted with 
the adminiftration of juftice within the palace^ 
took the title of Pfaltzgraves^ or Counts Pa** 
latine ; and fuch as had only the government 
of a fort or caftle^ were called Burgraves* 
Some of them were denominated from their 
place of government, as Khingrave, the count 
who governed the province of the Rhine, &c. 

All thefe titles, as I mentioned to you before^ 
originally implied no more than perfonal oflices i 
but at prefent they denote hereditary lordfhipSi 
The princes of the empire are all fovereigns in 
their refpeAive territories, having an abfolute 
jurifdiciion over their fubjecls, except where 
the diet or the fupreme courts of the empire 
have a right to interpofe. Thus they enact 
laws, regulate eccle&afticad affairs (in Protef* 
tant diftrifts) raife taxes, conclude alliances 
with foreign princes and with one another^ 
build fortreffes, levy troops, and coin money ; 
in fhort, they exercife raoft ads of fovereignty 
conlillent with the intereft and good order 6£ 
the whole empire. 

It is the confederacy of thefe t>rinces that 
forms the Germanic body. They are divided in- 
to two claffes^alled the ancient and the modern 
houfes. The former, being fuperior in power and 
dignity to the latter, have a precedency at the 
diet : but they are all equally iatitled to vote a^ 

that 
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that afiembly. The ancient and great houfes are^ 
grft, the archdukes of Auftria ; fecond, the dukes 
of Bavaria and CountsPalatine, who are both of 
the fame'£unily ; third, the dukes <tf Saxony; 
fourth, the marqueffes or margraves of Bran- 
deaburg; fifth, the dukes of Bnufwitk and 
Lunenburg ; fixth, the dukes of Mecklenburg; 
ieventh, the dukes of Wurteniberg % eighth, 
the landgraves of Heffe; ninth, the margraves 
of Baden; tenth, the dukes of Holfiein^ 
eleventh, the princes of Aahalt. But it is neceC- 
fary to obfervc, that in the college of princes, at 
the imperial diet, there is an eflential difference 
between the princes called dukes, margraves^ 
landgraves, or fimply princes, and the counts ; 
namely, that the counts are diftributed into 
four clafies, each of which has only a lingie 
i0tote ; whereas every prince has his vojte, and 
£ome more than one at the diet 

From this fummary view of the govern- 
ment of the empire, you may form an idea of 
that of the duchy of Meckienbui^, as they 
are both framed nearly on the fame plan^ 
The duchy of Mecklenburg is a limited go- 
vernment, of which the duke is the head, and 
the provincial ftates the members. The duke's 
powerv is fo far abridged, that in the enading 
of laws he is obliged to confult with the Itates^ 
The country is divided into three circles : the 
firft, that of Mecklenburg, the capital of which, 
iince the cciiion. of Wiimar to the Swedes, is 

Par- 
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Parchim; the fecond circle is that of Weri«r 

den, the capital Guftrowj the third is that 
of Stargardy the capital New Brandenburg^ 
The two firft belong to the duke of Meck- 
lenburg Schwerin, and the third to the duke 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz. The whole duchy 
contains forty-five towns, befides three con- 
vents, and a vaft number of feats and vil^ 
lages belonging to the nobility, on which are 
dependent 'fifteen or fixteen thoufand bufef 
or manors. A hufe is a land meafure equal 
to thirty acres. For one moiety of thefe 
hufes the nobility pay as a contribution to the 
fovereign, nine dollars each hufe\ the other 
moiety, which they call ritterbufen^ are free, 
and independent. 

The nobility form the firft ftate, and enjoy 
great privileges. Their eibites arc \ alued at 
twenty millions and feven hundred thoufand 
rix-dollars ; the yearly income of which is ten 
hundred and thirty- five thoufand rix-dollars; . 
and reckoning the villages and towns, the 
whole yearly revenue of the country is com- 
puted at four millions five thoufand rix-dol- 
lars. This furpaffes the income of many duke- 
doms, and even of fome electorates. 

The commons or burghers are the fecond 
ftate, and reprefented by the deputies of the 
towns, under the direftion of the refpeftive 
capital of the circle. In the year 1523 the no- 
bility and commons of the three circles entered 

into 
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into a compaft of tinion, which has been con- 
firmed by the dukes at different times^ and 
lately by the convention of Roftock, in 1755* 
In virtue of this compaci:, all the free inhabitants' 
of each circle ihall enjoy a full equality of 
rights, privileges, and immunities, fo as to be 

governed, by the lame laws and ordinances^' 
both in civil and ecclefiafiical matters. And 
this is not Only an union of the circles, but 
alfo of the ftates ; the nobility and commcnis 
agreeing to a participation and community of 
all their .rights and privileges, and to their 
having an equal right ^f voting in the pro- 
vincial diets. 

The power of fiinimoiiing* thefe diets is in 
the fovereign, .who convenes them generally . 
every autumn, in order to fettle the annual 
contributions towards the fervice of govern- 
ment, or - to regulate other matters of public 
concern. The writs are iffued out to the 
ftates of the three circles, four weeks before 
they meet; and in thefe writs are men- 
tioned the articles on which they are to de- 
bate. The meetings are held alternately at 
Sternberg and Malchin. . 

The officers of ftate are eight land-raths or 
provincial counfellors ; four for the duchy of 
Schwerin, three for Guftrow, and one for Star- 
gard. Thefe officers are chofen by the order 
of the nobility, and confirmed by the fovereign. 
Each circle has alfo a marlhal of its own, which 
Yql. II. K; ' office 
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oftce is k«rc4itary ia U^e uoi^le families of Lut- 
2|OW, M<dsahn, and Hahn, 

. Bciides the diet, there is a con^mittee of. the 
ftates to manage affairs relating to the general 
union, and to watch over their rights and pri- 
vileges. This committee confiils of two pro* 
vincial counfellors, three deputies of the nobi- 
lity (being one from each circle)^ one deputy of 
the town of Roftock, and one from each capital 
of the circles, viss. Parchim, Guiirow^ al^d.New 
Brandenburg. This aflembly, confifting of 
nine perfons (whofe nmub^r, however, may be 
iitcreafrd by the ftates at their own expellee), 
reiides at Roftock, and is confidered as a college 
r^refeotative of the whole body o£ the sobi« 
lity and commons. 

. For the deterauaatipo of private property 
there arc three courts of law, thofe of Sch'^'erin, 
Guftrow, and Sirelitz, Beiides thefe, at .Qui- 
trow they have an aulic and provincial ^iirt 
of juftice, which fits the whole year. To thi$ 
provincial court lies an s^peal from the<three 
tribunals of Schwerin, Guftrow, and StrditSL* 
Yet, as connfellor Reiahard has obferved to me^ 
the latter are not inferior or fubordinate tribu- 
nals ; nor is the provincial court ever called the 
high cmirt ^ $ Imt .t}ie fpur tribunals aicrpec^* 

* This coneds a miftake nt my *intnKlii£^ion to 

Vaiiclalia, p. ii, where I call , the provincial court a 
ftiperior tribunal* 

fedly 
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iecily equal. It is true, tkere are appeals to the 
provincial court ; hot thejr are appeals, as the 
feme gentleman told me, of a particular kind, 
mppellationes adparem. This provincial court is 
common, not only to the two ducal lines, but 
to the fiates, who have likewife a ihare in nomi- 
nating the members. Thq dukes appoint the 
pre£dent, vice*pre£dents, and four a&ffors* 
The nobility fend one c»*dinary and four extra* 
ordinary affeflbrs : the other ordinary aiTefTors 
are chofen by the principality of Schwerin, and ' 
by the univerhty and town of Roftock. Where 
the duke's prerogpttive, de im inierpdiando^ does 
not interpofe, caufes may be removed from 
this, and all the other courts, to the high 
tribunals of the empire This prerogative, 
granted to the dukes of Mecklenburg by the 
mperor Ferdinand III. in 165 1, extends to all 
criminal caufes, and in civil matters to fuits un- • 
der 2000 florins, which, reckoning the different 
value of money from that time, is extended by 
fixne lawyers to 1937 rixdollars. In towns, 
the firft hearing of caufes is inveftcd in the ma- 
giftrates. For the decilipn of feudal matters, 
there al^e ialfo two courts, one at Schwerin, ancl 
the other at Strelitz ; but there lies no appeal 
from thefe to the provincial court At Rof^* 
tock they have alfo a tribunal, called the con- 
fiftory, for determining' ecdefiaftical cau&s. 
TIic fupreme court belonging to the dukes is 
that of ^ the privy council of regency ; the de- 

2- . mefiie 
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mefne chamber has the managing of matteis 

which concern the revenue. 

The laws of Mecklenburg are either jurs 

Jcrifta^ or confuetudinaria ; and .thefe, again, are 
either general, particular, or quite fpedal. The 
general German laws arc the decrees of the im- 
perial diet, . relating to the adminiilratjion of 
juflice, the police, &c. which bind the whole 
empire* The particular or provincial laws 
are thofe enaAed by the dukes with the con* 
fent of the ftates. Thefe relate either to fpi- 
ritual or to temporal matteft. The former 
contain all the ordinances concerning the 
fuperintendents, the praq>ofiti» the ceremo- 
nies, the liturgy, and, in fhort, whatever 
comes under the name of conliflorial ordi- 
nances, of which they have a code. The latter 
comprehend whatever relates to the conftitu- 
tion and form of government, the police, the 
army, feudal caufes, the iir>ances, the adminif- 
tration of civil and criminal juftice, and the 
public taxes or contributions. Thcfe are alfo 
collected into a code of ducal edids or conili-^ 
tutions. The quite fpecial laws are thofe fta- 
tutes and regulations which belong to corpora- 
tions, and have been granted by the dukes to 
particular towns, or made, with their conient. 
Thus Roftpck, Wifmar, &c have their muni- 
cipal laws, moft of which are borrowed from 
thofe of l^ubeck and Schwerin* 
The annual revenue of the dukes of Meek* 

■ • 

lenburg 
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ieiibi3!rg Sckwerin arifes from die tolls, excife, 

and other duties, which, together, may amount 
to about feven hundred thoufand rixdoUars a 
year. The contribution of the nobility, agree- 
ably to the perpetual convention of 17559 is paid 
by half the txxsiAt hufes or manors. The con- 
rtributions of the freemen refiding on the efiates 
and in the Tillages belonging to towns, as alfo 
thofe of the towns themfelves, have been finally 
fettled. With this annual public revenue,, and 
.a fiibfidy proportionable to that yielded by the 
talable hufcs or manors of the nobility, the 
duke is to defray the expences of garrifons, 
fortifications, envoys, diets extraordinary, af- 
lemb]ies,and payments to the imperial chamber 
at Wctzlar. Notice is annually given of thefc 
contributions at the diets of the province, and 
then they are levied by an order of the fove- 
reign. Such are the ordinary contributions; 
befides which there are occafional taxes for the 
fervice of the empire, for the ciixle of Lower 
Saxony, or for the fupport of the unmarried 
princelTcs of the ferene family : thefe the duke 
makes known at the gei^eral diet, by communi- 
cating an authentic copy of the refoludons of the 
empire and circle of Lower Saxony to that af- 
fembly. The princefles tax is fixed at twenty 
thoufand rix-doUars, and levied on the whole 
country without exception, except in fuch 
years as a tax is required for the empire and 
<:ircle of Lower Saxony. 

K a Befide 
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Befide the above contiibildons there ar6 ' 
fipce gifts, regulated by the confent of thenobi- ' 
{ity md commons, llie villages and parcels d£ 
lands bdonghig t6 corporati ons, as ailo the vafr 
(als of the clergy, are obliged to pay their affeff-r 
ments to thofe free gifts for the paWc ierviee, 
Thei'e has b^en of late a conliderable dedttftioli 
from the reventie pf the didee of Mecklenbmf* 
fichwerin, by the mortgage of his ftiare of thfe 
toll of Boitzenburg on th^ £lbe^ asid eight baiU- 
vHxk^ to this hotife of Bniiif^<4c Lunenburg. 
This was fettled by the emperor Charles VI. to 
faidemntfy that faonfe for the charges hicDfred 
in executing the imperial commifHon, in 173^1 
i^^i^ the prdent dtike's ulicle Charles Leo- 
pold, who in a conteft wdth the nobility haA re- 
lofed to fubmit to the itiiperial d^0ee. Theft 
ehdrges arhonnted to upHirtirds of a milKoii t>f 
irixdollars. The above demefhes produce an an- 
^irhU income of fixty thpnfknd dollars, and 
were ^equeftered for paying the intereft of the 
money escpended in executing the cdmmiiBon^ 

as likewife for difcharging part of the capital. 
This, howev^, was not to affed the duke of 
•Mecklenburg Strelit? ; his ftipulated ftare of 
the Boitzjenbvirg toU^ viz. 9000 dollars a year^ 
W2S ordered to be paid witih the ufoal regula? 
rity. But the duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin 
lias lately p^d o£F ohe half the mortgagOi an4 < 
I am informed that the money is almpft ready 
IP difcharge the remainder. 

I The 
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The r^ehues of the duke of Mecklenburg 

Strelitz arife from the circle of Stargard, the 
principality of Ratzebiirg, the Boitzenbiitg toll, 
the public contribution of the nobility and 
cbmmonS) and other duties, which may amount 
in the whole to about three hundred thoufand 
rix-dollars a year. But, as I mentioned to you 
ixsfbre, this prince's demefnes are improving 
daily ; and Baron Dewitz makes no doubt but 
in nine ot ten years time his income wUl be 
doubled. 

By the convention of Hamburg, in 170 the 
lordihip of Stargard was ceded by Frederic-* 
William, duke of Schwerin, to Adolphus-Fre* 
deric 11. duke of Strelitz, eum mm jure frincifum 
imperii fo that the faid duke Adolphus- 
Frederick XL ihould have a fall power of 
exercifing in that province both the territorial 
tights, and thofe of fovereign jurifdi^on, in all 
civil and ecclefiaftic caufes. At the fame time all 
the duke's vaiTals were to hold of him as direct 
and immediate lord of the fief ; but the ftates 
of the province were to continue indiffolubly 
united with the whole body of the ftates of * 
Mecklenburg, to enjoy as formerly their votes 
and fufirages at the diet, and to be capable o£ 
holding the public offices, as thofe of provincial 
counfellors and alTeiTors in the courts of juilice, 
' and direftors or overfeers of the convents. As 
this lordfhip conllitutes one of the three circles 
of the whole country, th^ duke f f Mecklenburg 

K 4 Schwerin, 
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SchweriBf (m fummoning his own ftates, gives 

notice thereof to the duke of Mecklenburg Strc- 
litZy ai^fl infonns him of the propofals which are 
to be laid before the affembly ; he intre^ts him 
alio tp fummon his fiates to that diety and to 
acquaint them with bis propofals. The taxes 
and contributions railed in this circle, like thofe 
of the other two, are remitted to the common 
treafury of the province of lloftock, from 
whence the contributions are delivered out to 
the dukes. Both thefe princes may appoint 
deputies to' inquire into the neceffities of the 
circles, and to the provincial court of juftice at 
GulUow; but the conMory at Roftock de- 
pends intireiy on the duke of Mecklenburg 
iSchwerin. The duke of Mecklenburg S.trelitz 
appoints his fuperintendent to lit in the coi|fi£- 
jtory at Strclitz, and his aflelTor to aflift in the 
prQvincial court of jufticp at Gufirow. By the 
convention of Hamburg, the right of pri- 
mogeniture is eftabliihed in the two lines, the 
elder brother to be invefted with the fove- 
reignty, and t^e .oth^r brpthers to have ai|i ap- 
• panage, 

The number of forcies maintained by the 
.pi«fent dukes of Mecklenburg is inconfider* 
able, and little more than nec^flary to guar^ 
,|theif perfons, and preferve the public tranquil- 
lity. I mentioned to you, in a former letter, 
that the duke of Strelitz maintains five com- 
panies of foot^ a troop of life-jgpar49, and ^ 

few 
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few huffars. The duke of Schwerin has three 
x^giments of foot^ two troops of life-guards, 
and a regiment of huflars. The troops of 
both dukes are all doathed alike in blue uni* 



m 




M 





Neither of thefe princes have any ambition to 
fwell themfdves beyond their natural firength, 
to invade the rights of others, or to difturb 
their neighbours* The prefent duke of Meck*^ 
lenburg Schwerin's uncle, duke Charles Leo- 
pold, had a confiderable army on foot ; but it 
was by oppreffing his fiibjefis, and trampling 
upon the necks of the nobility. However, 
were the neceflEity of government to require it, 
the two dukes are able to maintain a body of 
fourteen or fifteen thoufand men. The fiates 
do not contribute to the fupport of the troops j 
but the dukes are obliged to defray all the ex- 
pences of the military eftablifhment out of 
their own revenues. The nobility and their 
vaffals are exempted from quartering the' fol- 
4iers ; . but the towns only from finding quar- 
ters for the horfe. 

The fame titles are affumed by the dukes of 
both lines, namely, thofe of duke of Mecklen*^ 
burg, prince of Wenden, Schwerin, and Ratze- 
burg, count of Schwerin, and lord of Koitock 
and Stargard. 

With regard to the ducal arms, their fiiield 
is party per pale, two bends divided into fix 
fields, exclufive of an efcutcheon. The fii ft of 

thefe 
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thelb fields is topaz, a buffalo's head gardaat 
mbf) WDlrhed Mth bdms pttAf ttdth a.ti&^ 
of the fame thtough its tioftrils, for Mecklen- 
biilrg. iThe fccond is fa|>]phite9 a griffin topaa^^ 
M Wthdtn. The thii^, patty per feffe barry of 
two fapphire, with a griffiti pearl, and a lozenge 
attiethyft. Bbth tSiefe htld by th6 leiifned 
Beehr to be the arms of the lordihip of Roftock. 
Thedcutcheoii is party ptr fefle mby and topaz, 
which, according to the faitie author, denote 
the ttms df the county of Schwerin. The fourth 

is ruby, a crofs wavy pearl, for the principality 
of Ratzeburg. The fifth ruby, an arm doathed, 
pearl, and bound with a ribbon of the faiiie, 
ifliiing from a cloud, and holding up a ring 
to{)az, tHith a ftbhe infixed, foi: th^ lordihip of 
Slargard. The fixth is topaz, a buffalo's head 
diamond, With a trowti topaz, ahd hoins peail, 
a tongue panting, and placed oblique ; but 
• to what this alludes is uncertain. The creft 
is compofed of five helmets open and crown- 
ed : the firft, for Mecklenburg, is furmounted 
with five pales, lharp- pointed, and joined 
towards the bottom ; the firft azure, the fe- 
cond or, the third gules, the fourth argent, the 
fifth fable, furmounted alfo with a buffalo's 
head fable, crowned with gules, homed argent, 
contourne, and placed in profile behind the 
head is a peacock's tail faftened towards the 
bottom to the upper part of the pales. The 
fecond, for Wcnden, furmounted with two 

' wings. 
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' ^riangif the one ^vltc, and the other or. Tkk 
^Ird, for Stai^ard^ fttnnount^ with two bti6- 
fido's horns couped with gules and or. The 
HMMkf for Schwerin» furmounted with a half 
Ipiffin. The £fth^ for Ratzebnrg, furmounted 
with atvtik knceSy argent^ to which are faAened 
towards the points the fame number of imaH 
MuKi^ sdfo ai^gent. The Itaantles are of ali 
tolours and metals. The fupporters are on * 
the right a buffidot on the left a griffin. Part 
of thefe emUems have been prettily explained 
by an anonymous writer in the following 

Mecifeburgtaca virtutem & robora gentis 
Bucefhati caput & grypbis imago notat. 

JuJliHa & fidd Jhtdium nadata puella 

Brac/jia, quamque offirt annulus^ arrha probat. 

At the diet of the empire, the duke of Meck- 
4enbtirg Schwerin has three votes in the college 
of princes, and the fame number in the aifembly 
nof the ftates of Lower Saxony ; one for the 
duchy of Guftrow, another for the county of 
Schwerin, and a third for the principality of 
Schwerin. The duke of Mecklenburg Stre- 
litz has alfo a vote at the faid aflemblies, in 
right of his principality of Ratzeburg ; and his 
highnefs has a juil claim to another vote for 
Stargard. 

The affeffment for this country, in the matri- 
ciila of thetnipire^ exdufiye of Schwerin and 

Ratzeburg, 
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Ratzeburg, is forty horfe, and lixty-lcvcn foot, 
or 748 florins to a Roman month : but the 

crown, of Sweden pays its proportion of this 
ium for the town of Wifinary and the baili* 
wics of Poel and New-clofter- The duchies of 
Schwerin and Guftrow pay 243 rixdoUars to 
the imperial chamber at Wetzlar. 

The dukes of Mecklenburg being defcended 
from the kings of the Venedi andObotrites, and 
having been independent fovereigns till they vo«- 
Inntarily became members of the Germanic 
body, may be well fuppofed to enjoy very great 
prerogatives. !• They are domni propnetarii^ 
or lords paramount of the whole country. 
2. They can chufe what time they pleafe to 
take the invcftiture of their dominions from 
the emperor, the diploma of their creation 
as dukes making ufe of the words, quoties ep* 
portunum fuerit. 3. They are perpetual chan- 
cellors of the univerlity of Roftock. 4. They 
have a right to create counts and barons. 
5. They have the privilege, as I mentioned to 
you before, de nm appeUando. 6. They have a right 
to coin money, and, in ihort, they exercife the 
fame power as any other prince of the em^ 

pire. 

. Thefe princes have alfo feveral well-founded 

!pretenIions. The principal are, i. Their pre- 
tenfion to the duchy of Saxe-Lawenburg, 
founded on the compaft of inheritance, in 
1431, between fiern^d .of Saxe-Lawenburg, 

and 
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and Henry and John dukes o£ Mecklenburg ; 
which treaty was renewed, in 1518, between. 
Magnus duke of Saxe-Lawenburg, and Henry 
and Albert dukes of Mecklenburg. The 
duchy of Saxe>Lawenburg is now poffief- 
fed by the eledoral houfe of Brunfwick-Lu- 
nenburg. 

.2. Their pretenfion to the landgraviate of 
Leuchtenberg, fituate in the Upper Palatinate.: 
This claim is founded on the right of cxpeft- 
ancy granted to Henry .duke of Mecklenburg, 
in 1502, by the emperor Maximilian I. who de- 
clared that this landgraviate fhould devolve to 
die houfe of Mecklenburg, if that of Leuchten* 
berg came to be extinct. The cafe happened - 
in 1646, by the deceafe of the laft landgrave, 
Maximilian Adam ; yet the landgraviate was 
conferred on Albert duke of Bavaria, who 
had married Maria, Maximilian Adam's fifter. 
The houfe of Mecklenburg, having been greatly 
reduced by the Thiity Years War, was i^ot 
then in a condition to aiTert its rights. 

g. Thdr pretenfion to the dig-nity ^d office 
of archi-fciffor, or firft carver of the empire. 
This dignity was confeired, in 1531, by the 
emperor Charles V. on Albert, duke of Meck- 
lenburg, and his heirs ; but it is now in difufe, 
though the daim has been revived by the fe- 
rene family. 

So much for what relates to the government: 
I [liAl conclude with a word or two concerning 

the 
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die cfoivaitey. znd the fiato of leaniiAg W. 

Mecklenbi^rg. 
There axe three eomrcnta in thia CQWHry, fop 

ladies of the Lutheran rcKgioii ; namely, thofe 
of Dobbertin, Ribbenitz, and Malchowy fub^ed 
to the direftion o£ the ilates. By the famous 
convention of 1 7 55, thefe convents are to he 
ittaiiitaiaed in their rcfpe£tive priyileges ; and 
both they and their eitates are r^jprefented by 
the ^oblefie at the provincial diets* They can- 
not purchafe without the approbation of the 
Sovereign. In fliort^ they are a ibrt o£ free 
boarding-fchools, founded on the ancient ef- 
tablifhmenty where young ladies^ generally of 
the beft famiUes, are educated : fome of them 
fpend their lives in thefe houfes, without ta- 
king either the religious vow or habit ; neither 
arc they tied down to many rules, but barely 
fibch as are requifite for the good order of 
the coipmunity. Being allowed to quit thefe 
houfes, and marry when they pleafe, they 
cannot be confidered as loft to fociety. • 

Ever fiace the Reformation, learning l^s 
greatly flouriihed in the duchy of Mecklen- 
burg. The univeriity of Roilock, as 1 men* 
tioned to you in a former letter, has produced 
a number of able profelTors in moft branches 
of learning. Even many of the dukes them- 
felves were eminent far literature, and moft of 
them have favoured it with their patronage. 
The prefent dukes are remarkably fond of men 
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of letters, as appears by the literati promoted 
Mt New Sl^relit?, by the emiijieiit profaSfirs 
appm&ted at tl|^ naiverfity of Butzow. Thf 
falaries of thpfe profelTors, I ^ are the 
hdk oi my univ^fity vfk Germaity; fome ^ 
them have 899, Qth^rs 1 090 ri:^4olUrs ^/ir 

mffii; yet tbey oofm^^iiit aa I meiitioned 

ypu from Butzow, that they have but fevr 
pqpUs. Tbe clergy tbrQugbout the whole 
country 9re eminent in litei^ture ; the br^nebcs 
they moft cultivate, bolides theology, are the 
dji4Sic$, hiflory, and natural pfailofophy. The 
gentlemeA of the law are diftinguiihed alfo 
for thek polite learning; and many of the 
phyiiciaas for natural philofophy and the ma^ 
thematics, as well as for die medical art; 

There arc few gentlemen of any note in the 
principal towns, but have tlieir cabinets of ca» 
riofities, and take a delight in foarching into the 
arcana of nature* The duke of. Mecklenburg 
Scbwerin fcts the public an example, being a 
very good philofopher, and an excellent me- 
chanic The duke of Stpelits has alfo a tafte for 
natural philofophy^ which he ftudied under 
abbe NoUet. Hence a fpirit of emulation 
feems to fpread among thie nobility, many of 
whom think it a greater honour to be known 
for their progrefs in learning and the polite 
arts, than for the largcnefs of their fortunes, or 
the antiquity of their pedigrees, 

A perfon 
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A pcrfon of diftinftion was obferving to me 
the other day, that next to vice, nothing can be a 
greater difgrace*to a noblema& than ignorance. 
The word nobilisj he faid, is probably derived from 
mfciMis^ that is, diftinguiihed or known ; now 
learning is the moft effedual way of making a 
perfon known, not only in his own, but in dis- 
tant countries ; not only in the prefent, but in 
future ages. What has made Homer, Plato, So* 
crates, Virgil, Cicero, Leibnitz, Locke, New- 
ton known ? Was it the ^lendor of their de- 
left ? No : it was their learning that pro*^ 
claimed their fame, and coniigned their names 
to immortality. This is being truly noble ; it is 
a nobility which far furpaffes that of blood ; a 
nobility that can never be extind. Nobility 
without learning is but an outward garment ; 
llrip fuch a perfon of his lace-trappings, and 
turn him into a cottage, you wiU find he has> 
nothing to diiUnguifh him from the peaiant. 
If the rational capacity be that which renders 
man more noble than brutes, he who has taken 
the moft care to improve that capacity, by ex« 
ploring remote countries, by inquiring into the 
laws and cuftoms of different kingdoms, hy in- 
veftigating the order and ftrufturc of created 
beings, by directing his ftudies.to the improve? 
ment and happineis of fociety, muft furely be 
deemed the nobleft of men. How vain then 
the boaft of titles, ribbons, and fjdendid gew- 
gaws, when compared to the more folid ad- 
vantages 
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VoBtages of learning ! The cuftom of heredi- 
tary nobility, eftabiilhed in tlurope, is owing 
to a prefumption.tiiat the children will not de<- 
generate frdm the viitues of their p^ents* 
But how falfe the prefumption ! Nothitig in- 
deed can be a ftronger inftance of the corrup- 
tion of the prefent age, than the preference 
given to title and fortune, in competition witli 
learning and virtue. Much better would it be 
to follow the practice of the Chinefe, in enno- 
bling none but the literati ; fo that if a man- 
darin's fon fliould happen to be a blockhead, 
be is reduced to the ftate of a plebeia<i. He 
concluded then with that fine paflage of Se- 
neca ; Non facU mbtlefti atrium plenum fumdjis ima" 
gtnibus ; nec ^uod anh nos fuit, noflruni eft* Anima 
facit nobilemy cut ex qudcunquc conditlone fdprd for* 
. tunam licet furgere ^. I owti this nobleman'sf 
fpeech, which was delivered with fome energy, 
gave me pleafure; it Ihewed a dignity of 
(entiment, and a candour, that I could not 
belp admiring. I told him, however, that the 
corruption he complained of, namely, the pre- 
ferring riches^ td merit had unfortunately ob- 
tained, more or lefs, in all ages^ and coun- 
tries \ that 

0 cives^ ctves^ quarenda pecunia frimum eftf 
Virtus pojl 



♦ Ep. 44. 
Vol. II. • L 
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was a maxim not mbre prevalent now than {or« 
merly^ that I was glad to fee the encourage- 
ment given to learning by the princes and 
nobility of Mecklenburg j but that I believed 
there was no country where the fciences were 
n^re encouraged, and more refpecl paid to 
men of letters^ than in England ; of which I 
gave (cfveral, and fome of them living inftan- 
ces : I added^ that our nobility were remark- 
able for their application to every branch of 
learniagy and efpecially fuch as are neceflary 
to form the ftatefinan. He faid he was not a 
firanger to this particular, and thus our conver- 
fation ended. I Ihall here take an opportunity 
of ending my letter, hoping you will be fo 
good as to excufe me, fhould I happen to run 
into minutenefs, as it proceeds intirely from a' 
good intention, that of contributing to your * 
amufcinent, and giving you fome fort of proof 
that 

I am, 

♦ 

Dear Sir, yours, ^c. 



LET^ 
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HAVING givdn ybtl a dcfcnptidh of tii 
country and government of Mecklen* 
burg, I having nothing more td add than my 
cxcurfions in this neighbourhood, which have 
enabled me to make fome new obfervations^ 
and given me a farther infight into the cuf* 
toms and manners of the inhabitants; 

Not long after my arrival at Strelitz, tha 
duke mentioned to me that it would be proper 
I fhonld pay a vifit to baron Jaffiatlnd, who* 
lives at a fmall diftance from hence, at a vil- 
lage called Redlim The rdafon his highnefs 
gave was^ that this gentleman is one of the 
moft leatned in the whole cofuntry^ aiid per* 
feclly well verfed in the hillory and antiquities 
ef Mecklenburg: that he is alfo poilelled of 
a great variety of printed books and itianu- 
Icripts relating to thofe fubjeds ; and confequent- 
ly a fit perfon to coiffiih wiAj in cafe 1 wanted 

L 2 apy 
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any farther lights or affiftance. Baron Dewits? 

was prefent, aad faid it was by all meaxxs pro* 
ptr I fhould go; and tkat he would defire 
young M. Ocrtz^ a relation of baron Jaffmund, 
to bear me company. I returned his highnefe a 
great many thanks for the obliging intimation, 
and faid I would fet out as foon as M. Oertz 
was ready. The baron faid it fliould be the 
niext and he would take care to acquaint 
that young gentleman with the duke's inten- 
tion. I have, given you an account, in a 
former letter, of M. Oertz, who is brother 
to the baron of that name, gentleman of 
the bed-chamber to the duke. I ihall only, 
repeat to you here, that he is one of the beft- 
humoured gentlemen I ever was in company 
with. 

Early the next morning I breakfafied a^ 
ufual with baron Dewitz, when he told me 

that he had ordered a chariot of his own to 
itarry me to Kedlin, and had fent to M. 
Oertz, who was ready to go with me. By 
nine o^clock M. Oertz came, and we fet out 
immediately. The Journey was fliort; for Red- 
lin is not above eight miles from Strelitz* The 
firft part of the road is very fandy, but we 
foon got into a pleafant wood belonging to 
the duke : within a mile or two of Kedlin the 
country opened, and aflbrded an agreeable prof- 
pcft. We reached Redlin by eleven, and drove 
to baron Jaifinund's houfe. M. Oertz ordered 

his 
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his footman to knock at the door, and to^ ac- 
quaint the baron that Dr. Nugent from Lon- 
don was come to pay him a vilit. I own. I 
thought this a very abfurd way of intro- 
ducing me ; but M. Oertz, being lively and 
facetious, would have it fo, ajid faid he would 
anfwer for the propriety of the mefiage. The 
lervant found the baron at home, and the anfwer 
was, that I was welcome to iledlin, and 
he flioidd be very glad to fee me In two or 
three minutes the baron himfelf came to thq 
door^ but I muft own made a whimfical ap- 
pearance. He is a tall gentleman, of a thin 
habit of body, with good features, and 9 
ruddy countenance ; but his apparel was 
fo mean, that I took him at firil for a worn- 
out game-keeepef; He was drefled in an old 
green frock, a tattered old hat, his wig with« 
out powder, and an old pair of boots. Tho^ 
he is not much above fixty, I imagined him to 
be between feventy and eighty, by reafon of 
his long beard, which I believe was of a fort- 
night's growth. Notwithftanding this un» 
couth appearance, he ihewed himfelf the po^ 
lite gentleman, in his manner of reception 
and welcoming me to his habitation. The 
houfe is large and commodious, but not at all 
handfome ; for the nobility of this country are 
fatisfi«d with conveniency, and few of them 
sum at elegance or beauty of architedture in 

L 3 their 
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their country houfes. After compliments were 
. over^ he ordered coffee, and Madam de Jaf&nnnd 
piade her appearance. She is a very polite 
lady, of the noble family of Pleffe, and thoiagh 
ftricken in years ftill preferves the remains of 
beauty. M. Oertz having explained the mo; 
tivc of my vifit, the baron very politely pro- 
piiied me all the affiilance in his power; mo-, 
deftly adding, it could not anfwer his wifhes, 
as he was grown old, and retired from 
the world ; that his meihory began to 
fail him, but that I- was welcome to any 
papers or books in his pofleifion. We chatn 
ted thus foi* fome time, when the baron pro-^ 
pofed to us to take a turn before dinner, in 
order to fee the yiHage and its environs. The 
propofal being agreed to, he carried us to a 
neighbouring eminence, from whence we ha4 
a view of the village of Redlin, and of a fine 
fruitful pountry. The village is pretty large, 
pid the houfes or cottages make a tolerable 
appearance: it is delightfully iituated in a 
froitful plain between two lakes. On the* 
other fide of the leffer lake ftands Wantrfca, 
a plea£mt hamlet belonging to the duke of Str&> 
Ktz, and formerly remarkable for a ^Oifter^n; 
abbey. The baron is poflefled of a very large 
pftate in this country, confifting of feven lofd- 
fliips, all improved lands. He feemed to take 
a great pleafure in pointing out to me Afc ex-* 

tent 
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tent aad variety of his pofleflions, which rea- 
der him one of the moft opulent noblemen in 

■ this country. Yet he lives like a gentlqmaa- 
mer, feldom goes beyond his own grounds* 
and applies himfclf intirely to agriculture. He 
is reckoned ingenious in m^ng fluices^ and 
draining of wet lands. He has two fons, both of 
agCy and accompliihed young genilemen. They 
have been educated at Berlin, but are no^ 
upon a tour of pleafure to Strafburg. From 
this appearance of circumfiances, I thought ba- 
ron Jaffmund a moft happy man ; being poffef- 
fed of a great eftate^ enjoying good health, 
blefledwith an amiable lady, two fine fong, 

. and an accompliihed young lady for his daugh- 
ter. I told him my thoughts, and as he is a 
fcholar, repeated to him the well known lines of 
Horace, Beatus ille qui procul negoiiis^ &c. which 
1 apprehended could, if to any one, be juftiy 
ap{died to a perfbn in his htuation. He fighed 
and (aid I was much miftaken. It is true, that he 
had a good eftate, and thought he ihould be 
happy in fpending his decline in retirement; but 
thefe were delufive dreams, and the very country 
lifeyfrom.which hepromifed himfelffuch felicity, 
had fruilrated his expectations \ that a teni})],e 
mortality raged among the cattle, efpecially on 

his eftate, where it had made great havock ;that 
the iGsafon was fo very dry, he could not fow his 
wheat, which would be a great difappoint- 
meot^ that his eflate was hemmed in on ^ 

L 4 fides^ 
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lideSy by the duke's demefhesy which often 

involved him in difpiites with his high- 
nefs's fiewards or bailiffs about breaches of 
privilege or trefpaffes. ** A-proposy faid he 
to me, I have heard that the kings of Eng- 
land have no crown lands; I could wifh our 
dukes were on the fame footing, and that 
they had a public allowance, in the nature 
of your civil lift, fufEcient to maintain their 
dignity.'' Thus he went on murmuring and 
complaining, and at the fame time walked very 
faft, and over ploughed lands. For my part, 
Iwa s heartily tired of fuch rough exercife, be- 
ing a gQod deal heavier than either the baron 
* or my young companion M. Oertz. I fweated 
to fuch a degree that I could bear it no longer, 
and I was obliged to tell the baron, that I 
fliould be glad to come to a place of reft. M. 
Oertz laughed very heartily; but the baron 
begged pardon, and immediately turned back 
the fliorteft way to Redlin. As we entered 
the village, we faw a commcm fellow with a 
dog ; at w hich the baron feemed to be greatly 
exafperated) and told the man, that if he did 
not take his dog away forthwith, he would 
^ive orders to have him {hot. The man fub<v 
miffively declared the dog would do no harm, 
but the baron was inexorable. I enquired 
into the caufe of fo much indignation; and he 
told me, that during the prefent mortality of 
l|Qrne4 cattle^ many people, inftead ef 
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burying the carcaibs, giye them to the dogs; 

which fpreads the infection ; neither do they 
bury the hides, but expofe thexa to the fun, 
after which they are fold to the tanners ; 
that the duke had given orders to have 
the carcaies with the hides buried deep iin- 
der ground; but,thofe orders were too often 
eluded. This converfation led us to his door, 
when dinner was jull ready to be fervcd up. 
Our entertainment was elegant, a foup and 
two courfes, with choice of good wines : the 
Burguady efpecially was excellent I obierved 
a great deal of plate, and a tea-table intirdy 
of that metal. Madam de Jallmund, as I 
mentioned to you before, is a moft complat* 
fant lady, and perfeft miftrefs of the ceremo* 
nies of the table. 

In the courfe of converfation the baron men- 
tioned ieveral anecdotes of his own life, which 
weie very entertaining. Among others, he told 
me that he had been at Hanover, upon a depu- 
tation from the Aates of Stargard, to king 
George II. That at this fame time a coun- 
try farmer had committed fome a& of violence 
on the king's horfes and hounds, which had 
brolx through his grounds ; and that the 
duke of Neweaftle (who had come over frcmi 
England with the king) happening to be at 
table when the thing was mentioned, feemed 
(9 be very axi^^ry, and advifed his Majefty to 

punilJi 
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. paiufh the farmer for his infolcncc. * Tlie 
king fimied^ and defired him to remember 
Hbcrty and propertyi to whicli his fubjecls of 
Hanover were equally intitled with thofe of 
England. Talking of the king of Pruffia, he 
told me that he had been informed of noble- 
men in Brandenburg, who diiliking forae of 
that prince's late proceedings (how juftly he 
would not pretend to fay) had taken si refo* 
hition to fe^ll their eftates, and remove to 

• JMeddenbnfgy where they would bf upder a 
free government; but that the king found 
meani to pnevent them* Among other in- 
fiances he mentioned that of baron Greyffpn- 

• berg, who had actually difpofed of his ^fitf » 

• and retired lx> this duchy ; but the king being 
;ipprized of fuch a ftep, ordered the. mop^y tp 
be flopped; fo that M. Grey&nberg wsas ob- 
liged to return^ and fettle again in Branden- 
burgt greatly to his difadvantiiger He men- 
tioned this as an extraordinary policy in that 
mo&arcl^ to prevent the depopulation of 
Brandetdmrg, which certainly would be the 
confequence, were he to allow the migration 
pf his fubjeds. 

In difcouriing about the nobility of Meek* 
lenbufgv he enlarged upon their privitege^» 
and feemed very'fond of curtailing the duke's 
prerogatives But he lamented greatly the 
fl^tftox^ pf ^avel4dnd, ajpprehei^ding that it wilt'* 
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lie the ruin of all the ancient families : for by 

dividing their paternal eftates, their revenues 
ore daily diminished } and luxury increafing in 
the midft of poverty, they either become de- 
pendent on the dukes for preferment at cour^ 
or are obliged to go abroad for employment. 
That, for his part^ he had pften advifed thenor 
bality to enaft a new law, for eftablilhing th^ 
fight of primogeniture, as the only means of 
preferving their eftates^ and their indqpen^ 
dence; but all to no purpofe, fo abfurdly tena- 
cious are they of their old cuiloms* la the meao 
time he obferved, that the duke's power was in- 
creaiiog daily by oeconomy, good managenafint| 
and purchafes ; fo th^t the nobility, thefe were 
hi^ wcirdsj are all in danger of being fwallowr , 
fd lip, or, which is the fame thing, of .being 
|:educed to beggary. 

Our converia&cva fdi afterwards upon the 
hiftory of Mecklenburg, with which the 
baron is perfcidly acquainted. He was fo 
polite as to ibew me his library, which, 
STOpng other f^bjecls, cQutained a very large 
number of printed and naannfaript trad^ 
relating to the hiftory of this country. The 
pfinted books of v^ue I i^ad already feen ; but 
for the fight of fonie mannfcripts, and the ufc; 
he has allowed me to make of them, I muft 
acknowledge my obligations. The whole of 
bis converfation was ent^rtaipi^g and inftruc: 
fhre; and I l«a4 gr^at m(m Xo Ijc pleafccj 
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uldi my journey. But our fatisfadion wal 

interrupted by the baron's complaining of a 
noife and pain in his ear, which gave him 
great *uneafinefs. His father, he faid, died of 
an apoplexy, and he apprehended that he Ihould 
meet with the fame fate. We did all we could 
to keep up his fpirits, but in vain ; and I had 
like to make things worfe, by innocently atk- 
ing him a queftion, which he took in a wrong 
fenie. I thought bleediiig would be good for 
him, and therefore afked him whether there 
was never a barber in the village. You muft 
know that barbers in this country are the 
only furgeons, as they were formerly in £ng' 
land ; and I meant no more than to know whe^ 
ther there was a furgeon on the fpot to bleed 
him ; but the old gentleman, confdous of his 
long beard, apprehended I meant, whether 
there was never a barber to ihave him. This 
made him blufh, and he anfwered in a very 
low tone, that there was no fuch perfon 
in the village. I endeavoured to fet him 
right, but all to no purpofe; he continued 
very low-fpirited, which M. Oertz and I per* 
ceiving, thought proper to decamp ; though we 
had intended, if this accident had not happen^ 
cd, to ftay there all night. After returning the 
baron and his lady thanks for their great ci^ 
vility, we fet off for New gtrelitz, and ar« 
rived there by fupper-time. M. Oertz and 
I {pent th^ remainder 9f the cv»ing at my 

lodging, 
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lodging, where we made many reflcftions on 
the day's adventure. The next morning, at 
bi cakfaft, I made a report of my journey to 
Baron Dcwitz, who was highly diverted with 
my queftion about the barber, and at dinner 
told it to the duke, who laughed very heartily. 

, A few days after, I had an invitation from 
the fuperintendant, M. Mafch, to go with hiiu 
to the village of Dewitz, where he w^s to or- 
dain & young prieft, lately pfefented to that 
living. I mentioned it to the duke and to ba- 
ron Dewitz, who ^proved of the propofal, as 
I Ihould have an opportunity of feeing a plea- 
{ant part of Mecklenburg, and the manner of 
ordaining priefts in the Lutheran religion. The 
Baron himfelf was alfo to be there, on acoount 
of his being cmpatronus of that churchy er 
pariih, in conjunction with baron Gentzkow, 
who is lord of the manor of Dewitz, It is a 
common thing in this country, that manors 
which bear the name of certain families, fhall 
belong to families of another name. Pferhaps* 
it has been owing to the change of pioperty,, 
by purchafe, or intermarriage. Thus the manor 
of Dewitz belongs to baron Gentzkow ; and 
the manor of Gentzkow is the property of ba- 
ron Barleben, father of madam de Dewitst 

The fuperintendant and I fet out from New 
Strelitz,on a Saturday morning, in % very haad*^ 
iome coach, with four good hgrfes, belong-^ 
ing to barou Gentzkow. The weather con* 

tinued 
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dnaed very fine, as it has done ever fince I haver 

been in tiiis country. By eleven o'clock^ we 
came to a pkai^nt village called Wefiien^ two 
miles from Strelitz. The country round it 
i& very good» and every thing wears the appear- 
ance of plenty. The village and eftate belong 
. to the duke of Strelitz, who purchafed it lately 
of the family of PeccateL The fuperintendant 
told me, that this puichafe was ftrongly oppo- 
fed by the nobleiTe of the coctntsy, from a jea- 
loufy of the duke's growing power; and that 
even the marihal of the comrt. Baron Zefteffleth, 
had been againfl it ; but that it was determined 
iipon by the advice of Seip, who made life of 
the fuperintcndant's influence to perfuade the 
late duchefs, his ferene highnefs's mother, to 
come into that meafuie. The village of 
Weftien is prettily built, and has a new chapel 
for the inhabitants, with a handibme houfe for 
the fteward. From Weftien we came to the 
village of Blumenholtz, and thence to Ufa- 
del, a hamlet belonging to baron Bredow, and 
about fix miles from btrelitz. Here we were 
npon a high ground, and had a fine profpc^ of 
the Tollen lake, and of the village of Prilwitz^ 
the feat of baron Bredow* As we pafled by a» 
heap of ftones on a hill to the right, the fuper-" 
hitendant obferved to me^ that he apprehended 
that fpot to have been the lite of the ancient 
dty of Khetre. From thence we proceeded to 
Kemerow, a pleafant Village, which I paffecf 
4 through 
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through' in my "^ay from New Bcahdenburg to 
Strelitz. The fuperintendant had lonie bread 
with him^ and a battle of win^ which we eat 
and drank by the way ; after which he fmoked 
a pipe in the coach, for he confiantly carried a 
tinder box about hita to light his pipe. By 
three o'clock, we arrived at Stargard, and 
alighted at the Hev« M. 6entzmer% prsepo&tus 
or reclor of that parifli. I have given you fome 
account^ in a former letter, of the rev. AL Geatz<^ 
mer, and mentioned to you that he had been 
prseceptor to her majefty, and the princes her 
brothers. He was born at a place called Wel- 
lickendorff, in the marck of Brandenburg: 
though fifty-two years of age, he is married 
to a very young gentlewoman, daughter of 
M. Siemfen, equerry to the duke, and has 
three or four children. His chief ftudy has 
beeii natural philofophy^ in which he is ctoi* 
nent, particularly in what regards lithogra- 
phy and f oihls. Of thefe he has a very fine col^ 
kiStion, fnperior, perhatps, to that of any private 
perfon in the whole country. . There is not a 
better natured man living, always good hu* 
moured, and even facetious in company. 

Our reception was moft hofpitable and por 
lite; we had a genteel dinner, good wine^ 
and a hearty welcome. Mrs. Gentzmer is 
not only agreeable in her behaviour; but hand* 
fome in her perfon. The parfonage-houfe ber 

inff 
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ing near the church-yard, we went, aftet 
dinner, to fee a bell-founder melting down thd 
old metal found in the rubbiih of the church, 
which was burnt down^ together ivith the 
greateft part of the town, the beginning o^ 
July, 1758. The fire happened at nine of the 
mornings when mod of the inhabitants were 
gone to a, fair in New Brandenburg* The fur- 
nace was very well confiruded; and the belU 
founder, who was come from Berlin, feemed to 
imderftand his bufinefs perfedly well. The 
walls of the church were ftanding, but the infide 
had been intirely confumed. 

Stargard gives its name to the circle be* 
longing to the duke of Strelitz : and is a Ve- 
ttedic word, which fignifies an old town« 
It is indeed a pLice of great antiquity, and 
was formerly the capital of a duchy. The 
diftrift belonging to it was once fubjeft 
to the margraves of Brandenburg, but came 
byfrnarriage to the houfe of Mecklenburg. The 
town is fmall, and that part which efcaped 
the late fire is but indifferently built. On the 
ruins of the other part, new houfes have beea 
ereded, which make a pretty good appear* 
ance ; fo that it feems like many other 
towns, to have arifen more beautiful out of its 
afiies. 

' Above the town is an old ducal palace, feated 
bn a very high hill, whith commands an extent ^ 
^ve profped. Joining to the palace is a lofty 
7 tower. 
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tower, formerly a gdqfiderabie fortrefs. The 
fituatipn of this plsLC& ofy fuch an emipsx&cc^ oo- 

^eafioned the following, diftich 2 . ' 

' • : . . . . 

Turrigeras inter celjifque in mntibus arces 
< . E^itulit antiquum Stargaris alia cafut. 

Here the dukes of Mecklenburg Stargard, a 
collateral branch, now extinA, uf0d 16 re-^ 
fide in former times ; but having no fpring 
(on the topt the caftle has been deiierted by the 

princes of tliis family, and is now going to 
ruin. 

Afiseir viewing the town, we went up the hill, 
which is very fteep^ to fee the caftle, and were 

# 

agreeaUy furprifed to find baron Dewiiz and 
his lady. They had dined with M. dc Gai- 
fcrtlheim, lord of the manor of Medemiiiy 
who refides there in quality of governor. This 
is a tall portly gentleman, of a fair complexion, 
and pretty much marked with the fmall-pox. ' • 
The baron was going to his leat at a neigh« 
bouring village called Kolpin, where he has 
a good efiate ; and intended to be the next 
morning at Dewitz, to affift at the ceremony 
of the ordination. We were both plcafcd at 
this aoddoiital interview^ and, after drink- 
ing coffee, he and his lady took a turn with' 
jme round the walls of the calUe, to enjoy 
the profped of a well cultivated country. Aa 
they had a good way to go that evening. 
Vol. II. . M thi 
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they took their leave of u^, after deiiriiig me 
to fee the ftmous fpring, called Jungfer brun^ 
at the foot of the hill. I.promifed him I would; 
and accordingly I went with the fuperintend- 
ant and M. Gentzmer, the moment of his depar- 
ture.. The fpring is vtrf dear^ and was walled 
round with ftone by Elizabeth duchefs of 
Mecklenburg, daughter of theldng of Den- 
mark. It is called the Jungfer brun^ which fig- 
nifies the maiden ipriog, from an adventure 
faid to have happened here to a young damfei, 
and exactly Umilar to the Hoty of Pyramus 
and Thifbe. 

Having fatisficd my curiofity with the fight 
of this famous faring, 1 murned with the other 
two gentlemen to the cattle, intending to take 
leave of M. de Gaflfertfiieiitoy tod to lodge that 
night at M. Gentzmer's, who had given us 
. the firongett invitation. M. de GafFert&eim 
would by no means oonfent to it, but infifted 
that the fuperintendant dnd I Ihould be his 
gu^ for that night. We wett obliged to 
comply, and had no reafon to find fault with 
our entertainment M. GentEmer ftaid tbe 
evening with us, which we fpent vety chear- 
fully, being regaled with a handfome fupper^ 
and a bottle of good wine. The converfation 
in great part turning on lithography, M. 
Gentzmer had an opportunity of difplaying 
his erudition. Among oth^r articles, he fell 
vpoB that- of the belemaites, and gave us foine 

• I • remarks. 
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r^inarks^ which I tiiought worth preferv- 
ing. 

. The bciemnites, he faid, are ftoixes^of a co- 
sical ihape^ or rather petrified iea-worms, called 
holothurici, and frequently found in thefc 
parta. Qn being broke, the fpina may be dif- 
^riguilhedin the middle, with theflefli extend- 
ing in llris to the circumference. ' They are of 
three different colours, yellow, brown, and 
black: of the yellow, fome are traniparent, and _ 
border on white, and in tranfparency and elec- 
tricity come very neaj: amber, attracting like 
fubftances, as leaves, &c. All of them, when 
rubbed, emit a fmell like the marmor fuilluni, 
and o^r aaimal petrefadioas* The pyncipaL 
of their conftituent parts are a calcareous earth*, 
and a volatile alkali. It is of fovereign ufe in 
the cnre of inany diforders ; and that kind is 
the beft for medical purpofes which has the 
moft pungent fmell, as containing moft volatile 
Cdt. Its medical virtues are the following : 

It is in high commendation for the gravel 
in the kidnies. But it is u(ed chiefly in cure*' , 
iug the diforders of horfes. 

I. Pulverized belemnites are good for difor- 
ders in the eyes of horfes. 

%. Ta a horfe which is beginning to have the 
glanders, give in the morning falling, haif an 
ounce of pulverized belemnites inT frc jh fpring 
water ; continue this four days, and it will get 

the bette^f the diiordcr. 

M 2 3. In. 
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3. In cafe of a conftipation^ give a wholcf 
ounce in a pint of good vinegar. This will 
operate ftrongly on the beaft j but after re- 
peating it for fome days, the good efie^ wiK 
declare themfelves, 

4. In a ftrangury, there is sio better readedy 
than an ounce of the fame powder. * 

5* An ounce of pulverifed belemnite mixedf 
trp with 'water, is an excellent remedy for thcf 
cholic ; likcwifc in cafes where the proper na- 
ture of the diftemper cannot be afcertained, the 
belemnite powder has often been ufed with 
great fuccefs. 
' * Another no fmall recommendation of the 
belemnite is, that in feveral diforders of horfes* 
it operates as an excellent diuretic, and with* 
al is a very cheap medicine. 

We all acknowledged ourfblves greatly ob^ 
figed to M. Gentzmer for thefe difcoveries, 
which were fuch at kaft to me ; but as it 
grew late, this gentleinan was obliged to re- ^ 
turn to town, and the fuperintendant and I 
withdrew to our apartments.- Before he 
went to bed, he filled another pipe, and then 
walked about the room, ruminating on the 
fermon he was to preach the next day at the 
ordination. This, he told me, is his ufiial 
way of compofing ; he feldom commits any 
' thing to paper, but meditates over his pipe, 
and has his difcourfe by heart the next 
mpiiiing* He has certainly a prodigious mc^ ^ 

mory* 



Digiiizoa 



L E T T E R XVL 16$ 

iBOiy* I fat with him about a quarter of 
an hour, and then left him to his medita-^ 

tions. 

' We rofe early the next morning, and after 
taking leave of M. GafFertflieim, went down to 
town, and breakfafted with M. Gentzmen The 
weather being fine, it was delightful tra- 
velling. We fet out from Stargard on Sun^ 
day morning, at half an hour after ten, and 
a little after eleven we reached the village 
of Dewitz. The country all the way is fruit- 
ful : moft of it is ploughed land, inter- 
i|>drfed with a few * thickets. The village of 
Dewitz is fmall, and contains nothing worth 
notice, except baron Gentzkow's houfe and 
farm. . The fuperintcndant introduced me to 
the baron, who received me very politely, 
and fpoke pretty good Engliih, for which he is 
indebted intirely to his own application, having 
never been in England. He is a ihort gentle* 
•man, of a very good countenance, and fair 
complexion. He is younger brother to baron 
♦ Gentzkow at Strelitz, and gentleman of 
the bed-chamber to the duke. The houfe is * 
commodious, but not handfome ; the barns, 
however, for the horned cattle, are the iargctt 
and beft I ever faw, and really firuck me with 
furprize. Another thing that furprized me 
was to fee my friend captain Anfiruther there, 
together with captain Pleffe, having not 
ji^rd of their intention to make this tour. 

M 3 U 
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It feems they had come to this refolutioij the 
evening before^ and fet out diat very v^moing 
at five, in order to be prefeiit at the prdi* 
nation. After oofiee, we went t>ttt to be- 
hold a fad fpeftacle viz. tlie poor cattle in 
the barns, the greateft pai't of >viuch wc 
found dead, zxid others expmng, to the great 
and inexpreOible concern of the baron. His 
lofs on this occaiion is computed xt 4000* 
rixdollars. It is amazing what a number of 
cattle tlie gentlemen have in tliis covmtiyy 
how clean and neat they are k^t, and how 
handfome and commodious their fiaUs. Tite 
melancholy fight caft a damp upon all our 
^irits I and the baron was fo deje&ed, that 
we fympathiied with him on £> difioial m oc« 
cafion. - 

About eleven o'clock, baron Bewits and 

his lady came from Kolpin, and after a 
few complimenti we all fet out for tbe ps^ 
rifli- church. It is a liandfome building, with 
a commodious gallery for the baron and his 
family. The fervice was very long, I really 
believe it lafted three hours. The luperin- 
tendant was affifled by M. Gentzmer, and ano- 
ther clergyman. We had two fermons j the 
firft preadied by M. Gent2nDer; the fecoad 
by the fuperintendant, which more properly 
was an exhortation to the new prieft, dire^ 
ing him in the difcliarge of his duty. Both 
xfrcTC excelknt di£courfes« . The .ordination 

was 
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wa$ 72^4^ hy the impofi^ioa of hmds^ the 
fuperin<:eadant aad the other two .clergy* 

men p^forming that cexepony all three at 
the fas^e time. The new prieft's name was 
Se^dcl j tlie former parfon had been fet afide 
for fi?i9P fyfiXt foufid i^-hiaxond|i&} but they 
allowed him 100 dollars a year. 1 he weather 
)va6 eiKi^fim cold; and I was not guarde4 
againft k by my drefs, I quivered ki fuch a 
mwi^rj that captain AniirjUther kindly taking 
pity on is^^ xosde me put on his fiurred night* 
gown. ^. , 

Ijhe xfun»ioay being ov^, we returned to 
bdjTOn .^eQ^zkow's^ >yhere I wa§ very glad to 
get a wann roQia. ^ '^hift was alfo the caff 
of baron Dewitz, who happened to be incom* 
xooded wif^ an ug^ cg^d^ W.^ .flown to 
dinner fourteen in con>pv(ny^ among whom was 
major O.^fU, a ^jfui^^an.pffiqer^ with.his two 
iopM.' '..TIk m^jor hasianisftate. in the neighr 
bourlK>pd^ and )v^b tliere upon a vilit. Baron 
43faf^9^v h^d proviikd a-handfome entertain* 
meat for his company, and did all he could to 
put us in fpiritSy but he wanted fome himfelf 
^d it is unpoffible- for company -to be chear- 
ful, unlefs the mafler of the ioufif. iets the 
exampl^. X>ur conyerfa^on turned chiefl|r 
on the drea^f^ diflempci', which was making 
fuch havQfk in Meckl^burg. Sojpfi^ talked 
the caufe^ of it, and aiOgned it ,tp . noxious 
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herbs, which " the cattle feed upon in different 
pafturagei^* Others imputed it to apeftilential 
air, iimilai^ fo that which^nfeAft th^ human fpe- 
cies. Others affirmed, from the cutting up of 
many beafts ^hich died of the diftemper, that 
the caufe of it appeared to be a venomous and 
corrofive matter, gathering in the ftomach 09 
bowels, which eat through the very inteftines, 
and hkcwife occafioned inflammations in the 
body.* 'Thefe difquifitions wcfre of V«Py littte 
ufe or comfoct to the popr gentleman, who bad 
loft all his cattle ; and as it began to grow late^ 
we all thought of taking our leave of him. 
The baron and his lad fi^t oat for Kolpin ; 
tain Anftruther and captain Pleffe went to 
bay a* riiit - to bar<m Bredow, at Frilwitz^ 
where they intended to'^ftay all night;^' and the 
fuperintendant, M.vG^ntzmer, and I, refolved 
to return to Stargard;* * fiaron ^Gentzlcoyr, in- 
deed^ prcfled us very jkindly to accept of beds ; 
but we agreed among ourfelves^ that it woulii 
be better by far to pafe our evening chearfully 
^t Stargard, than to tarnr-anv longer in a hoofis 

of forrow. ■ 

' We therefore fet out from Dewitz about flx 
in the ^vTtning, and retiimed by the-fame road 
to Stargard. ; Mrs. Gentzmer gave us; a cprdiai 
receptio&; 'Wiiig agreeablf difappoihtctf at our 
coming, for fhe did not expe£l us that night. 
'She got uij^a gbdd fupper^and we f^eiit^ktr time 
very chearfully. M, dfcaffertflieim came down 

from 
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from the caftle to fee us. Before and after fup- 
per, we ^employed ourfelves chiefly in viewing 
JM. Gentzmei's mufeum. Here he difplayed an 
j^mazi^g variety , of nalund rarities, efpecial- 
ly in the article of foffils ; and, though wc 
iat up till one, he had not exhibited above 
one half of his treafure. The day following 
we returned to it again, and when we had 
gone through the whole, he' Ihewed us a 
collection of excellent prints. His library is 
very well fiocked with books of divinity and 
natural philofophy. Among other things, I 
was pleafed with the fight of the New Tefta^* 
ment in the Syriac language, publifhcd in 1555, 
by John Alle Widman Stadius, chancellor of 
Vienna. The copy belonged to the celebra- 
ted Melandhon, in whofe hand-^writing 
a few lines mentioning this book to have 
been prefented to him a reverendo viro jfacobo 
Rmgio. But the greateft curioiity was the 
New Teftament in Greek, printed at Hagc- 
nau, in 1 52 1, by Anfelmus Badenfis. This was 
the celebrated Luther's own copy, in whofe 
hand-writing are the following pious ver£ss, 
written on a blank page,* in 1542 : 



In 
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p 

In ienebris it denfa cgBgum maiii^ 

Cum nihil efl toto pedore conjiliij • 
Turbaii jtri^^nus^ Daup ad U lumma cndii^ 
Nojlra tuamque fides fdim wtd opem^ » 
rege confiliis adus pater optime ntfiros^ 
Hiiftnmofm ut laudifervi§i cmae ttut. 

After finiflungow iWvey of om giMd 1^ 

rarities, \vc took our leave of him and his 
hAf^ Wiio» as tbe weather .was very coldt isfiftr 
cd on our drinking a cordial upon our going 
into the coach* M. Geatauner was very meny 
(m tibc occafion, and faid it was his ciaftMi 
every morniag to drink a little crambamdulif jl 
jocular name far a dram. We fet. out for 
Strelitz about eleven ; and when we came to thi 
idU over-igaiiift Prilwite^ the weather being 

very fine, the fuperintcndant propofed walking 
. a little way^ and lighting a fiseih fipe. Tfacic 
onnot be a more chearful and agreeable gen- 
tleman in the world thaa Mr. Maich; fo diat 
ytm may judge how happy I hav« iheen in 
liis company. Among other topics of conver« 
iation, we fell vpon dreams; but I was fiir- 

prized to find that fo learned and fenfible a 
man ihould believe there was any fuch thing . 
as divination by the phantafms of lleep. 

Dreams^ he faid, are fent fro^ above^ and 
philofophers in all ages have looked upon them 

as 
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as a pedium or channel of ijiviaation*. Fytha- 

lar profeiEon of interpreting dreams; an art 
vribicU ht bMd karned saotmg the £gyptiaas 
and Chaldeans. Socrates forefaw, from a 
dFca&it thtt be was 1:0 die ia three days, as may 
be feen in Diogenes Laertius. Plato and Xe« 
npj>hon» his difcij>kfi» fhew the credit they 
give to dreams, by relating them often, and ' 
taking notice of their being verified. The. 
ftoicsB were coaft wtly of opioioa thatxlreams . 
come from the immoral gods, to enlighten 
in regard to future tnmfaftions. There are 
many inftances in fcripture, of prediction by 

di^ajnf^iuchasthofeof JofepfayDanidy&c. Sut 
to come to the point, theii^erintendant himfelf 
has had feveral dreams wliich were exactly veri- 
fied; particularly one with regard to hisfatjier;. 
a fecoud concerning the prefent duke of Sfcre-- 
lite; a tlHrd about a oototeft between mar- 
flial Zcfterfleth and another perfon at courtp 
which he foreiaw in a dream, together *witk 
the manner of reconciling them; a fourth 
with refpecl to a clergyman w ho w as to fuc- 
oeedtoatxrtatnlivung; hefawhim ina dveam • 
the. firft time, and knew him afterwards to 
be the verjr identical perfon. 0 * 

I took upon me, notwithftanding tliefe affcr- 
ttonSft to combat the fuperxotendant's opinion. It 
is not to be daiied but there were formerly 

dreams 
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dreams fent from God, as appears by the in* 
fiances mcDtioned in fcripture ; Imt thofe in* 
fiances were very rare, and attended with fuch 
drcumftanceSy as prevented any poffibility of 
being miftaken ; and properly amounted to a 
fnpernatiual infpiration. Thefe infpirations * 
are no more ; and I do not believe the fu» 
perintendant himfelf pretends to be infpired« 
Therefore, confidering lireams in a natural 
Vghtf they depend on the teniperament and hu- 
mours of body, on the quality and quantity 
of meat and drink, and on other qualities quite 
foreign from any knowledge futurity. 
But to come to fome proof; were dreams fent 
firom above, they would, in all probability, be 
beftowed on the wife and the virtuous only, 
whereas they indifFerejitly happen to all. Be- 
fides, they would happen to the human fpe-> 
cies only ; but it feems they are incidental to 
brutes. Again, if the Deity were pleafed to 
give us an infight into futurity, would it not 
be more reafonable to imagine he would do it 
by a dear and evident vifion, than by fuch an 
enigmatical and intricate channel as that o£ 
dreams ? Thefe were the arguments of the 
Lyceum againft divination by dreams; argu- 
ments not .anfwered by the reveries of othev 
philofophers. But another great objection . 
arifes from the manner of interpreting- dreams, 
about which there are no certain rules* Some 
fp^ interpreting them by analogy^ that is, 

»7 
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t)y the relation between things dreamt of, and 
the event which is to happen. Thus, whca 
Ce£ur was in SpaiBf he dreamt that he was com* 
mitting inceft with his mother ; and the man* 
ner of ex^aiaing it was, that he ihoiild be maf- 
ter of the whole earth, the comnaoa parent o£ 
foankisdi Others maintain that dreams ought 
to be explained in quite an oppofite fenfe to that 
in which they appear ^ thus, if you dream of 
death or riches, you are to draw a fure infer- 
ence o^ life and poverty. This diver£ty of 
opinions Ihews the nullity of the thing. Is It 
likely that if the Deity wanted to acquaint us 
with future events by dreams, there would be 
occaiion for interpreters, who are not agreed 
about their manner of explaining i We Ihould 
laugh, faid Cicero, if the Carthaginians and Spa- 
niards were to fpeak before the Roman fenate 
without an interpreter ; and yet we render the 
gods equally ridiculous, when we pretend they 
iCeveal themlelves to us in fuch clouds of obfcu* 
rit. Explodatur hac quoque Jomniorum divinatio pa^ 
titer cum cateru* Nam iU vefe loquamur^ fuperfti* 
tio ftifa per gentes opprejftt omnium fere atiimos^ atque 
bominum imbeciliitatem occupaviL With regard 
to fome dreams that proved true in the event, it 
is not at all furprizingthis fliould be the cafe out 
of an infinite number* Suppofe a blind man 
were to flioot ofi' a thoufand arrows, is it im- 
poflible hut one out of fo many will hit the 

mark ? 
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mark ? Theft ire ineii of fbme complexions, 
whole imagiaation in the night , is diihirbed 
Willi fuch si multitiide of fumes and ytpourt , 
that one or otl^nmay happen to raife an idea 
of fome futart eveiift. But at peqile take 
notice only of thefc on account of their 
fingularity^ the others are^negle&ed and for- 
gotten ; anl what' is merely the effeA of 
chance, they vainly or fuperftitiouILy .attri; 
bute to tkeBeity. , ' ' 

This convcriation lafted till we got to Stre- 
litB^ which was after two, find being too late 
to go to court, I dined with the fuperintendant. 
The evening I gave an account of my expedi- 
tion to the duke, who was greatly pleafed with 
it. The next morning I breakfafied with baron 
Dewitz,who was come from Kolpin, but had left 
his lady for a few days at her father's, baron Bar- 
deleben, at Genttkow. Upcm my return to my 
lodging, I was agreeably furprized to hnd M. 
PiftoriuSyWho was come fromNew Brandenburg 

to meet M. Buckholtz, the hiftorian, at Old 
Strelitz, and defired the favour of my company. 
1 mentioned to you before, that M. Buckholtz 
had undertaken this journey on purpoie to fee 
me. He is reftor of Lichen, a finall town in 
tlie marquifate of Brandenburg* I was pleafed 
with the news, and with the good nature of my 
worthy friend M. Piftorius, who had bpen at all 
this trouble on my account. Captain Anftni- 

thcr 
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ther ttid captidA Gr:ihain happenings to com 

in at that very time, we agreed to walk to- 
gether to Old Strelitz^ Tkeie tiro geatlemea 
did not iiay long with us, but ttirned back^ 
intending to dine at GOOf t ; tat M« J^ifioriut 
and I went to M. Buckholtz'i^ brother, who is 
mafter of tht gyniMfiumf or public fehooU 

We found M. Bnckholtz arrived, and I was 
introduced to him by M. Piilorius. He i« a 
Aort, thick-fct gentleman, of a fwlMthy com- 
plejLion, and unibrtunately has loft an eye. I 
mentioned to you before^ that, his abridgement 
of the 'hiftory of Mecklenburg is a very pret- 
ty performance ; and that he has had the thanks 
of the prefcnt king of Pruffia,in that prince's own 
hand-writingy for the Hiftory of the ele&oratc 
of Brandenburg. After compliments were over 
we fat down to dinner, and I may truly affirm 
that we had a cmxvium fhilofopbicum. Between 
two fuch gentlemen as M. Piftorius, and 
BuckholtK, I could not bat greatly improve^ 
An infinite number of queftioiis were itarted 
concerning the hifiory of Mecklenburg, and 
the gentlemen removed feveral difiicultics in- 
tirely to my fatisfadion. After this very enter* 
taining converfation, we tooh a turn about the 
town, and from thence adjourned to M. Piilo'* 
. rius's lodging : this was at a handfinne houfe be- 
longing to, madam Winnemer, where the good 
fyndic entertained us with an excellent fupper^ 

and 
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and plenty of champagne. Bui^mafter Tail' 

gatz was of the party, and inlifted on my 
taking a bed at his houfe. It was hte before* w6 
broke up, and I accepted of the burgomafter's 
cScr. Early the next morning, I received a viiit 
from M. Piftorius and M. Buckholts, and we 
breakfafted all together. Literary converfa- 
tion being renewed, I found that M. Buckholt^ 
is a poet 4s well as hiftorian, and has written^ 
at the requeft of prince Charles, the queen's 
brother, an epic poem, in blank vcrfe, intitled 
Pribiilaus, in imitation of the famous Klopftpck, 
He ingenuoufly told me, that this poem had 
been feverely cenfured by that great critic, my 
friend M« Reinhard ; Vaptdam fub ejus ferula^ 
iwerehis words, at the fame time laughing very 
heartily. He mentioned to me alfo, that he had 
written a German poem on the d6ath of our 
Queen's mother, which he would fend xne the 
firfl opportunity. But as he was obliged toretun) 

that forenoon to Lichen, and M. Piftorius to 

New Brandenburg, we parted with regret, 
after many proteftations of friendihip. 

I walked back to Strelitz, where I arrived -in 
time to dine at court. I gave an account to his 
highnefii, and to baron Dewitz, of the particu- 
lars of the interview* The afternoon I fpent in. 
accompanying the captsuns Anftruther and 
Graham in feveral vilits, and, among others, to 

M. ScheveBt'Who produced his ftore of choice 

wines. 
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Ivines. I have given you this gentleman's cha- 
i*ader ; fo thsit you need not be furprifed wheii 
I aflbre you it was with difficulty ^we could 
make our efcape from him. That evening^ 
there was a ball, when the court appeared in 
its ufual chearfulnefs and gaiety. 

A fe^ days after, I received a letter from 
Buckholtz, with a manufcript copy of thci 
German poem which he had promifed me^ oil 
• the death of the late duchefs, her prefent majef- 
ty*s mother. The poem being in German, a 
language you do not underftand, it would be 
idle to lend it you ; but his letter to me is fo 
very polite, that I cannot refift the temptation of 
giving you a tranfcript of it. 

Tm ntonim emit at do5rimque prajlantia excellm* 
tijffim^ Dn, Tboma Nu^entf Di L 

Samuel Biuiboltz* 

Pef^os inter fotennefque mferendus mt mhi jucuH^ 
dijjimus Hie dierum, quo tecum^ tanto viro, Strelitzii 
convenire contigtt* Adhuc plena mens eft gaudioy w- 
di£e noj/eque Nugentum, Pl/lorlumqUej rerum Megapo* 
iitanarum indagatores diligentlffimos^/criptore/que cele* 
berrimoSy et ilium quidem ed majore?n, quanta majorif 
molis aggrejus fit opuSf peregrinus in ifto campo^ pra-\ 
dmeftico. Aft nan tu fateris exercere modeftiam 
Vol. II. N . tuam 
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tuam laudibus : nm ergo in fadm tibi cantabo meriia 
tua poft te eanenda. Solum confiteri Ilceat, quanta per^ 
fufus Jim admratione indolis tua Britanjiica admodum 
fuperque generofa ; vidi in te virtutem maxtme ingenu^ 
aniy tot am vera ■amicitia fa£lam. Primus, quern vidi, 
inter Anglos^ frejudicium maxime bonorabile natiords 
menti intuHjli mca. Solum favor em tuum exfpedantt^ 
quemvenerabilem fatisfutarem fortunam^totuscrds^ ve* 
nerabiliorque fautore, amicus y et illequaft jam multorum 
annorum. Felix ego nimium^felixque magis^ ut fojftt 
Ma circum vicinia Jibi fngere^ qui defcendere potuerii 
virtus tanta extranea ad virum nojlra gentis, minoris 
digmtatisy ut quis in ilium attendat. Gratum in m 
gaudiUJii eo niagis exced'it cancellos vulgares^ cum ta- 
lia vulgus ignoret aftimare. Pijlofius mfter novit ; 
Fijlorio te femper pradicabo, Et optarim ex animo, 
favori tuo inmJHnuU^ili^ aut Ji mavis^ amUitiit tua ge^ 
nercfijfma perjevum ejfe commendatus. O inr max* 
ime, ne tranjeai quafo mare^ nifi memoriam quandam 
commilitonis tui German! , quamvis ninms dignitatis^ 
famaque et meriti^ tecum trahendo. Et Ju omnia bo^ 
norum omnium, qms vidijli, vota te comitentur et inh 
pleantur. ^uque, o 

NaviSy qua tibi creditum 

Debes biJioricum^fimbusAr^licis 
Reddas incolumem, precor, 

ne magna nos fallat ilia exfpeSatio gloriofee cor^umma^ 

tionis opeiis Nugentini* 
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J^od reltqmm eftj fpedmen illud bk haUs cmi^ 
mms pM^iAy 4e titi narrmfi. I&fimicum ff^M 

Ubique aliqnalem^ et for/an indigeret commentariis^ 
quibufdam iti lods. Jn ttutpn JUiuUr fiUis ife/ligid 
Miltoniy five Klopjlockii fecutus Jim^ i^fs judicabis^ 
Nm mhi tantam atrogo Utudim^ oBoqinn laurta mm 
OviduSy licet olim ferfuadere mihi pajfus Jim princi^ 
fern Jtrtni£mum^ Car^lum^ fratcem ngina tua^ ut 
epice canirem Pribijlaum* Cecim^ htba tamen nm 
Miltoniana^fed ruuciori^ei thythmis tunc minus grata^ 
fuia Klopjhciius regmbat apud Germanos poetas. 
Jam rbythmi apud tws civitati funt rejlituti^ mutilate 
Klopftockii ifAperio parte potejlatis^ et aquo jure rur* 
/urn utunliir cum amulis. At^ nefas fatigare te gar* 
rulitate ejufnwdi \ vetant leges^ quas fofoor tuusfonU. 
Peccavi ; Jed idem tuut favor et amicitia didicit igno^ 
fcere. Verbum non amplius addam. Vale, Ucbetue 
Ucarerum. ix. CaL Nevembr. iLDCGJJJ^L 

This letter, I think, is ^ ibong fpecunen of 
the politenefs of the Germans ; I give it to you 
as fuch, far from imagining myfelf intitlcd 
to the high compliments that gentleman is pleaf* 
ed to beftow on me. I believe you ate pretty 
well tired with my excurfions at pfefent ; t 
lhall therefore allow you fome time to reft, and 
referve the remainder for the next poft* The 
weather, though ftill fine, is growing cold } 
and -as- winter is coming on apace, I begin to 
think of returning to Englanc^ whqrc I intend 

N a to 
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to give you a full accoijnt of many things- by 
word of mouthy which cannot fo well be com* 
initted to writing. Adieu, my dear friend, I 
hope to fee you foon^ and to afiure you tetc a 

i am^ 

qioil iincerely. 

Dear Sir^ yoursy &c« 



* 
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D ^ A R S 1 &y 

SOON after ray interview with the verv 
learned gentlemen, M. Buckholtz, and M. 
Fiftorius^ at Old Sdrditz, I was invited by baron 
Bi^dow, to come and fee him at his feat in PriU 
witz. I had heard a good deal of the pleafant- 
aefs of the fituation, and moreover been told 
that I fliould there behold the ruins of an ancient 
temple^ dedicated to the heathen god Rhada* 
gaftus. This excited my curiofity, and upon 
my mentioning it to Baron Dewitz, he ap^ 
proved, by all means, of niy going. I fet out, 
after dinner, on a Saturday, along with captain 
PleiTe. The firft part of the road, is very iandy f 
we went through Wellien, Plumholtz, and Ufa- 
del, and in an hour and a half, reached Pril**' 
witz. The diftance is about eight miles. Pril- 
witz is a very pretty village, pleafantly htua-^ 
ted at the extremity of the ToUen lake. The 
profpcd frooi thence is moli charpiing, a ridgs 
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of fine hills rifing on the right and left, and the 
lake extendln g to the city of New Brandenburg, 
which terminates the landfcape* We waited 
upon the baron, and found him over his bottle, 
with a fine old gentleman. Major Fabianus of 
^ Holmi Zeric, aad a -Ixwyer,' the ianie whom 
I had feon before at J^ew Brandenburg, who 
drinks his bottle very freely, but can talk 
•f nothing except appeals and gravamina. The 
baron, who, as I mentioned to you before, 
had been one of the deputies Of the nobleffe, 
to congratul4te the duke on tlkc l^ir^h of thf 
princeft of JBaglaad, received me with opieo 
arms, and prefentcd me to his lady. Never did 
I fee fuch a qontr^ft bjptweea xuan apd wi/e^ ib^ 
former of a Patagbiriaa fiature, and the latter 
almoft a pign^y. Th^. );>aron is one of tha 
ebearfttUeft meB living, genorous and hofpi* 
ttble, fond of good cheer and convivjal merri-* 
Aent He had loft all his cattle by the nbof ta» 
Uty three times fucccfliveiy^ yet it never aflfecled 
liis mitid, and he alw^iys yreiei^«d his ufiitl 
hilarity. His lady makes up in breeding and 
good feuDe the. deficiency of her fisse, aAd her 
Muntentncc ii very agreeable* She ipeake 
French fluently, and. is^ poffffl^d of feyeral 
other acc(>mpUfliment«, among which I may^ 
particularly mention the fweetnefs pf hey tem- 
per. Indeed the Gertnan^ ladies im general irQ 
thQ bell tcmpfiitd in ^thc ^wbQie, w.odd, th# 

waft 
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moll complaifant and even obfequiousi to their 
hulbands* We made But few compliments, 
9S the baron and I were already acquaint- 
ed; the company went away by dark, even 
captain Pleffe was obliged to go, and pro- 
mifed to come for me the next day. I fpent 
the evening very agreeably with the baroa 
and his lady. The houfe is large and commo- 
diousy but not handfome, being an ancient 
building. The furniture, however, is very, 
good, and contrived in au elegant tafie. 

The next morning after breakfafj, the baron 
propofed taking a walk up the neighbouring 
mount, in order to fee the famous ruins. It 
wasahne clear froft,fo that we had a charming 
view of the Tollen lake, and the hanging 
woods on the lide of the hills. The mount 
being very fteep, I was tired in gaining the 
fummit. The baron, and many others of this 
country, fuppofe that the ancient city of Rhetre 
ftood on the fame fpot as the village of Pril- 
witz, and that the temple of Rhadegaftu^ 
had been erefted on this mount. From what I 
could obferve, both at the bottom and on the 
fides of the hill, there did not feem to be 
the leaft vellige of a temple ; but the ditches 
and ruins of walls and fortifications, plain- 
ly indicated the temaii^s of sm ancient caftle. 
Such caftles or noblemen's feats were very 
common in the middle ages ; and you may re- 
member to have read of moated caftles in 

. . N.4 Sing- 
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England in former ages. I told the baron 
iny mind, and he feemed greatly difappoint- 
sd, for he had ftrongly pre-coticeived that 
it had been a temple, and had fome notion 
of digging there, in order to difcover hidden 
treafure ; only he was afraid, he faid, the duke, 
as lord paramount, would come in for fliare of 
it. The whole mifiake about this temple of 
llhadegaftus is owing to the notion they have 
here, that this was the iit^ of the ancient city of 
Jlhetre, famous for the worfhip of that heathen 
deity. But it appears from Adam of Bremen, 
VLTid Helmoldus, that this could not be ; for, ac<t 
cording to thofe ancient hiftorians, Rhetre was 
on all ^des furrounded by a deep lake, unditjue 
lacu profunda inclufaf which would not have been 
the cafe, had that city been iituated on this 
fpot. Befides, thofe writers mention that 
Khetr^ was the capital of the Redarii ; and it 
is known that thefe were a tribe of th^ 
SUvi, ipliabiting the Ucker Marck, in the elec? 
jtorate of Brandenburg. Th^ famous city of 
Rlietre, the feat of idolatry, and efpecially of 
the worfhip of Ks^dejgaftus, was tak^n and utt 
terly deftroyed by tjie emperor Otho the Great^ 
wd Geio, margrave of Bran4enburg, at^out the 
y^r 960 

After I had fully furveyed thefe pretended 
jniins of a temple, I defc^nded the bill alon^ 

f See Mail us, jfmiquitatts MiMnAuri^enfei. 
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vnth the baron, to view his flables and garden. 

The ftables are very large and convenient, well 
ftocked with horfes, which the baron lifes 
chiefly in hulbandry. The garden is fpacioiis, 
and handfomely laid out. About ele^ven we 
went to church, with madam de Bredow, and 
heard a good fermon. The church itfelf is 
very fmall, and contains nothing remarkable, 
except the numerous infcriptions on the tomb- 
fiones, by which I found, that this eftate had 
paffed, in no great length of time, through a 
vaft number of families. We expected captaiu 
Pleffe to dinner, but were difappointed. To- 
wards evening, one of the duke's chailes came 
to bring me back to Strelitz, and the fervant 
made 2^n apology for captain Plefle's not com^ 
ing, on account of his being indifpofed. I took 
leave of Baron Bredow and his lady, after re- 
turning them many thanks for their great civi- 
lity, and about fix I got back to Strelitz. It 
was a ball night, and I was agreeably furprized 
to find at the affembly my friend baroii Jaf- 
mpp4's two fons, who were juft returned from 
Straiburg. They are handfome young gentle- 
men, tall in ftature, and moft accomplifhed in 
their maimers. We had a good deal of chat 
together, and I found they lodged, as well as I, 
burgoniafter Strubing's. Bajron Dewitz came 
up to me, and afked me whether I did not think 
the elder M. Jaihiund very like the hon. Charles 

^Torke ; I really thiok tb^ \>^Von U rights am} 

that 
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« 

that there cannot be a fironger refemblancc. 
I gave an account of my tour tlut evening 
to the doke^ who could not help laugh- 
ing, when I told him that baron Brcdow 
4id not care to dig in 'the mount, left his 
lughnefs ihould come in for ihare of the trea.- 
{me. The two Jafmunds and I went home in 
the fame coach, and I fat with them above an 
lioor at our inn» where I was agreeably enter* 
takiod with their polite and fenfible converfa- 
tion. They have read a great deal, and take a 
particular delight ia fiudying the hiftory and 
conllitution of England. 

Tile day following was Strelitz fair, at which 
the duke intended to be prcfent. His highneft 
Tpsopofcd I ihould alfo go, and we fet out im- 
mediately after dinner. The duke intending 
to &oot plieafants by the way, took the cap 
tMM. Norman, Plefle, and Schmalanfee, with 
him in the fame coach, and counrdlor Rein" 
liani and I followed in a chariot. We ftoppej 
to fee the pheafant-walk, about a mile from New 
S^elitz, and I own it gave me lingular pleafurc» 
It is a very large inclofure, walled round like 
a park, and exLtremely well ftocked with phea- 
laats. After we had taken a turn or two^ 
we proceeded on our journey : about half 
a mile farther the duke alighted, and fiepped 
a little out of the road, attended by the ofiicers^ 
to aflnuie hiflafelf with &ootiDg« Couniellor^ 

Rein^ 
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Rcinhard aad I looked oli» neither of us being 

fportfmen. In about an hour the duke got 
into his coach againj and proceeded to Old 
Strelits. Burgomaft^ Tangatz came to wait 
upon highnefs, and invited him to his hahl- 
tatkm ; but the duke thought proper to fet vkp 
at the poft-houfe. We then walked about the 
towtkf <no other letvatits attending his highlit 
than two huffars. There was ^ very good 
ihour of buiine&, the ftreety prodigionflj 
crowded, and wares of all forts expofed as in 
England. But I iaw no drunkenness nor rioti; 
erery thing fbemed to be conduced with the 
grcateft decorum. After his highnefs had gra- 
tified his. cmriofiiy, he. returned to the poft* 
houfe, where coffee was preparedy the duke 
drinking nothing firong between meals. At 
foon as we had finifhed, we fet out upon 
our return^ and got to New Streiits by 
dufk. I alighted at M. KeinhaitPs^ where I 
fpont the beft part of the evening in literary con- 
verfation. I find he does not underftand Eng«^ 
hfh enough to relifii our poetry, for he fpeaks 
of it with fome flight, and he even holds 
the immortal Shakefpear in contempt This 
is a!fo the cafe of the celebrated M. Voltaire^ 
wh6, through want of a competent know-r 
ledge of the EngliOi language, ihews himfelf an 
madequate judge of the excdlence of that 
mitable poet. M. Reinhard has other prejut . 
dices (for who is without fome ?) particukrly he 
I favours 
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favours the Jews, and confiders them as uiefid 
to trade ; though the fliop-kccpcrs throughout 
the country complain they have no bufindb 
becaufe of the Jewifli pedlars^ who hawk all 
forts of commodities^ woollen cloths, filks. 
Huffs, ftockings, &c. in every part of the duke's 
dominions. 1 do not deny but opAlent Jews, 
men of fubftance and underftanding, may be of 
fervice in promoting foreign commerce; but 
the pedlars and hawkers of that religion, rather 
hurt the fair trader. This is alfo the opinicm of 
baron Dewitz ; yet the contributions raifed oa 
Ike Jews are fo confiderable, and fo beneficial to. 
the prince, that it is not thought prudent to 
make any alteration with regard to thofe peo^ 
pie, and things are likely to run fome time in > 
the old channel. 

The next morning I had an invitation from 
madam Barnewitz, to fee her mufseum, where 
I had an opportunity of admiring a well-cho<t 
fen collection of natural curiofities. This 
was begun by her late hufbandy and the 
lady herfelf has fince improved it. She has 
alio an excellent collection of Gre^k and Ko->. 
man medals, in good conferVation, with a va- 
riety of fine Danilh and Swcdifli coins. One 
^ the greateft curiofities I beheld at this 
lady's was her grand-daughter, a child only in 
her eleventh year; but for .ingenuity, fo- 
lidity^ amd good fenfe, a real phsenomenon, 

jbad 
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1 had fpoken a few days before to baron Dc- 
txritZy toncaming my departure, and he anfwer^ 
ed me, that the duke defired me to ftay till I 
had feen Mirow, the place of his and our 
ijueen's nativity : that his highnefs intended 
to go thither very ihortly, and would take^ne 
^th him. The opportunity now offered, for 
the duke had received an account from his bro- 
thers, the princes Charles and Emeft, that they 
intended fhortly to pay him a vifit, and he re- 
vived to go and meet them at Mirow. 4^t 
the fame time captain PlelTe, fenior, and the 
two Britiih officers, Anftruther and Graham, 
were for returning to Brunfwick, and the 
duke invited them to be of the party, Mirow 
being in their way to that city. 

The duke fet out for Mirow along with 
the two Britiih captains; and I was to foU 
low the next day, in company with captain 
PleiTe* 1 fpent the greater part of the fore- 
noon, after the duke was gone, with baron 
Dewitz, and talked over matters relative to my 
departure for England. We dined at court, 
but the duke being abfent, and the princefs not 
coming down to dinner, there was but very 
little company. In the afternoon, I made feve- 
ral viiits, among others to madam Kofboth,. 
mademoifelle Rauchbar, and mademoifeUe 
Dewitz» There .1 law madam . Pitcan, an 
old gentlewoman, who had been French mif- 
trefs to the queen, and all the ducal family, 

Unfos* 
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Unfortunately flie is become blind, but tH te« 

turn for her long fervices, the duke is fo good 
as to give her an apaitment and her table in tha. 
palace. When fhe talks of the queen, flie i$ in 
rapturesy fo great an a£Esdion does Ihe retain 
for our amiable fovereign. But, indeed, her 
xnajefty's name is adored here by all ranks ol 
people, who were conftant witneffes of her 
princely virtues. From the cattle, I went to 
drink tea ^t captain Norman's, .and iaw madam 
Norman for the firft time after her lying-in. 
She had been only nine days brought to bed» 
yet was up to receive company. Such is the 
difference of cuftoms with regard to tliis point 
of decorum among the fair fex. I have dready 
given you an account of this lady, and her fif- 
ter, .madam Oertz, fo that I have nothing Jiere 
to add, as nature has nothing more to bcilow^ 
towards heightening the portrait There was 
a good deal of company, we drank tea and 
pinch, and played at cards till feven ; then we 
adjourned to baron Oertz's, where we fupped 
and fpent the evening. Of madam Oertz I 
have ahready taken notice, but I never men« 
tioned his JdAer, mifs Oertz ; ihe is an ami-^ 
able young lady, very good humoured, and 
has a molt fweet innocent countenance. In 
ihort, in fuch agreeable company I could not 
but fpend the time highly to my fatisfac^ 
tion. 

The 
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The next morning, the 29th of Oftober, af> 

ter breakfafting with baron Dcwitz, he told mc 
he had received a letter from the duke, who de* 
fired me to be at Mirow that day, by twdve 
o'clock. A chariot and fix was ready at the 
door by ten, when I fet off with captain Plefle. 
It was a clear frofty morning, fo that I could 
have a full view of the country. From New 
Strelitz to Mirow is about eight or nine miles^ 
the foil for the moft part fandy. We paffed 
through two fmall -villages, and exadly by ^ 
twelve we got to our journey's end. There 
happened to be a fair that day in town, which 
occafioned a great conflux of people. As wc 
drove through the market place^ I faw captain 
Anftruther and captain Graham, who told mc 
that the duke was but a little way behind ; upon 
which I alighted with captain Plefle; and we 
went and paid our refpeds to his highnefs. 
The duke told me he was yei;y glad to fee me 
at the place of his nativity, a place for which 
he fiill preferved a particular liking. I thank-^ 
ed his highnefs, and told him I thought xny 
ielf happy in beholding the feat where he and 
our gracious queen drew their firft breath. By 
one o'clock having faimtered a good deal, and 
feen every thing at the fair, we went to din« 
ner : the fame plenty and elegance appeared 
as at Strelitz ; but not near fb much cere-* 
mony, this being the duke's country-houfe^i 
where formalities are laid aiide. There 

4 are 



19Z LETTER XVII. 

are no guards, nor pages,and'heisa£ttended only 
by his lacqueys and valet de chambre. He had a 
Uackmoor boy with him, whom his brother, 
prince Charles, brought over from England, and 
who had belonged to lUce the broker that was 
hanged. The perfon who bought him at an 
au^on^ made a prefent of him to prince 
Charles, and the prince gave him to the doke4 
This boy is very arch, and does a thouland things 
to divert his highnels* The young rogue has for- 
got his Engliih, and is now quite Germanized ^ 
but knows he has got into good quarters* 
There was a gentleman at table, called the 
Drofiart, or governor of Mirow, who had been 
in the Prui&an fervice, and was governor of" 
Geldres, when that town iurrendered, in the 
late war, to the French* I was told that 
he had been ill treated by Ids Pru/han majefty, 
which occifioned his quitting that prince's fer-* 
vice* His name is lladen ; he is an elderly 
inan» of a very good aiped^ well built, and 
robuft conftitution. His lady is a little woman, 
gay and lively, with fome remains of beauty. 
He has a daughter who is a handfome young 
lady, and well accompliflied. As the duke 
loves the company of ladies, madam de Kadea 
and her daughter always dine with him, when 
he is at Mirow. 

. After dinner, the duke ordered the coacheigr 
to be ready, intending to ihew us a hunting- 
iieat, not £ax from thence, known by the name 

of 
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t)f Canow, or Albertine Luft. We got there 
' in about an hour and a half, and I mull own I 
was pleafed with the excurlion. It is properly 
a villa, or fummer-houfe, whither the duke's fa- 
ther uled to retire in the hunting feafon; The 
houfe is charmingly lituated on an eminence, 
£rcHa whence itcomAiands an extenfive proipeft. 
From the top of .the hill .is a gentle declivity, 
with a handfome garden, at the end of which 
is a beautiful lake. The garden is kept in good 
order, but the houfe is a little out of repair, the 
duke not being fond of hunting. We made 
no long ftay, but only juil enough to take a 
view of the place, and drove dlreclly back 
to Mirow, where we arrived a little after 
fiin-fet We drank coffee at the droffart's houfe^ 
from whence we adjourned to the caftle. The 
evening, till fupper-time, was fpent at qua- 
drille; the duke was very chearful, having re- 
ceived a letter from the princes his brothers, ' 
that they/ would be there the next day. Cai>* 
tain Anilruther, and captain Graham, propofed 
ietting out that very night, at eleven oVlock, 
on their return to Brunfwick. It feems captain 
Pleffe's furlough was expired. We went to 
fupper at the ufual time, and were very merry 
till thofe gentlemen's departure, when a fudden 
cloud overcaft the whole cofnpany. The offi- 
cers took their leave of the duke in the .moft 
grateful manner, and his highnefs was pleafed 
to exprefs the great iatisfackion he had received 
Vol. U, O from 
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from their viiit. I faw them inta the coach^ 
and was fenfibly affefted at the moment of fe- 
paration. I lay that night in the very apart* 
ment where the duke was bom, and the next 
morning, while I was breakfafting with captaia 
Pleflby his highnefs came in, and told us he had 
received tidings of the princes his brothers, that 
they were not far off, and he intended to go* 
and meet them. In the mean time he defired 
captain Plefle to ihew me every thing that was « 
to be feen, in the town and cafile of Vfirovr. 
The duke then fet oiF, and, when breakfaft was- 
over, the captain and I took a turn about the 
town. . 

■ • 

Mirow is a very fmall town, fuppofed to hav^' 

derived its name from the Sclavonic, or Vene- 
die word mtr^ fignifying fiace. It was ooce a 
commandery of the order of the knights of 
Malta, belonging to the grand nwifterfiup of 
Sonnenburg, but was feculariaed, together with 
the commandery of Nemerow, at the treaty of 
Weftphalia, and affigned to the dukes of Meek*- 
lenburg, in order to indemnify thofe princes 
for their ceiiion of Wifmai* to the Swedes. The 
town is lituated on the weft lide of a handfomc 
lake, ill a very pleafant country. In the year 
1 7 50, it was burnt down to the ground ; bu t pro- 
videntially the caftle and church were preferv«» 
ed. Since- that time the \own has been rebuilt^ 
and may be f^ild to be indebted for its prefent 
elegance to the late calamity. The hrafes arc 

^eat. 
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tkc^ty the ilreets wide, and the whole uniform. 
On the right hand ia an agreeable alley o( 
lofty trees, which ferves for a walk to the inha^ 
bitants. At the extremity of the principal 
ftreet is the ducal caftle, or palace The front 
is of a noble architedure, well difpoied, with** 
out any crowding of ornaments. This building 
is not large, but commodious ; and was the re^ 
fidence of the preftnt duke's father, Chariet 
Lewis Frederic, duke of Mecklenburg Mirow^ 
ft younger brother of duke Adolphns Frede« 
ric III. The apartments are neat, in very 
good otder, and handfomely farniihed* Round 
the caftle is a moat, which communicates with 
thj^ neighbouring lake; and over the moat 
is a bridge, leading to a pretty garden. Oppo- 
lite the palace are the offices, all yci f conveni- 
ent; and the kitchen, I think, is one of the hand- 
fomeft I ever beheld. The ftables are alfo neat 
and commodious. To the left is the brewhouie, 
the fineft in the whole duchy of Mecklenburg j 
the beer is famous over all the country, and 
forms a conlidcrable part of the duke's reve- 
nue. There is alfo a very curious diftillery, a 
branch of trade alfo belonging to the duke. At 
a fmall diftance ftands the old palace, built by 
Adolphus Frederick II. the prefent duke's grand- 
father. In this her prefent majefty queen 
Charlotte was bom. *lt is much £aialler than 
.the other, and the duke is now pulling it down, 
in order to rebuild another on the fame fpot 

Oa Not 
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Not far far from hence is the pariih churchy 
z neat modem ftnifhire ; here is the vault or 
burying-place of the princes of the line of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz. 

Captain Pleffe and I went all over the town, 
and left nothing unnoticed, not even the. old 
nurfery maid, who had the care of her majeily 
and the princes her brothers, during tlieir in- ' 
fancy. This is good Mrs. Wildbergen,. a fine 
old dame, who cried with joy in talking of the 
queen. I was very glad to fee a perfon who 
iiad taken fo mnch care of our gracious fove-» 
reign ; Ihe is ftrong and hearty, and likely ftill 
to live many years. I went aifterwards to pay 
a vifit to M. Leithaufcr, minifter of the pariih, 
with wh6m I had already made acquaintance 
at New Strelitz. This gentleman is no lefs ef- 
teemed for his unfeigned piety and religion, 
than for his profound and extenlive learning. 
In polite literature few excel him, being an ex- 
cellent clailical fcholar. He has publiflied ' £e* 
veral pieces of elegant compofition, in his na> 
tive tongue, particularly an elegy on the de- 
ceafc ot the late duchefs, the queen's mother ; 
and an addreft to her nujefty on her paliage 
through Mirow. As we happened to talk of 
Jxis fnQUQ highne&, he ailured me that no prince 
can pay a greater regard to learning, nor give 
more encouragement to merit. And tliis, 
faid he. is a natural confequence of his being 
Jiimfelf a very good fcholar, and often confe- 

crating 
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wating his Icifure hours to the belles lettres. 
He knows what a neighbouring great prince * 
has obferved, that the fciences, fo far from de- 
bafing, impart a new luftre to even the higheft 
ftation ; and that the great men of antiquity 
were formed^ in the fchool of letters, to the 
public o£Scetf of the ftate. M. Leithaufer* then 
produced a Latin oration which the duke pro- 
nounced before the univerfity of GripfwaM, 
in Swediih Pomerania, when he was chofen 
reder of that learned body, at the age of fif- 
teen. I naentioned to you once before, that 
baron Dewit2 had faTOured me with a copy of 
this oration, and, as it is not prolix, you will 
not, I apprehend, be fony io p^rufe ic 

An ORATION pronounced by his ferenc 
Highnefe the Duk£ of M£CiwL£NBURO 
Strelitz, on being chofen Rector of tl>e 
Univerfity of Gripfwald,in 1753. 

Memmijlis^ acadmia hujus proreSlor & frrfejfons 
dlgnijjimi^ quam grata mihi fiarit cancluforum veftrih 
runi tejfera^ qua m faucos ante dies civem academic 
cum amice declarabatis. Jccipiebam iftam eo mofori 
latitiay quo certius ardlfflmum mibi cum fcientits ar^ 
tibufque liberalibus vinculum^ & cum viris do£lis 
cmmn^rciuniy it a confirmari videbatun - Et todm am^ 

♦ The king of Pruffia* 
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moy quo tunc grates mas or4ini ve/lre egi^ eafdpm ^ 
nunc ferfolvo. 

Aft fwvdm mf abligandi vim hodit additts, quum frin 
pmm in cplebri collegio yefirH locum^ in eof4€ frp^fidif 
^ reflms praemmntiam^ fponte miAi decretam^ JUen/* 
Ur defertis ; 7i€C minus quidquid vobis tarijfmum^ 
quidqmd fandijjimum^ bae reOmratus inftgjiia^ bm 
frivilc^iorum documenta^ nuis nianib^s^ tuteld^ 
fOBcreditis* 

Sunt plurima^ qua amaUs majorum meorum repra^ 
fintant^ amicitia Pomran»rum mnumentafMsgalapoli 
fHeM facra. Bmmver^ endidirim^ me fra ceteris m 

frovido tiumirie defigniitum fuiffiy in quo arnica hujuf 
vicinitatis optifna ej$tarent Jjpedmina. Summa Jaltem 
votorum meorum ^Jl^ ut verbis jam exprimere pojjjifn^ 
quanta me latitia omnia hac perfundant^ quantaqu$ 
cupiditate incendar^ vtcinitatis . vinculum^ quod ipfa 
natura nedit, reddmdi indijfolubil^. 

En^ Pomeranij certum^ ft ita videtury afeSionis 
ptea planus / JM^ ip/um acadmia vcjlra PGmeranicijf 
frado^ confecTCk 

Confecro me /}?/, lobls vlri dodijjinii ita voleruibus^ 
them & re£ierem. Trade me fiiuciaf quam in 
bona mea voluntate repofuljlis ; quam tqmen ne ultra 
pBtatem meam, ne ultra pra/entem rerum mearum cent 
dithnem esftendatis^ precer. ^uo animo' prima inter 
vos dignitatis Jpkndore radians panegyribus poji hac 
vejlris interero^ eodem & jujlumjwiicio & 'aquumj te^ 
frpredor celeberrimef nec interveniendo in optimis re*, 
ferum academicarum admimftratimubus turbare^ nec 
quod in manibus tt^is pptime folhcatum ejly iifdert\ 

extr^bj^re^ 
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txtrahtre. Retrado igitur gratus tlbi infignia ijla^ 
fuonm MSoritate & ndme fuffultus regimine aca^ 
dcmicQ fapienter fungeris. ^odmihi reliquum manet 

hmtrifcum^ cfto^ ut quam Jmfiffim bono academi^^ 
inferviendi an/am miht frabeat, 

Nec abfentiam mam in fofterum bonam veftra^ 
wri clartffimij fiducia memoriam exjllnguere fatian 
Nec defittom abfens^ eruditis Gryfefwaldenftum labo- 
rs ' aUentum uubim intendere & animum. Neque 
veflra^ Jludiofi amtcij probata inihi ohfervantia^ pro- 
iota omnilms diligentia & fiwrum elegantia obii* 
'vijcar. 

Sit uUbris bac academia fummo mmini comment 
'JU^iffima^ moderante fahdm ejus rege fapientiffir 
mo^ auguftiffimOf pronwvente vicario ejus , cancella-- 
no frmndiffism^ ad majorem indies & fortuna ^ 

gloria gradum adfcendat \ et fic atatem Jlorcath mea 

Jelicia^profejfores & cives. 

» 

From the fubjecl of literature, a fudden 
tranfition was made to that of the mortality of 
the horned cattle ; and Mn Leithaufer obferv- 
•ed» that though the diftemper had done fo 
much miichief in moft parts of the country, 
the cattle on the duke's demefhes had not fuf- 
Cered much. * This he imputed to the precau- 
tion his highneis had ufed, in ordering all liis 
fiewards to bury the carcafes, together with the 
hides : a regulation which the avaiice of others 
would not permit them to comply with. A gen- 
tleman prefent mentioned a very fimple reme- 

O4 dy 
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dy againft this difternper, and he affured us that ' 
it had fuch effed in the diftrift of Calbct. that 
not a fingle beaft died of the diftemper. I 
thought it worth while to write it down, and 
fend it to you. Whenever a beaft is obfcrv* 
ed to loath its food, ^nd not to eat as ufual, a 
firing, with bunches of frefli plucked onions 
tied to it, muft be put round its neck. Thefe 
onions attrad the venom out of the fick ani* 
jnal, fo that the very next day they look as if 
they had been parboiled. They muil be daily 
replaced with frelh onions, and thofe .taken • 
from the difeafcd cattle fhouid be .carefully put 
TUider ground, being certain death to any 
fowls that fho^dd happen to meddle with them. 
After foQie days, the beaft will void a great 
deal of flime from its mouth and noiuiis, and 
others have a violent loofene& : they likewife 
are generally taken with a ftiffnefs, and fwel- 
ling in the legs ; all which, however, by conti- 
nuing the abovementioned ufe of the onion 
necklace, gradually abate, till the beaft perfediy 
recovers. It would likewife be proper to hang 
bunches of onions up and down the cow-houfe.** 
* It was now near dinner-time, when we were 
apprized that the duke, and the princes his 
brothers, were arrived. Upon which the cap- 
tain and I returned to the palace, where I was 
immediately introduced to their ferene high- 
nefles, and met with a moft gracious reception. 
§oon after this cer^iQ^ony was oyer, the duke 
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made his appearance, and we fat down to din- 
nerr his highncA then declared his refolution of 
going back, that fame afternoon, to New Stre- 
litz, on account of his brothers, who were impa^ 
• tient to fee the princefs their fifter. The duke and 
&e two princes were very chearful the whole 
tune of dinner, and alked me a thonfand ques- 
tions, which I anfwered to the beii of my 
abilities. JSoon after dinner, the. carriages 
were ordered, and the two princes went in, 
the fame coach with the duke their brother, 
and captain Plefle and I returned in a cha-> 
riot. We got to Strditz about feven o'clock,- 
and found the court all oveijoyed upon the ar-r. 
rival of the duke and his two brothers. 

Indeed the prefence of thefe two yoiing 
princes has infufed, as it were, new life, into 
this part of the world. • There are bails and a£- 
femblies almoft every night, and the nobility 
fiockfrom all the neighbouring parts to pay their 
refpefts to their . highnefles. They have both 
been in Engiapd, but whether you have had the 
pleafiire of feeeing them, I do not remember. 
Be that as it may, I will endeavour to draw the 
outlines of their charaden 

Prince Charles was born in 17 ^T; he is of a 
I middling itature, round -faced^ wears his own 
hair, has a lively afpect, black eyes, and his com* 
plexion brown. He is perfectly well fliaped, with 
a noble air, and robuft conftitution. His ima^ 
nation is lively, his gpngeptioii ^uick» joined to 

iblidity 



Digitized by Gopgle 



lU LETTER XVn. * 

folidity of judgment. Befidcs his own language, o£ 
Mrhich he is a pcrfed iiufter4iie ijpeaks French with 
corredneft tad cafe, and is a pretty good profici- 
eatin theJblngliiii tongue. A good part of liis time ' 
he applies to manly exerciies, and to the fludy of 
the military art. He is reljpeded for his virtue 
and for his candour^ and for that noUe freedom 
by which all his words and actions arc diftin* 
goiihed* In his religion he is fo well grounded 
and finccre, that I have been told he has decli« 
ned paying his addreiles to a ccrtain.princefi, al-f 
ledging for his only reafon, that fhe wa^i tainted 
with the principles of libertinism. From his 
good conftitution, he is looked upon as the 
bell qualified of all the princely brothers td 
continue this branch of the ferene family. 

Prince Erneft was born in 1 742. He is middle 
fised, has an oval face, wears his own hair^is of a 
delicate form, with large black eyes, and a brown 
complexion ; in ihort, his features are fo regular^: 
md his whole countenance fo engaging, that he 
may be looked upon as a very handfome mds^ 
His temper is as engaging as his phifiognomy; 
and he has an afpccl of goodnefs, which wins the 
hearts of all who have the honour to approach 
him. His judgment furpafl'es his years, and 
his mind is in^proved with every valuable ao* 
complifliment. He fpeaks French and Italian 
perfedly^ and loves to exprefs himfelf in the 
hitter. He • underftands Englifli very welU 
iand would fpeak it b^ter, i»s he ikys . him^ 

felf. 



Digitized by Google 



LETTER XVII, tSy 

iSdf, had he a little more pradice. But big 
conftitution is very infiroiy and it has beea 
apprehended lately that he was going into acon- 
finai^tion ; on that account, he has been reftrained 
by his phyficians from dancing, an exercife, o£ 
which he is fuprexnely fond. Still he is alwajrs 
lively and in good fpirits, fo that it is to be ho- 
ped he will overcome this di£order9 which has . 
fo greatly alarmed the ferene family, 

Prin<^ George, the duke's younger brother^ 
I have not, as yet, had the honour of feeing ; 
lie was born in 1 748, and is now upon his tra« 
▼ds in Italy, under the condud of baron De^ 
witz's brother. To judge from feveral of his 
letters to baron Dewitz, he appears to be a 
prince of a promifing genius. His remarks on 
ponunerce and agriculture are exceeding fine, 
and would do honour to the ableft ftatefman. 

i havje the pleafure of converiing with thefe 
amiable princes every day, and cannot but ad- 
mire their good fenfe, fwectnefs of temper, and 
engaging condefoenfion. Prince Cfaades, in 
particular, being veiy fond of the hiftory of his 
family, aiks me feveral queitions about my YaUf 
dalia, a copy of which he had fent to prin^- 
cds Ulrica, at Schwerin. Some time ago, 
be engaged M. Buddioltz to write an epic 
poem, on one of his illuftrious anceftors, 
Pribiflaus U. the laft king of the Vencdi and 
Obobritcs, Sometimes I play at cards with 
}iioii fpmetimes we mter in|;o literary to« 

pics. 
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picSy and I am always charmed with the pica* 
fare of his converfation. • 

Tired of the amufements of the court (for 
cverjr thing tires at lail) I fometimes betake 
myfelf to my two philofophical friends, the fu- 
iperintendaiit, and counfellor lleinhard, and ne- 
ver iearc them without acknowledging myfelf 
much indebted to their inilrudion. They have 
been extremely communicative the whole time 
I have been here, always exprefling tliemfelves 
.glad to fee me, and procuring me every literarr 
intelligence. Thus the objccb of my coming to. 
•Mecklenburg is prety well anfweredi I am great- 
ly improved in my licalth, have been enabled to 
rectify fome errors in the firftpart of my hiftory^ 
and tofinift the fecond, by the helpof newmate- 
.terials. The weather has continued amazinglyfine^ 
but I cannot expeft this will laft long ; winter n 
approaching; and i have a long journey to 
make through the worft part of Germany: 
for I do not chufe to go back, at this dan- 
gerous leafon, by fea ; befides, I have fome in- 
tention of paying my refpecls, in my way home, 
to the duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin. At all 
.4Bvent8, I fiiould be glad to reach Holland be- 
.fore the fnows begin to fall, which would ren- 
der my journey very hazardous, if not imprac* 
ticable. All thefe confiderations I have laid be- 
fore baron Dewitz, who is fo well convinced of 
the reafonaUenefs of my apprcheniioas, that he 

• *: >as 
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baw fpoke to the duke ^ and^ with his highaeis^s 
confent, I am to leave this agreeable court, to- 
morrow morning. And yet I confefs I ihould 
like to.ftay here all the winter ; but that cannot 
be : I muft return this year, if poffible, to Eng- 
land. If ever I quitted a place with regret^ it 
will be this, wh«re I have formed fo many 
agreeable connexions, and where i have receive 
ed fucli civilities, and even fuch honours^ firom 
all ranks. Indeed their civilities have been fo 
great, that I want words to expreis them, but I 
lhall ever retain them in idea, and death alone 
lhaU ejBEu:e them out of my memory. 

I have fpent this whole afternoon in making 
vifits aad taking my leave of the gentlemen and 
ladies, with whom I have the honour of being - 
acquainted. As foon as it was duik, I went to 
court, and waited on princeft Chriftiana, to pay 
.my laft refpccls to her highnefs. I was intro- • 
duced to her apartment by mademoifelle Zelt- 
zer ; and met with a moft gracious reception. 
Her highnefs talked with me a good while con^ 
ceming my journey, congratulated me upon 
the recovery of my health in Mecklenburg, in- 
vited me to pay them another vifit ; and hearti«> 
ly wilhed me a profperous and fafe return to 
England. I then went and played at cards 
with the ladies, and faw baron Dewitz, who 
was come to fpeak with the duke. When he 
had done with his highnefs, he called me afide j 
and put a purfc of louifdores into my hand, tel« 

ling 
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ling mc it was the duke's pleafure 1 fliould ac* 
oept of thai prdcnt, aa a mark of his approba^ 
tion of my conduA, and to defray my cxpences 
to England. At the fame time he defired me 
to fend him my landlord's biU^ for that I had 
jjotiiing at all to pay during my ftay at Strelitz. 
Farther, he told me, that the duke would fend a 
fervant and a chaife to conduct me as far as 
Schwerin, for which alfo I fliould be at no ex- 
pence. I was confounded at fo much genero- 
fity, which I had no reafon or title to exped^ 
and could hardly exprefs my acknowledgments. 
The baron deiired me to breakfaA with him 
in the morning, and that the carriage Ihould be 
ready at what ,time I pleafed. This iaid, he 
'went home, and I ftaid to fupper at comrt. t 
talked a good deal with prince Charles, who, 
hearing I intended tto return by the way of 
Hanover, promifed to give me. two letters of re- 
commendation, one for baron Munchanfen, 
and the other for general Sporckcn, both at 
Hanover ^ he added, that he would breakfaft 
with me at baron Dewitz's. Supper being 
over, we chatted a little, as ufual, when the la« 
dies came about me, and preffed me to ftay a ^ 
few days longer : but every thing was 
now fettled, and the duke being retired 
into the prefence-chamber, accompanied by 
his two brothers, I went in to take leave of 
their ferene highneffes. I made my obeifance 
in the beit xiaanner, returned my moil iincere 
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thanks to his ferene highnefe, for all hia favours^ 
and recommended myfdf to his patronage and 
proteftion. The duke anfwered ipc in the moft 
gracious manner, that he had done nothing but 
what I deferved, that he ftould be ulways glad 
to hear of my welfare, wilhed moa.iafe and 
profperoua journey^ and hoped to have the 
pleafurc of feeing me again at Strelitj. After 
this I made my bow and retired, when the Ia« 
dies came about me again, hoping ftiU I in- 
tended to put off my journey. But I told them 
I had taken leave of his highnefs, and that no- 
thing more remained but to bid adiei» to them. 
This I did with great concern, and after mu^ 
tiial wifties of happinels, I came home to my 
lodging. 

Here I am at prefent, in the dead filence of 
the night, when the bufy tumult of the world 
is hufhed, retired from court, and from all 
fcenes of grandeur. J^ai fait un beau fonge, as 
marflial Saxe faid, when he was a-dying. In* 
deed, my dear friend, life is nothing but a 
dream ; its fplendid fliows are an empty vifion, 
Jumuj €t umbra. You will hear no more of me 
firom Strelitz ; my next ftage will be at Schwe- 
rin, where I have the fati^faclion of being 
ftrongly recommended, by baron Dewitz, to 
two of the princips,! noblemen at that court, the 
barons de Lutzow and de Zulow, the former 
privy counfel, and the latter great cup-bearer 
to the duke. I have heard of a book, intitled 

7he 
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',The art of making onis felf happy in dreams \ but 
were I to be poifeffed of that art, I could not 
flatter myfislf with any dream more ple^uGuit 
than that which has amufed my fancy at Stre- 
lits* Adieu» my dear friend, I .am almoft 
dreaming over my paper, and but juft enough 
awake to defire the continuance of your 
friendihip, which will ever be moft faithfully 
returned by. 

Dear Sir, yours, tec 



LET. 
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V 

SINCE my departure from Strelit2, 1 have 
been for fome time in a melancholy mood, 
a fatality attending poor mortals after exqui- 
fite enjoyment. But I affure you it is not the 
diverfions of the court of Strelitz that I re*- 
grety for the £imenefi of thefe grows tirefomc 
in time ; but it is the friendfliips contrafted in 
that ksippy ipotf which rendered my ftay fo very 
agi«eable, and the reparation fo painftd. I Ihall 
now. give you an account of my laft fcene with 
•baton DewitiSy and of my journey from Stre* 
litz to Schwerin* 

I Fofe early the 7th in the momingy and 
having got my baggage ready, defired my 
landlcjrd, M. Strubing^ to make out my biU^ 
and fend it, according to order, to baron De- 
,witz. Between eight and nine, I waited on 
the baron, and foost after had the pleafure of 
Vol, IL P ' feeuag 
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feeing prince Charles, His highnefs came to 
breakfaft with us, and brought me the letters 
of recommendation he had promifed me the day 
before. Madam de Dewitz was not very well, 
yet made her appearance. After breakfaft, the 
•prince wilhed me a good journey ; 1 thanked 
his highnefs, and recommended myfclf to the 
continuance of his good graces. I ftaid half an 
hGur longer, during which a great deal of af* 
feeling difcourfe paffed between the baron and 
myfelf. I then took my leave q( him and his 
good lady, not without tears, thinking it 
would, in an probability, be the laft time I 
Ihoiild have the pleafure of feeing fo hap- 
py, fo worthy, and fo amiable a cou[de. . The 
chaife was at the door, and I parted with the 
baron, about half an hour after ten. I flop- 
ped at the fuperintendant's houfe, and once 
more took my leave of him and his good fa-^ 
mily, when he delivered me a drawing of the 
p.iLicc of Strclitr, which he had undertaken 
at the duke's delire. I was very glad he had 
finiflied it, and fliall have the pleafure of 
ihewing it you, when ^ I return to . London. 

Mafch is an univerfal genius; a divine^ 
a philofophcr, &c. and likewife an excel- 
lent drauo-htfman. After a thouland thanks 
and embraces, I tore myfelf away, and bid 
adieu to Str.elitz, exaftly at eleven, in the fore- 
qoon. 

The 
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he ireath^r was coid and pinching, being a 
bleak northerly wiud, but very fine over head^ 
The road at firft landy for ibout twp 
miles, till I paffed by the vilk^c of Tor- 
vitZt iea^ving Miraw on the left By four 
clock, I arrived at the town of Wahren, belong- 
ing to the duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin. 
The diftance from Strelitz to Wahren is about 
twenty miles. On the way I met a gentle- 
man with his fervanty on horfeback» and 
though they rode a pretty good pace, they had 
their pipes all the while in their mouths* X 
lighted at the poft-houfe, and gave orders for 
my dinner, and while it was getting ready^ 
took a walk in order to view the place. 

Wahren is a fmall town, plcaiantly fitua- 
ted on ' a beautiful lake* It is fuppofed to 
have taken its name from the ancient Var- 
ni, or Warina, who, according to £bme wri- 
ters, were fettled on the banks of the river 
Varna, near the lakes of Muritz and Calpen^ 
At what time this town was firft built, is not 
known, but it is a place of confiderable anti- 
quity. In the.year 1^71, it was burnt down to 
the ground, and has not recovered its ancient 
IMTofperity. Fiading nothing remarkable^ I re- 
turned to the poft-houfe, and dined. Upon 
con£alting.with the poftilion, I concluded it 
would be advifablc to travel farther that even- 
ing ; and therefore let out Haon after dinner : 
faffing thtougii a pleafant coontry, I faw a 
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great number of large ftohes, near the roadi 

ftich as I had obferved in feveral other parts of 
the duchy of Mecklenburg, and by the com- 
mon people are fuppofed to be the remains 
of the altars, on which the ancient Venedi 
formed their religious rites. But from the 
fepulchral urns frequently found in the neigh* 
bourhood of thefe piles, it is more proba- 
ble that they were places of interment for 
perfons of diftiii^on. The night now began 
to fpread her gloomy veil, when I reached a 
folitary inn, called Water Xrow, and End- 
ing it uncomfortable to travel in the dark, 
I refolved to go no farther till next mornings 
The inn was crowded with people, going to 
a fair, which was to be held the day follow- 
ing, at a town called Grubenhagen. - I took 
notice of their eating goofe greafe, by way 
of butter, and they all commended it as excelr * 
lent. I ^fupped upon fifli, which was pretty 
good, and retired to my room. Before I went 
away, the company extended diemfdves on 
ftraw, in one room, and fome of them with 
pipes in their mouths. This is great care* 
leffnefs, and fliould not be fuffered ; nor do I 
wonder that fires happen fo often in this com« 
try. 

The next morning I was up pretty early, and 
after an expeditious breakfaft, refumed my jour- 
ney. The weather was pleafant, and not fo cold 
^% the preceding day. After paffing by feveral 
8 villages, 
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villages I came through a wood ten miles long, 
and arrived by noon at Bobbertin^ twenty miles 
from Wahren. The poftilion carried me to 
a pretty good inn^ where I befpoke dinner, 
and then went to fee the famous convent of 
Lutheran ladies. The village of Dobbertin is 
fituated near a p!eafiint lake, and contains fome 
good hou£es. The convent flands upon the 
lake, and makes a noble appearance. One part 
of it confifts of old buildings, another is 
a modem ftrudore. The fteward of the con* 
vent has the vi^himfical title of captain, with 
a very handfome houfe, and a genteel falary, 
I had a letter to him from Strelitz, in confe-r 
quence of which, he behaved to me with great 
civility* He went with me all over the con* 
vent, and fliewed me feveral of the ladies apart; 
ments, which were neatly furnilhed. They are 
thirty-two in number, all dreffed in a lay habit, 
and, as I mentioned to you before, they make no 
fort of religious vow. In Ihort, thefe convents are 
only places of education and retirement for the 
daughters of the nobility. I faw no young ladies 
among them ; which made good what prince 
Charles had mentioned to me at Strelitz, whexi 
I alked his highncfs whether there were any anti- 
quities to be feen at Dobbertin ? None, faid he, 
except the old ladies. The captain wanted me 
to flay and dine with him, but I was in a hiincyt 
and thanked him for his hofpitality^ At my re- 
turn to the inn, I had reafon to be plcafcd with 
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fny entertainmient; the people were civil and obli-^ 
ging, and I do not remember to have net ^kl| 

lb gocd an inn in any village in Mecklenburg, 
By three o'clock, I got into the chaife again, 
and bid the pollilion make all poffiblc hafle to 
reach the next ftation, which was the village of 
Wankow. The country is intcrfperfed all the 
way, with a number ot- ^ae lakes, infomuch 
that there appeared to me almoft as much water 
as land. I faw numerous flocks of fl>eep, 
and ail in very good plight. A little after 
dark I reached Vv ankow, ten piiies from Dob» 
bertin. The village is infignificant, cpn£lfting 
only of a few firap.gling cottages, but the 
pollilion 'told me there was a very good houfe 
of entertainment As it was quite dark, I re- 

flved to go no farther that night ; but when 
came tp order fupper, I found the poftilion 
was miiiakep. They had nothing but fa} t pork 
to eat, and no other liquor thbn very bad beer an4 
brandy. The good people, however, were very 
civil, and did every thing in their power to oblige 
me. I comforted myfelf with beer foup, a fa- 
vourite mefs in the little inns throughout this 
country; and having nobody tp convfsfe with« 
I went to bed betimes. 

The next nioming I rofe before day, and af- 
ter my ufual regale of coffee, I fet out from Wan* 
kow. The road at hrft was very pleafant, through 
a fruitful pls^n ; but afterwards a great part of 
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' it was heath, which made not fo good to appear- 
aiKC. At a fmall diftaace, on the. left, ilands 
the. town of Ciiwitz. The weather was cold and 
Vnplea(ant, and fomewhat hazy. From thence 
I came to a wood, where I croffed a rivulet^ 
and then moved on very flowly, up hill and 
down hill all the way, till ten o'clock brought 
me to the village of Pinnow, ten miles from 
Wankow. The view from thofe hills is ro* 
mantic, but the weather was fo cold and un« 
pleafant, that I had no great llomacii for prq-r 
fpech. I flopped at Pinnow to refrefli the 

horfcs, an d drink a difli of cofiee. I had now 
only eight miles farther to Schwerin \ but the 
greater part of the road is through a rugg^ed 
country. After I had croffed a pkaiant val- 
ley, I reached the laft eminence,- from whence 
I had a full view of the city of Schwerin, and 
the neighbouring .lake. The remainder 
the journey was pleafant j the fun peeped outj 
and cheared my fpixits i I fbon pa£(ed a bridge 
on a morafs, where I paid toll, and by one 
o'clockf on Sunday the ninth inftant, I arrived 
fafe at Schwerin. Here I fet up at an inn, 
called Martincfe's hof, from the name of the 
, landlord, Martinefe, and was glad of a littlo 
reft after fo fatiguing a journey. 

The firft thin^ I did, was to fend back 
the fervant to Strelitz, with "the chaife and 
horfcs } at the £ime time, I wrote ^ letter 
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of thanks to baron Dcwitz. The pco^ 
•pie of this inn are extremely obliging ; the 
landlady, in particular, is a well-bred wo- 
man* After I bad dined^ I inquired into the 
fiate of the court, and they told me th^t the 
tlnke of Mecklenburg Schwerin lives altoge- 
ther at his villa, called Lndewigiluft ; that 
their ferene highneffes, prince Lewis, and his 
confort, pcincefe Charlotte, with princefs Ul- 
rica, the duke's filler, refided in the caflle of 
Schwerin, and were now gone upon a vifit to 
the duke , btit would be back in two or three 
days. I refolved then to wait for their return, 
tnd in the mean time to amufe myfelf, as well 
fts I could, in Schwerin. 
* The next morning, I waited on the marflial 
of the court, baron Lutzow, and delivered to 
him a letter from baron Dewitz. I told him I 
had alfo two more letters from the fame gentle- 
man, one to his coufin, baron Lutzow, the 
privy counfellor,and the other to baron Zulow, 
great cup-bearer, befides another from prince 
Charles of Mecklenburg Strelitz to princeft 
Ulrica. The marflial is an old gentleman, 
rather low in ftature, and much pitted, with 
the fmall-pox : he received me very po- 
litely, and deiiring me to give him my letters, 
laid he would forward them in two or three 
hours, to Ludewigfluft. It feems one of the 
duke^s coaches was to fet off about diat time, 

. . ' : with 
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with the cpunt of Holfiein^ a young Danifii no- 
bleman, who was come to Schwcrin, •with a 
* commiffion from the king and queen of Den* 
mark. This commiflion was only a return of 
compliment to the duke, for having fent a no- 
bleman to Altena, to congratulate their majie-' 
fties on their happy nuptials. I thanked the 
marfhal, who allured me, that he would en« 
deavour to Ihew me, during my ftay in Schwc- 
rin, all the civility in his power. At the fame 
time he invited me to dine at court, and faid 
that I was come in good time to fee a famous 
ihow, known by the name of Martinfiman; 
that this {how would be exhibited in the 
court-yard of the duke's palace^ where I 
fliould have a full view of it. This was agree- 
able to me to hear, and I told him I fhould do 
myfelf the honour of being there at the time ap^ 
pointed. In my return to my lodging, I met 
with a number of black-guard boys, their faces 
all bcfmeared with foot, and making much 
fuch another figure, and playing the fame anticf 
tricks, as our London chimney fweepers boys 
on May-day. 

A little before one, I went to court, where I was 
moft coiirteoufly received by the marfhal, and 
introduced to the company. They all behaved to 
nic with the greatcft politcncfs, and welcomed me 
to Schwerin.There were abou t fi x teen gen tlemen, 
but not one lady. The moll diflinguiihcd, were 

V • ^ • thq ' 
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the marlBial of the cowt, and the count de 
Flohr, fccretary to princefs Ulrica, baron Drk- 
breg, fteward of the houfhold to the duchefs^ 
and colonel Gluer, governor of lloftock. There 
were two ftrangers beiides myMf^ the count 
of Holftein, who was going to Ludewigfluft j 
and captaia Rcftorfy a Mecklenburg young no* 
blcman in the duke of Brunfwick's fervice ; and 
whom 1 had often ieen and converfed with 
in London. I was overjoyed to fee the captain 
again, and he feemed to be no lefs pleatied than 
furprized . to meet with me at * the court of 
Schwerin. The count of Holftein is a young 
nobleman of a middling fUture, agreeable fea- 
tures, and genteel figure. He fpeaks good 
French, is free and eafy in his deportment, and 
of a chearful difpofitien* Baron Drieberg is a 
fine old nobleman, of a very good fize, hand* 
ibme countenance, ^md fair complexion. He 
(eems to be turned of fcventy, yet is chcarful 
and merry, and fpeaks pretty good £ng- 
lifti, which he learned many years ago in 
l^ondon. About one, dinner was brought 
in, a page faid gr^ce, and we all lat down 
without much ceremony. The apartment 
where we dined, is large and commodit 
pus, commanding a fine view of the garden, 
with the lake of Schwerin, a long fweep 
of meadows and fields, and a ftately for- 
efiw The dkmer was a foup^ three courfesi^ ' 
and a defert, and every thing fi^emed to 

be 
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Be conduced niuch in the fame mariner as at 
Strelitz. .After dinner we rofe and drank 
cofice, and were in high chat, when a fem 
vant came to inform us, that the Ihow of 
Martinfman was going to begin : upon which, 
we' adjourned to princeft Ukica's apartment, 
from whence we could have a fiiU view of 
the ceremony. 

The couTt<-yard was filled with an immanfe • 
croud, among whom, were numbers of the 
black guards, I had feen in the morning, 
fnU of gefticulations, and clamoroully demand- 
ing money for Martinfman. We had not 
gased long, when a vehicle, refembling a pofl> 
waggon, drove into the court J in which vehicle, 
were feated a deputy of the magiftrates of the 
city of Lubeck, feveral fubaltem officers, drefled 
iared, a public notary, and two witneflcs. They 
brought with them a hoglhead of Rhenilh wine, 
which the fenate of Lubeck fend every year, as 
a prefent to th^ duke of Mecklenburg Schwe* 
werin. They drove pretty faft round the 
court, throwing money among the mob, who 
fought and fcrambled for it like devils. Pre- 
fently an ofiicer belonging to the duke, made 
his appearance, and was addreiTed by them in 
the following words : " The fenate and citi- 
^ens of Lubeck have fent this cafk of wine 
to his ferene highnefs, as a teftimony of friend- 
ihip and good neighbourhood." The duke's 
pfficer made anfwer \ We accept it not on ac« 

count 
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count of friendlhip and good neighbourhoods 

but as a juft debt and matter of obligqjtion." Up* 
on which, the deputy ordered the notary to 
take down his proteft in writing, and the wit- 
neScB to atteft it The iame caution was ufed 
on the fide of the duke's officer, who entered a 
proteft againil his proteft, with vehemence 
and warmth : then the deputy and his at^ 
tendaats were led into an apartment in the 
caftle, and entertained with a good dinner. 
But what is very droll in this ceremony, the 
carriage is carefully examined before it drives 
into the court ; and if there fhould hap* 
pen to be a defed; in the wheels, or any 
other part, the whole is forefeited to the 
duke. Ihe deputy and his people ftay all 
night, but are obliged to depart the next 
day before jioon I'hc origin of this ludi* 
crous ceremony is variouily reprefented ; but 
the moft probable opinion derives it from the 
gratitude of the city of Lubeck to Henry h 
count of Schwerin ; who, by his intrepidity in 
feizing the perfon of Waldcmar 11. king of 
Denmark, reftored the Hanfe towns of Lubeck 
and Hamburg, with all this maritime part of 
Germany, to their ancient liberty ; a liberty af-^ 
terwards finally efl:abliflied, by the glorious vic- 
tory of Bornhovede, in which the I)anes were 
totally defeated. The city of Lubeck, in par* 
ticular, having reaped fo great a benefit from 
the heroic valour of that renawed prince^ 

which 
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which was fo fignally difplayed on that import- 
ant and ever memorable day, voluntarily offer- 
ed this annual token of acknewlegement to hini 
and his fucceiTors. The princes of Scliwerin 
being afterwards extind, and this county de« 
volving to the dukes of Mecklenburg, the fame 
annual acknowledgement has been continued to 
the prefent ferene family. 

As foon as the ihow was over, the company 
feparated» and I took a walk in the garden, 
along with captain Reftorf. After we had 
amufed ourfelves with remarks on the whimfi- 
cal ceremony of Martinfman ; we parted, and 
I went to pay a vifit to Mr. Zurneddin, fecreta* 
ry of the regency, to whom I had a letter of 
recommendation from my friend, profeifor 
iEpinus, at Roftock. Mr. Zumeddin is a very 
handfome man, fomewhat corpulent, and of a 
middling fiature. He does not feem to be above 
forty ; yet his great abilities as a lawyer, have 
raifed him to a moft refpectable employment in' 
the ftate. He is alfo a good hiftorian, and 
well verfed in polite literature. The civility 
with which he received me, is paft cxpreffing ; 
and I could not refufe to fpend the evening 
with him. There was another gentleman in 
CQmpany, JMr. Faul, counfellor of the court of 
chancery. We had an elegant fupper, and 
feme of the beft mutton I ever taftcd. His 
wines were alfo very good, and in ihort, the 
whole entertainment was extremely genteel. 

The • 
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The converfation was chiefly on matters of li- 
terature, and efpecially on the hifiory of Meek- 
knbnrg, with which the fecretary is perfe^y 
acquainted. He has written an elaborate trea- 
tife, entitledf An hiftorical and diplomatical 
Enquiry into the Municipal Rights of the 
City of Roftocky which he intends fliortly to 
publifli. 

. The two following days, I fpent chiefly in 
viewing the town. Every morning, about 
ten o'clock, the court-marihal lends the har- 
binger to me, to invite me to dinner : prince 
Lewis and princefs Ulrica being abfcnt, there 
is no regular table at night-; £o that I fpend 
the evenings in private companies. This af- 
ternoon 1 had notice given me, that their fe- 
rene highneflcs were returned from Ludewigf- 
kift, and would be glad to lee me : upon which 
I waited on prince Lewis, and was introduced 
by his gentleman with little or no ceremony, 
The prince received me in the moft gracious 
manner imaginable, cxprcfl'ed how glad he was 
to fee me, and forry that he had been abfent at 
my arrival. It is impoffible for a prince to be- 
have with more freedom and eafe, or with 
greater affability. He then introduced me to 
princefs Charlotte his confort, and princels Ul- 
rica, his flften They told me I was welcome to 
Schwerin, and hoped that during my ftay I fhould 

find fome amufement* Princels Ulrica, who 
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^aks a little Engliih, paid me the compliment 
to fay flie was overjoyed at feeing the writer of . 
a hiliory (meaning Vandalia) which had afford- 
ed her fo much pleafure. In fhort, tbeif behai> 
viour was fo complaifant, and 1 may fay fo flat- 
tering to me, that I wasalmoft confounded* This 
fame princefs, by way of exercife, had begun to 
render fome parts of my Vandalia into Gemiui, 

• and I fancy that if (he were fufficicnt miftrefs 
of the language, ihe would tranilate the whole, 
I fpent the evening in chit*chat, with their high^^ 
neffes, for there is no public card<^playing at 
this court, and about ziine we went to fupper. 
Prince Lewis and princefs Charlotte lat in 
the middle, and princefs Ulrica ovor againft 
them. Her highnefs defired me to be feated 

^ next to her, that flie might have the opportuni- 
ty of converfing with me in Englifli, She 
fpeaks but indifferently as yet ; her acpent, 
however, is good, though flie has only t 
German teacher ; and her perfeverencc is 
fuch that I really think Ihe will make heiv 
fclf miftrefs of the language. Towards the 
clofe of the evenifig, the marihal of the court 
acquainted me with his having received a letter . 
from baron Zulow, the great cup-bearer, inti- 
mating, that the duke would be glad to fee me 
at Ludewigfluft. and that a coach would be ready 
to carry me thither the next day. I then took 
|ny leave of . their ferenq highacffes, who told 

mc 
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mc they cxpcftcd I would make fome flay at 
Schweriny upon my return from Ludewigllu& 
I acquainted them it was my intention^ and xc* 
tired to my lodging. 

This morning I rofe v^ry early, thinking the 
coach would fet off foon after breakfaft ; but 
finding it does not depart till one, becaufe the 
Duke's chaplain, who is to go with me, cannot 
be ready till that time, I ihall amufe . myfelf 
with giving you an account of the city and 
court of Schwerin. 

Schwerin is the capital of the dominions of 
Mecklenburg Schwerin, and the uTual refidence 
of the dukes of that line. Some apprehend it 
to be the Marione of Ptolemy j but there is no 
proof of fuch antiquity ; on the contrary, it ap* 
pears from Helmoldus, that Henry the Lion, 
duke of Saxony and Bavaria, anceftor of 
king George in. founded this city, in the 
1 2th century* The lame prince gave it the 
arms it ftill bears, vis. a knight in armour,, 
mounted, holding in his right hand a banner, 
and in his left a ihield, on which is painted a 
lion, with this infcription : Dux Henricus eft Ji' 
gUhun cmtatis Suerimnfis. It foon became a con- 
fiderable town, and was long ago celebrated 
by T. Langcn* canon of Eimbeck and Goilar, 
vx the foUowing monkilh rhimes. 

Vrbes 
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tJ tbes tnurataj per Saxmtiammminaiaf 

In quels burgenfes famoft fmtque fotentes^ 
Havelburgenfis^ Racebutgenfes^ Sumtunfef^ 
Magm'poltSj Riffin^ Gryphejwaldf ^Ichragui 

StettiUy 

Staden^ SunJf Wifmar^ Slevk^ Rojloci, Jinrnl <t 
Bard^ 

IB modicum maftifg conferoani & bonejlu 

Sioit ?nercatores^ quibus attribuuntur honores^ 
Sunt famidda^ pUm.fufer ommafide^ 
Hojllbus infejli funt hi quandoque molejli^ 
Unanimes cun£li/unt pervigUes it a jun^i; 
Bif deus hoc frajlat^ quod eis fapientia refiat. 

The' name is fuppofed to have been derived 

from the great plenty of game in the neigh- 
bourhood I Schwerin, in the Venedic language^ 
fignifying a deer-park. Few cities in Europe 
are more delightfully lituated ; it ilands upon 
a beautifullakeywhofe banks rillngin a gentleac* 
clivity, attract the eye, being diverlified with 
jdeaiant gardens, plentiful fields, ihady groves, 
delightful woods, and pafture-land. The lake 
abounds with variety of filh, the woods with 
game, and the meadows with cattle. The town 
is almoft fquare, and divided into four parts^ 
viz. Schwerin, the New Town, the Ifland or 
the Schelf, and the Moor, which are nearly en- 
compafled by the lake. The old town is indif- 
ferently built, but the other parts, and efpecial- 
ly the Schelf, are adorned with ^andfpme 
Vol. II. Q hoiifes^ 

Digitized by Google 



M26 LITTER XVm. 

houfes. That of count Baffewiu makes^ Yfte 
bcft appearance, but there are feveral others^ 
of very good figure. Among the public 
ftradures, many deferve a traveller's notice; 
The cathedral is a fine gothic pile, greatly 
admired, being more airy and lightfome thaft 
the generality of fuch ftruchires : in lhort„ 
for its lofty fpifc» and the maiqr intemsdf 
decorations, it is not inferior to the famous 
church of St. Mary's, ait Lubeck. Before the 
dioir, is a crucifix with the following lines : 

EffigietnChriJii dum tranfts femper bofwrOi 
Non guidem effigiem^ fed qum deftgnat adora. 

I 

This church was built in 1 170, by the above- 
mentioned duke Henry the Lion, who founded 
the fee of Schwerin. But this fee was fecnlar* 
izedi by the treaty of Weftphalia, in favour of 
the dukes of Mecklenburg. The fame Henry 
the Lion had undertaken to fortify this town» 
.%in iiiSif and appointed one df his officers, na- 
med Gunzelin, to the government thereof, with 
the title of count, to be held by him and his 
heirs, in fee of the duke of Saxony ; but *his 
pofterity failing in 1360, it reverted to the 
houfe of Mecklenburg. Henry the Lion alfo fa- 
voured it with a charter, containing very great 
privileges, infomuch that the freedom of 
Schwerin was held nearly in as high efleem as 
that of Lubeck. You may remember I have 
* ** . pub- 
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|>fibl^€d the laws of Schwerin in an appendix 

to the firft volume of Vandalia. In the part 
called the Schelf, is a new churchi the found-^ 
^tion of which was laid, in 1708, by duke 
Frederick William, with coins, or medals, un- 
derneath, containing this infcription on th^ 
face : Fred. Wilhelm. D. G. Dux Megapolit, Princ* 
and on the reverfe* 17089 (Ue 15 Maii hec ten^ 

lum prim majus Ser. Meg, Dux reg. Freder. 
Wilbilnu duraturo in Ovum bee Jafide & mtallo 
miumum durdturm fietMis tiftimom indugwabat^ 
It is a tetragon, of elegant architedure» but 
plain and neat, without , any crowding ol 
ornaments. Here is a vault, or burying-place, 
for the ducal family, of the line of Schwerin« 
The church, dedicated to St. Nicholas, is admir- 
ed for the beauty of its fituation* In the 
fuburbs is a foundery for cafting bells and 
cannon, which was formerly the chapel of 
St. George. There is alio a public granary^ 
which, before the Heformation, had been a 
Frandfcan convent The communication be- 
tween this city, and the famous ports of Ham- 
burgh and Lubeck, occafions a briik trade in 
wine and foreign commodities, but the balance 
is intirely againft the inhabitants of Schwerin. 

The ducal palace is moft delightfully fitu- 
ated, in the neighbourhood of Schwerin, on an 
ifiand formed by the lake, and communicating . 
with the town by means of a draw-bridge. It ' 
is fortified after the ancient manner ; but th« 
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works itre of little ufe, and indeed gone to decay» 
The ifaradiire is fpacious and lofty, and of a cir- 
cular foroiy but not regular, having been ereded 
at dificr€nt times* On the left hand* as yon enter 
the court, is a handfome chapel, and farther on 
is the office of the archives. Tlie duke*s apart- 
ments are alfo on this fide, and on the firft 
floor; but the afcent to them» by a high flight 
of fteps, is inconvenient. Joining to thefe, are 
princels Ulrica's apartments, which front the 
gate ; and the reft of that floor, on the 
right hand, belongs to Prince Lewis and his fa- 
mily. The ducheis has a delightful apartment 
on the fecond ftory, over the duke's ; . but 
the remainder of that ftocy, and Jthe greater 
part of the ground floor, are for the feveral 
officers and fervants of the. houfliold. The 
duke's apartment confifts of a fuite of rooms, 
moft elegantly furniihed. They have all an 
enchanting profped of the lake of ScHwerin, 
the town, and the adjacent country. The laloon, 
where their highncffes dine, is large and commo- 
dious,but not exaftly regular. The concert-room 
is almofl fquare, and decorated with a handfome 
cieling, and elegant carvings. Moft of the 
rooms are embelliflied with paintings, and fome 
hy excellent matters. The portrait of Peter the 
Great is much admired, being, perhaps, the beft 
•refemblance of that prince ; the madhal of the 
^urt aflured me it was impoffible to draw a 
better likeneis ; that he had known the. Czar 

Pet» 
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P^ter extremely well^ for this prince liad laia 

at his houfe after the famous battle of Gade- 
bufch. There is a great variety of portraits of 
the princes and princefTes of the ferene family, 
in the other rooms; and, as they pretend, four of 
Raphad's cartoons. The audience-chamber is 
exceeding beautiful, and furniflied in the 
Jiigheft tafie. The duke's gallery, coniifting. 
of fcven rooms of large dimenfions, is well 
ftocked with the. moft exquiilte paintipgs, 
by the principal mafters, and with all forts of 
natural and artificial rarities* I have gone 
through the whole three or four times, and 
can aflUre you, that there are few princes in 
Germany who hare a finer mufemn. To enumer 
rate the particulars would exceed the bounds of 
a letter, and indeed I have not had tim^e as yet 
to make a lift. I wifli his higbnefs would order 
a catalogue to be printed ; it would.be the means 
of difclofing a treafure, which now 'lies buried 
as it were in a corner of Germany, What 
ftruck me particularly, is a very large coUe&ion 
of Venedic antiquities, that have been difcover* 
ed, within a centuiry, in the duchy of Mecklen- 
burg. This colleclion was begun by a late phy- 
fician. Dr. Mithofi, who bequeathed it to the 
duke, on condition his fon Ihould be appointed . 
fecretary of the mufeum. The condition was 
granted; his fon, M. Mithoff is fecretary, 
and takes great pleafure in his office. He is a 
mw of a confiderable fortune, and now 
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building a houfe, which will be one of the 

beft in Schwerin. This fortune, however, was 
left him by a relation ; for I bdieve he Iw little 
m nq Maty ^oni the duke : being apprized 
that I had written the hiftory qf hi$ Qountryy 
lie took a pleafure in fliewing ine all the cnno* 
ficies relative to th^ ancient Venedi, There 
are inftriiments and took of all forts, laid in 
proper order ; but, what is very extraordinary, 
none are made of iroiif but all of a kind 
of mixed metal, which they here call tombach, 
and is vepy like brafs; ev)pn their knivpSf 
Iwords, hammers, &:c, are all of this metal; 
but .fbqie of their facrificing knives, and ra- 
f^orsy are flint Here are alfo a nuifiber of 
gold rings, which w^re found in piins dug up 
|n the ipountainous part of the country, and 

fuppofed to have contained the remains of 
fome of the ancient Venedic kings* Th^ whole 
polleAion is well worth the qiriofit^ of 
antiquarian. 

Adjoining to the gate of the palace, is the 
guard-room ; and in going towards the town, 
you pafs orer a draw^bridge, from whence you 
proceed to the parade, which is extremely plea- 
sant and open, ^ith a fine avenue of trees, con-' 
' ^iguous to the parade ; on the left hand are the 
(duke's coach-houfe and ftables, which are 
large and convenient ; but the beft hoHes are 
pow at his highnefs's ftables in Ludewigs-Luft, 
(he back fide of ^he palace are Ae duke'^ 

gairdensf 
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gardens, to which you alfo pafi by a draw- 
bridge. They were laid out in a moft elegant 
tafte, by one Leger a Frenchman^ in the reign 
of the late duke Chriftian Lewis 11. This 
Leger was a great favourite of that prince, who 
built a handfome houfe for him at one fide of 
the garden; but the Frenchman was fo ex« 
travagant as to keep a feraglio, which ran him 
inco debt, and obliged him at length to move 
cSf before the gardens were quite finilhed. , The 
. part he has executed is very beautiful. Front- 
ing the draw-bridge is a fine piece of water, 
T)ranching four different ways in the form of ^ 
crofsy and interfediag fo many areas, which are 
beautifully variegated with lhades, walks of 
.lofty trees, and parterres of flowers. On the 
banks of the canal are twenty four beautiful 
Hone ftatues, done by a German fculptor at 
Hamburg, in imitation of antiques. At the 
extremity of the garden is a hill, to which you 
afcend by fteps cut in the fod, and on the top 
you have a charming profpcft of the lake and 
town of Schwerin, with the adjacent country. 

So much for the palace and gardens of Schwe- 
rin : I fliall conclude this letter with a fliort 
view of the prefent ftate of the court 
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COURT of SCHWERIN. 

» 

The Sovereign, 
Frederick II» duke of Mecklenburg Schw^riot 
born November the 9th, 1717, came to the fo- 
vereignty April 309 1756, upou the deatli o| 
Ids father, Chriftian Lewis II. 

His CONSOKT. 

Louifa Frederica, daughter of duke Frederick 
Lewis, hereditary prince of Wurtenburg Stut- 
gard, and of princefs Henrietta Maria of Bran- 
denburg Suedty bom Feb. 3, 1722, and mar* 
ried 1749 } but has had no children. 

BiLOTHBjL and Sisters to His Serene* 

Highness. 

Lewis, prince of Mecklenbuig Schwerin, only 

brother of the reigning duke, born Auguft the 
6th, 1725. 

This prince married May the 14th, 1755, 
princefs Charlotte Sophia, daughter of Francis 
Jofiah, duk^ of Saxe Saalfeld, which princefs 
Charlotte Sophia wa^ born Sep. the 24th, 1731. 

Their Issue are. 
If Prince Frederick Francis, born December 

the loth, 1756; now aftudent at Laufanne. 

2. Frinceis Sophia Frederica, born Auguft 
^4, 1758. 

The duke has only two lifters living :^ 
X. Princefs Ulrica, July 1&9 1723. 

Prinfefs Apa^lia, born MarcJi th^ 3d, 17321 

Th9 
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The Duke's Houfliold, 
Marihal of the court, baron de Lutzow. 
Steward of the houfliold \ bar<m dt Farft* 
ner. 

Chief cop beaier^ baroa de Zulow. 

Chkf gentleman of the bed-chamber, baroni 
de Oert2. 

Gentlemen of this bed-chamber, baron de 
Luhe^ baron deDorn, baron de Lutzow, baroa 
FfsntZy baron dc Kleip, barOQ Krak^witz» 
baron de Kamptz. 







m 





Mafter of the horfe, b^ron de Koppelow, 
* Steward pf tb^ hpulhold to the ducheOs, ba« 
ron de Drieberg. 

Maid of honour, mademoifelle de Suhm. 

Maids of honour to princ^ls Charlotte, Ma- 
demoifelle de Drieberg, mademoifelle de 
Wurmb, 

Gentleman of the bed-chamber to prince 
Lewis, baron de Vietinghoff. 1 

Maid of honour to princeft Ulrica, mademoi-. 
^e de Chambeaux. 

Gentlemen in waiting to princefs Ulrica, the. 
count Flohr, and baron de Stralendorfi. 

* The German term is Schlofs hauptman, that is, 
jOKptaiii of the caftle; which I tranilated, in one of my 
former letters, by Mayor of the palace; but I think it 

copies neafier $0 Maggiof dorao, or fteward of the howf- 
fcold, 

Maids 
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lAaids^ of hoaonr to princefs Amdia, ma- 
dame de Winckftern, madcmoifelle de Glucr. 

Gendemaa in waiting to prlnceik Amdia, ba* 
ron de Vieregg. 

Goremor to pince Frederick VnndSf at 
laufannc, baron de Ufedom. 

MiKisTEas of State. 
Premier, his excellency the count de Bafle- 

vntz. 

Baron de Teuffcl de Birckenfei, at Ratisbon* 
Baron de Lutzow^ 
Baron de Both. 
Moniieur de Schmidt 

The Chamber of FiNAMcsf* 
Baron dc Warnftadt, 
Baron de MiiUem, privy counfellors. 
Comptroller, baron de Kamptz. 

Law Officers. 

Chief direOor of jultice, vacant 

Counfellor, the count de Grevenitz. 
. Piciident of the tribunal of Guflrow^ his 
Excellency the count dc BalTewitz, 

Vice i»:efident, baron de Luhe. 

Afleffors, baron die Bulow^ baron de Storcb» 
})aron de Prun. 

The Duke's Body Guards, 

Colonel, bacon de Barfle. 

Major, baron de Schiickman, 

Captains, baron d'Vietinghoff, baron Olden* 
bqrg, baron de Kr^kewitz, baron de Klein. 
.6 .Lieutenants, 
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lieutenaDts, baron de MuUer, baron de Par* 
few, bairon de Fei, fen. baron de Pei, jun. 

Commandant of the ducal relidence of 
Schwerin, baron de Both, colonel of a regiment 

of foot. - 

Commandant of the city of Hoftockt baron 
de Gluer, colonel of a regiment of foot. 

This is the beft lift I could procure of the per- 

fons of rank belonging to this court : I fhall 
not at preiieat attempt to delineate their charac- 
terSy being not as yet fuffidently acquainted 
with them \ fo that you muft wait till I am bet- 
ter informed. I am now juft fetting off for 
Ludcwigs-Luft, where I hope to find an ample 
field for entertaining your curiofity ; at leaft, 
my attention will convince you, that \ am ever 
llefirpus of ihewing myfelf 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 



LET- 
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Dear Sxk, 

I SET out from Schwerin for this places is 
the duke's coach, the 14th inftant, about one • 
Jn the afternoon, in company with the court- 
ichaplain Mr. Pallman, md Benefce, his 
highnefs's w^tch-maker : the former is a thin man 
of low fiature, very fenfible, and of exemplary 
morals ; the latter is aa Hanoverian frpmHamel, . 
a jolly handfome man, who fpeaks pretty good 
Englifli, having lived fome time in London, 
Thedu]|.e)ias openedanew road from Schwcrin 
to Ludcwigs-Luft, appropriated to his highneis*8 

own private ufe. The country, all the way, 
is the duke*s deme&e, and confifts chiefly 
of foreft, with Ibme ploughed lands. The 
diftance is fifteen miles. We fiopped at about 
half way, to admire a fine fpot called the Star, 
round which are nine beautifiil openings or 
viftas, through the foreft ; not far from thence 
is an inn, called the half-way houfe, where we 
alighted to refrelh ourfelves ^ and reached this 

place 

« 
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{dace about five o'clock. An officer, called the 
cafieUan» introduced me to his .Toom, whercr 
I drank coffee j he informed me that the 
duke and ducheis had. been abroad that af' 
ternoon, to take the air, and were but juft re-- 
turned ; that he had apprized baron Zulow 
of my arrival, and received orders to con- 
dud me to my apartment : this was called, 
the young prince's, who lies in this room 
when he comes to Ludewigs-Luft. There I 
Aaid for above an hoiir, during wjiich time, the 
court-phyfician, a very good natured gentle- 
man, fat and kept oie coinpany. About feven 
o'clock, two gentlemen catne into the room, 
whom I found to be baron Lutzow, the privy*- 
counfellor, and baron ZuIqw, . the great cup^ 
bearer. The former wore a white ribbon, as 
an eniign of the order of the elephant^ 
Thefe were the noblemen to whom I had had 
recommendatory letters from baron Dewltz. 
They welcomed me to Ludewigs-Luft in the 
politcft terms, and declared their intention of 
contributing all in their power to render my ftay 
agreeable. They told me that the duke and du- 
chefe were pleaf<&d to hear of my arrival, and that 
I Ihould be introduced to their highnefles before 
iiipper. . So much politenels required due comi* 
pliments of thanks on my fide^ in which I flat* 
ter myfelf I was not deficient. The conver- 
(ation foon turned upon the court of Stre< 
litX{', and they alkcd very parti<^ularly after 

baron 
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. baron Dewitz, who is their intimate friend* 
Baron Lutzow then gave me an account of 
his late vifit to the king and queen of Den- 

•mark; and I found that he had been highly 
plealed with his commiffion. Thus the time 
paft away till nine o'clock, when the trumpet 
founded, which is the ufual fiimmons to table 
at the courts of German princes. ' 

We then adjourned to the (aloon, in which 
their highnefles ufnally dine, and from thence 
I was conducted by the two barons, to an apart- 
ment on the left hand, where I found the duke 
and duchefs (landing. Baron Zulow prefented 
me to their ferene highnefles, who received me 
with all that affability and condefceniion with 
which they fo well know how to temper their 
princely dignity. The duke was dreffed in blue, 
thmmed with gold: the duchefs was in a riding 
habit, with a bag wig, and a cocked hat with 
a feather ^ a drefs fhe wears here every day, ex« 
cq>t on Sundays. After this ceremony was 
over, we went to fup in the faloon, and I was 
feated next the duke. The company was very 
finall; the duke and duchefs, mademoifelle de 
Suhm, madam de Lutzow, madam de Zulow ; 
baron Luteow, baron Zulow, and baron Pen- 
tze ; the three ladies were alfo in riding habits 
like the ducheis. A page faid grace befimre 
and after fupper. The entertainment was 
much the fame as at the court of Strelitz; 
a .foup and three courfes, with a deferf. 

The 
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The duke and ducheis conveifed with mc 
the whole time of fupper with great cfaearfdl- 
nefs, and aiked me many queftions concerning 
her majefty. They had received the higfaeft 
plcafure at the news of her fafe delivery ; and 
during the time o£ her pregnancy, had ordered 
prayers for her throughout their dominions. 
The duke imderftands Engliih a little, and ex* 
prefles a ftrong defire of recovering hir former 
knowlege ^f the language : be had been ia 
London a few months^, during the reign <^ 
the late duke his father, and regrets very 
much that his afiairs at that time did not permit 
him to make a longer ftay» After fupper, we 
all flood up; the company broke into parties^ 
the duke and duchefs retiring into a comer of^ 
the room, where their highnefles were pleafed 
to honour me with their converiatioo for about 
an hour. The duke aflured me, that my Hif- 
tory of Mecklenburg was approved of- by the 
literati* of his country, and that he could wifh 
he were fufficiently mailer of the Engliih 
tongue, to read it in the original: both he 
and the duchefs repeated what baron Zulow 
had informed liie, that my vifit was very 
acceptable to them and that the baron 
fliQuld fkew me the new improvements, in 
his gardens. I found the duke quite an- 
other perfon, ij^pm what he had been reprefent- 
ed to me by feveral people, who talked of him 

^s 
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as apriuce of too muchauilmty and morofenefs^ 
whtfftas, his bellaViour tcrMids mCj was openly 
cafyy aad cheai ful ; and during the whole time 
• convcxfiittioii^ he had a pieaiant imile on hit 
countenance^ I exprefled my acknowledge- 
ments of thanks to his hi^nefs^ for the great 
honour done me^ adding that I had beard a great 
.deal of the beauty and magnificence of his gar- 
dens, and ihould ne donbt find a pleafure in 
furveying them with attention. Their high- 
nefles then withdrew; a^ndf after a lifellif chaPt j 
with the noblemen and ladiesj I alfo retired to 

my apsutment; 

. The next mornings after brcakfaft, baron Zu- 
low called upon me in order to make the in- . 
tended furvey of the gardens. He was in a one- 
Jbuosfe chaife^ which hsul no wheels, but rollers^ 
to prerent any damage to the walks. The view 
of this fine place infinitely furpafied my expeda- 
tion, and I took the whole forenoon to examine 
its moft ftriking beauties. The fight was fo tz^ 
viihingy that I have repeated it every day, and 
I find fomething new each vifit. It furpafles, in 
my opinion, moil of the gardens that I have feen 
throughout Europe. The duke himfelf planned 
the whole, taking nature for his pattern, and 
ftriving to imitate her in her amiable fimplicity, 
and all her beautiful irregularities. Thefe fill 
the mind with a more refined lenfe p£ delight^ 
than the moil curious contrivances of art. ^ 

No 

7 
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Kb widow'd plantane, nor dipp'd box<^e 

here. 

The ufelefs foil unprofitably (hare; 

But fimple nature's hand, with nobler grace^ 

Diffuiies artleis beauties o'er the place. 

To. give you a juft defcription of^ this paradife 
tvould require an abler pen than mine ; 1 in- 
tend^ however^ to draw a iketch of it; but firfl; 
ihall ' mention 'a word or two concerning the 
palace and the oiSces. 

Ludewigs-Luft, is a German word, fignifying 
Lewis's Recreation or delight j it is only a hunt- 
ing-feat, built by Chriftian hswis U. the prefent 
duke's father. Hence there is nothing magni- 
ficent in the building, as it was never intended 
for the duke's refidence ; but only became fo 
by chance, from the great inclination his pre<* 
fent highnefs has to retirement. Tet is it a very 
neat flruchire, and makes ahandfome appearance* 
It confifts only of a ground floor, with wings on 
^6ach fide for the gentlemen and ladies attend- 
ing their highnefies. The body of the buildr 
ing is fixty-five feet in breadth, with four- 
teen windows in front. The entrance is 
through a fmall portico, which leads to a 
handfome falon, where the duke and duchefs 
dine. On the right hand are the duke's apart- 
ments, very fmall, but well contrived. They 
confift of four rooms, elegantly furniihed, and 
• Vol. IK R filled 
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filled with all manner of curioiUieft. One 
thcfe is the duke^s cabinet, or mufaeum, in 
which he has all his mechanical ini^niments, 
la the other rooms 'are very ine paintings, 

and particularly portraits, among which^ thofe 
of .the dttchefs and princefs. Ulrica are much ad- 
mired. Here is likewifc a fine mufical clocks 
with whidi the duke was prefented by her^ma^ 
jcfty. There are feveral other mechanical cu- 
rioiities, which would take up too much time 
at 'prefent to enumerate. Perhaps I may have 
Another opportunity of giving .you a complete 
lift. of the duke's mufseum here,, and at Schwe- 
rin. On the left hand of t!ie llilon, are the du- 
chefs's apartments, much of the fame dimen- 
fiohs as the duke's, and elegantly funiifl[i?d. 
•jSut both thcfc apartments are much too fmall 
for their highneilTes, and the duke ihtenci^ 
very foon to erect on this his favomite ipot, a 
Inagnificent. palace. 

The duke's Itabics, on the right hand, arc a 
ilrudiure equally beautiful and folid, built af- 
ter the manner of the king of Prance's {tables at 
Verfailles, and much with the like difpohtions^ 
They contain feparate ftalls for a v^A nunii* 
bcr of horfes, all remarkable for their good- 
jkefs and beauty. In the centre is the figurb 
of a horfe's head, which fpouts out of its 
naouth, into a fione trough, a large quanti- 
ty of water. The whole is neat and cfe- 

jgantj 
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g|,nt ; W,d tlie duke's groou^s, and other fpr- 
trai^tfi MciB^og to thei);aMe% su^ lodged here 

i;i a very convenient manner. *. 

M the difiance of ixB^ pap^» a large canal, 
whifi^ fofS^ ^ ^d magnificent .cajOcac}^. 

Tbis tafirjide m z^o. psu:e8 0 length ; the 
;w«if er difchi^rges itfelf, ijj p^e great flieet, in^to 

^fliothdr ]fud, wbich rwis^ ^ fmidl diftaiM^ 

iFrOm thgnce, into the garden. In the middle 
lof the 4a9?d, ^ l^utifid Wfit^if^^ck;, of th« 
duke's OWB i|igeniDu$ contrivance. On t)if 
fight gi^d left ai:^ two hpufes^ latisly built^ 
ill the refemblanoe of iruined ,ed|fice$^ and fome* 
Jft^h^t in the nature of Lprci Hiolland's toweys, 
io, the ifle of Thanet» A^ th^ difta^ce q£ 

fixty paces from the grand cafcade, is a fine * 
|>^n, ^of a circular figure^ 3PQ paces 'm cir« 
cumference. On the right, is a fluicie to let 
40ut the water. What is very, extraordinary, 
£ye ycaj^ ago there was no water at Lude^ 
;wigs-Luft. This famous canal was made by thp 
l^refent duj&e at an imme^fe £xpencet by canC^ 
ing a great ditch to be dug from the lake of 
Schwerin, and another from, the river £lde : 
'4lic waters conveyed by thefe channels, join ^ . . 
by a lluice near a place called Frederick's- 
moor, and glide gently aii» in one un|te4 
flreaai, to Ludcwigs-Luft, where they forta 
Sxjk^ a variety of beautiful cafcades and fountains* . 

, R a - On 
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On the right and left of the grand bafon, 

are the maifonettes, or offices, lately built by the 
duke» for fervants and artificers^ as engravers^ 
painters, &c. of whom his highnefs entertains a 
confiderable number. They are neat, convenient 
houfes, confining only of a ground-floor, hut all 
uniform, and making a pretty appearance. 
The whole is terminated by a new church* 
lately begun, which, when finilhed, will be 
one of the fineft in this country. It is in- 
tended to be the parifh church, the old one 
having been fo ruinous, that it was fcarce either 
fafe or decent to be left fianding any longer. 
The flicll only is done at prefcnt, but they go 
on with the work very Btft, and expeS: to 
finifh it in a year or two. The church is fixty- 
feven paces in length, and forty-five in breadth. 
So much for the houfe ; I now come to the 
gardens. 

The gardens of Ludewigs Luft are properly 
what the inhabitants of the caftern countries 
called by the name of Paradife ; viz. a large 
fpace of ground, adorned with all forts of trees, 
both of fruits and of foreft; partly cultivated* 
. lite our gardens, for fliades and walks, with 
ftreams and fountains, and a variety of 
plants ufual in the climate ; [and partly in- 
clofed, like our parks, for harbouring game, as 
well as for the pleafure of riding and walking. 

The 
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The form of the ground is flat, except a few 
eminences raiied by arty to diverfify the pro* 

On the bad^ of the palace is the leiler garden^ 
269 paces in length, and terminating in the 
park. It is fenced round with a palifade, and 
endofed on each lide with a wall. In the middle 
are two gates, one on the right, leading to the ^ 
kitchen-garden, and anoUier on the l^ft, leading 
to the park and the great canal. Thefe gates 
are 166 paces dillant £rom the paliiade. The 
breadth, from one gate to the other, is 151 paces. 
The garden is adorned with two bafons ; 
thefe are lined with pebbles^ forming a va* 
riety of figures, and in each of the bafons is a 
jet d'eaur There are alfo four handfome ftone 
ftatuesj thofe reprefenting Mufic and Painting, 
the one by Mignot, and the other by Gillet, 
are greatly efteemed. On each fide of the walls 
are . fine ihady walks ^ and the garden is en« 
chantingly variegated with a number of laby* 
rinths, gro /e^, and parterres. 

The kitchen-garden towards the gate on the 
right hand, is of about the fame dimeniion^ as 
the other; in the middle of it is a fine piece of 
water, with a Landfome bridge, vi^hich gives it 
a moil agreeable appearance. 

Fronting the garden-gate, on the left hand, 
is a beautiiui avenue, with a lake or large piece . 

\ 
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of water before it, fupplicd by the great canal ; 
thh dtnaU after fortliing the grand-cafibade^ 
into the garden j but beiovc entering the likc^ 
it forms aheltW cstfcMte dn the left ;Alid 6Ver 
it is a bridge leading to the coach-fOad. On the 
right fide of the lake ftabds a ^afafi( famta^^ 
houfe, ^fcdbfned witli a Variety of ^lihtirig;^ 
by the beft mailers. Before it is a wide 
avbntte, but of no gr^t length, with a finaU 
tafcadc on. the left; and on the back of thQ 
fuihme!r-bouS is a Ibtfg 1)1^ of triies, 
a purling ftream, forming two beautiful caf- * 
cades. Iil this fttmm^rwhouft is alfo Ike mod^l | 
X>f the new chnrcR of Ltid«wigs-Luft, 1 

Finding myfelf very cold iA the chaife^ I 
pi opoied to tilie bardn get out aiid walk, atid 
at a fmall diftance from the fumnaer-houfe my 
cyt was ravi&ed with ^ magtiifid^t pto^eft : 
three beautiful avenues appeared in view, with 
canals in two of tlielis almoft outftretduDg tke 
light. That on the right is the above-mcntiofi-? 
edy facing the fummer-houfe> that on tl» left 
Si of a vaft length, but wot adornefA wftK a 
canal. The third a\^nue exaftlv faces the 
Idee or great pi^ee of watar^ winch iei^'ms a 
beautiful ftream, running in a ftraight line to 
the end of a noble vifta of about frar £iig^ 
lifli miles : at the enti'ancc of this avenue 

% handfome bridge ov^r the canalf with 
the following infcription on ftone, Frede-^ 

^['icus 
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rkus D. G. Dux Megapolitanus MDCCL^X. 
Here the water iiTues in a very flrbng current 
from tlie great bafon into tlie canal, and forms 
two beautiful cafcades. This paradiliacal 
fcepe is heightened by the number of mill^^ 
whit^ fwan$9 difportiujg on the {urface of the 
]bafon. At the entrance of the wood is a very 
good foot- way, on each fide the canal, with 
1^ Variety of buftos raifed on the basiks of 
this delightful ftrcam, A little farther on, is 
9 brid^ with a c^cadcy and a hf^ndfoqie jet d'eau; 
The banks of the canal are variegated in imi- 
tation o^ natuie, being fomeiimes bare and gr^r 
velly, fometimes covered with wood quite to the 
l^ater's edge, and in fome places covpfed Ja 
i|!imai£r- time witi^ flowers and ihrubs. At^ 
lin^ diftance on each fide, are rows of alcjcr 
trees, . of an amazing hfight, whicb> in the fyl- 
try weather, feclude the fcorching rays of the 
ivuiy • The park and wood are well ftocked ^ich 
ileer, and eipecialfy . wjith wild boars, number^ 
$>f wiiich I was delighted to fee crojiing the wa- 
ter ; they do no harm to fuch as do not attempjt 
to moleft them, but when irritated in the chace^ 
tbiey are extremely ferocious. Baron Zulo\v 
told me, that the firft tiine general Graeme 
liw a. living wild boar, was in this very park. 

Continuing our walk on the right iidejOf the 
canal, we came to Csefar's grove, fo called frogij 
Ihe b)iftQ8 of the twelve Caefari^ placed round 

l\ 4 fl^is 
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this ihady retreat. They are made of plaifteiv 

but become fo hardened by the weather, as to 
be almoft as durable as ftone. Clofe by this 
grove, the canal forms a round bafon with a 
handfome fountain. On each iide are fine 
walks, indofed with mounts, which you afcend 
by Heps, cut in the turf. The whole ground 
is laid out in a variety of fcenes, with wind- 
ing paths in the groves, to fome ftriking 
point of view, or agreeable vifta. 

Not far from thence is another cafcade, and 
on the right handy a rivulet glides gently thro' 
the grove, and falls murmuring into the canal. 
Near this is a bridj^c, and a little farther, ap- 
j)ears the circle-cafcade. This indeed is one of 
the moft beautiful objecls I ever beheld. It 
takes its name from a round bafon before it, 
which has twenty-four leffer jets d'eau in a cir- 
cular form^ and one great fountain in the 
middle continually playing. The cafcade it« 
felf is very grand and beautiful, being in 
the form of a half moon. Near it are two 
mounts, with fteps cut in the fod ; I afcend- 
ed, and was charmed with a moft lovely 
landfcape ; for the wood opens confiderably 
on the rights and affords «^ variegated P^o- 
fp^ft of corn-fields, and meadows ftocked with 
well favoured cattle; a filver ftream winding 
through the meadows, and mingling its waters 
with the grand panal, 

If 
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If the perfeclion of a garden confifts in the 
number,beaiity,anddiverfit]rof the f<^es, thofe 
of Ludewigs-Luft richly deferve that charafter. 
After the eye has been refrelhed with the moft 
rural beauties, it is gradually led to thofe of 
the enchanting kind^ where artifices excite fur-^ 
prize. Thtis, from the circle- cafcade, where a 
variety of agreeable obje&s are combined in 
fuch a manner as to form a moft amufing 
fce^ie, i *oa was drawn into another, which 
firuck me with amaze and fome mixture of 
terror. This was the great fluice, a moft 
ingenious machine^ of the duke's own inven* 
tion. 

Here I fat me down on a bank^ feafting 
my eye with the luxuriant ftore of nature^s 

beauties, when a thundering noife ihook my 
' whole frame, and the flood-gates of the op- 
pofite fide, inftantaneoufly opening, poured out 
a torrent fo unexpected, fo copious and ra« 
pid, that I was afraid the baron and I fhould 
be overwhelmed by the inundation; but in« 
ftantly the machine clofed again of itfelf, and 
ftcmmed the impetuofity of the foaming ele- 
ment The baron told me that his highnefs had 
fent over to tife queen a drawing of this ma- 
chine, with an explanation of the mechaniihi* 
After I had recovered from* my fright, and 
with a curious eye furveyed the machine, I 

proceeded in my waljc, till I came to another 

cafcade 
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cafcade, wlicre a little ifland is formed iit the 
canal, with two bridges leading to eacb iidi9« 
Here agaia the wood ofoa^ with fourteen cuts 
or apertures, teriniiiating in fo ma^^y points of 
view, of different length and beauty ; Come 
-in lawas and fpacious plains, others in hills 
Ikod vales, others in ftatdy trees and grove% 
others iu flocks of flieep, others in filver lakes ; 
hut ail together forming a glorious groupe^ 
where s^nd harmony are moft. happily com* 
bincd. Not far from thence, continuing in a 
idireft line, is aactfher cxTcade^ where alio if . 
fontoed a round ifland, witli a bridge on each 
fi4e of the canal. Here I found another ^per* 
ture in the wood, and my eye was raviiied 
with ioiir different proijpedfi. 
• At length I retched the point terminating 
the vifta at the entrance of the grand avenue. 
Here I efpied a thick grom^ with a fi^iaU ca& 
cade on the right. Turning to the left, the 
canal divides itfelf into two branches, forming^ 
a pretty long ifland. This was my neplus ultra. 5 
the itream afterwards lofes itielf in the wood^ 
and faBs at length into the EJde. Hie parkt 
adorned with thefe magnificent watci-works, 
is fonrtecfi miles in circusnfereiice, well fiodsed 
with deer, and rich in fine timber. The tiees 
are oak, l^eech, alder« but eipecially .the laUer^ 
which grow to a furprizing height. ' - 

Thus haw i given you a Ikefltch of the 
^ - delightful 



• * 



delightful gardens . of Ludewigs-Luft ; but 
it is a very imperfefl fkettii indeed, and 
none but a Hoi^jcr ftiould attempt to deli- 
neate fuch garckiis. For Purely n^thixj^* 
cinous, nor any others mentioned in fabulous 
writings, could furpais what art. and nature 
have realized in this part of the world. And 
yet, if this place has appeared to me fo en- 
chanting and fo heavenly, at this fealbn of the 
year, when the fun from afar peeps with a fickly 
face, and nature hath fdmoft loft its green li« 
very, what efFecl do you think it would have 
in the vernaf feafon, when every bough is deck- 
ed with new leaves, and the exhilarated birds, 
hopping from Jfpray to fpray, . warble through 
ibe grove, and 

Both ears and eyes receive a like delight. 
Enchanting mufic, and a charming £ght» 

flow truly might I then fay with the poet ! . . 

. Ah happy grove ! dark and fccurc retreat 

Of facred lilence, reft's eternal feat ; 
How willingly could I for ever Itay, 
. Fleas'd with the gentle munnur of thefc 

ftreams ! 

This ihadowing defert, unfrequented woods, 

I better brook than flouriihing peopled 

towns: ' • ^ 

Here I can iit alone unfeen of any. 

. Oh! 
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Oh I if kind Heaven had been fo much my 
friendy 

To make my fate upon my choice depend. 
Ail my ambition I would here confine^ 
And only this dyfiam ihould be mine« 



After I had pretty well furveyed this para- 
dife,! got back to my apartment time enough 
for dinner, and found the fame company 
as this preceding evening. Our dinner was 
a foup, three courfes and a dcfert;and this is the 
coniiant rule of the duke's table. •Their high- 
nefles afked me how I liked the park and gar* 
dens, and upon my exprefling the great de- 
light I had I'eceived, the duke told me he 
would make me a prefent of the etchings of 
the chief beauties of Ludewigs-Luft ; for wliich 
1 thanked his highnefs. After dinner, wc 
went to fee the riding-mafter exercifing fome 
young horfes ; and the duke feemed to take 1 
great pleafure in their fine appearance, though 
he does not ride himfelf, being deterred by a 
fell, fome time ago, by which he was very 
much hurt A'S I was returning to my apart- 
ment, baron Ziilow defired me to go and fee a 
wild boar, which had been killed that day ia 
the foreft. It was a very large one, reiSimbling 
pretty much a fwinc, and was fervid up the 
n^xt day at table. The Mecklenburg nobility ' 

are 
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are particularly fond of the head, which they 
have a way of curing, and is very delicate eating; 
The bed part of the evening, baron Zulow fpent 
with me in my apartment, and after he was gone^ 
M. Pallman, the court-preacher, came and chat- 
ted awhile with me. He never dines with the 
duke, nor is any clergyman admitted to this 
. prince's table. This is an etiquette of the court 
of Mecklenburg Schwcrin, not from any dif- 
like to the facred order, the duke being very 
religious, and ihewing great regard, in other 
refpecls, for fuch of the clergy who endeavour to 
edify the people by their exemplary behaviour, 
and purity of morals. Before fupper., I prefent- 
ed the duke with a copy of my Vandalia, which 
his highnefs received very gradoully, and only 
regretted that he had not the happinefs of being 
fufficiently acquainted with the Englifh Ian* 
guage. His highnefs took nic into his cabinet, 
which is very curious, and deferving a travel- 
ler's notice. This prince, as I mentioned to 
you befoi'e, is a great mechanic, and fpends 
his leiiare liours in this ufeful ftudy. He 
ilxewed me, among other things, a pidure 
of the queen, very like her majefty. It was 
no fiuall regret to him, that he had never 
feen that amiable prince(s, though he is 
perfonally acquainted with all the reft of her 
branch. 



We 



t54 . L E T T £ a tit. 

Wc went to flipper at nine, which is ttcS 
ufual hour, and during the whole time of fc^ 
paft, the <i«ke and duchcis did me the hpnoi^ 
to aik me a variety of queftion^ 4bout JEd^** 
land Thei« is little or no ceresHQuy here isk 
point of diefs ; the gentlemen vv car no fwordsj 
and even fit down m their bopta with the 
dnke. His highnefs conftantly appears in the 
fame apparel* 1 he ladies are always in a ri- 
ding habit, as going an airipg every idby with- 
die ducliefs. This, however, becomes them 
very well, and with their hats and bag wigs» 
they appear like Amazons. After fupper, 
their highnefles retired to one part of the 
Toom, where they continued to chat with me 
for above an hour; and this has b^en their con* 
fiaat pradice every day fince I have been here^ 
The converfation turned on the late ravages com* 
mitted by the^Pruifians in the duchy of Mecklen-* 
burg. The duke was obliged to retire to Lu- 
beck» but the duchefs and princefs Ulrica fiaid 
at Ludewigs-Luft. Their highneffes fpokc 
with fome indignatiou of the f ruilians^ and re* 
pre&nted the outrage? committed by thofe 
troops as e^ceedin^ the ufual limits of ho- 
flilities;- For anfiance, the duke's very pafa-^ 
tes were not fparcd, but the barbarous fol- 
dim feized ey^ thing they could lay their 
hands on. But what gave moft uneafinefs to . 
the duchefs was, that the PruiHan command- 
ant 
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ant happened to be her own coufin, the prince ot 
Wurtcnberg, who behaved to her and her fitter 
tvithout the leaft regard either to kindred, or 
even to fex or rank. Befides^ ia a near vc^ 
iation of his Pruffian majefty, and from fuch 
a connexion &t flattered herfelf with the 
hopes of being treated with fome confidcration. 
She owns, indeed, . that the behaviour of the 
iieibalteni oiSeen was more decent than that of - 
the chief commander, her coufm of Wurtem- 
berg, who aded his fart with great haugl^ti'' 
nefs and feverity. All he deigned to fay in ex* 
cQfe was, that he muft execute his jorders} 
which muft have been very fevere^ for he pro* 
dttced a letter in which the Fiuilia& xnon* 
attii makes ufe of the terms, tcrafiz les^ mean* 
ing the Meckienburghers. Her highnefs pro- 
mifed to give me a minute account of the via« 
lences and depredations committed by the 
Pruffians during their fhort flay in thi^ CQua« 
try, which I fancy will be worthy of your curi* 
oiily. About eleven the duke and ducbeA 

. retired, and I withdrew to my apartment, where 
the murmuring of the great cafcade foon lul* 

.\ led me to fleep. 

The next day, being Sunday, I rofe ear- 
ly in the morning, and baron Zulot^ ckxn^ 
and breakfafled with me, bringing with him 
the Amflerdam Gazette, and tibe French 
Mercure. I afl^ed him when, and where, 
• divine 
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divine fervice was to be performed ; he told 
ine» thaty till the church was finiihedy the duke's 
chaplain read prayers in the dining-hall. I amuf- 
ed myfelf after breakfaft with the news-papers^ 
and then went to take a new funrey of the 
park and gardens, a pradice I have conftantly 
ot^rved fince I have been at Ludewigs-Luft* 
I returned by dinner-time, and waited on ba- • 
Ton Zulow, who conduded me to the hall, 
when the trumpet founded. The weather 
|)eing very fine, the duke had been out a* 
walking, and was not yet returned; but the 
duchefe fat down to dinner, for his high- 
nefs does not chuie they Ihould vttAtf 
when he has paffcd the fixed time. The 
dutchefs and the ladies were full drefled^ 
as they always arc on Sundays ; and the 
difference of their appearance was fo great^ 
that I hardly knewthem. Webad not been a 
quarter pf an hour at table, when the duke 
came in, attended only by one of the gentle- . 
men in waiting ; we all rofe t^U I\c lat down^ 
when he made a kind of apology for not com* 
ing to his time. So much condefcenfion in a 
fovereign prince, fiirprifed me very much, and 
afforded me the ftrongeft proof of his benig- 
nity and good nature. Forms and ceremonies - 
are the flhackles of princes, and the farther 
they withdraw from outward pageantry, the 
nearer they approach to domeilick happinefiu 

After 
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Aft^r dinner the duke and dutchefs retired, 
is ttfual, into a corner «f the hail, where his 
highoefs thought proper to enter upon the 
topk of religion. There was nothing gloomy 

. or foar in hfo Iooks» nothing precife in his talk 
or demeanour; but a chearful eafy converfa- 
tion^ mixed with fentimenti of true piety^ 
This good prince has read and meditated a 
great deal i and, latterly, his tboughte have 
been applied chiefly to religion. I was furprif- 
td to find him fo great a mailer of the abftru* 
ftr poifiti of ttietaphyfics, among which I may 
reckon his proofs of the exiftence of a deity, 

:and of the immortality of die ibtil. He is well 
acquainted with all Defcartes' arguments, and 
produced them in the comrfe of converfationt 
but without the leaft air of oilentation, or lite- 
rary vanity. I obferved, that he greatly la- 
mented the decline of religion in the pre« 
ient age, and efpecially among fiatefimen, 
who reduce it to a meer political engine. 
Yet even among the heathens, religion was 
reckoned the foundation of government. 
Reltglo^ fays Tacitus, fundamenttim fmicipatus. 
And this fame hiftorian, direAing a prince' 
how to govern his people, gives him this ad- 

«vice : vineretur frincefs umm ilhid fummum & 
^tUrmm^ nefue muiabile^ neque interitunm numen, 
lit confiUa Jua reif, frofferet. But the corruption 
of die prefent age, added the duke, flionld 
never deter a prince from enforcing religion by 
VoL.Iii S authority 
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authority and example ; and provided he dH^ 
charges his duty, he Ihould be indifferent about 
what the herd of wordlings, ftatefmen,or politi- 
cians, fay in regard to his conduct. As for him- 
felf he was blamedy he knew» by feveral, for 
living too retired; yet thofe hafly cenfurers were 
abfblutely unacquainted with his reafons^ and the 
ncceflityof his affairs. The conduct of his uncle, 
duke Charles JLeopold, had involved his country 
in very great difficulties, by draining it of men and 
moneyy and encumbering it with a heavy morfc* 
gage ; it was therefore his duty to live retired, and 
. to forego all pleafures, (for which, however, he is 
not without a tafie as well as other princes)^ ia 
. order to lighten the burden of his people. In 
the lilence of this retirement, he avoids all diffi- 
pation, by which means he is better qualified 
for bufineis, than ;if he lived in Schwerin, 
where he might be engaged, or it would be 
expected he Ihould engage in a round of 
idle pleafures and anufements. He often fits 
up till two or three in the morning, and 
many imagine, he is bufying himfelf wifeh 
mathematical problems, wliilfc he is employing 
his thoughts about the eafe and relief of. his 
people. He cannot think of pleafure,' when 
his fubjecls are diflrefied ; if they are happy^ 
.that is fuHicient felicity for him : but the road 
:to happinefs is oeconomy, iaduftry, and above 
^all, a true fenfe of religion. Hence he has 
'thought proper to rcfhain the theatrical enter- 
\ . * . 6, V * ^tj^inwnts. 
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^tainments, eftabliflied at Schwerin in the reiga 
of his late father ; becaufe, though he is feti* 
' ilble, that the ftage^ under proper regulations^ 
might be rendered inftniftivei slnd perhaffs 
* conducive to good morals ; yet, experience has 
always ihown, its confequentesto be quite the 
reverfe. Befides in a fmall ftate, fuch as the 
duchy of Mecklenbtirg, plays would be a& 
encouragement to idenefs, and extravagance j 
promote diiSpatioUy and divert the fpirit of 
induftry. This, and a good deal more, bift 
highnefs faid in the courfe of converfation ; 
'tod I jntift olvn^ I was greatly delighted, and ^ 
improved, with the fublime fentiments of fo 
-ivife and religious a prince. 

Our converfation was Interrupted by the 
bell for prayers, when the duke retired into 
his apaitment oti the right hand, and th« 
tluchefs into hers On the left. The duke was 
-by himfdf, but the duchefs was attended by 
the ladies and noblemen, whom I had the 
honour of accompanying. The docMi ' of both . | 
apartments were open, fo that we could fee 
the clergyman, who officiated in the hall, 
which fefved occafionally for a chapel. Th« 
duke's fervants, and the people of the vil- 
lage, filled the hall ; in the middlb of whichi» 
was erected a pulpit for the preacher. This 
Was my friend, M. Pallman, the &me wh</ 
came with me in the coach from Schwe-' 
. rin. The fervice was very long, but I wat 

S 2 greatly 
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greatly pleaied to hear them chant their hymni 
with fuch mdodf and devotion. The mufic 
. being over, Mr, Pallman began his fermon, 
.which wa* certaiiJy a well compofed dif- 
courfe* But he has not a very happy delive- 
•ryt as appeared by the behaviour of a confi- 
.Anblc part of his hearers. The duchefs and 
the ladies were on one fide of the room ; the 
Ipejitlemen on the other. The preacher had 
not harangved lus aikBcnce above a quarter of* 
hour» when I obferved, that the ducheik 
Ufclk to h«r needle, immediately another lady 
did tiie fame, and one or two more fell to 
loDOttiBg* This they contiaved the remainder 
of the fermon, which lafted a full hour and a. 
half. 

. After fevice the dnchefs &ewed me two fine 
portraits of our queen^ one large, and the other 
finril ; the lalter file recisived as a prefeilt horn 

her majcfty. She likewife ihewed me two excel- 
lent poitraits of (he young prince and princd% 
the oaly children of ]^rince Lewis, the duke's 
1»otberft.t>oth of them done by M»Matthie«, la» 
highnefs^s painter. I then retired to my apart- 
l^ent, where baron Zulow came and paid me 
a vifit HiB miKle fome ^ry good punch, and 
we fpent the evening together. Among feveral 
other things, I took notice to him o£ the behavi* 
Q^r of the duchefs, and htr ladies, during the 
li^rmon^ a behaviour which I coafeis bad great* 
l^.furpi>fed mc.^ lie fa^iledj and i^id, that the 
% . * . .: ladies 
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ladies in that country do not apprehend it to be 
any breach of the fabbath to work at their needle, * 
as it is no fervile or mercenary labour : but es- 
pecially if they arc condemned to hear a bad 
preacher, they think it much better to em^ 
ploy themfelves at their needle, or at knot- 
ting, than to fail aileep. Whether their opi- 
nion be juft or not, he would not pretend 
to £iy, but this he was fure, that if they 
conceived they were ading right, their aftioa 
could not be criminal. It was not my bufinefs 
to enter into a point of cafuiftry, itiuch lefs co 
cenfurc the duchefs, and fo many fair la- 
dies; fo that I urged nothing farther. We 
went to fupper ^th the duke and diicheft, at 
the ufual time, where the converfation turn- 
ed on England, and its various diverfione. 
The duke feems to retain a lively idea of 
Vauxhail, which he looks upon as the moft * 
elegant place of public entertainment in F.u»« 
rope. Baron Lutzow then turned the conver- 
fation, by reading a long account of earth- 
quakes in Martinico, which bringing thefe 
phcenomena on the carpet, the duke ftewed 
his knowledge was Qot limited to mechanics 
and divinity. Such a variety of fubje<5is led 
us on till it was pretty late, when the duke 
and duchela difmifled the company, and we 
retired to our apartments. 

The next day I rofe eaily to go to a hunt* 
Jn^ feat of the duke's, called Frederick's Moor, 

S' 3 and 
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smd reckoned one of the moft delightful fpot^ 
in this country. My companion was the reve- 
rend M. Pallman. We fet out about eight, 
fn the duke's chaife, the morning very fine, 
but piercingly cold. We pafled through a 
little woo^t and theii oroffing a lai^ h^tK 
we reached the Lawitz. This is the largeft 
foreft in the di^ctiy of Mecklpnburg^ being 
thirty-four miles in circumfei:eace, all be- 
longing entirely .to the duke. The trees are 
beach» oak, and alder, but chiefly the lattec. 
3y ten we arrived at Frederick's Moor, wherp 
called upon the duke's game-keeper, whp 
gave us a very kind reception. After we had 
refreshed ourfelyes wi^ a gl^s of wine, thie 
game-keeper went to Ihow us the houfe, which 
is nothing extraordinary^K being mofily q£ 
iwood. «Thje room above ftairs is very plea- 
fant, affordiQg a full view of the grand canal, 
vhich runs to Ludewigs-Luft. The profpeA 
would be ftill more grand, were there an open- 
ing on thfi fide of Li;dQwigs-Luft ; but this 
is obilrufted by a chimney. From thence 
we took a walk to the iluice, where we had 
a charming view of three great avenues 
cut through the foreft. In each of thefe is 
a fine ftream, all three joining in the grand 
ti^nil : t}ie firft .cpmes from a neighbour- 
ing hill ; the fecond is a cut • £pom the 
.^.Ide ; the thiid, and principal, is from the 
l^i^c q£ ^ghyftrm. Having i^tisfied our 

curiofity 
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•ODi^oiity've fet off on our return to Ludewigs*- 

Luft, where we did not arrive till thb duke^ 
and duchefs had dined. Mn Fallman dined 

ft • • 

with me in my apartment. In the evening 
baron Zulow came and chatted with us, till 
ic was time to go to fupper. f 

Thofe who make pleafure their chief ftudy, 
would reckon this a moft uncouth place, for 
there are no balls, no aflemblies, no cards, or 
gaming of any fort ; the duke . being quite 
averfe to all fuch amufements. As this is 
his feat of retirement, he has a right to. 
make what regulations he pleafes, within 
the circle of his own family. But the 
.young people efpecially do not like fomuch* 
folitude; which makes them call it the Tm^* 
fie de VEmm. We went to fupper pretty 
late,, and I gave the duke and the du- 
chefs an account of my expedition, wich^ 
which they fecmcd to be well pleafed. We 
began sifterwards to talk of manufa^urei;' 
whence the duke took occafion to com- 
mend thofe of England. The ducheis ihow- 
cd me a fine watch, which her majefty had' 
fcnt her from England, with her picture in 
miniature; a prefent indeed worthy of fo 
great a princefs. The duke then told me, I 
ihould go the next day with baron Lutzow,' 
to fee the palace of Neuftadt, where his fa- 
ther had rehded for fome time. I thanked his 
highneft ' for the honour- intended me ; upon 
* • S 4 which 



Digitized by Google 



letter XIX, ' 

which he wiihed me a-good-night, and we aU. 
rttirsd. 

The next day baron Lutaow and I fet 6ut 
from Lttdewig'& Luft at miia in tbfi monuogt 
to fee the town and palace of Neuftadt^ about 
ten miles oSl. We drove through a fine opea 
Qonntry, coniBfttog chiefly of anbb had, and 
reached Neuftadt by half an hour after ten % 
wt alighted at an apothceafy*!, whore we t%^, 
freihed ourfelves with cakes and wine; for 
. the apothecariet^ -all orfr the north of Getna* 

ny, fell wines by way of cordial. And fot- 

merly the fame cufiom obtained in England. 
In the mean while the cafteHan was fimt for to 

ihow us the palace ; he is a native of Silefia, 
and hat bqen long in the ftrvice of his high* 

neis, After a Ihort ei^change of civilities^ wq 

took % tum about the tow% and then ppo« 

cecded to the palace. 

jNeuftadt is a iinaU tawn, agreeably fitiiatid 
on the river Elde, in a fine fporting conntryt 
It was formerly a viUage» known by the name 
of I«rfemt0» a Sclavonic term, fignifying 
wood or foreft^ to which it is contiguous. In 
the tbirteenth century Gunaelsnus IL count of 

Schwerin, founded a town on this fpot, an4 
gave it the n^me it ftill retaiinsj which implies 
^ New Town, It fuffered greatly by a fire in 
1728, and has not as yet been able to recaver 
t^elf. Such calamities, as I have aentione4 
to 70U before^ m £rf ^ue«t v» (tu^ c^try { 
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<Kfe very d^y, a great fire happened ia the 
Mtghbourbood of Ludewigs-Lufty in .a fiunap* 

houfc belonging to the duke, which did conli- 
4arabk damage, and i^^iaid to be owing .to a» 

incendiary* 

' Tb« palace is fmall, but elegant; it 
lomit fay duke Adolphna Frederic L aa a ImnfeN 

ing feat. The prefent duke's father made it hi$ 
conftaat refideatCi^ till the dealh of Im hrotiM^ 

Charles I^opold, when he went to live at 

8cbw«ii9. U w almoft a quadmgulaa piie^ 

the architefture pretty regular, and not crowd* 
witijL oxvi2|Kiwt$* On each iide is a fcnaU 
projeAion, in the nature of wings; bnt in tb^ 
middle of the main body there is an eleva* 
tion fomewbat irregulart wbicb breaks the unlf 
^rmity of the upper ftory. The great hall i$ 
jj^ous and bandfome ; the apartmenta on tbc 
right and left are commodious and well fur- 
liiihedf particularly the room fronting tbe gar- 
den," Here is a large taUe of maffive filrer, with 
two great candlcilicks, five feet high, of the 
0me metal, which were reniovod to Luheck, 
together with all the other coIUy furniture, 
when the Fmiffians^ in the late war, invaded 
the duchy of Mecklenburg. The fame caution 
waa alio uied at the caftle of Scbwcrin4 The 
duke's cabinet is very beautiful^ and well 
ftoolied with natural and artificial curiofities« 
The rooms adjoining are called the gallery, 
tying f^di of ex^uifite paintings. Among 

a thefe 
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thefe is a variety of Dutch pieces, by the bcft 
naftm. There is alfo a foe colledion <>f fiuni- 
ly portraits ; that of theprefent duke, when but 
two years old, is much admired The portrait 
of Charles XII. king of Sweden is a miftcF- 
|Mece; and thofe of Peter the Great, and the 
Jaft unfortunate czar, deferve the higheft com- 
mendation. The hunting pieces muft be particii* 
larly pleafing to all lovers of field-fports. In Ihort 
to enumerate the various paintings in this valu- 
able colle£tion, would be a work of too much 
time in my prefent lituation. Were the pic^ 
tares of this palace, and thofe of the caftle of 
Schwcrin, placed in one galleiy, they would 
form a coUedion which might rival thofe of moft 
of the princes in Germany. The dining-room 
t>pens to a balcony, from whence I had a 
prolpccl of the river Elde winding round a 
fruitful plain, and dividing itfelf into two 
brandies, which form an iilandlaid out into t 
beautiful garden. The cbuntry all round is 
watered with a number' of ftreams, and charm- 
ingly variegated with hills, dales, woods, and 
lawns. From this fine room We proceeded to 
the duke's apartments, which are both elegant 
and convenient, but the furniture feems to* be a 
little upon the decay.' The fccond floor* con^ 
tains lodging-rooms for the fcveral officers and 
fisrvants of the boufhold. We' Went upon 

the leads, wliere we enjoyed one of the fineft 

* ' * ' * ■ * * ^^^^^ 
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profpe^ in Europe; but the ilation being to6 
airy for me, in this fliarp weather, to ftand there 
long, we returned down and took a turn in the 
garden. It is a beautiful fpot of ground, of nd 
large extent, but difpofed in the beft tafte, with 
variety of avenues, walks, viftas,and fome hand* 
fome ftatues. After we had furveyed every 
thing belongihg to the palace, the caftellan de* 
fired we would take a view of the old caftle, on 
the other fide of the river. It is a ruinous 
buildiag, with a very high towet in a tottering' 
condition. Our conduftor told us, that it was 
heis the faimous Waldemar II, king of Deii- 
mark, was confined by Henry I. count of Schwe- 
rin; but I know he is-mifiaken, for, l^ un* 
doubted accounts, the above-mentioned mon- 
arch was imprifoned in the caiUe of Danneberg. 
^ Having feen every thing worth notice in Neu- 
ftadt, we fct out for Xiudewigs-Luft, at one 
o'clock. By the way we met a great number of 
waggons loaded 'with glafs, coming from a place 
called Buchen, where they have a pretty good 
manufaclory. Their highncfles had dined before 
our return, fo that the cloth was laid in my apart- 
inent. Baron Zulow came and inquired how 
. we did after our journey, and brought in a 
great bowl of ftrong punch, made of arrack 
and champagne. The Germans have. a notion^ 
that in England wc arc all fond of punch, 
and like it very ftiff, neither of which is true 

in 
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lA re^d to me ; fo that I am often puniflied 
wliere civUky is intendedL Tnie politmcfi, 
according to dean Swift, is the art of making 
liipfe eafy wkh wJiom we coaverlb ; for waat 
pf undcrftanding which, even thofe who move 
ui A higher fpheccy often give thck inferiors 
pain. After a good deal of chit-chat, baron 
Zttlow took hi» leare of us, being ohbged to 
fgt oat earlf the next morning fior Sebmrin^ 
on account of a )aw-fuit regarding his lady, 
who if of the ooUe family of Molcke* . He 

was plcafed to tell me he hoped to fee me foon 
in Schwerin, where he fiiaald be prood of lhew« 
ing me every mark of his reganL 

We went to fupper at the ufual hour of nine, 
and both the4hike and ducheft were very inqm* 
^tivc after my journey, 1 acquainted them witii 
the iatisfadkMi I had necesved £rqm the fnrvey 
of the palace of Neuftadt, with which they feem<» 
fd to be not a little pkaied* A^aiiety of &ibjc£bi 
came upon the carpet, among others, that of 
etymologies, and I found that the duke was 
highly delighted with my pointing ont the de* 
rivation of a multitude of Englifh words from 
the Saxon. Then followed adtgreffion to boxing 
jind cock-fighting, and their highnefles feem«> 
Ai to be diverted with my aecensit of the matt* 

tcr, which you may judge was but fuperficial, 
being no connoifienr in either of thofis prof onn4 
topics. The ducheft loon ;^ft^r aiked me whe* 

tbei? 
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tlier I knew madam de Bielke, whom. I men- 
tioned to you irith great reSpeA in one of my 
letters from Hamburg : upon my anfwering in 
the affirmative, her higfafiudb. talked a good deal 
in commendation of tliat lady: particularly 
Ihe . expatiated on the conftancy of her afiec* 
tion for the late Mr. Cope, of Hamburg ; to 
whom madam deBielke is faid to have been pro- 
nufed in marriage. After the cataftraphe of that 
imfortunate gentleman, ihe went into monrn- 
ing» and being aiked the reafon, ihe gencronfly 
made anfwer, it was becaufe Ihe had loved 
him. The thread of difcourfe led her highnefs 
to ^ve mc an account of an excurfion flic had 
made fome years ago with the prefent duke, in 
hit father's reign, and of the manner of paffing 
her time at Aix4a-Chapelle. Here ihe faid ihe 
had the pleaiiire of making acquaintance with ad- 
miral Knowles and his lady, having lodged 
at the fame houfis^ and flipped with them at 
their marriage. Many were the fine things her 
.highnefs iakl of . that amiable pair, but ihe par- 
ticularly expreffed ber r^ard for the admiral's 
abilities and genteel accompliihmeatSw From 
thence a tranfition was made to the fannoiis 
king Theodore, and feveral remarks were made 
on the hard fate of that unfortunate adveii- 
turer. Their highneiles were very much pleafed 
with the following infcription on his tomb, 
which I happened to remember. 

Near 
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Near this place is interred Theodore king df 
Corfica, who died in this parifli, Dec. 1 1) 1755^ 
immediately after leaving the King's-bcnch pri- 

. ion by the benefit of .the late ad of infolvency : 
in confequencc of which he rcgiftcrcd the king- 

- dom of Coriica for the ufe oif his creditors. 

The grave, great teacher, to a level brings 
Iferoes and beggars, galley flaves sind king? : 
But Theodore this moral learn'd', ere dead. 
Fate ponr'd its lefibns on his^ living head, 
Beftow'd a kingdom, and denied him bread. 

• As I happened to mention, that I had often 
Tiiited King Theodore in his confinement, and 
. had the honour ef treating hi^ Majefly n'ow and 
:then with a battle of wine, the duke aiked me, 
whether his misfortunes had rendered* him in* 
temperate? I.anfwered, that I believed not, 
for I had never obferved any iiich fymptom. 
•This gave occafion to baron Lutzow to re- 
mark, that ebriety is pretty much left off 
'by the Gemans ; and to 'this purpofe he 'men* 
tioned a droll anfwcr of a German prince to the 
.late pope, who aflung him in a familiar con^ 
•verfation whether his countrymen continued 
.to drink as hard as formerly; the prince 'made 
anfwer, that this beafUy cultom was 'grown ai- 
,mo0.obfolete, except in the ecclefiaftical elea* 
torates, Thps the evening paffed away trB 

the 
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the ufual time of lyithdrawing, whfii their 

highnclTes difmifled the company. 

The greater part of the day following I 
fpent in taking a final furvey of this paradife, 
where the gardener being reckoned one of 
the moft fkilful in his profeflion; I was glad 
to have io.me talk with him. I aiked him feveral 
queftions on. horticulture, and among other 
articlef), we happened to fall upon the cultiva- 
tion of fem^ concerning which he gaye me the 
following particulars. 

This is a fmall low vegetablc^^ with a mul- 
titude of fprigs, growing to the length of » 
foot^ or a fogt and a half, hard and ligneous^ 
and of a darktfli or brown red colour; thii 
leaves ftiff and rough, not very diflferent from 
the tamarilk and cyprefa, and like them, an 
ever-green. Its flowers are campanular, of a. 
fine purple, and fometimes wfaite.^ At th^ 
bottom of the flowers, firft appears a kind of 
l^ud, which afterwards becomes a fruit, near* 
ly oval, containing the feeds, which are very 
fmall, in four cap/ula j the root is woody, and 
ferpentifes in the ground. This plant grows 
on heaths and in woods, and is well known 
in pharmacy, having a potent medicinal vir* 
tue, from its being impregnated with a great 
deal of fait and oil. farmers likewife place 
no fmill value on it, from the feveral ufes to 

* In Latin it i$ called erua^ 

which 
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which it is fabfervieDt. ift, From thofer 
fiowersy in countries where it grows in ^noA 
plmtYf the induftiioas bee ttti%ftft a ritk 
licious honey^. ^dly, la the wwt of ftraw^ 
iem makes very good litter for cattle, and the 
dung ot ic is even fatter than that of ftraw. 
gdlyt It is good for barrca fand hills, biiidiii|; 
them by the convolutions of its roots fo that 
the iand is kept from being diQperfed, to the 
detrimeat of dke oeighbowring grounds. 4thly, 
The twigs of it, when young, are whole- 
fome and palatable; and as it both fliades and 
binds the fand, other vegetables grow up un^ 
der it f fo that they contribute to make good 
fheep- walks. 5thly, It is fown among all 
kinds of ligneous iets» as it proteds frona 
the cold air and filch at ftoot tinder 
them, and are not of fo quick a growth. The 
teed is gathered towards the end of Noveaa* 
ber, and fown in the fpring only upon faiid ; 
and in thefii circumftaaces it fltoots up voy 

faft. 

i thanked the good gatdeaer for this ac- 
count of the tt&s of lb common a plant ; and 
having heard that he is famous for the 
art of watering gardefls, I begged he would 
fiYOur me with his obfenraUons on that head^ 

* The aacienii Jiftinguiihed k ^y the naaie of mt 

ericeum i and Fliiiy takes notice of it in his Natural 
Hiftory. . , . 

prefuming 
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^refuming that, as you are fond of gardening, 
yoU will be pleafed to hear fomething on thd 
fubjecl from this part of the World. He com* 
jelled with my requeft^ and the remarks he mado 
are thefe: ift, Lake, rain, and river water, ar6 
certainly the htteil for this purpofe i but where 
thefe are not to be had,' wdll Water mnft ftrve. 
This, inilead of being ufed cold, as it comes 

' biit of the w^U, inuft ftatid fome hours in the 
fun, to mellow it, and abate the chilnefs*^ 
idly. If the garden be joined to the houfe, let 
the rain water be faved, by means of a fpout, 
or fpouts, in proper places, difcharging them* 
ielves into large reeeptacles ; and thefe, when 
full, may be emptied into veflels placed Qea,r 
diem» gdly, Dung water ferves beft for wa« 
tering trees newly fet, and ftich vegetables as 
are not much fubjed to be preyed on by earth*, 
fleas, (for thefe, after fuch watering, multi- 
ply amazingly) as roiemary, pinks, pump- 
kins, cuctimbers, jonquils, and gilliflowers ; 
efpecially when the latter are come to fome 

. growth. On this account many florifts make. 
an artificial dung-lye-water ; putting into 
tub flie^ps-treddles with water; and, after ihak- 
ing and ftirring it thoroughly, leave it a while 
in the fun. As to what fome fay of thefe wa« 
ters improving the colours, and making flow*, 
ers ftreaked, he fays it never anfwered with- 
kim. 4thly, The plentiful watering of cole 
plants every day, is the only ^ fare method 
. Vol. II.V T againft 



Digitized by Google 



»74 L £ T T £. R XIX. 

againft the earth«Aea; only this, muft be for- 
borne in the evening; when a f rofty night is 
apprehended. 5thly, In night-frofts, by which 
cabbage plants have fometimes iuffered in 
May, after being coiFered with buiheB to fe- 
cure them both from the fowls and the froft, 
(here he fuppofes the ground not to be wdl 
dunged) the fui^ft way for preferving them, 
is to water them a little at Auiprifing;. At 
Ci'ft indeed they look as if candied, and 
bend iUll more iwdar the ice ; but this beiAg 
loon thawed off by the afcending fun, they 
gradually lift their headsy and recover, dthly. 
At die end of May, or the beginning 
of June, the porraceous, and fellery plants^ 
will be greatly benefited by plentiful water* 
ings every day, even in the hotteft fun- 
fliine. 7thly9 In tran^lanting all cabbage^let- 
tuce, porraceous. and fellery plants, and all 
fiinuner vegetables^ the heft way is 0 make a 
hole with a dibble, or the hand-hoCt pouring 
water into it» and not an the plant itfelf, the 
lattdr being rather detrimental ; but cojk^ and 
gillyflowers, and efpedally white-cabbage, 
and cauliflowers, for preventing the eMrtfahflieSy 
muft, in a drought, be plentifully watered, 
befides filling the hole with water. . 8 tidy. If 
any thing has been foWed in a eontanued 
drought, without waiting for the rain* lb that 
the feed is in danger of being fpoUed, which 
Ibmetimes happens to the, carrot, fown at 

WhifuntideJ 
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Whitfontidet aad to tlie turnip and winter 

cabbage, fown about St. James's day, the beft 
way for cherifixing it is to water the ^ound 
plentiftillyy and coiFcr It with -green 1>nlhes^; 
and) when you have repeated this watering 
once a and the plabts have ihot up, you 
may throw afide the bulhes, and leave the 
pismts to aaturt for their iiEurther deftiny* 
9thly. In tranfplanting fummer-vegetables, as 
likewife in lietdng of rc^epaary, jonquils, and 
gilliflowers, which inquire fo much watering, 
it is farther necelTary to put before every plant, • 
feuthwarda, for the fpace of ten days or a fort* 
night, a piece of board, or pipe-ftave, as a fence 
agaikift the excefii'^e htM of thfe&n, which, 
with all your diligent watering, would ruin 
your plaaats. it^y. It will gitatly benefit the 
titin^)lanttd eaftbageJettuoe, to water it iii 
the very heat of the day, direcdy in the middle 
«f tte |daat, aa caufing it quidkly to cabfbage. 
la the month of Auguft this method will not 
ztSwet^ by xtaftii that from iht ^xc^ffive heat^ 

the plant is haftily running into feed ; but in 
Se|>tembsr it may berefumed* itthly. In a 
gre^t drought, and efpbcially if the ground be 
any thing iandy, carrots fometimes are feen to 
Heday, when ill a >rery promtfinig ftate, fo that 
they turn brown : the beft way for reviving 
Acoi is to water them tpwlrdbei^iiln^. ^itUy; 
If after a bed is fown, and efpioially in a ftitf 

and «byey fimuBid^'ft tlMeoiMta fbMid 4iimi 

T 2 on 
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on^ and the parching heat of the iup as it wer^ 
incmftate it^ before the feed is fpning up, it 
mufc be gently watered every evening till the 
appearance of the plant This is far better than 
raking it, which tears up great numbers of feeds 
that arc already fet. ijthly. As in a continu- 
ance of drought, grais wd weeds foon cover 
both the paths and beds in a garden, and the 
lervantSy to avoid the weeding*hook and fpade^ 
plead the hardneis of the path, and the diffi- 
culty of pulling up the weeds, the beft way to 
. obviate thefe excufes is gently to water both 
the paths and beds : thus, within an hour or 
two, no objection can be made againft the 
work, and it will go on very fpeedily. i4thly. 
Watering is the more neceflary in thole gar^ 
dens which lye on a ilope^ as more of the 
vain-water runs off than is imbibed ; in thofe 
alfo of a fouthern expofure ; likewife in thofe 
which in" a long drought are not Iheltered by 
any ftandards ; and farther, if the foil be quite 
dry to the depth of an inch or two. i5tUy, 
For fuch trees as give bloflbms, but without 
their improving into fruit ; it is accounted a 
good way, in their blofibming-time,^ to dig z 
little trench round them, and every day, or * 
every other day,' to pouv into it half a pail of 
water, till their bloflfoms are fet. He fays he 
never 1<^ a fing^e tree by this way, 'though 
it is commonly thought to be hurtful to 

them. It is c^oaUy of greart iewice to garden- 
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hipii, and fofc-apples. i6thly. Watering is of 
ifervice to all tranfplaiited feminal vegetables, 
at the time of their bloflbmingy particularly in 
a drought lythly, That in cool, or cold wea- 
ther, or when the earth is fiill fufficiently moift, 
watering muft be let alone, fpeaks of itfelf; 
otherwife cole will be brown and bluc» and the 
other vegetables yellow, and the growth of 
them checked, as we fee happens in violent and . 
long rains. 

When he had finiflied thefe obferv3.tions, it 
was almoft the hour of dinner; and as I was 

# - - • 

going to return him thanks, he told me there 
was yet time enough to add a word or two 
concerning ranunculufes. Then, without 
iflg me time to reply, It is a ftrange rule, faid 
^e, among many florifts, that ranunculufes are 
to be watered only till they begin tp Ihoot 3 
ftalk. I know by repeated experience, that' 
they can bear a great deal of moifture ; and 
that if the ftalk, after beginning to Ihoot, be 
not watered, fliould June prove hot and dry, 
it will periih before it flowers; nay, th^t the 
bulb fet in a loofe earth in the Uflial manner, 
will iiuk like many bulbous roots, which have 
not been fet deep enough ; that is, will ftrike 
its root an inch deeper, and at the end of it 
there will be a new, but a very fm^l and fickly 
bulb. Now this inconveniency may be pre- 
vented, partly by careful watering, and like* 
V^e about the beginning of April, infiead of 

T 3 fticking 
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fiicking every bulb into looiie etft|i wijdik t 
dibble, which is the common, method, make a 

little hole four inches deep, {lamp the bottoii^ 
of it hard, -aod line it with fofBclime^ (Othorsi 

which aofw^rs very well^ put a piece of tile at 

thc'botiom*) T^is hole ta b^ljiectai^ iMb 

deep with commoa fandj, and place the ranun* 
c^lus bulbs, ait ^ proper diil2^lcei fill the re*, 
mainder loofely with a mixture of coarfe land 
and mould j then gently water the ranun* 
culu&s, and. continue -this from, time to dme, 
till their flowering feafou is over.** 

No fooner had he concluded this difiertationy 
than the fprightly trumpet gave the fignal of 
approaohing dinnei:« I thanked the. good gar* 
dener for bis kind information, and bethought, 
myfelf, at the fa^ue time, of the old pro- 
verb, /i£pe jeiiam efi elitoir vaJde opportuna badus. 
During dinner, their highnellcs alked me,^ 
as ufual, how I had amufed myfdf in the 
forenoon ; and I gave them an account of what 
had paffed in the garden. They were exceed- 
ingly well pleafed that I could divert myfelf in 
this folitudc, as they called it\ and hoped \ 
fhould find a variety of new fcenes to occupy 
me for fome time. But as 1 had now fully fatif- 
fied my curiofity, and rude winter's approach was 
cqncinually in my mind, I lignified to their high- 
ncfies, that I intended to return to Schwerini 
the d.iy following. My reafons were fo very co- 
gent^ that» notwithftanding the defire they had 
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to protrad my flay, they acquidced in my re^ 
felutioo. The dxAt toM mt^ thact, fince I muft 
depart, he would order his coach to carry me 
te Schwdrin, whenever I thought prqper. Th^ 
difcourfe then was changed, and I happened to 
talk of the medals, which had been laitely dugi 
up in- the neighbourhood of Malchow, and pur* 
chafed^ as I mentioned to you in a former letter^ 
ttjnny good: fnendM. Piftoriua. TJie duke faid; 
he had been apprized of the affair^ and was 
'WSfmack diipleafed the medals had not beeni 
brought to him, .being a regality due to ther 
fovereign-; but, as they had fallen info fudi) 
good hands as thofe of the learned and inge- 
nious fyndicy he haxi forborne taking any. 
meaifare^ fbr the recovery of them. After, 
dinner, their highneffes propofed an airing,, 
tber duke in: his* ofaaife,, and the ducbefii, withr 
her ladies, on horfeback. They were well 
momxtedr with tbeur cocked hats, bag^ wigs, and . 
feathers ; but what heightened the fcene was, 
that the duchels and h«0 Indies rode ibaddlingt 
a. figkt which>ihrprifed me Teiy much, merely 
becaaie;it was new ; and novelty, you know,, is 
the- nuidier o£ fuspotfiaK; 

The duke and duchefs were no fooner gone, . 
than banm. Lutzow, and I, went to £eo the 
drawings and prints, at M. Findorff's, the 
duke's engraver, where we amufed ourfelves 
a codfiderafde' part of the enrening. From 

T4 thence 
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thence we adjourned to my apartment, and 
coover&d on vjurious Aibjecb till fuppw^timer 
The baron toM me, that he •and his IMy in- 
tended to fet out, in a day or two, for. Schwe* 
rin; and as baron Zulow would alfo be there^ 
he hoped they flxould have it in their power to 
Vnake me psSk away the time more agreeably 
than I had done at Ludcwigs-Lufi. It is im- 
poi&ble for words to paint the poUtenefs and 
afFability of thofc noblemen. They often ex- 
p^eiTed their appreheniionst that the time 
would hang heavy upon my hands for want 
of public diveriions. In vain did I en-^ 
deaToiir to perfiiade diem, that thofe diver* 
fions were no longer my tafte ; aud that the 
lumour of converfing with perfons of thetv- 
sank and abilities was a higher fatisfacUon to 
me* which it really was, than all the concerts, 
or aflemblies in Europe ; ftill they imaginied I 
^ke out of complaiiance, and that a ftranger 
muft inevitably fall into an enmi (a word they 
often repeated to me) unlels buoyed up with 
fcenes of fplendor and tumultuous feitivity. 
We went tp fupper at the ufual time and in 
the courfe of converlation the duke promifiKi 
to order his painter, M. Matthieu, to draw the 
portraits of the princes of the line of Schwerin, 
according to my deiire, for the fecond volume* 
of my Vandalia ; and as the deiign of the cafUe 
of Ludewigs-Luft was not yet finiihed by 
M. Findorff. he laid he would fend it in a few 
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days after me to Schwerin^ We flood chatting 
fbme toM after fupper, when I took: my leave 

of their highnefies, exprefling the profound 
fenfe I retained^ and ihould ever retain* of thdr 
great goodnefs ; and they gracioufly wilhed me 
a prosperous journey. The duchefs^ as fk9 
withdrew, fmiled, and find, I will make ufe of 
(he fame terms to you as mademoifelle Rauch«' 
bar did at Strelitz, viz. Kmmen fie bald wied^^ , 
that is, make hafte back again. After their 
j^jghaefles had withdrawn, I paid my compli- 
ments to the noblemen and ladies, and retired 
tp.my apartn^^n^. I ha^ norbeei^ t%re ^bpve 
a few minutes, when baron Lutzow came in, 
and told me he fent by the . duke to make 
me a few prefents at my departure, as a teftimo- 
ny of the regard his highnefs had for nie, an4 
t^e iatisfa&ion he had received Uoxa my 
\jfit; Thefe' were, a gold medal of the late 
4Hke Jjis fath^^f ii^ an agate Ihuff-box iet in 
gold ; and an agate watch,' with a handfome 
gold chain. On the ^ace of the medal is thi^ 
inlbiptioo, Cbrift. Ludmc. JO* pux Meek* 
Ipiburg. On the reverfe are the infignia of the 
orders .of the elephant and St Audits w, with 
the arms of Mecklenburg crowned, dated 
»753* -The ifgend. Per angufta ad imffifta. 
The agajtes were dug out^f the mountains 
oi j^p^enburg^ ^ circumftance the duke 
apprehended woidd ^ the mqic agreeable to 
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me, as being the produtse of a cOtittitiy^ ibr 
wUch' I ted U&iiiadf to nnidi npBei. I re« 
ceived tbofe princely gifts with fuitable ex* 
preffon^ of gradUide for tlie heoMr done 
jne, and deHred the baron to prefeat my 
acknoiKriedgiiieats to ki» highnefr : at the 
fame time I paid all due compliments to th'at 
noblemaii for his civility. After lie wea 
gone, I prepared to undrefs, when a droll 
fcene happened, which furprized me at firfi, and 
afterwards contributed to 
rultic fellow bolted into my room very ab- 
ruptly ; and^ without fitySng by your leivei or 
aiking me the leaft queflion, looked up the 
clixmney. I defired to know what he yKWkXJbi; 
but he made no other anfwer than that he was 
about his bufincfs. Prefently he went to the 
door, and cafHed iir anoAer fellow, dirti^ an^ 
blacker than himfelf, whom I guefled to be a 
. chimneyifweeper.' I then aiked him, if that' 
were not the cafe ; he faid it was, and that he 
muft inftandy fwcep the chimnqr* I thought 
it a very odd time- for fuch a bufinefs, and 
was for having it deferred till the next dagp, 
^hen t flioiaSd be gonb to SdMerl». Hir 
fellow replied very bluntly, he could* not^ 
pist it off on iny amount y and that tbe dQksb» 
bad commanded it, for fear of fire, which 

hfappened fo often in their couafaT'. ^ I could 
fay wafr fpeaking ta the poft:; and Ewaa ob* 

Uged 
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abotit^ the^ TQom tBttko^ sriBiif was over, when 
the fello V w^nt a\^ay without faying a want) 
1 lod(^ and'ctoi^c^b^d the door aitat 
him, Iskughiog a^. the. whmficalniefs of the a4^ 

This morning I rojfe pretty early, and 
breakfitfted with temi i.i|lfiii^a .tQ wftontui 
told the fullen intrufion of the chimney-fwcep- 
er. Bfi laughed excd&vely^ but at the fiune 
'time made an apotogy fer die rudeneft-and ig- 
norance of thefello3v. I fhall fet off to-day for 
Sckwerin, at noott^ m- the duke'9 eoach, in 
company with M. Wickenftock, a^ fiirgeon be- 
longing to the ho^ofllold. B^mii' Fentze, one 
of the gentlemen of the bedchamber, came 
arwhiJe^ ago- to tell me, that the duke and- du« 
chefs once more wilhcd mfe a- good journey, and 
' deiired I would take fome refreihmfint; in- my 
apartmenrt before I out I defired iSkt 
baron would repeat my moft humble ac- 
kiiowtedgments for all- their* highnelfes' ii« 
vours, and am now going to fit down to 
dinner. The weatfiei^^ is^ ftili^ fine over head, 
but every day more cold ; fo that I fhall 
be glad when I get back to England. But I 
mnflrftft]^ Ibme days, according to my promffe, 
at Schwerin : this will bring in winter, an un- 
comfortable feafdn for travelling through W^ft- 
pb^lia. 1 h^Mf been enerva^tedy I own, by the 

gra* 
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grati&csitions heaped on me at the court of 
Strdttz ; fo that I ahnoft fliudder at the rigours 
df a winter's journey. But why do I torment 
vyfelf or you, my dear friend, with the ap- 
prehenilon of dillant dangers? Is it not far 
better to enjoy the prefent moment, and leave 
futurity to Providence ? Have I not age and 
taqperience fuffident to know 

• 

I The ftrange viciflitudes of human fate^ 
Still altering^ never in a fieady Hate < 
Good after ill, and after pain delight. 
Alternate, like the fcenes of day and night* 
Since every man who lives js bom to die» > 
And none can boaft fincere felicity ; 
With equal mind what happens let us bear, 
iiot joy nor grieve too much, for things be- 
yond our care: 
Xike pilgrims, to th' appointed place we tend, 

. The world'9 an inn, and desith the journey's 

end : 

Jtv^A kings but play, and when their part is 
done. 

Some other, wprfe or better,, mount tha 
fhrone, Dj^tden. 

Away then with all gloomy apprehenfions : 

I fliall endeavour henceforward to chear my 
mind with gay ideas, to gild the toils of Jife 
with pleaiing hopes, and to 

Th^^k 

» 
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Thank the gracious gods for what they give, 
. Fofiefs my mind, and whilft I live, to live. 

I know you will laugh at this rhapfodyg 
however, it is an amufement to me, and my 
fcheme in travelling is to ainufe myfelf as mtch 
as I can. 

Each day^s a miftrefs unenjoy'd before. 
Like travellers, we're pleas'd with feeing 
. more. 

Adieu, tny dear friend, believe me it is nQ 
thapfody when I affure you that I pleafe my* 
felf with the hopes of feeing you again in Lon* 
don; and of reviving thofe fcenes of focial con* 
verfe, which I may juftly rank among the moft 
refined ^leafures that can be enjoyed by. 

Dear Sir^ 

Tours, &C. 



LET- 

i V 

J 




I Concluded my laft in a moralizing ftFain, 
juft as I was going to dinner. A tiery odd 
time, you will fay, when 1 had fuch important 
buiinefs on my hands. The truth, ds^ La4ew%8^ 
Lull is jb retired and Solemn a placet that 
it naturally leads oae to a train of medita- 
tion. The greater part olF the -time i wast 
there, I found myfelf in a kind of reverie, and 
had often in my mind thefi: foothing lines of 
Guarini : 



Care fehe beate 

E vaifilinghe e tatUurm wrm^ 

Di ripojo e di face alberghi vcrL 

But the fcene is altered ; I have been in fuch 
a continual hurry and diiSpation ever fince, 
that I fi^ve fcarce had time to think, much left 
to contemplate. 

I fttout from Ludewigs*Iai& the 2 ifi inftant, 
at noon, with M. Wickeoftock, the furgeon. Ho 
a is 
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is a native of Priiffia» a&d a jdea&nt coa^iaaioiu 

Tjie road, at firft, was oyer a heath, and oaour 
left Ludewigs-luft pai;k^ MrHch extead^ ihiM. 
way a German mile and a h^. We ioon ^got 
lo the gresM: Sofdt l^yfkz^ jwbicliTeacbei ^ 
far as the town of Criwitz. After we h * I 
pailed thraugh a iiaiaU village, we anived» 
about two o'clock, at a public houfe, called Oer 
Kruck, half way to Schwerin. Here «a)r . com- 
panion propoffed to alight, in order -to-empty u 
bottle of Burgundy, which baron Pentse had 
ordered to be put into liie coach for our i^. 
frefhment. The wine infufed freili fpiiits into 
my $rtend# when he^ anaufed que. with federal 
droll ftories : among others, he mentioned the 
^midicity of an old woman in the electorate of 
Hanover ; whofe daughter having been igot, 
with child in the late war by aFrenc^mai^ the 
greateftconcem tlie mother feemed to be under 
was, that the rfiild, being the offspring of a 
Frenchman, would not il^derftand German. 
We got into the coach again at three, apd 
paftngtbrough a fine corn country^ with a view* 
of Criwitz on the left, we arrived at length 
at the wood which reaches to Schwecm*. 
Fiom idMimce wid came to the plaee eaHed die 
Star, nemaxkable ibr a number of openings . 
which tfford fo many fine viftas or prbiQpeA^f . 
9fui by £ve o'clock we reached pur Jattr-> 
ney's ouL The coadinian drore us i» mtf . . 

quarters 
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quarters in the Martinefe^s hof, where my coin^ 
panion took his leave of me. I had been fcairctf. 
• £tt down, when the court-harbinger, who had 
been fcveral times to enquire whether I was 
amvedy came to invite me to iupper. f 
went at nine o'clock, and prince Lewis and 
die princefles wdcoined me to Sch^erin. I 
fat next to princefs Ulrica, at her highnels's 
defire, that flie might have the better opportn* 
nity of converfing with me in Englifh. The 
converlation turned chiefly upon what I had 
leen and obferved durlAg my ft ay at Lud«^ 
wigs-Luil, and their highneiTes feemed greatly 
pleafed with the recital of my feveral ex** 
curfions. About eleven, the company broke up^ 
and I retired to my lodging, whi^ is yery near 
the pakce. M. Lut2:ow, the fon of the mar- 
ikal of the court, iaw me home, attended by . 
a fervant with a lanthorn fixed to a long pole, 
a conveniency I remember to have feen at Ham*' 
burg. 

The next morning after breakfaft the court- 
harbinger came to invite me to dxnneir; and 
this has been conftantly the praclicc fincc my 
being in Schwerin. I waited foon after on prmce 
Lewis, to defire admittance to the archives ; in 
order to fearch for fuch records or papers as 
might be of any ufe to my hiftory. The prince 
toldme that department belongedto M. Schmidt^ 
the inivy*counfellor ; and. he would fend 

baron 



L E T T E R XX. ^9 

baron Drleberg, with me to that gentie- 
matty who he was fure would give me att 
the affiftance and lights I could defire. Accor- 
dingly the baron and I went in the prince^^ 
cfoach, to wait upon M. Schmidt, who received 
us with all the poiitencfs imaginable. Unluck* 
ily bet happened to be ill of a flow fever, other- 
wife he would have accompanied mc himfclf to 
the archived. He is a gentlems^n of a middling 
feature, inclinable to corpulency, of a dark 
complexion, but a very amiable countenance. 
He was once profeflbr of law in the univerfity 
q£ Roftock, and has been raifed by his merit 
to his prefent high ihttidn. His ihare in did 
regency is very conliderable, from his great 
experience and knowledge; no man being 
Bettet verfed than hnnfelf, in the hiftory 
and laws of his country. Count Baflewitz, the 
chief minifter, has the higheft regard and af* 
fection for him, and thefe two a<S in every 
thing with the greateft harmony. I am ibrry 
count Baffewitz happens to be at Hamburg; 
but I am told he is daily expected, fo that poffi^ ^ 
hly I Ihall have the pleafure of feeing that 
nobleman, before my departure. But to re- 
turn to M. Schmidt, upon aiking him what 
was the oldeft document they had in the ar- 
chives? he told me there was none more an- 
cient than that of the foundation of the church 
of Schwerin, by Henry the Lion, duke of 
SKaxony and Bavaria, in die year iri^i>. As^he 
Vol. Jil. U was 
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was indifpofed, I took leave of liim very focn, 
aad he lent his lervaut with me to the archives^ 
dircAing the principal officer to fhew me every, 
thing I wanteds 

The archives are kept ia the caille, on the 
ground floor, left hand, after you pafs the 
chapel. I was received with great com^dai- 
fance by the archivarius, who fliewed me the 
fcveral rooms, where the public records are 
difpofed in excellent order. He told me that I 
was welcome to fee any book, paper, or docu- 
mentf I pleafed; and that if I dehred any thing 
to be tranfcribed, the clerks fliould do it for 
a)e; I returned him many tlianks^ and told 
him, that I wanted only to fee fuch documents 
and MS, as related to the hiflory of Meck- 
lenburg. Upon this^ he began with telling me^ . 
that their moft ancient document was^^ as M. 
Schmidt had mentioned,^ that of the founda- 
tion of the church of Schwerin. He then or- 
dered one of the clerks to produce the record,^ 
which is well preferved, and dated 1171. Af- 
ter this he fliewed mc fcveral curiofities relat- 
ing to the hifliory of Mecklenburg ; . the prin- 
cipal of which arc : ift, The original MS. 
copy of Kirchberg's Hiftory of Mecklen- 
burg, beautifully illuminated, in 1378. 2. A 
large folio, containing the portraits of all the 
fovereigns of the houfe of Mecklenburg, from 
Anthyrius I. to Albqrt II. fan of Magnus, mar- 
ried, to Anne, Margravines of Brandenburg* g« . 

A 



« 
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A copy of MarihaPs Hiftory of Mecklenburg, 
finely illuminated. 4. The original of Rixner's 
Hiftory of Mecklenbttrg, with the coats of arms, 
^530' 5- The original MS. of Latomus's Hif- 
tory of the Noblefle of Mecklenburg. 6. A MS. 
copy of Chemnitz's Hiftory of Mecklenburg, 
in two very large volumes folio, from the ear- 
licft times to Siglfmund Auguftus, in 1623. 
This work was never printed ; the dukes, (for 
what reafon he could not tell me) do not- 
chufe it fliould be publiflied. Chemnitz's Hifto- 
xy \a M. WeftphaL is quite a different work. 
7. A MS. diplomatarium of the dome of Guf- 
trow, in 1520. Such were the principal articles, 
and of thefe I could only take a curfory view 
at that time ; but I have been there every 
day iince, with liberty to tranfcribe what* 
ever I think may be any way conducive to the 
improvement of my Hiftory. The ufe I have 
iMde of this indulgence is conftderable, and 
has amply recompenced me for my trouble. 

I bufted myfelf here in literary refearch-' 
es, till I was called off by the trumpet's loud 
clangor, the ufual, iignal of dinner. The com* 
pany this day was numerous, being about thirty 
covers. Befides the prince and princeffes, there 
were feveral ladies, Mifs Wurmb, Mademoifelle 
Chambeaux, Madam de Lutzow, Madam de 
Zulow, and fome others. The gentlemen were 
the fame a« I faw before, befides baron Forfte- 
ner, baron Zulow, and. baron Luczow, who 

U 2 . was 
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was come ftom Ludcwig^Luft that very momm 
ing, I gave you tic prcfcnt ftate of the ducai 
baaHyf a former letter ;^and having now made 
fome acquaintance wkh Ae molk difttoguiflied 
perfbns at court, 1 fliall endeavour to draw a 
iketch of Aeir charaaera, bqriaBing wWi tht 
duke and duchefs, whoiul left at Ludewigs-Luft. 

Fredeiick IL duke of MecUeobuig Schwc- 
rin, is a prince above the middle fize, very 
wdl ihapedy of x thin habit of body, and 
f 1 cfh complexion He haa an oval face, {Htted 
with the imalUpox, an open fore-head, black 
eyes, and' the o^er featiirea not irregular. 
His deportment is grave, his mien ferene, being 
arealtnmfcnpfeofhiB.Qaiad* No prince is more 
eafy of accefs j or Behaves to his inferiors with 
HK>ie politenefs and good nature. His man- 
• ners are fo engaging, as fetdom fail to cond* 
liate the affection and refpect of thofe who 
have the honour to converfe with htm» In his 
youth he vifited the principal courts in Europe, 
wheie he inibibcd a fuperior tafte of politenefs 
and elegance. He fpeaks fevers^ languages 
witk eafe and corre£kne&^ and drivers himfelf 
M moft fiibje^ .with greaS deamefr and 
lidity. He rides very well, and dances grace- 
fully; but of late years has pretty much di£* 
ufcd both thefe exercifes. His abilities, both 

. e. A» for the age of the princes sad princcfib of this 

line, iee p. stja* 

natural 



L.iju,^uu uy Google 



LETTER XI. 293 

natural and acquired^ are confiderable. Few 
.men have a more dear and quick comprehen* 
fion, or a ftronger and more lively imaginatioa. 
His underftanding liat been enlaif^ed by a di* 
ligent application to moft branches of folid and 
uTeful learning: biit his favourite fiudy is 
natural philofophy, and mechanics, in which he 
i& really eminent. Nothing efcapes his penetra* 
fcton, nor his memory, which is very retentive^ 

Of all princes, he is the leaft fond of pomp 
iand outward Ihow. Even in tranfacHng bu- 
iinefs he affeds no fiate, but endeavours to 
ranove, as much as poffible, all tonftraint and 
formalities. He fees very little company, ex- 
<^ept the ftated times for bufintft, when the 
meaneft fubjecl has accefs. They who ap» 
proach his perfon, allow him to be the moft 
indulgent prince in the whole world, con* 
verfing with thofe about him in terms of 
the moft endearing condelcenlion and decent 
familiarity. He knows that princely authori- 
ty is fuppoif ted by dignity of conduft, and not 
fcy haughtinefs of deportment : he knows 
that princes muft fometimes bring themfelves 
down to a level with their fubjefts, according 
to that beautiful maxim of Pliny, Cm nihU ad 
augendum fafiigium fuperejl^ hoc um modo tnfttrk 
pote/t, ftfeipfumfubmiHat, fecurus magnitudinisfua ^. 

The duke profeffles the Lutheran religion, in 
which he is moft fincere and devout, yet with- 

* Plih. in pan. 

U 3 out 
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out the leaft tindure of fuperfiition, or bigo- 
try. So far is he from being prieft-ridden» 
.tliat even the firft of the clergy-, however cmi- 
»nent for learning and piety, are not adoiitted 
to lus table. He pays them dne reipeft in their 
proper department, but does not fuffer them to 
intermeddle in fiate-affairs. His fenfe of reli- 
gion appears more particularly in his devout 
and conftant attendance on divine fervice : and 
in his extenfive and almoft unbounded chari- 
ty. Even his extravagancies, as fome ftile 
them, in gardening, are calculated for the be- 
nefit of the lower clafs of people, employing 
fuch a number of hands. In the. late war^ 
when, upon the invafion of the Pruffians, h!^ 
retired to Lubcck, being followed by a great 
number of his diftrefled fvibjeds, he prpvided 
for their fubfiilence. His tenants who had 
been plundered by the enemy were forgiven 
their arrears of rent, and fome he even in- 
demnified for their lofTes. (ie h«^s b^en heard 
to fay, that it would be happy for mankind, 
if aU fovereigns, in fonae part of their life, 
experienced the preflures of poverty ; for 
he who has not been diftreffcd himfelf, can- 
not fo well fympathize with the fu&rings o^ 
. others. 

His manner of life is pretty uniform. He 
breakfafts a-bed, and rifes very late, viz. 
about eleven: he dreffes and fhaves himfclf, ne- 
ver wears a night-gown, but continues the 

4 whole 



Digitized by Google 



L E T T E R XX 295 

whole day in the cloaths he put on in the 
morning ; and has feldom more than one fuit in 
wear throughout the year, which is blue trim- 
med with gold. But while he avoids all fop- 
pery and extravagance, he takes care not to 
give into the other extreme, that fordid par»- 
fimony, which debafes the dignity of princes, 
and renders them odious and contemptible to 
^ their fubjeds. His highnefs walks every mom*- 
ing in his garden before dinner, attended on'- 
}y by a gentleman of the bed-chamber. Some- 
times he takes the air in a chaife, driving at a 
prodigious rate. When there is no ftrange 
company at Ludewigs-Luft, he generally dines 
by himfelf ; but the whole time I was there, 
he dined in public with the duchefs. In his 
diet he is very temperate, feldom drinking but 
at meals, and then not quite a pint of wine. 
His only paffion is for gardening, a paffion in- 
nocent in its nature, and the favourite amufe- 
shent of fome of the greateft princes, both of 
ancient and modern times. In the afternoon 
he retires to his cabinet, where he dp^s bufinefs 
with the miniftersof the Tefpeftive departments, 
who come from Schwerin to attend his orders. 

The care of govemmtot is his chief ftudy, 
and to this he poftpones every other confix 
deration. In the choice of his miniilers he 
i^ moft circumfpeA and judicious, employ- 
ing none but fuch as are of undoubted abilities 
litid integrity. No prince has a greater regard 

U 4 fgr 
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for learning, as appears very plainly by his 
pricfcrring ipen of letters to conliderabjc fo&s, 
2uid by his fettling fuch libenl (alaries on the 
profellbrs of liis new univerfity of Butzow, 
He flips by himfelf, and fits up. generally tiU. 
between two and three in the morning. Thele 
filent hour^ he dedicates partly to public bufir 
nefs^ and partly to the ftudy of religion and 
plulotophy. He is never feen in7n undrefs* 
HC' has no guards^ but only a few invalidi» 
who do duty before the palace. A prince, he 
lays, ibould behave to his people as a parent 
to his children ; then he is fure of their affec- 
tion, which is his bell fecurity. Therefore, he 
deteils that maxim, oderint Am mtuaiU; for he 
whom many fear, muft be afraid of many. 
The love of his fubjecls he values ^ but their 
fear would give him concern^ as generally pro- 
ductive of hatred. His virtues arc aU of the 
^l^d kind; he is religious without £u)ati^ 
cifm, gracious without meanacfs j frugal with- 
gut parhmQuyi and generous without pro-^ 
fufion and extravagaQce. A good prince, he 
faysp Ihould always have thefc maxims pre- 
fent to his mind^ that he rules over men like 

himfelf ; that he is to rule according to law; 
and that he is not to rule for ever, meaning» 
that he is to be accountable hereafter for his 
condu^ He fiiould therefore endeavour tq 
fet a pattern to his peoples and to attraiS re^ 
g^d» more by the purity of his life, th^n by the 
2 luftre 
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luflxc of his dignity. Accordingly, the man- 
ners of this good prince are moft exemplary ; 
fuch as would adorn private life, as well as the 
Ugheft ilation* To conclude, if ic be true, 
that he only is qualified to command others, 
who commands liimfelf, this prince is abfolutc* 
ly worthy of fuperiority ; and as he delights 
in the fludy and praclice of wifdom, his people 
iiirely muft be happy, according to this maxim 
of Plato, that then indeed the world is blef- 
fed, when philofophers are raifed to govern'^ 
ment, or governors become philofophers. 

Louifa Frcderica, duchefs of Mecklenburg 
Schwerin, is tall and genteel in her per* 
fon, and frdh complexioned ; her face is oval, 
her eyes azure, and every other feature ex- 
tremely regular. Though paft the bloom of 
youth, flie is flill pofleffed of perfonal charms, 
fuAdent to conciliate love and efteem. In . 
her phyfiognomy, there is a good deal of 
the caft of the houfe of Brandenburg, from 
which her highnefe is defcended, by her mo- 
ther. Her afpecl is majeflic, her deportment 
noUe and grave, her addrefi quite eafy and 
engaging. Few ladies have more politcnefs; bet- 
ter underftanding, and greater dignity of fenti^ 
ment. She is not a little fond of magnificence, 
which fhc elegantly adapts to occafions ; but her 
liberality is indeed very difiufive. In conver- 
fation fhe fliews her judgment, talking little, 
b^t always to the purpofe. The French lan^- 

guage 
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guage is quite familiar to her highnefs; fiie 
l^as a fine air in dancing, and indeed excels in 
every other accomplifliment becoming her 
fex. Though {be has a natural propenfity to 
gaiety and diverfions, fhe fliows her ^ood fenfc 
in conforming to the duke's temper, and fpend- 
ing her days, as it were, in retirement. Eve- 
ry day, except Sunday, flie rides out with her 
snakh of honour, dreifed, as I mentioned tc^ 
you before, in Amazonian habits. This exer- 
cife keeps her in good health and fpirits. By 
way of Tariety, fhe pafles three fummer months 
at Hamburg, where fhe frequents all the public 
diverfions. Here ihe has purchafed a fine pa- 
kice, open to all foreigners of diftinftion ; and 
Kves with the fplendor fuitabte to her birth 
and rank. 

Prince Lewis, the duke's brother, is of a 
.middting ilature, well made, with a round face, 
regular features, and brown complexion. The 
goodnefs of his temper, and the generofity of 
his difpofitioH, make thofe about him happy. 
State and dignity he does not feem to aSecl, 
being as much an enemy to pride as the 
duke his brother. He is eafy of accefs, 
extremely polite, very cha^iuble and hu- 
mane, and ready to do kindnefTes to fuch 
as are really deferving. His inclination 
natnrally leads him to parties of pleiafure, 
but not fo as to commit any exccfs. His 
aBCCOmpliihments are fuch as become his high 

rank* 
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rank. He dances and fits a horfc well ; is 
fond of muiiC) and, as I naentioned to you 
before, performs very well on the violin; 
having a concert twice a week in the pa- 
lace. He is alfo a coUedor of toins and 
medals, and lias a very line cabinet of all 
forts, but efpecially tbofe of his own country. 
In public affairs he does not feem to intermed- 
dle, but lives content on his appanage, and in 
.the greateft harmony with the duke his bro- 
ther. In fliort, few princes can have a more 
.amiable charader, being an afiedionate hus- 
band, a fond parent, a loving brother, and a. 
(dutiful fubjeft. 

Prince& Charlotte Sophia, his confort, is 
middle fized, very genteelly lhaped, and of a 
. nobl^ air and deportment. Her face is oval, 
with a large forehead, black fparkling eyes, 
and engaging countenance. Though at firil 
ihe appears grave, Ihe foon puts on a gra- 
cious fmile, and converfes with all the eafe 
<and chearfulnels imaginable* No princels can 
have more genteel accompliihments; few make 
fo fine a figure in dancing ; and for finging^ 
.her voice and manner would be applauded in 
. a public performance. Mufic indeed is her on- 
.ly amufement, and as for every thing elfe, Ihe 
lives like one quite weaned from the world. 
She has a concert at home, but never plays at 
^ds, and goes^ to no routs or aflemblies. 
- . The 
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The education of the young princefs, her 
daughter, takes up her thoughts, and prenrcats 
her from tailing into the faihionable mode of 
killing the time with cards and dancing. In 
ihort, ihe lives retired in the midft of the court, 
occupied in fulfilling the duties of her ftation, 
and in works of piety and charity, ib that her 
life may be £ud to be one continued ocfmfe of 
virtue. 

You may remember that this happy piir 

have two children, a prince and princefs. The 
young prince Frederic Francis, I have not fees, 
being lately gone to his (Indies at Laufannc ; 
he i3 faid to be one of the handfomell young 
princes in Germany, and of a moft promiCng 
difpofition ^. His fifter, Sophia Frederica, is 
one of the fweeteil and moft beautiful young 
princefles I ever beheld. Her ihape is delicate 
and fine; flic already dances with a good 
grace, and fpeaks French very prettily. Good 
humour and good difpofitions may be feen in 
her countenance. Upon the whole, ihe pro- 
mifes fair to be one of the moft accompliflied 
princefles in Europe. 

Princefs Ulrica, the Duke's elder fifter, is ra- 
ther of an under fize, a difadvantagc over- 
balanced by her dignity of afped, and fuUi- 
paity of feiuiment. Her face is perfectly round, 

* He has been lately inocultted, at Lavfanne, fo^ 
the fxnall-pox, of which he happily recovered. 

her 
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her forehead large, her eye-brows auburn, her 
eyes cacruleao, ber other features regular and 
pleafing, with a moft ddicatc fair complex- 
ion. In her younger days fhc muft have 
bteii » pCFfeflt beauty, and cvcnr at prelent her 
charms are fcarce on the decline. Her high- 
nefty I am told, was intended for the late 
Kng of Denmark ; but by feme accident the 
match went ofF. Her mien, her carriagej^ her 
air, are noble and engaging, fuch as in^ire, 
at the fame time, reverence and affection. 
She uttderilands the kalian tongue, and fpeaks 
Ftench with facility and elegance. She ap- 
plies herfelf alfo tp the Englifii language, 
in which ihe has already made a confiderabic 
progrefs. The charms of her mind are not iu» 
ferior to thofe of her perfon. Pofleifed of a live- 
ly imagiiiation, flte has withal a juft difcernment 
and knowledge of the world It is impoiShle to 
excel her in iFweetnefe of temper and limplicity 
of manners ; the only lafting charms of the fair 
fcs; There is a confiant imile on her lips, which 
prefaces her talk ; and this, however fen/ible, is 
ottly^ a repetition of what has been exprefled by 
her countenance. Difengaged fi-om all trifles, flie 
is fond of reading good books, and of converling 
with men: of learning, who have fecn the world* 
SIN^a4^ttmes^no ftate on account of her rank^ but 
talks to thofe who are about her as eqijals. It 
if impoffiblc^ indeed, to cxprefi the affability of 

her 
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lier behaviour : nooe but thofe who have fees ' 
and Gonveried with her, can have a true idea of 
it. Yet there is a dignity in her looks that 
commands refpeft» even from. thofe whom ihe 

treats with familiarity. She is generous and. 
magnificent, and has a noble heart, becoming . 
Iier high birth. Indeed there are few princeiles 
of a more fublime and more elegant turn of , 
mind. In piety and religion ihe may juiUy be . 
called the pattern of her fex, being moft punc- 
tual in her attendance on divine fervice, moft 
cxemphi y in her devotion, and moft fincerein 
the difcharge of every chriilian duty. Yet 
Iier piety is no way disfigured by a melan* 
choly gloom, or auftcrity of afpecl ; but the 
rays of chearfulneis and compofure pierce 
through her devotions. Her charity, her hu-- 
manity, almoft exceed the bounds of her for- 
tune, which is very 'coniiderable, having had 
a moft liberal appanage fettled on her by the 
late duke, her father. She lends tlie moi|^ gra- 
cious ear to thofe who zfk any favours of her, 
and is fure to anfwer them in the kindeft and 
moft obliging manner. She wiihes it were in 
her power to ferve all who apply to her for af- 
fiftance, aod is under the greateft concern when 
ihe finds herfelf unable to comply witH their • 
requeft. I have been told, that flie has often 
ihed tears, in hearing of the diftreftes of parti- 
cular objecls, when her finances were exhaufted 
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by repeated charities, and it was no longer in 
lier power to relieve them. So great, fo good, 
fo amiable a princefs may furely be ftiled tlic 
delight of buman^tindf ftudying to do good not 
lefs than the celebrated prince who firft ob- 
tained that glorious title. 

Princefs Amelia, the dnke's younger fifter, 
has been fo very ijl ever fince my being at 
this court, that I have not had the honour of 
paying my refpefts to her highnefs. Her indif- 
poUtion is £aid to be of a very dangerous nature^ 
a diforder in her bowels, which keeps her in 
excruciating pains, and confines her mpftly to 
her bed. Her general charader is very amiable, 
behaving with patience and conllancy under 
lier infirmities, and with generofity and good- 
nature to all her attendants. 

Baron Zulow, the great cup-bearer, is tall 
and genteel in his per£6n, and of very regular 
features. His afpeft is fweet and engaging, his 
depor.tment becoming the man of quality. Few 
noblemen have more amiable accompliihmentsL 
He fpcaks French with great eafe, and exprefles 
himfelf on moft fubjedts /^ith juftnefs and pro- 
priety. He may be truly ftiled a pattern of 
good breeding ; fuch affability, fuch good tem- 
per, fuch readineis to oblige, and fo much good 
fenfe, feldom meet in the fame pcrfon. He is 
defcended from one of the nobleft families in 
this country. His father was major-general 

Zulowj 
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ZuIoWy colonel of a regiment of foot, and com* 

mandant of Schwerin. He died the firft of 
Apxil» il66f after having ferved the duke^ his 
fovereign, fifty-three years. The prefent baron 
feems to be about three or four and thirty, and 
married, not long ago, a widow^ladjr, of the fa- 
mily of Molcke, with whom he had a confider- 
abte fortune. Madam de Zulow. is a tall hand- 
fome lady, very fenfible, and poflefled of every 
genteel accomplifhment. 

Baron Lutzow is of a middling ftature, a 
very handfomc face, fair complexion, ftrong 
buHtf and inclinable to corpulency. He fecms 
not to be forty ; but his experience, good fcnfe, 
and knowledge, are fuperior to his years. He 
is generous, frank, and open, and of a moft 
chearful difpofition. With all the vivacity 
and fire of youth, he has the fdidity and 
confideration of mat?urer age. His poHtenefsr, 
his gracefixl dignity, his attention to deco- 
rum, Ihew his htiowtedge of the worid. 
JFcw noblemen have fo well improved their 
time ; he is mafter of feveral languages, h|^ 
read the bell books on the law of nations 
and politics, is perfefily well verfed in hiftory, 
and moft branches of polite learning. No wo»* 
des fo acGompliihed a perlbn has been fo often 
employed by his prince in negotiations/ in 
which he has acquitted himfelf with honour. 
The baron has been in a public charader, al; 

feveral 
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fevtral courts of Germany, as well as in Den- 
mark and Ruifia, at which laft court he made 
a confiderable figure. He is but lately re- 
tumed) as I mentioned to you before, from 
executing a commiffion to their Danifli maje- 
iUes, at Altena. Not long ago, he married 
the daughter of baron Drieberg, a moft agree* 
able young lady, who feems formed to com- 
plete his happtnefs. She is about five and 
twenty, of a middle fize, round face, frefli 
complexion, auburn hair, moH regular fea« 
tures, and extremely well ihaped. Her accom- 
plifliments, good fenfe, good breeding, and 
good-nature, would adorn the higheft lla- 
tiom In ihort, her perfon is an affemblage of 
charms, and Ihe may be truly filled one of the 
greateft ornaments of the court of Schwerin. 

Mifs Wurmb, maid of honour to princefs 
Charlotte, and concerned in the education of 
the young princeis Sophia, is a native of 
Saxony, and of a very illuilriou$ defcent. 
She is tall, and genteel in her perfon, round 

■ 

faced, and of a brown complexion. Though 
ihe cannot be called a beauty, ihe is pofiefied of 
charms far furpailing thofe of outward form. Few 
ladies have a better ihare of undcrflanding, and 
none can have more temper and good humour. 
She is affability itfelf, ever chearful, ever com- 
placent, with a perpetual fmile on her coun- 
VoL. II. X tenance. * 
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lenaBce. She flogs and dances with a good 
grace, and plays very well on the harpfi* 
chord: but her amufements confift chiefly 
in reading, and in adorning her mind with 
refined knowledge. She fpeaks both French 
and Italian, and is now learning Englilh 
along with princefs Ulrica, who feems to be 
very fond of this young lady; and, on the 
other hand, Miis Wurmb's chief ambition is 
to anfwer the aficction of fo good a prin- 
cefs. 

The count de Flohr is gcndeman to princeft 

Ulrica : he is of a moft elegant form, tall and 
well lhaped, an oval face, black lively eyes, 
Roman nofe, and dark complexion. His afpeft, 
his air, his deportment, all correfpond with 
the dignity of his birth* He is perfiefily wdl 
vcrfed in the forms and ceremonies of courts, 
liaving ferved ieveral German princes before ho 
came hither, and among the reft the duke of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz» By birth he is a Sazon» 
and was fome time at Copenhagen, where his 
uncle, general Praetorius, relided. There he 
had the misfortune of being a confiderable 
fufferer by the knavery of a Jew, whom 
he had intrufted with great part of his fortune.^ 
In politcnefs and good breeding it is impofli* 
ble to excel him. But he is not only the 
. fine gentleman ; he is alfo the man ojF ienfe^ 

the 
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tik^ fcM^r, tb« pluli^fQpIicr, With fi^b 
imiaUk qui4itief he of coutf« cooci}i^t^ 

Baron Fprftener, (l^w>r4 of the houfliold, 
^ liatiye of Wurtei^berg, aiid W49 ipviteci lutb^jr 
by the dQcbei3» vbo is a piiacds of tbiit; fgmily, 
is a tallftput mw» fteib coinple*,iQ«ed, ov4 

£ice» and dark comply ; t^ut he i$ r Uttli 

hard-featured, and pitted with the fmalj-pox. 

iie i9 of It g^y ppej^ difpQijitioo» polity gepf k 
rpniBy and magnifioenty keeps a v^ry good talkie, 

and is glad to fee hi? friends with true Gern^fi^ 

liberality* He h«3 no iprt of pridetlQvespleafiv^ 

and good cheer, but not fo as to ncgleft bufi- 

neiiB. He is ft man of gpod parts^ and a very 
foqod lawyer ; for wbi<;h reafon he U generally 

employed a9 one of the dul^^u egmniifliQn^r* 
at the pnmncial diet» frenA ^epee he la b«t 

juft returned. In his feveral fijnftipns, he givc^ 

^eat {ati$£i^on ; fo that he i« b4oved a^d qn^ 
envieds though a favourite of the fovereigo. 

Ther^ are many other an^iable perfons pf 
both (exe9 at this cQwt» Imt I h^ve not fyH- 

cient time to delineate their feveral charafters. 

Neither^ iadeed» have I had leif^re and 9ppor«* 
tunity tQ make fuch acquaintance with ^9 

lyftriou$ a group, as would enabi^ to O^tPh* 

9tueh Lefs to finiih, all tb^^ir fwtw^ For i& h 
npt with J»« h^rc as at Strejitz, where J vifilA, 

X 2 and 
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and was perfcmally stc^uainted with^vcry body 

of any rank : this is a much larger field ; and 
my ftay has been too Ihort to form a gallery of 
paintings ; befides, moft of my time, both here 
and at Ludewigs-Luft, has been fpent in con- 
Terfing with their ferene highnefles. I lhall 
now finifli this long digreffion, and return to 
the fcene of my dii^g at comty which was on 
Saturday the 22 d inftant 

The CQnverfation chiefly confifted in inquiries 
after my rambles about Llidewigs-Luft, and my 
opinion of the beauties of that delicious place. 
The account I gave Was fuch as gave them plea- 
fure ; for no people iii the world teem to take 
agreater delight in confolting a Granger's amufe- ' 
ment After dinner princefb Ulrica order- 
ed her coach to carry me to a fine deer park, 
called the Werder, in the neighbourhood of 
this city, and defired the marflial of the court, 
baron Lutzow, to accompany me. The Wer- 
der i& not above Aree ikiiles diftant from 
hence ; it is properly an ifland, joined to the 
main-land by a wooden-bridge. It is certain- 
ly a moft delightful park, well ftocked with 
all forts of game. There is an eminence in the 
middle, with a gentle afcent ; and on the top, 
a very good houfe, from whence I had a de- 
lightful profped of all the fine coimtry around, 
and of the lake of Schwerin. Over-againft this 
iAmother park, called the Kanincben Wer* 
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' def^y in an ifland on the Schwerin lake, to 

which the garrifon of Schwerin retired upon 
the approach of the Pniilian8» in the late war. 
There they maintained themfelves againft the 
enemy, till the latter ev;sLCuatcd th^ country. 
We drove round the park» and came to a pre- 
cipice on the. b^nks of the lake, twenty-four 
feet l^gh, from whence one of the duke's 
pages jumped down, not long ago, out of a 
frolick^ as the marflial ailucedme, without re- 
ceiving any hurt Night approaching,, we re- 
turned to Schwerin. I then paid a vilit to ba- 
ron Zulow, and chatted with him a good part 
of the evening. From thence we adjourned to 
court, and found the pri^c^ ^nd princeiTes 
going to fupper. The company were - very 
merry ; princefs Ulrica talked now and then a 
little Engliih, . and after fupper we withdrew 
to her highnefs's appartment There flie fhew- 
ed mis a number of Engliih prints, and among 
the rdl that of Mr. Garrick, in the charafter 
of Richard III. The fame of this celebrated 
aAor has reached this part of the world, 
and her highnefs often fpeaks of him, as an ex- 
traordinary genius. 

By what I can find, they would be glad to 
have a theatre in Schwerin ^ but the duke, for 

♦ That is, the rabbit Ijlaffdy Wtrder properly fignify- 
in^ ifland in ^ riycr. 

X3 the 
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the reafons already ttifentlOned, does hot tole-- 
tkU tvLth entertaitmieati. NettiKx ttc dkefe 
iny t)ublic fiffdmbne^ itk the difUe i lAlt Atf 
play at cards how and thth in private. 
Fiince Lewis has % ttrntttt tv^tt a week» 

Thurfdays and Saturdays, in hh owfi apart- 

^eht ; and the n6bleffe have alternately af- 

fcmblles at their houses ttvo Ot three times 
a week. The prince and princeiTes gO to the& 
^embliesy where the only divetflon is ektd- 

playingi much in the (ame nature 15 at ouf 

drums and routs ; they neithei- eat not dHnk 

the whole tiitte, and it fAhe iht company te- 
tires. Moft of the nobleffe keep coathts, and 
never walk out WithOtit 1 ifemnt. Theire 

are no hackney coachts, but chaii^, which 

will tarry y6u to any part of the iowa fot 

fix-pence. There arfe three or four coffee* 
houfes for the burghei^^ and one for the 
taoblefie ; for thefe two Orders never iish 
termix. It is furprizing with what a high 
hand the nobility carry it in this totmtry ^ 
they will fcarce convcrfe with a commoner, 
except upon bufinef«, and feei^ to look 
on plebeians as a different l)>ecies. Henee 
it is, that they have fo gre;^t a contempt for 
lrade» and the mechanic arts, and ivonld 

rather ftarve, than degrade themfelves, as 
they call it, by any fuch profeflion. Phyfic, 
however, and the law are in ^b|n6 little 

cfteem 
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efteem among them, ei|>ecially the latler; 
and a plain proof of it is the great number of 
lawyers at Sckwerin^ many of whom make 
handfome fortunes ; yet none of the nobility 
bring up their children to that profefHon. 
Thofe of fmall fortunes feek employments 
cither at court or in the army ; from which 
the burghers feem to be abfolutely excluded. 

Thus you fee, that Schwerin affords but lit- 
tle entertainment to thofe who are fond of 
gaiety and pleafute. But as this is not my 
aim, I pafs my time very agreeably, in con- 
verling now with the learned, and now with 
the ladies and gentlemen at court. I break- 
fafi always at my inn, from thence I go to the 
archives, then Wait upon princefs Ulrica, 
where I hear her read fome Englifli book, and 
difcourie with her a little in our language. I* 
dine iat court, the afternoon I make, vifits, 
and fpend the evening at the caftle. This af- 
fords ttke fufficient amufement, and I do not 
regret tl^ want of more fafliioliable diverfionSf 

I wa^ invited a day or two ago by the mar^ 
lhal of the court to go with him to the coffee^ 
houfe frequented by the nobleffe, in order to fed 
their inannei^ of (pending the evening. It ftandft 
almoft iti the middle of the town, and the 100ms 
for company are on the firil floor. We went 
up ilair^, and found a good many gentlemen, 
(hiefly officers, moft of whom I had feen at. 

X 4 court. 
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court There were two pretty large rooms, 
well illuminated; and in the largeft of the 
two was a billiard table, as in moft Ger- 
man coffec-houfes. None but the noblefie 
are admitted into this houfe; as for the 
burghers, procul ejle profam. Part of the 
company were playing at billiards, others 
finoking their pipes, others drinking punch 
and w'ine; and in the leiTer room w^re two 
card*tables, with company playing. Every 
one calls for what he pleafes, and is well ferv-^ 
ed« I converfed a while with fome of the con)* 
pany, then read the news papers, which amufed 
the time till nine o'clock. The marihal's fon, 
a very pretty young gentleman, who was bred 
at Vienna, propofed going with me to court; 
his father, on account of hi$ age, always 
flipping at home. After we had £it down to 
table, princefs Ulrica happened to alk ip^ ]iow 
I came to write the hiftory of her country f 
and when I had iatisfied her highnefs, fhe told 
me, that her defires were now fulfiUed, for 
that ihe had often wiihed, from the firft time 
of feeing my hiilory, that the author would 
come and pay ^ vifit to Mecklenburg. Up? 
on our adjourning as ufual to her apart-? 
ment, ihe Ihewed me ^ Engliih letter . 
written that day by way of exercife, and I 
was fiirprifed at her progrefs. Her high- 
neis i|itend$ *to get an Engliih bible, which 

I re^ 
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I recommended to her as a good way of ac- 
quiring a variety o£ words. Miis Wurmb al- 
io {hewed me an Engliih letter of her inditing; 
but it was much inferior to that of princels 
Ulrica. 

The next morning baron Zulow called upon 
me in his coaeh» to take me with him to coun- 
fellor Schmidt's, whofe indifpofition was fomc- 
thing abated* The counfellor received us 
with great regard, and made us ftay to break- 
falL The converfation turned chiefly on the 
iSam of Mecklenburg ; on which occafion, 
M. Schmidt entered into the particulars of the 
late ravages of the Pruilians, and promifed to 
give me an authenticaccount of them in writing. 
I adjourned by appointment to Mr. WeifTe's, 
in order to fee his cabinet of curioiities. Mr« 
Weifle, who is alfo one of prince Lewis's gen- 
tlen^eUt ponducled me, in the moft polite man- 
ner^ to his cabinet His colleAion indeed is 
excellent, confilUng of follils, minerals, flones, 
and ihellst in the greateft variety. Such coir 
leftions are no where more common than in 
Mecklenburg ; there is hardly a town of any 
note without a virtuofo. 

M# Weiffe is not only a collector of curioli- 
^esy but a philofophen Talking of the petri- 
iied fhells found on the tops of mountains, 
jbe faid it was the comnaon opinion, that either 
fl^f fea If ad fqrnieHy reiiched to that diftance^ 
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fo as to leave thofe fliells bebindy Or that thef 
had been depolitcd there by the general de- 
luge. But this way of accounting for it feenvs 
infuffident ; beeaufe thoft ihelU ait difcovered» 
not only on the top, but in the very heart and 
center of the mountains^ where it is very 
improbable the fea^water eould ever reach. 
He is therefore of opinion, that perfed tefla^^ 
eeous animals never could grow any where 
but in the fea, their flefli being formed by 
that vifcous matter in the fait water, of which 
tbmt philofophers affirm, that eels are alfo en* 
gendered. But as for their ^ells, he lays, they 
may grow on any place that has fand and hu« 
midity enough to form a cement. And to 
this purpofe he quoted Ariilotle, in his hiftory 
of animals, 1. 5. c. 15. wheire that philofo* 
pher fays, that conchay camoi^ ungues^ & fcdinesy 
beis arenofts ortus fui initia tafiunt. fience it 
tomes to pafs, that as nature is fupplied in 
the fea with fand and humidity, of which the 
flicll is formed, and moreover with that vifcous 
fnatter which conftitutes the £lelh, it is there 
«>nly that perfeft teftaceoils animals can have 
their birth. But on mountains, and other fatidy 
or gravelly places, which want |he above vifcOus 
matter, the flxells only can be formed, which 
may be called natura incboatiams^ there npt 
being fufficient matter to complete their gene- 
f^ation. And hi^nce alfo it is, that Ihells are 

z often 
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ofteh {blind tftn ih ftoneii, be^tilb th6 fame 

fand that forms the fhtlh, contributes like<- 
wife to the generation of the ftohes^ and ce^ 
wents or joins them together. And with 
fbfficient tnoifture living fiih might have beea 
alfo fbund) M thete haye been inftanoes of cn\A 
weighing four pOilndSy diftovered in the hoi* 
low of two large fioned, joined dofe together* 
There was not tim^ to enter into a dilV 
tuffion of this point} neither did I think 
proper to ^krgiie inutli with a gentleman^ 

. who was treating me With fo much ci- 
viliQr. i thereforett turned him thanks for the 
•fight Of his curiofities 5 and dinner-time being 
at hand^ made the beft of my way to court 
There tkt 2l nobleman at table, 'w^om 1 had 
not feen before, namely, baron forftencr, the 

fteward of the houihold, who was juft return- 
ed from the provincial diet, held at the town 
of Malchin. The baron had aMed at the 
aflembly, as the duke of Schwerin's commif- 
fioner, in conjUndion With M. Seip, commif- 
fioner from hk hlghnefe of Strelitz. He enter- 
tained me with an account of the tranfaftions 
of the diety which iat but a fortnight Upon 
my taking notice of the fhortnefs of the (eflion, 
he laid, that the parliaments of England and 
Mecklenburg met much about the fame tlmcj 
but the latter difpatched buiinels much quick- 
er thati the fonner, | made anfwer, that I 

believed 
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believed their parliament had not that variety o£ 
l>ofine(8 on their hands, or thejr certainly could 
not break up fo foon. He fmiled, and faid, it was 
true. I obferved die room to be tet round with 
tables, on which were fpread all forts of mer- 
cery goodsy filks, fluffs^ velvets, brocades, 
befides toys of various forts, as watches, 
ihuff'boxes, &c. This was a fight altogether 
Aew to me; and upon alking the reafon, they 
t^ld me, it was a mercer from Guftrow, who 
comes hither to vend his goods two or three 
time9 a year ; and to (ave the ladies trquble^ 
the court is his fliop. I was furprifed at 
this ii^dulg^ce ; but cuilom baniihes, or, at 
leaft, reconciles us • to all impropriety. After 
^ner the company went and viewed the 
goods, and fome bought, while others only 
looked on. From thence we a4iourned tQ 
pinceis Ulrica's apartment, wlwc her high- 
nefs and Mifs Wurmb Ihewed me, each, ano- 
ther Englifh letter of their inditing; which, 
cpnfidering the Ihort time they kave been 
learning, viz. only two months, were tole* 
rably well penned. The princefs's teacher wa^ 
there, and made an apology for not having 
corre^ed any errors^ becaufe he would, let 
me fee the letters exadly as they came fironi 
their hands. His name is KoIbe,a native of Straf- 
burg; he is a well bred fenfible n^n, ^nd fpeak^ 
pretty- good Englifh, but with ^ fpjreign ac- 
cent 
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cent The princefs then read a few pages out 
of Sir Charles Grandifon, but with a better ac* 
cent than her inafter. Thus the time paffed 
till about fix o'clock, when*the princd's in- 
vited mc to the affembly, which was to be 
held that evening at baron Schuchman's. I 
thanked her highnefs for the honour done me^ 
and attended her to the baron's. 

This nobleman is an officer in the regiment 
of guards, a man of very good fenfe, and grave 
deportment. His houfo is not fo handfome as 
convenient and well fumiilhed. The company 
was very numerous, fgme above, and.fome be« 
low lUirs. There was a brilliant appearance of 
ladies, many of whom are lingular beauties; 
and 1 muft obfc;rve to you, in general, that the 
{ex in Mecklenburg are remarkably handfome. 
• Madam de Lutzow and madam de Victinghoff 
leemed to eclipfe the reft by the fuperior luftre 
of their charms, Card tables were fet in every 
rooni 'f and fome played at whift, others at om- 
bre and quadrille. I had the honour of {daying 
at ombre, a little while, with princefs Ulrica 
and colonel Both. We afterwards changed 
hands, for I had almoft forgot the game, and ba- 
ron Forftener took my place ; I then got among a 
circle of young ladies, who played atcommerce, 
a game which amufes me the moil, requiring 
little attention. The company were furpri-. 
lingly chearful ; laughing and chatting all the. 
time 'f and an agreeable circumftance to me was, 

that 
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that I neither won nor loft. Thus we beguilod 
the hours till paft nine» when the company £ep^ 
rated. Upon our removing to princefs Ulrica's 
apartmenty the pnaceli a^d Mift Wurmb ihew« 
ed me two ihort tranflations of theirs, from 
the German into Englifh. I commended what 
was right, and took the liberty to corrtft- their 
miftakes, for which they kindly thanked me. 
Thus I officiate here every day as her high- 
nefs's prxccptor in the Engliih language. Prin- 
cefs Charlotte^ who has not yet been admitted 
H member of this academy, liftens with gmt 
attention, and fmiles at the eager feduUty with 
which her good fitter, {irincefe Ulrica, applies 
to her Englifh ftudies. When the hour of 
withdrawing cpmes, the prince and two prin* 
ceffes embrace one another with as much ten- 
dernefs as if they were at a long reparation. 

The next morning baron Zulow called upon 
Hie with the draught of the palace of Lu- 
dcwigs-Luftf w}uch tlie duke had been fo good 
as to fend me at foon as finiihed. He told 
me there wa^ to be a concert in the even- 
ing, At prince Lewis's apartment, where his 
highnefs would be glad to fee me. This in- 
vitation was very acceptable, as you know I 
am a lover of mufic. Before I waited on prin- 
ccfs Ulrica, at the ufual time in the forenoon, 
I went to tct feme paintings in M. Matthieu's 
apartment M. Matthieu is a native of FruiSa, 

now 
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now intirely retained in the duke's fervicCf 
The colledion aqfwered my expectation \ it conir 
lifts chiefly of pcnrtraitf of the ferene familfy 
extremely w^l dpnQ« Thofe I ^c^QUr^d inoft 

were the young prince^ hi$ govefnon bwm 

d'Ufedom, the two princeffes, and Mifs Wurmb, 
After I had furveyed thi^ colle^ion, M. M^t* 
thieu carried me to lignora Afiahile'9 apartments 
where I was a^rqeaUy entertained, for above 
an hour, with a variety of Venetian lbngs« 
Signora Affabile is a native of Venice, and a very 
good linger : Ihe is lodged and boarded at the 
eaftlet and ha$ a handfome £ilary from prince 
Lewis. After dinner we adjourned to princefs 
Ulrica's apartment, where the princefs and mifi 
Wurmb £hewed fne their Englifli exercifes of 
that day» very prettily done, and defired my re- 
marks, which I gave them with my ufual free- 
dom ; for they did not want to be compligjent- 
^ but to be let right. Thus the afternoon 
paffed till fix o'clock, when we adjourned to 
prince Lewis's apartment, to aflift at the concert. 

I was furprifed to find fo little company, and 
much more fo wiven I beard the performance,, 
which I aifure you was excellent Befide the 
prince and princeffes, there were only a few la- 
dies belonging to the ciourt, and the wint de 
Flohr. The gentlemffi, it feems, ehufe to di- 
vert themfelve3 at the coffee-houfe, either at 
biUiard$ or c^ds, till the concert is o^, and 

then 
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then come to fuppef. The concert*rooni is large 
and commodious, and adorned with handfome 
pi6hire8. The band of muficis very good ; the 
firft violin is a native of Hanover, who alfo plays 
imll on the harpfichord Prince Lewis plays the 
fecond violin. The fingers are princefsr Char- 
lotte, Mifs Wurmb, and fignora Amabile, and a 
man who fings the bafe. Signora Amabile has att 
excellent voice, a good ear, and great judgment. 
Princefe Charlotte lang feveral Italian fongs 
with inexpreffible grace ; I muft own I was quite 
enchanted with her performance, and might 
fay with the ecftafied Italian, poco mancS cbe nm 
rejlajfx in cielo. 

From her e'en Philomel might leam to Cng, 
And in a fof ter ftrain ialute the fpring* 

Yet as all earthly pleafures have fome alloy, my 
raptures were now and then interrupted by an 
impudent monkty, who was chained to a long 
pole in the concert-room. This animal had got. 
a-topof the pole, and feemed to be very attentive 
to the muiic, when a little Italian greyhound 
made his appearance, and invited monfieur to 
come down. The monkey no longer paid any. 
attention to the muiic, Init obeyed the grey- 
hound's call, and their fportive gefticulations 
fet the company a-laughing. This fcene was 
ftveral times repeated, to my no finall mor« 

tification. 
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tificatioii ; Ifor I coUld hoi bUt ittl a jaft indig- 
nation, tliafc ah ^hteftainitieht of to delicatd 
a nature ihould ht thus uxtSrtll^ted by to cOn- 
temptibie ah ahihid. 

During flipper, we tad a gbbd deal of cbn- 
yeriatibn with iregard to thfe ft&te 6t WU^c iii 
England, and the opera in thfe Haymarket. 
the age of foihe perfonS beittg afterwards quef- 
ttbhed, prihcefs ttlriea of^femd, th&t ^rihtH 
and princefles have one great advantage^ 
that their s^e is recorded^ and a matter of 
public knowledge j which prevents the vanity 
of concealing thpir years, and pretending to be 
younger than they really are. The diJcourfe 
was then changed to Mr. Wilkes and lord 
Chatham, wha are continually the topic of 
converfation in this part of the world. I find 
thai many of the gentry h^re Uno^ very Iti^tle 
of the conftitution of England; and I have 
often been obliged to fet them right upou 

perfons of the?f Itberal education could iiot btf 
ihiac^ttalliCed. But t hiyeoh&r^iid th« tm^i 
igtforahce in fh&Ct Md ^tacly j itid^ generally 
fpeaking, very few people fra^e i rfgBtt: idtsi of 
the conftitution and government of any other 
country than their owi^ ; 2tti(i even in regard 
. to that, how many are deficient ! 

In returnmg hdme, I felt it piercingly cold. 
Tk& froft is fet in already, and threatens a fe« 
vere winter. It is time to be gone ; I have 
You IL Y tranfcribed 
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tranfcribed what I wanted in the archives, 
and received fev^ral original papers from 
counfellor Schmidt, and other literati. I pro« 
pofe therefore taking my leave of their ferene 
highnefles to*morrow or next day, and then 
for Hamburgh. My ftay in that city fliaU 
be as fhort as pollible; fo that your next 
may be directed to me at Amfterdam. My 
mind is now all in a hurry, and a ftrange. 
agitation. 

There's a time when e'en the rolling^ 
year 

Seems to {land ftill ; dead calms are in tlie 
ocean, 

. When not a breath difturbs the drowfy 
waves : 

. But man, the very monfler of the world^ 
Is ne'er at at reft . 

However, I hope I ihall reft a-wiiile at my re« 
turn to- London; the. toils and perils of tra- 
velling being over, I fhall there divide my 
* time between friends and books, a term moft 

anidoully deftrcd by. 

Dear Sir, 

LET- 
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« 

, Bchuttrhif DiOmUr 1766* 

• Dear Sir, 

PRINCE Lewis did .nie the honour yefter- 
day morning to invite me to breakfail^ 
in order to give me a full view of his cabinet 
of medals, which I had feen but very curfori- 
I7 at my firft arrival. It is really a fine collect 
tion, fuperior to any in this country, except 
that of M. Neuman^ Syndic of Roftock. I ftaid 
with the Prince the whole, morning, exa- 
mining into thofe which are reckoned the 
Inoft fcarce atnd curious. His^bighnefs niado 
feveral judicious remarks on many of the me* 
dais, and I aHure you is a connoideun A 
knowledge of the medals of a country is 
no inconliderable part of its hiftory ; and be- 
iides the gratification of a liberal curiofity^ 
leads us to a more accurate acquaintance with 
events, which,' otherwiie^ would be under*^ 
fiood but very . imperfefflyi From the affec- 
tion you bear to the hiftory of this. i:oun-> 
try, yoQ feetti. very defirous I ihould .fend 

i y 2. you 
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you an account of its medals and coins ; 
. and I have ufed all my endeavours to acquire 
as much knowledge of the futgcJ^i:, as may 
enable me to gratify your curiofity. But you 
are fenfible, it is too large an undertaking to 
co^p^eh^nd wit^iin tli^e limi|s of ^lettqip ^ I lliall 
therefore only lend you a fpedmen at prefent, 
relating to the gold coins j and defer treating 
of the others till I have more leifure and op^ 
portunity. I muft previoufly obferve, ^at 
there is no fuch thing as a medallic hifiory of 
Mecklenburg ; yet the coiua wd tMdaH <|f 
this country are not ojcijy very ijiunaerous, 
but many, of them rem^ta b lf V^Wfi I 
flatter myfidf, that you will be ple^^f d 
the following eflay ; in which I ha^ve b^e^ 
chiefly s^ffifled by my kaf firiffud. pro^qfl^y 
iEpinus of Butzow. 

So l^te as the lath c^taqf ^eas. 
coin in Mecklenburg ; all bufinefs was tranfa^- 
ed by barter or ejich^oge. But the commei^Q^ 
of the Uanle towns, pr marithoM cities, s^tec- 
wards introduced the ufe of Q^pney.. The Jhs 
mtm^atidh or privilege of COi]|Ulg» Moog«^.tjM| 
dukes of Mecklenburg jure terrUorii^ and not J 

1i»y.any imperial grant ; £o£ before thisy wjm 
made princes of theeinpice in 1348^ they coi»» 
ed money, and had. con£gcr£d t^ai; fame righi;^ 
or jus monetamU^ on the city of Roftod^ The 
firftijpecie. was the pfennings,, ill miiued, and 
on account of. their being, very thin aa4 

• I tic. 
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tte, by iht vtifgar called chaffinches eyes. 
r&^ ii^He (iotrkni Hi (hi i^ih titii^T^, ind 

tthikcd witA a bifelO's titidy the anclett arms 

of (hi mitt hriOf. At tkat time for t^-eigbt 
pfcxlmi^gs made a: mark, 'this fmalt ^pecid 
lifed to bt d£tiHie6 in v^eigAt ; and thus five 
{ASiindi) 6f cKa^ifiliches ifti iitibuMh^ io ive 
riiafks. TA^ cllaAlncfids eyes iicing fo very 
bvitllte, tir^f ^ iepi in bag^, Ai^'d6 goa^s llms, 
wRfcfi the women u/ed ^6 han^ upon their 
|^dl<£l. In' paying a larse.fum, the^ wett' pit 
ih\o i liip^^r iM^&^X. mi the public 
^6v(diig tired oi fuch' brittle fp ecie, the rianfe 
towns csifitit^^A^^kr, aiid if a^btirg^ firi^ 
coined the hard fchxllings, in 1468. Twelve 
fchiUings were reckoned to make a florin. A 
pound of pure filvcr at that time coft two 
pounds and fifteen fclullings in fpecie \ and a 
pound of filver melted down, was made to 
anfwer three pounds and nine pfennings. Mo- 
ney was afterwards greatly adulterated, in 
confequence of granting the privilege of coin- 
age to fuch a number of ddes. Thus 
the intrinfic value of the fpecie no longer ' 
cpri^fpOnded with the denomination. This 
avarice of the imperial cities, and of many of 
the German princes, was reprefented to the em- 
• peror Sigilmund ; who ifliied an edid, that any 
city, town, or company, debafing the fpecie, 
ihould pay a hundred weight of gold, and be 
for ever deprived of the privilege of coining. 

Y3 . To 
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Tq determine the precife time when gold* 

\yas firft coined in Mecklenburg, . is extremely- 
difficulty if not impoffible. Fj^oqi the beft obt 
fei vations and enquiries, gold coin does not 
appear to have been current here before the • 
year 1441 and the firft pieces were Lubeck 
and Rbenifli goid gilders, 'yhe privilege of 
coining gold was pi^cularly confirmed by a 
patent of the emperojr Maximilian I. in 1485,^ 
to the dukes Magni;^ and B^lthafar. . TSe fol«. . 
lowing lift, which I have drawn up for the 
fuller gratification of your particular curioQty^ 
contains all the Mecklenburg coins and medal^ 
fyxc^ that time, in ^ chronological ojrder^ 
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LIST of Mecklenburg Gold Coins 

. and Medals. 

B. (a) Signifies the face of the medal^ or coin y (^b) the 

reverfe,^ 

THE firft Mecklenburg gold coin that I know of is 
a gold gilder, which. In the emperor Chaiks V*s. 
coinage ordinance of the year i55i> chap. IX. §. 8. is, 
denoted thus : 

MeeiUtthurgifcbi Obn. S. ChriJIof. ' 
S. Goldoft's Catholicon Rei Monet. S* 164. In the fame ' 
ordinance, chap. IV* §. 4. the value of the imperial, 
gold-gilder is fet'down at 72 creutzers ; in the valuation 
are mentioned the deficient; and among thefe, this of 
Mecklenburg, the value of which, as of others, is fet 
down only at 69 1 creutzers. In the coinage ordinance of 
the emperor Ferdinand I. in 1559. §' ^7* Goldoft's Ca- ' 
thol. Rei Mon. S. 141. as likewife the firft edition of it, 
publiihed, in fmall folio, at Mentz 1559, by Francis ^ 
Behm, which is now very fcarce, for. 16. a. it like-* 
wife bears the fame mark ; but in Mr. Kahlen's Corp. 
Jur. Publ. p. 544. this is its mark : MeckUnhurgifche S, 
Chrijloff, This gold-gilder is there placed among thofe, 
which, after fix months, were no longer to be current, 
or received in payment. Neither the year in which it 
was coined, nor tne prince to whom it is to be aicribed^ 
are known. It Is not improbable, \^at .the dukes Mag- 
mis and Balthazar, having obtained the Imperial privi- 
lege, did not delay making i^feof it; and thus began' 
their gold coinage, as before it had been limited to 
filver. The mark Ohn$ St, Cbri/Iofy feems to figni fy, 
that even gold-gilders, to be compleatly current,- muft* 
bear the ftamp of that Saint. It is in vain, I fi^ar, to 
wifli for a fight of fuch a gold'^gilder-; the deficient coins,* 
by an ordinance of the emperor Ferdinand, have been 
melted down, and thus are no longer In being.. 

• 

, Duke Albert the Handsome. . 

2. A gold-gilder, (a) Our Saviour confecrating a cha- 
lice, which he holds in his hand. Jlkertus, De, Cra. Dux. 

Y4 M.{bl 
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M. (h) Five coats of arms cro^^wi^e^ Momta. Novd* 
jturea. Due. Mag. 

Sec IVeafurc of all the Species, Form^, ^ryj Sorts pt 
Gold and Silver Coins ; Antwerp 1580. fol. n. S. 6. a» 
where you have a plate of this coin ; and its weight is faid 
to be two drams and twelve grains. Duke Albert had 
many difputes with his brother duke Henry, the Peace- 
able, concerning the partition of the country; which 
at length were accommodated, by a twenty years cpnveijp 
tion made at Wifmar in 1534. He died in 1547. Th<j* 
both brothers governed in common^ and, fometimes coin* 
cd in common, yet each feparately caufed feveral lareer 
and fftsaller pi^es to be coiof 4^ af^i^i^ tbei{ particular 
name. ' ' * 

Thefe gold-gilders I look upon to be one of^ the. (jqarccft 
Mecklenburg coins. Whether the image, with. t^e cha- 
Jice on the face, be our Saviour, according to th(^ book 
above mentioned, I know not. In the lift of coins, with 
the cflBgics of faints, which is to be found in the third 
drawer of Mr. Grofch*s cabinet, lately made public, it is 
^bferved that the Cleves and Mecklenburg coins haye 
the Evangclift Johi^ holding a ch^lic^ qr cup»^ wiih s^iie(* 
pCAt or afj^ic it. 

Duke John Albert I. 

3. A ducat, (tf) The dukeVbuft wgith a hat on* 
iftm. Jfkr^ D. G. Dux. Mfg(^» 1554, {k) T^^cm.^Xr. 
a^ms. Prtmi' Oh TtlUmur, 

The words Qi| tk^B reverfe aret ^'^^'fitftf'ilVtfl uKmuri 
toA tliefamct a^ s^pyo^te to the times, wer/9. likiewUi:. 

put on fi>8)e Amlftqimyt H, tb;^c turbnleitt jim&i 
tyxt. 

Omccyiotii:* 

4*; A gold piece, {a) The duke's buft in .high relievo, 
I//. H. Z. Meci, {h) The arms with the fupporters and 
creft. 7 he weight of this piece I never he^rd fpe^i^r 
fied. 

5. A gold piece. (^3) The buft very prominent, th^ 
head covered j round it 1562. Ulrlck. Hert* Z. MickheU 
hur. {b) The coat of arms complete. Herr GoU, Ver letch. 
Urn. GriaJ. Weighs three ducats, and, like the formeri, 
has the appearance of being caft. 

6. A ^old fiece, (^J The bijft. Ulridn fj^pzifg. Z. 
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JEtatis. 7j. (b) The duchefs's buft, V. G. G. 
Ama Q, Z. 5. /. H, S. M^ck. tV, This piece, which 
appears likewife to have be^ii caft, weighs near five du- 
cats. Duke Ulriclc was borA the twenty-Rrft of April 
J527, and <)ied the fourth of March 1603. His wi- 
dow poffibly might have ordered fuch pieces for the ce- 
lebration of his obfequies, and diftributed on the occa- 
fipQ ; oa^i^ fiippofition, the. kgend on the reverfe is. 
cahly made out : V, G. G. Anna gehohrne zu Stettin Pom^ 
num^ Hertzogin zu Mecklenburg ff^ittive, 

The three preceding pieces were probably, accor- 
/ ding to the cuftom of thofe times, ftruck for medals to be 
given away occafionally. 

' 7. A gold piece of the dimenfions, and the fame im- 
prei£on, of one of this duke's dollars. Its, weight is that 
of a Portugucfe crufado. 

S0PHIA> DUKE» Vl»IcV BAVOHTSK) OOWSORT M 
FrEDERJ^K II. K^NG OF. DENMARK. 

The medals on, the marriages of perfons of the ducal 
family with foreign princes or princefTes, are intitled to 
. a plac^ here, a« ajipertaioing to t^e hiilory of the ducal 
houfe. 

8. {a) The king's buft, bare-headed, and a quilled 
rufF; under it 1587. Fredericus II. D. G. Dania, Nor- 
vegia, Z. Rex, {b) The queen's buft, the head cover- 
ed, and a broad ruff". Sophia Konnigin. Zu. Denmarck, Z. 
See a plate of it in Oligeri Jacobcei Mufeum Regium 
Danicum, edit. 2. p. LXXVII. n. 21. 

9. A fmall round coin, (a) The king's buft. Frederic 
(US II. D.G.^R, D.N. (b) The queen's, buft. S^fbia^ . 
J), G. Regina Dan. Jacobo&us I. c. 11. 23. 

10. (tf) The queen's- buft, as in number 6. Sophia 
Konigin. Zu Denmarck, {b) The fain^ ' figure as on- tho 
other fide. Jacobceus 1. c. n. 24. 

11. {a) The queen's buft in a broad quilled rufF. 
Sophia Konigin, Zu. Denmarck. Z. (b) The Mecklenburg 
arms. Gottm Vtrkft* Die* Seimn^^Nicht. 1591% J&cobceus U 
c* n. 25* 

12. An oval coin, ftamped only on one fide. The- 
queen's buft in mourning. Sophia Konigin, Zu Denmarck* 

Jacoboeus L c n* 26. 

I j|. A (mail oy^l coiiL j^^i) as (he fofoief . Sophia KmI* 



Digitized by Google 



330 LETTER 

gin, Zu, Denmarck. {b) The Mecklenburg arms* 
^erlefl, Dei. Semen, Nicht, i6i6. Jacobceus I. c. n. 27. 

The preceding coins are in the king's cabinet at Co- 
penhagen. Jacobceus p. 77. fays concerning theoiy 
Nummi ejufmodi bullae erant Reginae iniiiii£centiiBlllS 
quibus fuos dientes dccorare folica eft. - 

The Dukes Adolphus Frederick I. and John Al- 
bert IL • 

. 14. MednK {a) The bufts of both dukes* {k) A pe- 
lican, tearing up its own breaft, to feed the young ones 
with its blood. This piece was ftruck for the public 
entry of the dukes into Guftrow» on the country being 
feftored to them in 1631, and were thrown among the 
people on diat happy event. 

THE GUSTROW LINE. 

Duke John Albert IL 

15. Ducat. U) The duke ered, and armed cap-a pie, 
with his left hand refttng on his fword. V. G, G. Hans. 
Mrechu C. E, R. H. Z. Mecb. F. Z. IF. G. Z. S. (b) 

The arms. Non eft mmaU quad opto, 1633. 
The letters C, E. R, undoubtedly mean Coadjutor 

E^ilcopatus Raceburgenfis. ^ 

Dure Gustavus Adolphus. 

16. Ducat, (a) The duke's buft. D. G* Gujiav, AdoU 
phusy Dux MeckL {b) The arms furmounted with a 
prince's cap, ^id retribuam Domino^ 1 666*^ 

17. Ducat like the former, 1668. 

18. Ducat of the year 16714 See David. Richler, 
Nummi Sacri, §. 15. 

19. Ducat as numcro 16, of the year 167Z. Sec 
Kohler Ducatcn Cabinet, part. 2. lc(5l. 621. 

20. Ducat, as the former, of the year 1674. 
.21. Ducat of the year 1675. 

22. Ducat, (a) The buft. D. G. Guft, Adolp, Dux 
. ^eckl. (b) The arms, ^id retribuam Domino^ 1680. 

23. Ducat, [a) The buft. D, G, Guft, Adolphus Duk. - 
MeckL (b) The arms, ^id retribuam Dmino, 1686* 

.24. Ducat, as number 22, 1687. 

25. Ducat, (a) The buft. D, G. Guftau, Adolp. Dux. 
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MeckJb, (b) The arms; ^uid retn huam^ (thisdivi-^ 

£on of the word is on each tide of the prince's hat) Dami-^ 
noy 1688. 

26. Ducat^ like the former, 1689. 

Princess Eleonora. 

27. Medal, weighing two ducats, {a) The arms. X>€i 
Graiiom Gujiav. Adolpbus Dux* MtckL (^} Anm qm air ' 
fi^lima friweps Eleonora prinwgenita domus^ foft ftUtiUr fe- 
taOfun vita curriculum beata morte^ 24 Februarit^ extivHa^ * 
wutgnum Jul reltquit dijiderium. 1672.— ^Tbis medai is 
Ilkewifc in iilver i weight 8 groiches. 

Princess Sophia, consort to Duke Christian' 

Ul&IC of WyRT£MB£RG-0£L3» AND BeRNSTADT* 

28. Gold medal weighing 10 ducats, of the year 1701, 
with the bufts of the duke and his ' confort facing each 
ed^er. See Dewerdedk Silefia Numifmatica, Tab. ax. 
o* 54 p. 475, 476. ' 

29. A medal weighing 18 ducats, for the duchefs's 
birt|i-day i702* The bufts of the duke and duchefsir 
There is alu> one in filver, weighing two ounces. See 
Pewerdeck 1. c. n. 55*. p. 456. 477. 

30. Ducat, (a) The duke's buft. 2>. G, Cbrifi. Wr: 
Dux. W. r. /. S. O. Et. B. {b) The dutchefs's baft. D. 
G. Due. W, T. I. S. Ob. B. N. D. M. P. W. 
8.R. 

Priucbss Louisa, marribb to Frederick IV. 

KING OE DrKMARK. 

31. Double ducat, {a) The king's buft. Fred. IV. D^ 
G. Dan. N. V. Rex, 1705. (b) The queen's hurt. 
Louifa D. G. Dan, N. V. G. Rex. See Numophylacium 
Ehrencronianum, p. 299. n. 218. 

32. Double ducat (^7). The king's buft. Fred. IV. D. 
G. Dan. Nor, V. G- Rex, 1705. {b). The queen's buft.. 
f^ouifa D, G. Reg. Dan. Nor. Van. Goth, 

33. A fmall neat medal. (^) The king's buft, and 
ftile. {b) The queen's buft and ftile. Is k quarter of a 
l^cat. 

34. Small medal, {a) The queen's buft. (b) The 
fun. Legend, U Incomparable. Is like the preceding, a 
quarter of a ducat i and both are alfo in iilver. 

Pieces 
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Pieces were alfo ilruck on this queen's mafrriag^, co- 
ronation, birth-day, and delivcfryj bui wbkb hithtfrM 
1 have met with only in illver. • 

* THE SCHWERIN line: 

Adolphus Frederick I. 

35. Gold oval medariion. {a) The dukeV Wft. {JS} 
The duke's confort's bufl. Sakl to weigh near 7 ercfW'ris*. 

^ The like, (i?} The hxiSt in proAkwith (fai^ 
iM\h, Adalph* FruUrkk, H, Z. Mburg, FortiAie Willi i0 
(ails fprcad on a wunged^ bail. Fmmm. in ttmm* Fmi 
Vtu. 

It weighs ntar 7 cfo\K^n^, and' is to ht ftfeh \ti ttit 
duke of Saxe Gotha's cabinet of mtMg, Aopeiiri tb' ttc 
caft. See Tensel's Curieufc Bibliotbtqtte. Repafitoi.- 1. 
drawer V. p. 446. 

37. A medal, (a) The buft is a ftifFened rufF. jfdolph* 
FriMr. V, G. G. Hertz, Z. MM F. 2. ^. G. Z. S. D. 
L. R. U. S. H. {b) Fortttoe on a win|i9d baU, wtth 
fome horfemenbyw Ftrtwu*^ im. Firtmii. Farh Um. i6t^ 
Weighs 6 ducats* 

38. One cxaAly of the fiuae impreffion ; Weighings } 
diicatt. 

39* A Iquare medai* with the duke V bUft uni arartl 
•f the year 1633. 

Is fet down at 3 ducats weight, and picfiarved in* thi) 
colle^ion of the late Mr. Niehenk, at Gottenburg. 

40. Ducat, {a) The buft in profile. 
G. H. Z. M. F. Z. A. D. S. (b) The arms widi 
three crefts. K G. Z. $. D, L. R. U. S. An. 1630. 

AU The buft in profile, with' a laced ruffl Ahhhi 
Pndt. K G. G\ H. Z. F. Z, IF. A. D (i) Th« 
srms. f^. G, Z. S, D. L. R. U. $. H. 164a. 'fb^'pie^ 
cet weigh fix diicat8*r 

PmiOB»s ANi«A Maria, coN'soRt' to' Au<2USTU|' 
^ DUKX OF SaXonv. 

42. A ducat, (a) The cypher, A* M- begins the initlai 
letters of the princeis's name, furmounted with a crowrtf 
and within a wreath, Deum HabeU Omnia Habet. [b) 
f/ata. Suer. ix JuL 1627, D^nat. HaL 2m Dec* i669«' 
Si fit. XLIL M, ^.D.iQ. 

A 
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A Silver medal, in value two gold gilder^i was like- 
wiiii ftfuck oa her funeral. 

Dui&B CeisTiah Lewis L 

43. A double ducat, ((i) The buft. Chrtfl, Lud. Z>. 
G. Dux. Megap, Prtnc. Vand. (h) The arms, within 
the French order of the Holy Ghoil, and crowned ua« 
derncatb^ 2681. Jtlmu* Sors^ Mm* 

Duke Frederick William. 
' 44. Ducat, {ft) The bi*ft. fred, miL D. G. Dux. Mk. 

$f^d, OpUh 

45. Ducat, {a) The letters F. W. under a crawiiy i>«. 
Duf. A^tgifp. fmrn- VmiL {h) The arms withui a 

mantle, and fi^rcnounted with a crawn. Tbeta(criptktii« 
I^9t6. Non^-^fi^ Mortale. ^d. Opto, 

46. Ducat, (tf) The>uft. Frii. Wilk D. G. Dmu 
Jidk$. P.. V. A, {b) As numbicr 45. 

47. Ducat, {a) The buft. Fridr, WllL D. (?. Dum. ' 
.MvU (Aj^ The araia crowned. Deu$. Et. Wmmm. 

^Htm* 1701. 

48. Ducat (a). The arms crowned. Fridirkuu WiUi^ 
AvMU MukUnb. (k) Bufl^'s head within, a wreatb. 

Deus. £t. Fortuna. Ducunt. 1701. On both fidet. 

ajTQ tbel^ Uticcs, Z. i^. beings the name of M. Kelp^ 

the m^er of thc^ mint. 
49* A half ducat, entirely lihe the fbcmec* 
5P. A quMier ducat, 4*. . V . 

51* PuCjit, ^0. Fas, Et. Ghria. Ducunt. 

52. A medal, (a) The duke's buft in armour. Fridtf 
tUus. fyiU)slmHS. IX Gu Dnst, Megapolitanus, Pius. Fe&ts 
Inclitus. (b) The two palaces of Schwerin and Gujlrvm^ 
faftened to a chain, with a buffalo's head ^holding it up 
Ui the middle* Dei. Gratia, defaris. Le^ildi. yufiitia. In- 
Che exergue, ImbfiiMii JsMxit Catgna^ Z, D, £ Afm9i 

Wcjgbs 20. ducats. See aUbi fticbteri Nummi Sacn't 
^ f a- 

53. M?(}a1. (a) and (h) both like the former. The 
cxergiie^ IndiJfolubiU Junx 'it Catena. ftmiA. Z MttrU A$. 
j^joi^'. The l^nda i^sr. tSa^ilmn fofttrU. AdU Ma'- 

jtica*,db^r. Weighs 10, ducats. 

54. Medal. 
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. 54. Midal. (a) The two refidentiary palaces of Schibe^ 
rin «i<id Guflrow within a chain, which is held by a hand/ 
Wretched out from the clouds. In the middle of the 
oain IS filpended zpadUckj under it a Jhip at fea. GotU 
Hat. Auf, Zweym. Eins, Gtmacbt. In the exergue, Confoli" 
{fj*a. Axegapolii. 1701. 8 Mar tit, (b) 2 Angels with 
pa!m-brdncnes in their left hand, and in their right hold* 
<i buffalo's head. Und. Mecklenburg. Zur, Ruh, Ge- ^ 
I'-'iuht. The exergue, Gaudium Mecklenburgicum. 176 1, 
ibib of July, Weighs 8 ducats. The three laft pieces 
were jlrucic in commemoration of the union of the two 
ddi hies, and are liktwife in filver. 

55. Ducat, (a) The name in a cypher crowned, (b) 
The arms, and under them 1703. Et> Con/ianter* la- 
the exergue, Z. D, K. 

56. Ducat. (^7) The buft. FrederL WiUfe. D. G. 
Dux, A^egapo. [b) Entirely like the former. 

57. Ditto, except that the infcription on i^a) is, Fridtf, 
Wtlhcl. D G, Dux MegapoL P. V, 

58. Ducat, (a) The buft Frid. IVilhelm. D. G. Dux.' 
Megapol, (c) Like the former. 

59. Half ducat, (a) The buft. Fridr. mihel D. G. 
Dux. Megap. [y) in the center , Half Ducaten. Provide. 
£t. Conjianter. 

60. Q^iarter ducat, {a) Like the former, [^b) In the 
center, garter Ducaten. Provide. Et. Conjianter, 

61. Quarter ducat, as the former, except that the in- 
fcription in (a) is Fredr. JyVhel. D. G. Dux. Megap. 

62. Ducat, {a) The buft. Under it, Z. D. R. Fri^ 
dcr. miheL D. G. Dux. Megapol. P. V. (b) Two per- 
fons of each fex in a bark on the fea. Unum et Commune 
Periculum. 17 03. 

63. Ducat, (a) As the former, {b) As the former. 
In tne exergue, 1704. 

64. Ducat. ((?) As the former. Frid. IVilh. D. G, 
Dux. Alegapol. [b) Unum. El. Commune, Periculum,. In 
the exergue, 1704. • ' ' 

The two perfons are thought to reprefent the duke and 
his confort, on a fuppofuion that thefe medals were ftruck 
on their marriage ; but that having been pofterior to the 
year, the emblem feems to have fomc other allufion. 

65. xVledal. (^) The buft. Under it, /. F. ///irto (the ' 
name of the celebrated medallift) Frider. IVilhelm. D. G, 
Dux. Megap. Princ, Fund, (b) The new Schelf church 

S at 
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at Scbwerin, with the infcription /. F, H.. In DA 
Glmam Et Memoriam. Due, Megap. The exergue, DU 
20 Nov. MDCCX, Weighs lo ducats. It is likewife in 
iilver, weighing an ounce and a half. There werr two 
cvdler medals ftruck on the occafioo, but I have hitherto 
met with them only in filver. 

66. Ducat, with buft and arms 171 1. Prince fs Sophia 
Louifa^ the faid duke's fifter, and married to Frederick 
king of Pruffia. 

67. Medal on their marriage, {a) Jupiter s(nd Juno 
drawn along the clouds in a chariot by two peacocks. 
Nmta Gaudia Mundo. FrinUricus L D. G, Rex. Prmffl 
it Sophia Lauija, Princeps. Mecklen. {b) Two river 
^ods fitting oppofite to each other, with water iiTu- 
.ing from two urns, one with the PruHian eagle on it, and 
the other the Mecklenburgh buffalo's head. Unit, Cognati. 
Fluminis. Vndas. Exergue, Nupuis, D, 21. Nov, Anno. 
1708. FiUc. dliiraiis. Weighs 5 ducats i is likewife in 
filver. 

Duke Charles Leopold* 

68. {a) Cm L, the initial letters of hisr name in a cy- 
pher under a crown, 1723. (^) Ina triangle, a hcait 
crowned, and environed with a glory, and the name of 
Jefua ftamped on it. Hoc, Omnia. Vmcoi. Weight 
twodacats, is likewife in-filver, but very few of them 
coined. As it is the only coin of this prince, and the 
impreffion extremely ddicate, it is very fcarce* 

• 

DvKB Christian Ltwis 11. 

69. Medal, (a) The buft in very high relievo. D. G, 
ChriJ^ianus, Ludovicus D. Megapolitavus. (b) The arms 
within the order of the elephant, and furmounted with a 
lofty crown. Per, Angujia, Ad. Augujin, 1749. Weighs 
10 ducats, and is likewife in filvcr. The duke made me 
aprefent of one of thcfe medals. 

70. Double piftole. [a] The buft. Chriji, Ludov, 
D, G, Dux. Meckknb. [b) The arms on a fhield, within 
the orders of the Elephant and Sr. Andrew, and fur- 
mounted with a crown. 1752. Fir. Angujia. Ad. Au- 

yi. Ditto, pefc£^ly like the former, except the arms be* 
ing in a fmali oval ihield. 

7^ (^) 
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72. (a) The bu^. Chriji, Lud. t>. G. Dux. Meckelh, 
(b) The arms within both the above-mentioned orders, 
above, 1754*. underneath, 5. 77?. O, ti, JT. The firftof 
thcfe letters denotes its value 5 thalCrs, or dollars : 
O. H. K. is the name of Mr. ICnorr, mailer of the 
mint. 

73. (a) The buft. Chrtfi. Ludov. t). G. Dux. Meekly 
[b) (smarter ducat. 1756. Fir. Angujia. Ad. Au^fi^ 

THE STRELITZ LINE. 

DuKB Adolphus Frederick IIL 

74. {a) The buft. G. iM^. FHtlH. AikeSlm. 
Dux, {b) A ehitlclk ifrfdimfcd frdUk ttatf If^^cns, oppcifife 
to it. Faith, wtdi Ihe artehof, and the Mtfekleitt>iirg 

lo's head on it. A. Dt$. The Ikergae, MegapoHs. JaU* 
hns. Arm. 1717. 31 Off. 

75. Ducat. \a) Like the pieeeding* (^} The 
church OR a rock in the middle of the ocean. Cnt/ditm 
Stat. Firma. Del. 

Only tlMree piecds cdndd. Th0 <i»f» bdiii§ fo dkfi- 
gured at the fmirth ftrokeas to be luiAi for alk 

76. ia) Like the former, {b) The heeweniy 

km. Ifii. hgrn. Si. Ctmmt* OrKt* ¥• The exergue 
iike the twopreceding. 

77. {a) The letiere J. F. whUnm bttutiful tofdify 
and a crown. Over it 174 6; {bj JI. TiOif. Ouifmt. & 
H. /. Mmuta. Awm. MtgapoL The letters C. H. /. aie 
the initials oi the name of Mr. JaAer, matter of the 
■iin& 

78 . (a) The initial letters of the naihe as m the fbrmer. 

Over it 1746. (b), L Tuier. Cmr. CLlL l AttneUu 
Aurea. Megapel. 

79. Ca) The initial letters of the name as in tfie for* 
mer. Over it 1747- {b) H. TaUr^ Currants Cm ti, L 
Aioneta, Aurea. MfgapoL 

80. (a) The buft in a full Vigv B. j6. Aiiijpk. 
Frid. III. Mecklenb. Dux. ( bl The arms furmountef 
with a crown 1747. Abovc^ 5 Tdter. Beneath, C £^1 /I 

81. {a) The initial letters 1747. OT. GtiU, 
^Pfennig. M. S. L. M. 

82. {a). A beautiful cypher of the ducal name croWfi^ 
cd, F. Q. G. H. Z. M. Underneath, 1748. {b) TS» 

buffalo's 
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Buffalo's heftd within a moulding, crowacd, Uodcr- 
ncath, 5 77/ehr. C. H. J, 

83. (a) The buft in a full wig. D. G. Mlp. Frld. ItL 
Meckknb. Dux, {b) The arms, crowned, within tbe or** 
dcr of the Elephant. Over it, 1749. Beneath, H, C. B. 
cxpreffing the name of Mr. Baumgarten, mafter of the 
mint. It is a piftole. 

84. A piftole. (a) The biift with a tye wig. D. G. 
JM^. Friidndf. jit Dux. Meckl (b) Like the former. 

85. (a) The initial letters of the names on a cartouche 
crowned ; above, 1 740. {b) I. Thaler. Courr. C. H. /. 

DuKB Adoiphus Fredehic IV. ouii Qjj&ltll*a 

Brother. * 

86. A piftole. {a) The buft in armour. Adolphuu 
Fridtr. IV. D. G, Dux. Megap, (b) The arms, crown- 
lid, within the Saxoft order of the White Eagle. Over it, 
1745. Beneath, H. C, B. 

87. A piftole. (a) The buft in a Roman habit. AdoU 
phus Frid. IF. D. G. Dux, Megap. (b) The arms, crown- 
ed, within the order of the Seraphim. Above. i7C4. 
Beneath, H. C. B. 

II. Albert Wallbnstiin. 

The coins ftruck by him with the Mecklenburg arms, 
with propriety belong to this place. 

88. A golaen piece in the fhape of a dollar, (a) The 
buft. Underneath, 1620. Jlber, D. G, Dux, Megap. 
Fri, Et, Sag. Princ. Vandal, {b) The arms, with the or- 
der of the Golden Fleece. Comes. Suerin, Domin. Rojioch. 
Et. Stargart. Weighs 10 ducats, and was ftruck with si 
dollar ftamp. 

89. Double ducat, fa) The buft. Mertus. D. 0. 
Dux, Megapel. FridL {b) The arms. £t. Sa§a. Princ. 
Vandal. 1631. 

90. Ducat, (a) The buft. Mertus. D. G. Dux, Mi^ 
gapoL Frid/t (bj The arms.. £t. Sagm. Priftc. Vanda. 
1631. 

91. Ducat of the fame year, bMt another impreffipn^ 
with fome fmall differences. 

^ Voi.. II. Z 92, Dttcat. 
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. 02. Ducftt, (a) The hufft. Maius. O. Dux% 
' Alegapol fridl. The arms. Eu Saga. Prhe.VandaU 
it'i'i. " . ■ . • • 
Q V A double ducat of the like tmpttfitoiu 

* 04. (a) The buft. Mirtm. D. G. Dux. Megap. Frid. 
Sag. Et. Glog, [b) iThc arms. PnV; V^rnd, Com, Suer. 
Do. Rqft. Et. Star. 1 634. Weighs five ducats and a halt: 

g*; (jj The bdL Mtrtm. D. G, Dux. Mtg^* 
Fridlan,' f ^>The arms. Ei. Saga. Pr'mc^ Vanddf. ity^ 
Its weight 3 ducats* 

96. Double duc^. Ii^ipreflion like the former. 

* The fire laft pieces are very remarkable, and number 
94 the moft. WaUenftcin had been totally driven out of 
the Mecklenburg terHcories in the year 1632 ; . and die 
violent cataflrojme which was the refult of his crimes^ 
followed in the year 1634, the very year when the three 
laft pieces were coined. • > - 

m. COlSfS AHii MEDALS 6t CITIES. 

Rostock. 

97. A gold medal. In weight 12 ducats. 

* 98. A gold coin' of 10 ducats, (kid to be coined on 
*Ae pcipfetual agreement of the year 1 574. 

99. (^) A griffin crowned. Moneta, Nova, Rejiociler^. 
{h) The Imperial eagle. Rudal. II, D. G. Ro. Imp. S.An. 
1609. Is a deficient gold gilder. 

100. {a) A griffin. Mone, Nova. RoJIocktcnSy 1614. 
' Jb) The Im'perial eagld. Matthias. D. G. R^i, hnp. Sm. 

A.P.F.D, A gold gilder. 

• tor. A double gold gilder, (a) The grHKn. Ahne, 
^Nov, Rojiochi, 1623. (b) The hnperial eagle. Ferdi^ 
'Hand. li. D. G. R, I. S, yfugu. 

io2» A gold gilder. 1625. 
i'..l03- A gold gilder.* (a) The griffin. Mone. Noif, 

Rofloch. {b) The Imperial eagle. Ferdinaiu IL D. Q. 

.** I04. Ducat, {-a) The griffin. 1632. Moneta. Awrea. 

Civit, Roftoch. {b) The Imperial eagle. Ftrdimnd, IL 

■kiwf.* hnp. S. A, ' ' 

fCj. A ducat. '(i»)-Thc city arms. Moneta. Aurea, 

Crohn. Roftoch. 1633. (b) As the former. Firc^nandus 

tlh D. G Rom. Imp. S.Aui.' '^ * ; ' ' 

io6. A ducat of the year i634« 

M» ' • 107. Ducat. 
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107. Ducat, (a) The city arms. Moneta. Aurea. Ci^ 
, vita. Rtfioch,. .i6$6. (bj As the former* Firdinandus II,- 

JP, G. Rm, lm» S. Au, 

108. Ducat, (i?) Entirely like the former, {h) The* 
Imperial eagle. Ferdinand. Ill, D, G, Rom. /. 5. A, 

109. Ducat, (a) As th^ former. (Zr) As the formen 
Ferdinandus II L D. G, Rem, Im. S. A, 

V 110. Double ducat, (a) Within a fquare, Ducatusi 
Novus, Civitatis. Rojiochienfis, Underneath, the city 
arms. 1639. Deuu Prote£lor, Nojier, The Imperial, 
eagle. Ferdinandus IIL D. G. Rom. Imp. Semp. Au. 

111. {a) The city arms. -Under them, 1646. Moneia. 
Aurea. Civita. Rojloch, [b) The imperial eagle* /ir-* 
4nandus III, D. G. Rtr. Im. 5. A. 

112. Ducat, (a) The city arms. 1655. Mmutai 
jlurea. Civita, Rojloch. (b) Like the former. 

'I13. Ducat, (a) The city arms. Mone. Aurea* 
Civt. Ro/ioc. 1 66 1, (b) The Imperial eagle. Liofaidusi 
D. G, Rom. Imp. S. A. ' ' 

114. Ducat, (a) The city arms« Mm* Jwrea. Civu 
Jio/ioc. 166^. (^) Like the former. 

115. Ducat, (tf) The city arins4 Mam^ Aurea. Ci^* 
JRoJloch. 1665. 

116. Ducat, [a) The city arms* Mom* Auna* Civi^ 
Rojioc. 1682. {b) Liken. 114. 

, 117. Ducat. (^2) 1 he city arms. Msne* Aurea. Civi* 
Rojioc. 1642. {b) Like the former. 

118. Ducat, (a) The city arms. /. M. Mone. Au^ 
rea. Civi. Rojlo. 1 694. {b) Lilte the founer* /. ilil'the 
mailer of the mint's name. 

• 119. Double ducat, {ai) The arms. Over them^ 
1695. Beneath, Mo. No. Civitatis. Roftoch. Legend. Deus. 
Protestor. Nojler. {b) The Imperial eagle. Leopoldusf 
D. G. Rom. Imp. S. Aug. ' ' 

120. Half ducat, {a) The griffin. Mon. Aur, R(tf^^ 
Uchienfis, ibc^y (^) The Imperial eagle. Leo^ldus, D*> 
D. R. I. S. A, 

121. Quarter ducat, {d) The city arms. Mo. No. 
^o/iocb. Xb) Quarter ducat. .Leop* D. G. R. L S, A». 
i6()6. 

122. Ducat, {a) The griffin. Senat, Popq. Rojloch. 
Under it. Nunc, Revivifco. I. M. {b) The Im^periai 
eagle. Leopeldus D, G. Rom. Imjfer. S. A, 1704. 

* Z 2 ' ' ' 123. Ducat. 
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123. Ducat, (tf) The citf arms. D, B, (the name of 
Mr. Behrcnsy mafter of the mint) Underneath, Memta, 
jfurea. RoftKhienfis. 1762. (b) The Imjptiid eagles 
francijcm D. Mm, imp. Semf* Angyfii 

WiSMAR, TO THE YeAR 164^. 

Schroder in bis account of the qmj M kudfliip of 
Wifmar fays, chat fo early as the year 1400, it coined 
^oMi but )w iMt aol pfodiiced a iogk fMoof of hia afibr* 
lion. 

• 124. Gold gilder of the year i502« 

i%$ Gold gilder, {a) St. Laurence wkh tbe erid* 
iron and branch of pahna* Under it the city arms. Xftw* 
N9va. An. Ch. mfinar. (h) The ImfMi oi^'^ witl> 
thtcm|)er6r*s name and titles. 

126. A gpid gilder of the year 160^ 

A gold gilder, (a) St. Laorence Wrth the grtc^. 
iron and branch of pibHi. Under it the dty Arms. M9W. 
Nova, ff^tfinar, 16 . . . The Invpenal eagle» MutUoH 
D. G. Ram. im. S. A. F. F. D. 

The 16 may be the. mmber of t\kt yeaf'* and the tw» 
following figures perhapiy worn arwayj^ Tbie piece, ho^- 
ever, mud have been coined between t6i2 and 1619b 

128. A gold glides of the year 1632. 

i29i» A gold piece, value 3 ducats, of the year 1632. 
. I3k>. A gold |Udler with the arms of HamhurgBy LukCf 
LimiHburipWaAlFifm»% bst coined at tbelaft piace. 

• TcRi iee, mf dear fiieiid» I luve been 

2t fome pains in inquiring into the me« 
dallic iiifiory of this f^mntrj* I oaly wifli this 
^ecimen may sdfotd you as much eilfertain* 
mcAt as il ius |[ivea me labour to render it 
cdiaft. 1 retuiu &onr to prince - Lewk, whofe 
cabinet I fiirveyed ycfterday mprning. After 
L had £itisfied my cork^ty^ I thanked his^ 
6ighnefs for the honour done me, and ac- 
quainted him» that .the ieafon beingvfo far ad* 
'tweedy I crakt not delay my tkpartore any 

longer. 
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Jonger, but propofed fctting out for Hamburg 
ih9 oe»t d^y, ia fay ipray to England, Hi^ 
highnefs expreifed great concern dnt I coq14 
not iUy th^ winter, but acquiefced ii^ tke re^- 
foni I gave ibr die aeceffity of my departum* 
I then adjourned to tny lodging, where I found 
note froi^ bafon Zulow^ infiDrmang me^ that 
count Baifewitz was retumedfiromHamburgt and 
%vould be glad to fee me at his houfe any hour I 
cJiQ&in theaftcmooQJwas plea&d withtheintd- 
ligcnce, being very defirous of feeing a minifter fo 
greatly reipeiSed an4 bdoved I dined at courts 
and acquainted the princeOes and the reft of th^ 
fompany with my intention of (etting out th« 
next day forHamWg. Tbey all itiewed great 
concern, and princefs Ulrica in psuticular, who* 
obje^^ agsunfi the time of ycuTi ^d prefled me 
▼cry much tp ftay the whole winter. But this was 
tmppiSiblQ. There was tp.fae an alTembly that 
^cning at b^^a ForStme^s^ to whidi i ha4 ^ 
ifcry kind invitation from that nobleman. 

At foifT p'4Qck» t^roA Zulow called vpo^ 
mc in hi^ coach, to conduft me to count 
Baflewits. Tb^ x^oej^km I met with froogi 
fUm exceflhpQt porfpnage waf moft polite an4 
cng^ing. He/ is rather of a low ftature^ 
f6iind-&ce4, and pitted with tb« fmall-pozs 
but he has a brilk eye, and a very fenfiblci 
|pliyliog90iny. He ieems to be between fifity 
fiisty^ ap4 is wiverlally reckoned a m^u 
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of confummate abilities. The duke has a 
^reat conEdence in him^ entrufting him with thd 
chief department of government, which he di& 
chaiges with equal wifdom and probity. We 
drahk coffee, and difcourfed together about two 
hours. The fubjecl of our difcourfe was the pre- 
sent ftslte of Mecklenbnrg. Hewas very^frefeand 
open, and feemed to be defirous of communicat- 
U^g a^y intelligence that might be of ufe towards 

my Hiftory. Among other things he men- 
tioned th^ difficulty of new manufadtures, on 
account of the high price of labour, for want o( 
hands, which would make the goods come 
drearer, than they had them £rom the Pruiiiansl 
He lamented the great difcouragemcnt to com- 
merce froni the prejudices of the nobility, who 
are fatisfied with living as their forefaithers; 
and want no farther improvements. When I 
talked to him about the violence of the Pnifiians 
!n the late war, he promiftd to give me' a detail 
of their outrages, and to furnilh me with feme 
(ithet paperk and books relating to the hiftory 
of this country, which he has flnce performed. 
At the fame timer he told me, that the money 
for paying off the remainder of the Hanoverian 
mortgage was ready, and depofited in the 
b^nk of Amftefdaih.* Thus thev time paflfed 
till fix, when I acquainted his excellency that I 
was engaged to barbh Forftener's affembly : he 
fmiled, and -faid his wife and he were en** 
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Imaged there alfo, and we fliould go together. 
The hopfe is fpadotts, convenient, and de^ 
^tly furnilhed. The company was exceed- 
ing brilfiant.' Princcfe Ulrica played at ombre 
with colonel Both and another nobleman. I 
jiad the honour of making one at quadrille 
with prince Lewis, rtiaacnroifelic €3iambeajix, 
and the marlhal of the court. I betieve I told 
you before, that there is no eating or drinking 
at thcfc affemblies ; nothing bn* cards, like- our 
routs anddrums. Atnine wc broke up,and I flip- 
ped at court, where I wiS not a litde affieaed, my 
departure being almoft the only thing talked of 
in company. At the uTual hour we retired, and 
I took my final leaveof baronZulowandhislady, 
^irho w«ire to fet out as this morning for Lude- 
wigs-Luft. I have been fo greaUy indebted to 
this young nobleman for his civilities, that I 
could not bid adieu to Mmv^ithout the warmcft 
cfifufion of gratitude arid concern. 
■ The greater -part of this day has been fpent 
in taking leave of the nobleffeand other8,^th 
.whom I have the honour of being acqnafnted. 
The count dc Flohr made me a prefent of the 
Wes of tlie duchefs and princefsTJlncaj m 
plafter of Paris, cjttremely well done. M.ft 
Wurmb made me fign my name "among -the lift 
of her friends, with an Engliih fentence, aS* 
memorandum. Both at dinner and fupper,- 
princds Ulrica feemed to redouWc her cffortt 



t 



I 



Digitized 



L E T T i; R XXI. 

to talk Englifib, zni oftf a cxprcffcd her con- 
that Ihc was going to loie bcr new mafttr. 
After iappcTy I took my leave of their ferene 
lughncffes with a very heavy heart, penetrat- 
f d with a 4gcp feofe pf their great co0defceii«> 
fipoaixd gaod«mtwf. Th^ir highneffes wift* 
cd me a gppd jouTP^ys and expreffed thw 
^riife of healing of my iafe arrival in Eng- 
land. I retired to my lodging, and in a few 
^oinutei two (ervaats pamc to inquire fpr me^ 
one from prince Lewis, and the other from 
princefs Ulrica : the former brought me a gold 
watchf and the btter a large filver fiandilbt 
which their highneffes defired I would accept 
as a token of their regard for me. When I 
sUked for my bill, my landlord, with a very 
fefpedfql bow, told mc it had been already 
4ifchaif;ed by their ferene highneffes. You 
may imagine I was greatly furprifed at fo 
much poUteneis and geperofity^ of. which 
I ibaU ever letain thQ moft grateful remem- 
brance. 

I am now going to bed ; adieu to Mecklen- 
burg, a country where I have been fo agreeably 
;ipd io generoully eptertained. I leave it with 
regret, and fiiall never forget the pleafant 
hours I havi; fpent here. To-morrow I pro- 
pefe fetting out for Hamburg, where I hope to 
find a letter from you, giving me an account 
of your welfare, tQ£;ether with that of all my 

fiienib 
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fticnis in LoQdon» wluch will be nxofi acc^t« 
9bUncm to 

Dear Sir, 

Y(Hu:s» &X. 



LETTER XXn. 

Dear Sit, 

I Set out by myfelf, in a diaifcy from Scfaweiiii 
tbe fecond iixftwt, after taking ,a runnii^ 
dinner at the inn» about la o'clock. Winter 

was now fet in, and it freezed and fnowed very 
liard ; fo tbat I could not much amuie mylislf 
with a view of the country, Tet I obfervec^ 
that between Scbwerin and Gadebufch it i^ 
a pretty good road^ and agreeably diveffi- 
fied with woods, hills, and dales. I got to 
Gadebufch a little before dark, which ir 
about fixteen miles from Schwerin. Having 
had a letter of recommendation to the duke's 
bailiff, who lives in the caftle, I waited on him, 
and met with a cordial reception. He inlifted 
on my fpending the evening with him^ and 
prmniied to ihew me the curioiities of this 

placa 
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place. I knew there were curiofities to be 
feen, and therefore accepted of his invita- 
tion. * 

Gadebufch is a fmall town belonging to the 

duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, fituated on the 
river Radegaft. The name fignifies Lucus^ or 
jSallus Deh the (Ms grwe \ an idol having been 
crefted here, in a wood, for the worihip of Ra- 
degaftt the god of the Obotrites. The town is 
built partly on a hUl, and the houfes are liut 
indifferent. The church is an ancient gothic 
wading, very dark, and remarkable for a piece 
of metal in the window of the weft cnd^ which 
is faid to have been a fragment of the idol Ra- 
degaft. The window is oiF a round ihape, in 
the form of a rofe.; and fuch windows having 
l)cen commonly made in the weft end of the an- 
cient churches, from thence took the nanae of 
Weftem Rofes. Some pretend that it is a frag- 
wnt of king Radegaft's crown ; but this is aH 
•conjeaure. The baptifmal font is alfo faid 
to be of the fame metal. In this church 
lies interred the famous Albert of Meck- 
lenburg, king of Sweden, who was depofed 
by Margaret Waldemar, the Scmiramis of the 
'North. After his abdication, he fpent the 
remainder of his days in the duchy of Meck- 
lenburg, and was buried here in 1394. Over 
his tomb are two piaures^ .one reprefeciting 
him as king, the other as duke. The caftlc is 
icated on a hill, but contains nothing remark- 
able. 
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4ble/ Almoft at the foot of the wall I faw the 
river Radegally which takea its rife in this neigh* 
bourhood, and runs from hence to Rehn, and 
to iDafTaw. Having furveyed every thing in 
the town) I went to view the neighbour- 
ing field of battle where the Danes were de* 
feated by the Swedes under general Stein- 
bock, Dec. 20, 1712. Not far from Gade- 
bufch is a village named Radegafi, and anb* 
ther called Wackenftadt, near which happened 
the above adion. . - . , 

After I had dined with the baiiiflF, I fet out 
for Ratzeburg, a town iixteen miles diftant 
from Gadebiifch. I foon came to the bounda- 
ry of the duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin's do- 
minions, and entered thofe of the duke of Stre- 
iitz, who is fovercign of the principality of 
Ratzeburg. The road is pretty good, through 
a champaign country. The duke's territories 
on this fide are very much indented with our 
king's electoral dominions; and polls are fixed 
upon the road to afcertain their refpeftive 
boundaries. I reached Ratzeburg by dulk, and 
paffed over a long wooden bridge on a fine 
lake, contiguous to the town. The poftilion 
carried me to a good inn, where I fupped 
with fome Hamburg merchants, and fared ex- 
tremely well. The next morning ! was up be- 
times, and t6ok a view of the town. 

* Ratzeburg 
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KaUeburg is iaid to lui ve taken its name from 

Razzo, prince of Rugen^ who ddlroyed the city 
of Lubeck in 1 1 39. It is a handfome tawn^ 
fituated on a hillp in thcmidft of a lake of the 
fame name. The ilreets are regularly laid out, 
and moft of the I1011&9 bnilt in the Dutck 
tafie. The town has a communication by wa- 
ter with Lubecky which rjcnders it a place of 
ibme trade. The greater part of Ra^zebnrg i^ 
fiibjed to the elcAor of Hanover^ as duke of 
Saze Lawenburg. The quarter annexed to the 
principality contains the cathedral, with feme 
ittildingft belonging to the duke of Sti^t9» 
particularly the apartments for the mint, and 
thoie for holding the courts of eccleliaftic and 
civfl jnrifdidion. The cathedral was bniit by 
{nis majefty's illuilrious anceilor, Henry the 
IioD» duke of Sazon)r and Bavaria* Here I 
faw the filver images of Chrift and the apoftles^ 
the magnificent altar^ and the beautiful choir, 
9nder which are the tombs of the dukes 
Saxe Lawenburg. The Palmberg is a large 
ftandlbme fquare, adorned with idea£mt walks 
of Bme-trees : at the end of this fquare ftands 
the duke's palace^ where his premier coun- 
fellor for the principality refides. The bridge, 
on the Mecklenburg fide, is in length above 
four hundred pacesy and coft upwards o£ 
1 0,000 rixdoUars ; the inhabitants are obliged 
to keep it in repair* 

I left 

4 
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I left Ratzeburg about deven in the foirenooti, 
and travelling through a wood, reached Trit- 
tau between three and four. The conntrjr 
feemed very indifferent and moory. Trittau 
as a fmall village belonging to At duke 
of Holftrin Gottorp9 eighteen miles diftant 
from Ratzeburg. I alighted at a mean xmip 
and my entertainment litrat very indifierent. 
Between four and fiv« I parted from Trittau, 
and pafling through a wretched country, fiitt 
^of fens, and pooily inhabited, between ftwti 
and eight I reached the pretty village of 
Horn, in the neighbourhood of Hamburg. 1 
'fixed my quarters for that night in the village, 
where I had very good accommodation, and the 
next morning early I haftened into Hanlburg. 

As foon as I had pitched my teat in this city, 
I went to wait upon my good firtdind M. Mat* 
thias, who was glad to fee mc. He kept me 
to dinner, and gave me ibme of his good 
old claret, and I in return gave him an iccottUt 
of my adventures* It continued to ihow very 
hard, and the weather was growing every day 
more fevere. There was a fliip at this time in 
the river bound for London ; which m!ade me 
determine to go by fea, rather than travel OMr 
land. While we were waiting for a fair wind, 
I reMved to amufe myfelf as wdl as I couldf 
and in the evening wcQt tQ fee a French play 

aded 
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acted by a company of comedians who lud been 
engaged by the Daoiib courts and were Iiere ia 
their way to Copenhagen. The houfe was not 

ihalf ^ully owiogt a^ I was toldt to the impertmeaoe 
of thefe ftrollers in demanding double priccf. 

.The tragedy wa;> Hypcrmneftra; Daaaus by ^. 
Defchamps ; Lynceus by M. Chevalier, andJH^ 
permneftra by Mademoifelle Le Clerc. ^ Their 
adion .was tolerable, but their . voices, fo veiy 
low that I could fcarcely hear them. But in- 

.deed I aai no great friepd to Fre;nch tragedies; 
t|ie monotony of their recitation is infinitely 

,tirefome ; and there is fomething very, unnatu- 
ral to hear heroes and heroines .declaiming- in 
rhime. To make amends for the bad tragedy, 
there was a fprightly entertainment^ called 
the Laitieref or Milk-maid, a comic opera. • M. 

.pineii fang extremely well, and acted with 
immour. The play was over at eight, 
when we adjourned to the aflembly at the Eng- 
lilh bowling-green. The company was very 

. numerous, confiiling of the flower of Hamburg, 
befides the gentlemen of the factory. The en- 
tertsunment was elegant, and every thing con* 
du£te^ with the greatcft regularity and de- 

. coram. 

The next morning I waited on M< Hanbury, 

who invited me to dinner. I inquired after 
,M. Woodfordf and was forry to hear of his be- 
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ing confined at his country houie, having had 
the misfortune of fpraining his leg. After a 
little converfation with M. Hanbury, I ram- 
bled about the town, till I ftumbled into the 
Cofmopolite coffee-houfe, where I was furprifed 
tQ fipd my old frie;i4 captai^ Q. whom ! 
mentioned to you' once before, oii account of 
his ftentorean abilities. He. was mil returned 
from Copenhagen) and exprefled the great* 
eft fatisfaclion at feeing me once^ more lii 
Hamburg. But I dreaded renewing my ac- 
quainVance with him, remembering how mucT^ 
I had been incommoded laft Auguft^ and 
therefore tookmyfelf away as handfomely as 1 
could. M. Matthias and baron Marconnay werp 
of the compa&y at M.. Hanbury % \(fhere we 
W€te treated with fuch politenefs and eafe a$ 
gave an additional relifh to the entertain- 
me^. M. Hanbury is the gentleman who drew 
up the elegant addrcfs prcfented to our 
<jueen, when the fadory of Hamburg waited 
on her majefly at .Stade. The fame gen- 
tleman has juft now formed .a fchem^- 
which will be of great fervice to - the trade 
of this city, and of the Englifl^ factory in par- 
ticular*. This, is to eftablilh an extra poft in 
Holland, for forwarding the EngWh letters to 
Hamburg, as foon as th^ packet arrives at 
Helvoetfluys. For want of fuch a regulation 
the Dutch have ap opportunity of more 
carljr intelligence by two or three days, 

than 
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Azn it is poilible onlhe prefent footing to 
liaveat Hambui;g. 

We y^rtrc all to fpend tlie evening, by &ivi- 
tation» at M. Walter's^ the fyndic. This wor<- 
thy gentlfcman emiiraced me with the cordi- 
ality of a brother, and I was equally glad to 
fee him and his good £uiuly. Xl^ere were 
only a few feleft friends ; we were entertained 
with an elegant fupper ; the company were 
lemarkably cheaifiil; M. Wagener favoured 
us with fome of his good old fongs; and 
upon the whole I 4^nt a very happy eveitr 
ing. 

The wind continuing in tlie well, and con* 
fequently contrary for England^ Mr. Hanbmy 
gave me ail invitation to his country-houfe^ at 
a viUage caDed Eimfbuttelt about two miles 
put of town. 1 accepted of his kind pffef; 
and we fet out together in his coach, along 
with M. Wagener. We got thither a little 
before one ; and while we were waiting for 
duiiier> Mr. Hanbury ivas fo polite as to Ihew 
mt life h6xi(e. It ftands at a finall diftance 
firom the high road, a pretty neat gar- 
den in hontf and another behind, which pre<« 
vent its being incommoded by the dnft. The 
lioufe is almoft fquare, and of no very 
tegular arcliite^re ; but has been altered by 
Mr. Hanbury, fo as to make a handfome ap- 
pearance. The infide is teally fmfle:t mmUtiis^ 

neat 
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fiaat beyond expreilion ; the apartments com- 
modious, and fiimiihed in tafte. In fhort, weref 
you to fee the elegance with which the houfe, 
the gardens^ and the very ftables are kept, you 
would pronoui&ce this villa a nonpareil ; T am' 
fure they have none fuch in this part of the 
world* Here I fpeAt three of the moft agree- 
able days in my whole life, entertained li- 
berally, and gratified with every civility I 
eDuld wiflL To complete the fcene, Mon- 
day the 8 th of December was Mr. Han- 
bury's birth-day^ when we had the company 
of fome of his friends from Hamburg, among 
whom were M. Matthias, M. Walter, and the 
ingenious Dr. Rofs* It would take up too 
much time to detail the particulars of that • 
bappy day; fuffice it to tell you, that our 
entertainment was as elegant as our joy fin- 
cere in commemorating the nativity of our 
worthy hoft. 

- Early the next morning the wind was come 
about to the eaft, which was fair for England, 
and we returned to town. But unfortunate- 
ly it had frozen fo hard all night, and fuch 
heavy fnows had fallen for fome days, that the 
Elbe was full of floating iflands of ice, which 
i^endeiied the navigation impradicable. I found 
it was then my deftiny to travel by land, and 
without farther repining refigned myfelf ta 
the decrees of heaven. 
Vpi-. IL A a I had 
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I had a very great inclination to take the 
road of Hanover, having recommendalions io 
that court, as I mentioned to you before, from 
prince Charles, the queen's brother; but, up* 
on coniidcratioa that this might be produ6kivar 
^ of delay^ 1 denied nayfelf that pleafure, and re- 
iblvcd to go hj Bremen. My next ft«p inras ta 
look out for company ; and, upon inquiring at 
ihe coffee-houlet I found three, gen^kmen, 
who dpfigned to fct out in two or thm^ 
4xY$ for Am£terdam. Two of them w^re- 
Dutch captains of fliips, M. JaQm CoMy 

and M, Jottie Ottes the third was an Ita-« 

liao lnarc)iant, Signor Gargallc^ latdy come 
from Riga. I had an interview with thi^ gen-» 
tiemeOf and finding their chaia£icrs unexcepti* 
oaabhs, I offered to join dompany,: which wa» 
readily accepted. AVe agreed to hiie a coach- 
. to Bremen^ and the day fixed £or our depas^ 
ture was the i2tb inftant. This point being* 
fefeUcdf I went to dine by invitation with my 
worthy friend the Rev^Mn Vaogfaan, chap* 
lain to the factory- I pafled the afternoon. 

^ry. agreeably with this gentlenun». to whom 

I am greatly obliged for ^ his civilities. The 
QXCning I fpent at^ I^reycr's cofiee - houfe^ 
ifrkh. itiy three feHow«trav«Ucn» and had 
i;he pleai^ure of finding them very agreea^. 

Signoc GATgallq is about facty, a inanr 
of fenfc, who has fcen the world he wan 

... iboni 
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kK>m at . Naples, biit fpeaks French aod 
German. Captain Goen lives at Delft j his 
ihip is now «t Hamburgh but as it cannot fet 
fail for feme time, he is going to fee his wife^ 
tie is fbrty'^five^ and (peaks pretty good Eng^^ 
iifli^ Captain Ottes lives in North Hollandi 
and is a young man not above thirty. They 
feem to be oUiging and good-natured, fo that 
I promife myfelf much fatisfadion in their 
company. 

I (pent two days in the melancholy bufinefs 
of taking leave of my friends, and particularly 
of Mr; Haabury and Mr. Matthias. The cold 
growing every day more intenfe, I thought it 
meceflary to feciire myfelf againft the weather 
by a warmer cloathing. I therefore had my 
great coat well lined with furs, and bought 
a furred cap, with a cape which came quite 
round my Ihoulders.' To keep my feet and 
legs warm, I had a fort of boots, made of 
lamb4kin with the wool turned infide, which 
came over my ihoes and ftockings^ and aimoft 
up to my wai& Thus I was equipped to tra-« 
vel in Siberia, and made a droll figure, not un* 
like that of Kobinfon Crufoe. The evening 
before my departure I fpent with M, Matthias, 
at his houfe, with the additional iatisfadion q£ 
my good friend baron Marconnay^s company.. 
After a moil focial evening I took ld& 
hrtwd of thWg and retired with a very heavy 

A a a heait 
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heart to my lodging. The greateft hardship 

travellers undergo, is not the badnefs of roads 
or accommodations, but tlie frequent fepara:* . 
lion from thofe they love* 

Thus all thii^gs are difpofed for my winter's 
campaigfi.* I propofe £etting out ^-morrow in 
the forenoon, with my companions, for Bremen, 
and from thence to Amderdam, where I intend 
to make but a flxort fiay, being impatient to fet 
foot once more in old England. 
Adieu* lam^ dear^^ 

Yours, &c. 

> • » 

L E T T E R XXIII. 

Amjlirdam^ Da. 27. 1766. 

Dear Sia, 

AT length, thanks to Providence, I am 
landed fafe at Amfterdam, after the fa- 
tigue and anxiety of a moft perilous voyage. 
This intelligence, I am fenfible, v^ill found like 
a paradox to you, whom I had acquainted in 
my laft, that I propofed to fet out for Amfter- 
dam by land, in company with* three agreea- 
ble gentlemen. My information was exact ; 
but how I came afterwards to commit myfelf, 
at this feafon, to the fury of the boifterous 

ocean. 



LETTER XKHL 357 

ocean, you will find at the end of this letter. 

I fet out from Hamburg in a coaeh au4 
four early in the morning, the 12th inftant^ 
in company with the two Dutch captains, M, 
Coen and M. Octes, and the Italian merchant, 
Signor Gargalk). It fnowcd very hard, and 
the Elbe was almoft frozen over; fo that the 
lofty banks of that river, whkh in a fine fea**' 
fon are fo delightful, afforded now a moft 
dreary and uncomfortable i»rofpe& We pafied 
through Akena, and foon came to Neuftadt, 
a very pretty village. By ten o'clock we 
reached Blackenefe, a fi{hing*hamlet on the 
•banks of tlie Elbe, eight miles from Ham- 
burg. At this place is a ferry to erofs over 
from the duchy of Holftein to that of Bre- 
men. The banks of the Elbe on the fide of 
Blackenefe are very fteep. We found the paf- 
fag-e dillicult, the wind being contrary, and 
the river closed with huge flakes of float* 
ing ice. Befides, the ferry is hardly big enough 
for a wheel-carriage. Tou may judge of the 
^mbarraflhient we were under, from our 
being two hours in croffing, where the river 
is no more than one mile in bi^eadth. Af- 
ter we had reached the other fide, we had to 
clamber up a dike near fifteen feet high, by 
the help of fome hurdles, which are placed 
there to ftrengthen it, and fervc for a ladder. 
|ily travjpliing-dreis was icumberfoinc tp fuch ^ 
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a degree, that without the affiftance of my 

companions, I believe I fliould not have 
been able to furmount the cUfficulty. Here 
we got into our coach again and drove to 
Crantz, a neighbouiipg village in the duchy 
of Bremen, and noted for. tl^e conflux of 
the Elbe with the little river Effe, w^hich 
comet doi^n *fx:om Buxtehude, jCranta i« 
built on a' high bank to refift the overflow- 
ing of the river, which at fpme fpring tide^ 
overflows the land on the other fide of the 
dike. From the banks of the Elbe to Buxtc- 
hude the diftance is fix EpgUih miles, thro' k 
deteftable road, efpecially at this time of year. 
The foil is laid to be fruitful enough ; but the 
icountry, which chiefly confift9 of meadowii 
and corn-lands, is very low, and the fields di' 
vided by deep ditches. The road i$ every, 
where bordered with willows, o^ other trees ; 
and in many places has been raifed fo high, that 
the overtnrnihg of a carriage would be exceed- 
ing dangerous. For this reafon our €04chmai| 
advifed us feveral timea to light. Thiff I com-f 
plied with three or four times ; but, from the 
weight of my habiliments, it fati^ed me t^ 
fach a degree, that I Was no longer aUe to 
walk ; and I told my cpmpanions, that I. would * 
fruil in Providence, and rather ruu the 
rifle pf breaking my neck in the coac^, than 
^|>ire ufider the fatigue qf wal^iipg* 
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jvay between the Elbe and Buxtehude^ we paff- 
€d a bridge on the Efle, at a large village call- 
iCd Effebrugges, and did not reach Buxtehude 
xaUnoooy though our carnage wafi not h^vy^ 
and we had four ftout horks. 

Buxtehude is a fmall town in the duchy of 
Brenien»< fituated on the fiver £ife» which 
comes out of the duchy of Lunenburg. The 
adjacent country is faid to be very fruitful^ 
and to Ibpply Hamburg with great part of its 
proviiions;. The town is pretty well built, 
with broad ftreetSy and encompailed with 
a ditch and old walls- We ftaid there to 
idine, and met with good accprnmodation at 
the poft-honfe. My companionfi were very 
chearful, and good-humoured ; no flight com- 
fort in fo fat^uing a journey. We had taken 
fome provifions with us ; but finding tolerable 
accommodations at this houfe^ it was jg4ged 
proper to referve our own flock for an emer- 
jgency. Our ftay was but v^ry fliort at Bux«> 
tehude ; for a little after two the hories were 
put to, and we fet out for Clofter-Seven, iixteeiji 
miles farther^ where we intended to lodg^ that 
night. The road to Clofter-Scven is but very 
jindifierent) and the country poorly inhabited^ 
confifting chiefly of woods and heath. Wf , 
flopped a little while at the village of Arrenf- 
ii6ff» about half way^ and did Wt reach Clof- 
fer-Sev^n till pijgbt o'clock. 

A»4 Cloft^- 
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Gloftcr-Sevcn is a pleafant village, furround^ 
ed by a fine wood of oak trees. It was for- 
merly a famous monaftery, which gave name 
to the place ; and has been lately remarkable 
for the treaty between the Hanoverian and 
French armies. The church is faid to be very 
handfome» but we came too late to fee it. 
Our inn, I am furc, was no way handfome, 
being only a large boniy called the poft-houfe. 
Such are the inns on the road all over the 
duchy of Bremen, and the circle of Weftphar 
lia. Our coachman drove direftly into a large 
entrance, which is the only door, and the on- 
ly outlet for the fmoke. There is but one 
large room, which ferves for ftable, kitchen, 
parlour, and bed-chamber. On each iide we 
faw cows, horfes, fwine, and flieep. In 
fhort, it looked like Noah's ark, filled with 
all manner of live beails. in the middle of the 
room there was a pretty good fire of turf and 
wood, a moft comfortable circumftance in fuch 
fevere weather. At firil we were almoft blind-* 
ed with the fmoke ; but after we had eaten a 

bit of fupper, drawn from our own (lore, and 

> 

drunk a glau of -wine, we began to be chearful. 
Signor Gargallo is an eiiLcellent companion ; the 
Dutch captains were very gOQd>h\imoured and 
obliging; fo that, amidft the hardfliip of 
bad roads, bad weather, and' worfe accommoda* 
^ons, we paffed our evening in tolerable good 

fpirit^ 
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ibirits. At fupper we afked for fome of tHeir 

* ^ » 

bread called Pompernickel, which is really a 
curiofity. It is made of rye coarfely ground^ 
with all the bran left in it ; fo that it looks as 
black as a coal. They cut it with a hatchet 
from a large loaf of at leaft a bulhd, and 
prefented it to us on a trencher. The name 
is £iid to have been given to it by a French- 
man travelling this way, who, when this 
coaife bread was brought to table, iaid, ^^il 
itoit fen four Nicole j which was the name of 
his horfe. This bread neverthelefs is faid ta 
be very wholefome, and they begin now to 
ufe it even at polite tables, w^here I have 
leen it ferved up in iinall ilices with frefli 
butter. After we had refrelhed ourfelves in 
the befl manner we could, Signor Gargallo 
favoured us with an Italian fong, and then we 
laid ourfelves down very quietly on our beds 
of ftraw. I had been fo tired with my walk^ 
that I llept as well as if I had been in a down 
bed. Early the next morning we were awaked 
with the noife of the hogs grunting on one 
lide, and the' cows champing their ftraw on 
the other; but it was a proper time to riie^ 
and after we' had regaled ourfelves with cof- 
fee, we refumed our journey. 

Travelling through a flat country, moftly 
morafs, by eleven o'clock we reached Otterf- 
berg, twelve miles from Cloller-Seven, sCnd 
Jialf way to Bremen. I have been told that the 

large 
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hxgc moors about Otteriberg are very beneficial 
to the proprietors ; and that in the article of turf 
only, they, and the owners of the moors of Ollen- 
holtZf fell annually to the city of Bremen to the 
value of 18,000 dollars. The moor grounds alfo 
afford good pafture, when the rivers have ceaf- 
cd to overflow their banks. We approached 
Ottersberg by a large paved road, and a long 
avenue fet with willows. It is a fmaU town 
of the duchy of Bremen, fituated on the river 
Wemme, and tolerably well built* Here is ai| 
old caftle, formerly the refidence of the arch^ 
bifhop of Bremen. The town bping furround- 
.ed by a morais^ is naturally ftrong ; but the 
fortifications arc old, and at prefent quite negr 
Icded* We flopped to dine, and met with 
pretty good entertainment at the poft-houle, 
The roads growing worfc every day, by the 
great h3l of fnow, we were in ^ hurry to get 
away, and by one the horfes were put to, 
The country round Otteriberg is full of car 
Bala, or branches of the river Wemme^ which 
intermingle one with another. The road to 
JSremen is .very landy, and the* cotfntry not 
much improved, till you come near Bremen : 
J^exCf indeed^ we faw feveral country <^hpufes 
and boxes, which with their gasdens made 
a chearful appearance of wealth and elegance. 
We reached Bremen by five Q^ocky 9nd fet 
up at the bed inn in tox^n^ the liing of 
Pruffia'shead, ^ 

Here 
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Here we ftaid two days, partly to refrefli oxaj-» 
felves lifter pur£^tigue,iii the interim confulting 
bow to proceed the remainder of our journey. 
It continued to fhow all th.e time very hardf lb 
that the roads were grown almoft impaflable. 
I was for going by Qlhabirugy and all through 
Weftphalia ; but the Dutch captains olijeded 
againft the badneis of the accommodation^ 
and infixed that we Ihould have better enterr 
• tainnient and better roads, were wc to travel 
through Frifelandy and embark at the Iieauner 
for Amfterdam. Befides, they knew the conn- 
try, and being natives of Hplland, they Ihould 
be better able to conduft us, when we reach* 
ed the Dutch dominions. Thefe reafons ap- 
peared fati$fadory to Signor Gargallo ; fo that 
I was obliged to yield to the majority. We 
ftmufed ourfelves thofe two days in viewing 
^he town, which deferves a traveller's notice. 
. Bremen is a lar^e flourilhing city, fituated 
|n a great plaiUf on both fides of the river 
^efer, which are joined by a bridge 168 paces 
\n length. It is furrounded by fortifications 
of no great ftrength, and has a garrifon of 
^00 meUf The ramparts are planted with rows 
p£ trees^ and afford a plea&nt profpeft of the 
river and adjacent country. The part on the 
fouth fide of the Wefisr is called the New- 
Town, and confifts chiefly of gardens and vil* 
las. The ftrcets here are wider, and more ic* 
gul^r than in thf Qld Town. T^e latter ftands 
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m the north fide of the river, and is the 
centre of commerce. Here are fcveral good 
lioiifes, efpecially near the great market-place^ 
which is a handfomc fquarc. 

Bremen is a free imperial city, governed by 
its own mngiflrates ; but the duchy is fubjeft 
to our king, as elector of Hanover. The cfta- 
bliSied religion id that of Caivin, though the 
llttheraiis aie nearly equal. The town is go- 
verned by four burgomafiers, and twenty-four 
fcnators, who form a kind of ariftocracy. 

The chief buildings in Bremen are the 
cathedral, the gymnafium or academy, the 
town-houfe, and the exchange. The cathe- 
dral is an ancient ftately pile^ and belongs 
to the Lutherans. It is famous for a vault 
underneath, called the Bleykdler, or Lead- 
ceBar, where feveral bodies were found un^ 
corrupted above fifty years ago. " Their fkins 
look black and ihrivelled; yet 6ne may eafily 
difcern their features. 7'he linncn in which 
they were interred, is as light as tinder. The 
vault is about fix feet below the ftirface of the 
earth, under an arch eight or nine feet high. I 
have heard various conje(fhires concerning the 
csmfc which has preferved thofe bodies from 
cormption ; but none of them proved fatis* 
faclory. No other bodies, however, are fuf- 
fered to be depoiited in that vault. There 
are feveral other churches in this city, but 
no ^way remapkable. The gymnafium was 
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once greatly frequented, but is now upon the 
decline ; it kowever^ a very good lihrary. 
The town-houfe is a large Gothic ftnii6lnre, built 
in 1405, and adorned oa the outiide with 
veral ftatues of the emperors and eledors. 
The courts of juftice are extremely plain, and 
the^ lower part, or ball, is ,fiUed with diiFereat 
fliops. Under tKc town-houife is the wine- 
cellar or vault, kept for the public benefit 
Here we Ipent the fecond eveninjg in a ckah^ 
I'oom, with fom^ of the citizens, who were, 
very good company. The ftock of Rheniih 
wine in this place is amazing ; they have it of 
different growths and ages, from one year to 
fifty, fixty, or more* They keep it in very large 
calks, being improved by theJargenefs of the 
quantity in one body, and the value always pro-, 
portioned to its age. My friend Signor Gargallo 
had like to have, drawn himfelf iato a quarrdi 
withibme of the company, by repeating" the 
well-known diftich upon the Germans, after 
feeing this great hoard of Bacchus's treaf^re• 

t • • ■ 

Germani fojfunt cmilos toUrnre labores. • 
. 0 utinam fojfent tarn bene ferrc JUfm ! 

But he got off by making an apology, and de- 
claring it was not his intention to offendr 
The exchange, hard by, is an old building, with 
a piazza and Ihops, but nothing grand or beau- 
tiful Near the bridge, are the curious prater- 

4 works 
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' works, by which the town is fupplied from th6 
Wefer; and here aifo is amoft xiigenious iiil'i 
ling-mill. The Armoury, the hofpital, the work- 
houfe, and the anatomical theatre, are worth 
feeing* ... 

In the middle of the market-place (lands an 
oid gtganlic effigy, 14 feet high, fuch ad one fine* 
quently meets with in feveral imperial cities. 
The vulgar inxagine them to have been ereded 
in hoiioQ^ if -Rowland, a fuppofed nephew ot 
Charlemain, which Rowland they alfo imagine to 
hate been of a gpigantic ftature* Hence they now 
call them Rowlajid feiden^ SialuaRolandin^Zy or Row* 
land's Statues; and moft travellers andhiftorians 
baVe fwallawed this aUbrd romantic ftory. But 
fhc truth is, that Rowland feulen is a corruption 
of the original name ittf^^Azft^ feulen^ from Rugen^ 
which, in German, fignifies to judge. Thofe 
ftatues denote, that the cities in which they 
IiaTe been eredied, are municipal, governed 
by their own laws, and pofiefled of a judici* 
ary power. Befides, thefe fiatnes are not of a 
' more aAcient date than the end of the tenth, 
and commencement oi the eleventh centuries. 

Bremen is not above twelve German miles 
from thefea; but fliips of burthen cannot come 
within two mtifes of the town, for oftentimes 
there is not above four feet water. On this ac- 
count they hare a cuflxmi-houfe fix miles be* 
low Bremen, where fliips are unloaded, and the 
goods Ibrooght up in flat-bottomed veffels. Their 

trafick 

Digitized by Google 



LETTER XXUL 367 
tfafEck is very confiderable, efpcdally "with Eng- 
land,^ wJiitber they fend all forts of Weftphalia 
linens, receiving in retium a great qtiantity of 
tobacco and other Weft India commodities^ 
with Ibme of our woolen manufa&ures. Tbejr 
Ukewife import a confiderable quantity of fiigar 
and wines, from France. They, have a very great 
ifttand trade with Hanover, Saxony, Sikfia, Bo- 
hemia, ^c, from whence they receive linen^ 
timbef^ coorn, 4nd mineralSb In .dreffing of 
leather and cloth they are faid to be particu- 
larly ikilful; and the &Sk which they catch 
at fea and in the Wefer is another good art 
tide. In ihort, their commerce is in a flour- 
^ing ftate, fo that die merchants mal^ a 
confiderable figure. They have a great num- 
ber of gardens and villas round the town. Hia 
territory of the dty extends about eight or 
ten miles, abounds with good paftures^ and is 
wril ftocked witk cattle. 

Having fi:en every thing worth notice in the 
town, we hired another coach to carry xt» to 
Leer, in Eaft Friieland, about fixty miles fron> 
Bremen* We fet out a little after nine in 
the morning; aad by eleven reached Del- 
menhorfty a imall town in. tJhe circle of Weftpha- 
lia» and capital of a county belonging to hi* 
Danifh majefly. The to\\-n is fituated on the 
littte river Deime^ from whence it talus its. 
aane. It confifts of one long ftreet, with prettjr 
gaod houki. . Here we w^d^ hut a veiy &/Ht 

ftay. 
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ftay, to refreffi the horfes, and our Dutch CajM 
taias comfortod tbemfelves with a copicnis 
Sltzmt Thi* they did regularly every timd 
the coachman flopped for the fame purpolei 
Fponi thence we proceeded to Oldenburg, capi-* 
tdl of a county of that name, and like wife fub- 
jsft to the crown of Denmark. This country is 
£ud to^ be pretty fruitful in fome parts, efpe* 
cially about Oldenburg ; but the deep cover- 
iofg cif fnow f>revented our judging of the 
nature of the foil. The horfes here, and 
in £aiL I'lifeland^ are reckoned amongft the 
beft in Germany* We reached Oldenburg 
by five o'clock, and fet up at an inn in the 
market-place, where every thing turned out 
to our fatisfaction, except the troublefome 
civility of the landlord and his wife, who 
were both moft abominably intoxicated. We 
refolved to go no farther that night, audit 
being moon-light, and the fhow abated, we 
took a turn round the town. 

Oldenburg is the capital of a county of that 
name, in the circle of Weftphalia, pleafantly 
fituated on the little river Hunte, which falls 
into the Wefer. The town is very old, and 
the houfcs moftly of wood ; but the ftreeta 
wide and well laid out. The caftle, or pa«> 
lace was built in i6i6, of fine free-ftone, and is 
reckoned a pretty good edifice ^ but we had 
not an opportUiiity of feeing it. There "Was 
formerly a good library in this calUe, with 
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veral curiofities, and amonr^ others, the famous 
horn of Oldenburg ; but they have been all re- 
moved to Copenhagen. The horn abovemen^ 
tioned is faid-to be of filvcr giltj and weighs 
four pounds. In this cafile alfo refides the Da- 
nifli governor of the county, with the title of 
king's ftadtholder. The old coifntsof Olden* 
burg kept their refidence in this town ; and 1 
need not tell you, that from thofe counts the 
prefent king of Denmark is lineally defcended. . , 

After a good night's, repofe, we fet out the 
next morning before day^ in order to reach Leer 
that night, which is diftant thirty-five miles 
from Oldenburg. The fnow was abated, but 
it freezed exceeding hard; fo that with all our 
precautions wc could fcarce keep ourfel vcs warm. 
We took proviiions.with us for tlie day, being 
told we fhould fare bttt very difagrecably till we 
got to Leer. The greateft part of the way is 
through a barren fandy country, with dreary- 
heaths and moraffes. But the fnow being fome- 
what hardened by the froft, we began to move 
"on with greater expedition than the day before. 
By ten, we arrived at Blexhufe, a mifcrable 
village, and breakfafted at the poft-houfe. From 
Oldenburg to Blexhufe is twelve miles. The 
next ftage was the village of Grotfander, on the 
frontier of Eaft Frifeland, a province belonging 
to the king of Pruflia. We got there by half 
an hour after two, and dined at the poft-houfe ; 
Vol. IL B b " here 
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here indeed we fhould have experienced what 

we were told at Oldenburg, had it not been for 
our own provifions. The county of Olden- 
burg, and the principality of Eaft Frifeland, 
are both in the circle of VVefiphalia: fix>m 
thence alone you may judge of the nature of 
our accommodations, efpecially in country vil- 
lages I for you have often heard thefe lines : 

HoffUium viUf grcb brodtf did bier^ lange mykn 
Sunt in Wejl^halia^ ft non vis credere loof daar^. 

The country people are extremely civil and 

obliging; but the feveral circumftances of 
their extreme poverty and dirt, exhibit an 
affeding pifture of human mifery. Such 
fpedades as . thefe (and they are not con- 
fined to Weflphalia) make me doubt very much 
of the truth of Rochefoucault's maxim : ^elque 
difference^ qidparoi£e entre ks fortunes^ il y a neon'- 
rnoins une certaine compenfation de bieni ir de maux 
qui Us rend egales. The Dutch captains made a 
beverage of beer, brandy, and eggs, which, in 
that fevere weather, proved very comfortable* 
The diftance between Blexhufs and Grotf- 
ander is ten miles. We had Hill thirteen 

' * In Weftphalia, you have bad inns, coarfe bread, 
muddy beer, and long miles ^ if you don't believe me, go 
and fe^* 
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miles to Leer, where wc arrived by eight o'- 
clock : and fet up at the fi§n of the Prince of 
Orange, a houfe of pretty good accommoda- 
tion. 

Leer is a handfome market-town in Eaft 
Frifeland, fituated on the little river Leda, . 
which, at a quarter of a league from thence^ 
falls into the Ems. This fituation renders it 
pleafant, and is produdive of feme trade. The 
town is built after the Dutch manner, the 
houfes not high, but clean and neat, the ftreets 
wide and regular. The neighbouring country 
deals confiderably in horfes, the Eaft Frifeland 
breed being greatly efteemcd. 

The next morning, early, we took a turn 
about the town, whilft breakfaft was preparing; 
and after a good deal of inquiry could get no 
other carriage to a place called Nieufchantz, 
on the Dutch frontier, than an open waggon. 
Our coachman would carry us no farther, 
though we offered him the moft advantageous' 
terms. From Leer to Nieufchantz is ten mfles, 
and the road, efpedally in winter, exceffive 
bad. It was a terrible mortification to us all, 
to think we muft travel, in fuch weather, in an 
open carriage ; and poor fignor GargaUo la- 
mented his hard fate in being condemned to 

pmih untimely amidft the fnows of Eaft Frife- 
lafid. 

Wc fet off in the morning about ten, and 
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foon reached the river £ms» but found an iB>; 

menfe difficulty to get to the oppofite bank* 
The Ems rifes in the biihoprick of Fadcrborn,^ 
and running through the county of Riiberg^ 
the bifliopric of Munftcr, and the principality 
of £aft Frifeland^ difcharges itfelf into the 
Dollart bay, at the city of Embden. This river 
was full of floating ice, which rendered the paf- 
fage fo dangerous,, that the mafter of the ferry 
refufcd at iiiit to carry us over. At lengjth, 
great perfuafion, and upon our payings very ex- 
traordinary freight, he confented to venture, but 
would take no more than two of our horfes, for 
fear of overloading the wherry* Having got 
our clumfy voiturc into the boat (and an Her- 
culean labour k was) we put off under all 
thcfe difagreeable, and I may fay, terrifying 
circumllances We had not gpt above half 
half way when a floating ifland came down 
upon us with all its weight, and broke the 
rope by which the meya worked the ferry ; fo 
that we were left to the mercy of the ice,, 
and an impetuous current. The conftcrnation 
was great, left we ihould be kept all day upon 
the river, and thus be frozen to death or 
ftarved. But providentially the mafe of ice 
drove us near the banks, when the country 
people aiiembling together, came to afiill us 
with cords and planks, and with great di£- 
culty dragged us afliorc, in a moft piteous 

pJighL 
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plight. After v/e had given thanks to the Su- 
preme for our prefervation, we got into our wag- 
gon^but were obliged to proceed with two horfes 
only ; for the ferrymen would not venture to 
bring over the others. This misfortune occafion- 
€d a delay of very near two hours, fo that we did 
not get to Nieufchantz till paft two o'clock. About 
half way between the two places is Wender, a 
neat little town, built intirely in the Dutch 
tafte. The country, as wc pafled along, feem- 
edto be well inhabited, and to exhibit a greater 
appearance of plenty and cultivation, than wc 
had feen in any other part of Eaft Frifeland. 

Nieufchantz is a Dutch word, fignifying a 
new fort\ it ftands on the very extremity of the 
province of Groningen, and commands the 
paffage into Eaft Frifeland. The fort is regu- 
lar, but with only one ilreet, confiiling of a 
few mean houfes. Without the gate is a very 
handfomc inn, where we were well accommo- 
dated. The Dutch captains had flattered them- 
fclvcs with the notion, that we fhould be able 
to proceed in the treck-fcoot, which fets out 
every day for Groningen. But I had enter- 
tained no fuch hopes, confidering the feverity 
of the weather ; in fad, tha canal was frozen up, 
fo as to obftrucl all paflkge by water. I ftiould 
have been very glad to tarry at Nieufchantz 
till the next day, in order to recover myfelf af- 
ter fo much danger and fatigue ; but captain 
Coen perfuaded us to take a carriage immedi- 

B b 3 atcly 



Digitized by Google 



374 LETTER XXUI. 
ately after dinner ; and as it was moon- 
lighty and the road very good, to travel by 
night to Groningen, which is diftant from 
Nieuichantz about thirty miles. We were 
forced ta put up with another wag^m, though 
of a more commodious conftruclion than thofe 
in Germany : fiill it was an open carriage, 
and the froft intenfe. We left Nieufchantz 
a- little after two } but inftead of a good 
road, it proved a moft deteftable one upwards 
of four leagues. As we advanced, we found 
ev^ where that neatnefe for which the 
Dutch are fo confpicuous. Indeed the conn-* 
try feemed to be all a garden, diveriihed 
with meadows, corn-lands, and plantations 
of trees. The induftry of the natives fliewed 
itfelf moft vifibly in the dikes, or banks, thrown 
up along the roads, to prevent inundations. 
We pa&d very near the iea, and iaw feveral 
villages and corn-fields, which, within thefe 
twenty years, had been taken in from the main 
ocean. The boors were all uniformly clad in. 
dark brown frize coats ; the women wore pro- 
minent caps tike bonnets, no aprons, but black 
coarfe cloth, or lindiey-wolfey; and the coun- 
tenances of both men and women fpoke vigour 
and chearfulneis. We ftopped twice by the 
way for refrefliment, and came at length to a 
turnpike road, by the canal of Groningen. The 
turnpike is a handfome iron gate, and looks^ ' 
' like the entrance of a gentleman's garden. We. 

changed 
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changed horfes half way, drank fome hot- 
pot, which the feverity of the weather ren- 
dered neceflary, and by one in the morn- 
ing wc reached the fubuibs of Groningen, 
The gates being Ihut, we lay at a very good 
inn, near the town walls, well known to 
our pollilion. I need not tell you, that we 
took care to refrelh ourfelves, and that good 
beds were very agreeable after fo long and 
painful a journey* 

The next morning our firft bufinefs was to 
fee in what manner we could get to the Lem- 
mer, a fmall fea-port on the Zuyder fea, from 
whence a paflage-boat fails every day for Am- 
fterdam. But, to our great mortification, the 
paffage to the Lemmer was quite obftrufted, 
the canals being all frozen, and the road by 
land impaflable, on account of the quantity 
of ice and. fnow with which the country 
was overfpread. We then aiked^ whether 
there was any polfibility of getting to Zwoll, 
through the biihopric of Munfter ^ but the 
roads to that country were alfo impradicable; 
fo that we feemed to be locked in as fail as if 
we had been in Siberia. I now began to ro* 
pent my quitting Mecklenburg till fpring; and 
Signor Gargallo repined at his having left 
Italy at all to come fo far, as he termed it, 
into the Frigid Zone. I inquired whether 
ihere was no poffibility of getting fledges, but 
found they are not ufed to this method of tra- 
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veiling at prefcnt, which I wonder at, having 
read that Morrifon travelled this way in a 
fledge the 30th of Oft. 1592. We thought 
we fliould be obliged to winter at Groningen, 
that is, to ftay till the froft was over, which 
might be a month or fix weeks. In this dif- 
trcis we contiaued two days, during which 
we amufcd onrfelvcs with feeing the city. 

Groningen is the capital of the province of 
that name in the United Netherlands, fituat- 
cd tlirec leagues from the lea, at the conflu- 
ence of two little rivers, the Aa and Hunnes. 
Some think it takes its name from the fine 
verdure in the neighbourhood. The harbour 
is commodious, the Ihips entering the town 
by uieaus of a large beautiful canal, with 
quays on each iide. The town is of a round 
figure, cncompafrcd with high earthen ram- 
parts, and deep wet ditches. It is large and 
populous. The fireets are remarkably neat 
and regular, the houfes moftly in a ftraight 
line, and well built. There are feven gates, 
and three large market-places. The chief 
church, dedicated to St. Martin, is a iightly 
ftrufture, with a very lofty fteeple. The great 
fquare is one of the liandfomeil in the United 
Provinces, being 179 paces in length, fome- 
what lefs in breadth, with feventeen fine 
jtreets branching from it. Tlie town-houfe, 
the exchange, and the weigh-houfe, add to 
its beauty. At the end of the fifh-market 
6 is 
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is the church of Our Lady, an elegant build- 
ing; The univerfity in this town was found- 
ed by the States General in 16 14, and has 
a very good library. In one of the cham- 
bers at the prince's palace, on the north fide of 
the city, are the pidhires of all the princes of 
Orange and counts of Naffau, and near the 
palace is a handfome garden. The magiftrates 
coniift of four burgomaiters and twelve fe<* 
nators. 

The 1 8th inilant in the evening it began to 
thaw, when we had fome hopes that the ca- 
nal of Lewarden would be opened again, ef- 
pecially as there had been men at work all day 
to break the ice. We were not deceived 
in our expectations ; . for the next morn- 
ing, after breakfaft, news was brought us, 
that, with the utmoft dilEculty, a pafTage was 
made through the ice, and the treck-fcoot 
would fet out about eleven for Lewarden, 
diftant from. Groningen forty- three miles. This 
indeed was moft joyful intelligence, and we 
fet off at the appointed hour. It fnowed very 
hard, and the country had a moft difo^d af- 
peft. The treck-fcoot, in the bcft of feafons, 
moves but very ilowly, at about three miles an 
hour $ but, in fuch terrible weather, you may 
judge that our motion was ftill more tardy. 
However, we had a comfortable cabhin to our« 
felves, and plenty of refrefliments. The treck'- 
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fcoots, on thefe occ^fions, are armed on both 
iides with iharp machines of iron, to cut the 
obftruding ice; an operation which makes a 
horrid rumbling noifc. Wean time Sj^gnor 
Gargallo entertained us with feveral agree** 
abl« ftories, and fang feme very good fongsj 
captain Coeu now and th^n gave us a fpeci* 
men of Dutch melody. Towards night we 
reached Strobufcb» a fmall town twelve miles 
from Groningen, and on the frontiers of 
Frifcland. They have a great number of bridges 
and iluices along the canal, and the country 
is very fruitful. Here we made but a fhort 
fiay for the people to refrefh themfelves, and 
by midnight we got to Doccum, which is 
about ten miles from Strobufch. 

The treck-fcoot being to go no farther that 
night, we went afliore, and lay at a pretty 
good houfe, where we were troubled with 
.a drunken landlord. The feverity of the 
cold is a pretext in this country for intern-/ 
perance, in which they iignalize hemielves, 
drinking brandy all day long. We rcfied, 
however, pretty well, and walked about in the, 
morning before breakfafi. 
1 Doccum is a town of the province of Frifeland, 
fituated on the riv^ Aa, which forms a good 
harbour, and falls, about four miles lower, 
into a gulf of the German Ocean. It was for- 
jncrly a place of fome ftrcngth, but the fortifi- 
cations 
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cations arc out of rcpaic* The ftrects are neat 
and wide, as in all the Dutch towns, and^ 
the houfes well built. The town-boufe is a 
haadfome ftruclure; near it is a ftone bridge- 
fo wide as to ferve for a market; and th/e 
arches are high enough for' the vcffels, to J)afs: 
uader them with their nxafts ftanding. They 
have but one parifh church, and their chief 
trade is in cheefe. The neighbouring country 
abounds with corn and pafture, and is ex- 
tremely well inhabited. 

We fet out about ten in the morning for . 
Lewarden, and reached that dty between one 
and two, being only eight miles. The coun- 
try through which we pafled, is one of the 
moil populous I ever beheld. Within a little 
way of the town we could diftinguifli tea 
villages with handfome fpires, all within two- 
or three miles of each other. It ftill conti* 
nued to ihow, and we were afraid of the re- 
turn of the froft ; which, from the iiitcnfe 
coldneis of the air, feemed once more ta 
threaten us« We went, to lodge in the middle, 
of the town, at a very good inn, well knowa 
to our fellow-travellers the Dutch captains, to 
whofe officious care Signer Gargallo and I 
were greatly obliged, both her^ and in every- 
other part of our journey. 

Lewarden is the capital of the province^ of 
Frifeland, fituated within fix miles of the. 
Qcrniaii Ocean. The city is large and well 

built. 
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built, the ftreets clean and regular. It is of an 
oblong figure, furrounded with good earthen 
ramparts, and a very broad ditch. On the 
ramparts are pleafant walks, from whence we 
had a view of the neighbouring gardens and a 
well cultivated country. There are feveral na- 
vigable canals in different quarters of the town, 
which communicate with almoft every part of 
the province, and enable the inhabitants to car- 
ry on u brifk trade with Hamburg, Bremen, 
Embden, and Holland. The magiftrates coniift 
of three burgomafters, and nine aldermen. The 
town-houfe is a handfome ftrufture, the firft ftone 
of which was laid the 2d of April 1 7 1 5 ; over the 
door are thcl'e words, Pace etjujlitia. The princes 
of Orange have alfoan elegant palace in this city; 
this was their ufual refidcnce, before the revolu- 
tion in 1747, v. Iicn the prefent prince's father 
was chofen ftadtholder of Holland. The princi- 
pal church was built in 1487, but is no way re- 
markable. The church of St. Vitus Was de- 
molifiied in 15 Co, and there ftill remains the 
ftccplc, creeled long after the old church, and de- 
tached from it, in hopes of building a new 
one, which was never executed. This city 
is alfo the feat of the fupreme council of the 
province of Frifcland, a court of very great 
authority. And here, by the way, I muft take 
notice of a miftake of moft travellers, in call- 
ing this province Weft Frifcland, whereas it 

ihould 
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fliould be ftilcd FrifelandjProper. Weft Frifcland 
is that part of the United Provinces, comiuon- 
ly called North Holland ; the fiates of Holland 
always ftilc themfelves of Holland and Weft 
Frifelaqd. 

We ftaid here a day and a half, in hopes of 
finding fome opportunity to proceed to the 
Lemmer ; but it was abfolutely imprafticablc. 
In confequence of feveral confultations^ we de- 
termined to make the beft of our way to 
Harlingen, a fea-port in Frifeland, nine miles 
from hence, where we Ihould find the conve- 
niency of a paflage veffel for Amfterdam. 
The Dutch captains were impatient to get 
home to their wives and children f but as 
Signer Giirgallo and I had no fuch inducement, 
we thought it more advifable to wait a week» or 
a fortnight, longer at Lewarden ; for the froft 
was now returned with double vigour, and 
the {hows fell fo thick that people were afraid 
the Zuyder-fea would be frozen over. We 
were governed, however, by our compani* 
ons ; fo that we left Lewarden the 22d inftant 
in the morning, and got to Franeker by ten. 
With great difficulty the canal was now kept 
open, and they told us it would not be navigable 
the day following. This prevented our (lay- 
ing there all night, left our paflage Ihould be 
intercepted. We dined here at a good inn, 
where every thing was to our fatisfac* 

tion. 
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lion. The treckfcoot did not fet off for Har« 
lingen till very near chiik, fo that we lud 

lliflicient time to view the town. 

Franeker is one of the prettieft and neateft 
towns in Fi ifeland, fituated on two navigable 
canals, within four miles of Harlingen. It is 
fmall, but very well buUt, and the ufual re- 
fidence of the chief nobility of the province. 
There is an ancient caftle here, in vrhich 
the governors of the province formerly reiid- 
ed. The magiftrates coniift of lix burgo- 
mafters and a fecretary. But this city is re- 
nowned chiefly for its univerhty, founded in 
1585, and pofiefied of very great privileges. 
In this feat of the mufes, there have been fc- 
veral learned profeiTors who have done honour 
to it by their writings; fuch as Adrian Metius, 
Pierius Winfemus, George Pafor, Sixtus Ama- 
ma, and Ulric Hubertus. 

The treck-fcoot fct off from Franeker between 
four and five, and a little after fix we reached 
Harlingen. Captain Coen being well acquaint- 
'ed with the town, carried us to an inn he had 
•formerly frequented, the fign of the peacock. 
The matter of the houfe fpoke pretty good 
Engliih, having lived fome time in London. 
There was a good deal of company in the pub- 
lic room, molt of them fubftantial burfi:hers, 
and they were all ^fitting round a great table, 
drinking £heer b;:andy, as we drink wioe or malt 

liquor 
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liquor in England. At my expreiiing a fmall fiirw^ 
prize, mixed with fome dillike, Captain Coen told 
mc it was neceffaiy to drink profufely of fpi- 
ritnous liquors in this country, otherwife the 
cold and moifturc would foon deflroy their 
confiitutions. We arrived in this town the 
2 2d, and had the fatisfadion to hear that the 
paffage-veffel would fail for Amfterdam, on 
Wednefday the 24th, in the morning. We 
paffed the evening as comfortably as we could 
in a Dutch houfe, where they feldom have a * 
good fire, and retired betimes to our refpedive 
apartments. The day following was fpent in 
viewing the place, and taking the neceflary pre- 
cautions for our voyage. 

Harlingen is a fea-port town of Frifeland, 
fituated almoft at the mouth of the Zuyder-fea, 
in a country abounding with pafturage and all 
the neceflaries of life. It is the largcft, wealthi- 
cft, and moft populous town in the whole pro- 
vince, next to Lewarden. So lately as the 
1 2th century, it was only a hamlet, lying be- 
tween two gentlemen's feats, one named Har- 
HgOf the other Harnsy and from thence it 
feems to have taken its name. It was not . 
walled in till 1443. It is of a quadrangular 
figure, with fair handfome ftreets, interfered 
with fpacious canals. The houfes are very 
high, and e^ctremely neat. There are five gates 
to the town, four towards the land fide, and 

one 
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one towards the harbour. The harbonr is di* 

vided, within the town, into two large bafons, 
capable of holding veflels of thegreateft burthen ; 
yet they cannot come in heavy laden, but arc ob- 
liged to make ufe of lighters oS the bar. Though 
they have hccn at the pains of raifing very high 
dikeSy to Iheiter the vefTcls ; the fea feems to 
gain ground, and all their ikill and labour can- 
not intircly check the impetuofity of this boiller- 
ous element. The town-houfe is not a large 
building, but very neat. There arc no more 
than two .churches. Weft Church, and St. Mi- 
chaePs. The magiftrates confift of eight bur* 
gomafters, nominated annually by the fove- 
reign court of the province. The town has a ' 
public gynmafium, with a rcftor and three pro- 
feiTors, for teaching Greek ^nd Latin. Here 
are likewife feveral manufa&ures particular- 
ly for fail-cloths, paper, and fait. Harlingcn 
is alfo the feat of a court of Admiralty, for the 
province of Frifeland. It is compofcd of four 
deputies of the ftates of this province^ one of 
Holland, one of Geldcrland, one of Utrecht, 
one of Overiflcl, and two of Groningen and 
the Ommelands, but none for Zealand ; how 
this latter province came to be left out, nobody 
coidd tell me. 

The twenty-fourth inftant, being Chriftmas- 
eve, we went a-board the pafiage veffel about 
nine in the morning, and failed from Uarlingen 
with a fair wind. But there was very little of 

it 
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it on account of the faow^ which fell ill fleeces* 
TJiough the burden of our bark was 80 tuns, 
mafter and mate were all our complement. I 

was therefore very glad that, in cafe of any 
danger, we had two fupernumerary hands, my 
friends the Dut^b captahisJ .We &w large flakes 
of ice driving with the tide ^ and captain 
CSoen affirmed, that if .the froSk contiiraed much 
longer, the Zuyder-fea would be frozen over. 
I told him, that I hoped this would not happen 
in our paflage ; and he anfweteid me, with a 
foiile, that if it did, we Ihould make a Ihift to 
ikait to Amfterdam. I replied, thiat I knew not 
how to ikait Then, faid he, thereis another re- 
ibmve ; we qan get a flying-boat, th^ is,- a veflel 
contrived to ikait, if I may fo exprefs it, with 
iails upon the ice. And fuch veflels, he told 
me, are common in Frifeland, performing the 
paffage from Stavoren to Enkhuyfen, in North 
Holland, when the Zuyder*iba is frozen over. 
We foon perceived the light-houfe at Stavoren, 
and began to be in good fpirits, as now,making 
ourfelves fure of reaching Amfterdam early the 
next morning. Captain Coen faid, if the wind 
continued, he hoped to breakfaft on Chriftmas 
day with his mother-in-law. Mean time the 
weather was fo very fevere, that it was impo£S« 
ble to keep the deck ; befides, the horror of the 
fcene could afford no fort of pleafurc to the eye. 
An high fea, however, is fometimes a pleafing 
Vol. XL C c objed 
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bbjoft to me ; Ime it it when on itmi firtnd^ 

tccoidiitg ta LucrctittSi Sium man m^oo^ 

^is pleafaat;, when tlie feaa are rougb, 
ftud 

And view ittothet^a tknger, fiife tt land : 
Not 'canfe he's troubled, bat ^tis fweet to fed 
cacei and ftats firofli vUch tmciiEhrd» 
«re free 

We paffcd the aftertK)6n pretty cheaiiblijr^ 
<;0QifoYtu]|g our&lvea witii tlie BOtioa of laodiag 
the Oint moMing ^ Amfterduk. Signor Qar*^ 
gallo was fo complaUsat as to liiig ua ibme ex- 
cdkut fongs* ud to ?qpe«t fcrcnd fiMUietB.fi»iil 

the beft Italian poets j slmong which, the fol- 
lowing '\% mj iavoutiteA I give xt yott^ wkh. a 
tntnltatioii afe«tmp«cd at fea» wWrit yott ^vill 
ia good as to excufc^ koowiog that Carmuat 

a ceppi al piiy col durotrnuo in manOf 
Hell ^errante frigion cbiama fovenU 
Im liberidp btncbe la tbiami mvam ' 

Ala Je r ottien^ cbH credcria ! ft pent e 
D* abbandonar gli ufati icpfij e infiuw 

§i vende a prezzo vil : tanto e pq^etUe 

Imcccbktit coflume in feUo umam 
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iOinihy qufl folk io Jhni im roUu fsde 

Mi fsH^lle^ e pur di nuovo io imprigiowi 

Da m mede/mf ^Jfr^ndB ^ hcci U fisde^ 

Io fo'i quel folk J ami folk io fono ; 
P^rcbe mntn da U mn m^rcede^ 

. The gaUey41ave condenta'ds with mM$ 

Deplores his galling chain ; 
To toil coftfiga'd, the oar he plies^ 

And freedom hopes in vain. 

• » 
His wi& obtain'd^ in hapieis hour 
. HeM fain be fettered ftill ; 
freedom lie fells : fuch is the power 

Of habit o'er the will. 

» 

This foUyt CyntUay £ure is 9itiie j 

Betray'd by you, I'm free : 
But freedom I agaia reiiga 

To be efiflay'd by thee, 

Nay greater frenfey fills my breaft, 

With lafting flames I burn j 
Myfelf of liberty diveft. 
And hope for no return. 

Thus we mdeavoured to beguile the time 
fill ten at ilight, wh«li wi» alt idl zSke^ » we 

Cc a At 
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fat in the cabin. We awoke from time to 
time in the night, and were highly amufed 
with the mate's chearful ditties^ when- cap* 
tain CocD» going upon deck, informed us 
that we were on the coaft of North Holland. 
They kept founding all the way, and every 
thing (eemed to promife a profperous voyage. 
But about one in the morning I was awaked 
with a fudden bouncing of the vcffel, repeat- 
ed feveraljtimes. This roufed our whole com- 
pany ; and captain Cocn running inilantly up- 
on deckf called out to us, that we had juft 
ftruck upon a fand-bank. At thh we were 
up in an inflant, and could perceive a light 
aihore, which captain Coen knew very well 
to be the light-houfe of Enkhuyfen. It feems 
that the mate had miifed the vfual channel, 
and got upon the ihoals, which are extreme- 
ly dangerous. * Captain Coen was in a very 
great paffion with the mafter arid mate, and 
now took upon him the direction of the vef- 
• fel. He ordered them to furl their iails, and 
lie in that pofturc till flood, which would- be 
about fix in tKe 'morning. There was no mak- 
ing fignal in the night, and we liad not even a 
boat to carry us aihore, in cafe the veffel, as' we 
apprehended, Ihould be ftaved to pieces. We 
were, three miles from land ; and .what, alarmed 
'US moft^was .the veiScPs being leaky, and dnrCr- 
-iHg five feet watej:,^ The wind alfo was very 

high, 
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high, and the fnow fell fo thick, that it was im- 
pofTiblc to keep upon deck. In this fituation 
did we lie all ni^ht, in danger every minute of 
being daihed to pieces. T began to regret, that 
I had not paffcd the winter in Mecklenburg, 
or indeed that ever I was fd mad as to com- 
mit myfelf, at this time of year, to fuch a 
bgiilerous element. Kepofe and retirement 
now appeared to me the moft defirable of all .* 
things J and I could not help thinking of that 
fine ode of Horace, • which fo admirably de- 
fciibes the perplexity and agitation I was in a^ 
that time. 

Otium dms, rogat impotenti 

Prenfus £geo^ ftmul atra nuhes • - * 

Condidit Lunaniy neyue cert a fulgent 

Sidera nautis : - 
Otium bello furiofa Thrace^ 
Otium Midi, &c 

When clouds the moon's fair luftre hide, 

No liars the doubtful helm to guide ; 
The failor, mid the raging feas. 
Suppliant implores the gods for eafe ; 
For eafe, the warlike fons of Thrace, 
The Medes, whom fliining quivers grace, 
ior eafe, that never can be fold 
For gems, for purple or for gold. * 
For neither wealth nor power, controul 
Thfc iickly tumults of the foul ; 
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Of bidi the c^res to ftaad aloof. 
Which hover roand the vaulted roof. ^ 

It is common for mankind to wifli for repofc 
and retireme&l:, even when they are engaged 
in the moft aftive and moft ambitious purfuits, 
Thi3, however, was not my cafe ; and the dan* 
ger and diftrefs I was then in, could by no 
means be afcribed to an ambitious motive, 
I blamed my condud notwithftandiog» for ex- 
pofmg myfelf to danger and diftrefs without 
any necef&ty. Thus the remainder of the 
night was fpent in melancholy reftedipns, 
• till fix o'clock, when we were in hopes of 
getting off a( high water. But our hoipc$ were 
vain ; we were fixed ; and the tide beginning 
to ebb, captain Coen declf^'ed, that the vef-* 
fel had fo buried itfdf in the land, that, in . 
his opinion, it could not be got off. It was 
now day- break, when he ordered m fignal 
of diftrefs, which was hoifting up a black 
crape or colours on the tqp of the maft. 
The wind grew ftronger ev^ry moment, and 
was withal fo piercingly cold, that we were 
almoft frozen to death. * In this fcenc of dif- 
trefs we faw a large boat coming towards us, 
which proved to be a filhing-veffel, fent tq 
our afliilaace. Captain Coen propofed wq 

ihould 
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Should hire the boat to carry us to Horn iji^. 
North Holland* and frooi thence travel by/i 
land to Aaifterdam. As foon as we had agreed, 
^he Harlingen ikipper den^anded bis freigl^t 
as cooly and unconcernedly as if nothing had 
J^pened. Qaptain Coen told him, that both 
he and his mate defeired to be hanged for 
their negligence: however, it was no time 
to difpute; we paid him, and got into the. 
boat with all expedition. By the way I 
muil take notice, that the fiiherman extort- 
ed moft enormouily, alktng forty gilders, 
which we paid, for engaging to carry us nine 
or ten miles. But this was a noatter of no con* 
fideration with us at that time ; if it had been 
ICO gilders, we Ibould not have objed«d i and 
I only mention it as a proof of the common 
depravity of mankind, in taking advantage of 
^he diftreifes of their fellow-creatures* The ' 
mafter and mate ftaid on board in hopes of get-- 
ting off the next tide : we heard afterwards that 
the vpflel was loft ; but, it being in the day, 
fhe mens lives were faved. 

We were now in an open boat, the fnow 
greatly abated, but the wind very high, 
and the froil| fuch that our limbs began to 
grow fcnfibly afFefted. ' In this great dif- 
tre£s had we failed about half an hour, when 
we fell in with a Dutch ftip, bound for Am- 
llerdam, Wc made fignal, vrhich tlic peo- 
ple * 

\ 
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' pie on board perceiving, were fo humane 

. to lie by ; and in a little while we had the 
good fortune to come up with them. To 
add to our joy, captain Coen happened to 
know the commander of the fliip, whofe name 
was Van Dalen; and his vefiel was come 
from Surinam, laden with cofFee, fugar, and 
cotton* This was a moil lucky, incident*' 
We were rccdved on board with great 
tendcmefs, accommodated with a warm cab- 
bin, and regaled with refrelhments of all forts:. 
This very fhip had lain by in trie night to' 
avoid the banks on which our veiiel was 
ftranded. There are many fuch fhoals and* 
banks on that coaft, which makes the naviga- 
tion of the Zuyder-fea very dangerous. The 
wind being pretty fair we advanced at a good 
fate, and had iight of Edam and Moni-* 
kendam in North Holland. We toon reached ' 
the Pampas, a fliallow part of the Zuyder- 
iea before you come to Amfterdam, and in 
which there is not above ten feet water. They 
liave a fea-mark to know when they come up* 
on it, and another when they reach its extre- 
mity. After we had got over the Pampus, we ' 
had twenty feet water, and faw the province 
of Overiffel on our left. This was foon fuc- 
ceeded by a moft pleafing view of the fiately city 
of Amfterdam. The harbour was full of fliips, 
which appeared like a foreft; and the oty ly- 

in^ 
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ing in the* form of an amphitheatre, afforded* 

a profpect, noble and magnificent beyond con- 
ception. It wou^9 indeed, be one of the fineil 
in the whole world, had Amilerdam a greater 
number of lofty fpires; but it is decorated 
with no more than four fieepks, on account of 
the ground, which being all a morafs, obliges 
the inhabitants to build upon piles. We lantkd , 
happily about four oVlock ; and the reft of the 
company having their friends to go to, captain 
Cocn infilled on my lodging with him, - at Ms 
mother-in-law's. The company feparated, and 
the captain and I went to Mrs. Meyer's, w4iofe 
houfe is pleafantly fituated near the harbour. 
Here we had every comfort that could •be de- 
fired after fo- fatiguing and perilous a-voyage. 
An excellent fupper was provided, and we had 
the fatisfadion to think, that after all our 
hardfliips and fuflerings, we were refervedby 
Providence to fpend an agreeable Chrifimas at 
Amftcrdam. Thus is life nothing more than a 
continual fcene of viciiiitudes ; and even thofe 
who feem to be in the eafieft and happieft fta- 
tions, have their variations of pleafure and 
anxiety* 

— ^ — New turns and changes every day 
Are of inconftant chance the conftant arts. 
Good unexpected, evil unforefeen. 
Appear by turns, a3 fortune ihifts the fcene. 

My 
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My good friend Captain Cocn fet ofiF the 26th 
fcHT DcUtf betag impatient to fee his wife and 
cliildrcn. He wanted me to bear him company j 
but I liaye been fo harxailed and fatigued in mf 
late Toyage, that I am dcftermiaed to ftay and 
amufe myfclf a few days longer in this dty. I 
ihaU then depart for Delf t^ whence 1 intend ttf 
tsuke the beft of my way for Helvoctfluys, and 
then £6r dear England. 1 have been in con»^ 
pany twice, fince my arrival in this city, with 
my friends lignor Gargallo and captain Ottes ^ 
' and BOW the danger it orer, we have kughed 
over our fears and apprehenfions on the Zuy- 
.der-fea. This verifies tlic obfervation of TaiTot 
which 1 mentioned to you in my firft letter, that 
after a fea-voyage th4 plealurc of (afe landing 
audfies-ooe forget 

Im^ 9^ il nuUdc la fqffata tM« 

Asfbr aa account of my pailage through 
HoUafid, with the obfervations I may chance 
to mikif in this gjreat city, you muil have 
liatience till I have the pleafiire of {Seeing 
you in London, when I propofe entertaining you 
with this topic, in our winter evenings conver- 
lationsi. I <U>ndude at prefent with aflbring 
you^ that one of the greateft pleafures I have 
enjoyed, during my abfence from Engtand, 
ha& been that of endfiavoucini^ by the utmofl 

diligence 
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flattering myfelf that you will be fo good as to 
confider this as a proof of my readinds to obey 
your commands, .aad of the iincere afie&ioa 
with vsfhxQh I ihaU ever remain 

Dear Sirj 



FINIS. 
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DtRECTiONS to the Binder for placing the Cvritt 
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^* 1. The Palace of Strclltz, to face the Title Page. . 

< 2. Map of Hamburg, ~ page 27 

3. Map of Meclclcnburg, 140 

' • VOL. II. 

- 4. The Front View of the palace of Ludewigs-Luft, 
to face the Title Page. 

J. The grand Cafcade and Water Clock before the 

palace of Ludewigs-Luft, — 243 

6. The Cafcade in the Wood near the Summer -houfe 

of Luclcwigs Lufl, » — — . 246 

7. The two Cafcades in the Wood near the little 

Summer-houfe of Ludewigs-Luft, 246 

8. The two Cafcades, with the "Jetd'Eau at the 

entrance of the grand Avenue in the Gardens 
of Ludewigs-Lufty — ■ ■ 247 
The Casfars Grove, «— — 24^ 
10. The Circle Cafcade in the Gardens of Ludewigs- 

Luft, — 24S 

II. PfofpetEt of the Sluice in the Gardens of Lude - 
wigs-Luft, which, by the Weight of the 
Stream, opens of itfelf, lets ofF the Water> 
and fhuts again, ' " ' ■ 249 



ERRATA. 

Vol. T. page 126, line I, /or Mcrrius read Maevius, p. sot, I. 
5, from the bottom, yor 1374 redd 1314. p. 269, 1. 9, 
for lince read dui ing. 
Vol. II. pa^e 4^, 1. 4, for the principal caufe read one of the . 
chief caufcs. p. 117. 1. pcnulti. for 1000,000 nad 
ico,ooo. p, 34s> 1» 8, fwr Royal read Serene, p. 344»~ 
J or bed ; adieii read bid adieu. - 
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